Jim Hagood
1965 was a banner year for Jim. 1t started in January when Mary Beth said Ye s .
Who could resist such a proposal You will marry me, wo n  t  yhis was going

tfo be a really good year!

Mary Beth, an English major, was also Lumberjack Band Secretary for directors

Jimmie Hudgins and Kenneth Green. She was graduating, and Jim would return to

SFA in the fall to finish his degree and to do his student teaching. She got a job,

teaching English and journalism at La Marque High School, and Jim would stay in

Nacogdoches t he wedding would be del ayed for a
d

In those days, it was common for SFA senior music majors to teach part-time in one of
the area s smal | s clB6&,dhires schoolslimtlee Nacagooolees o f
area were looking for band directors who could get an emergency certificate and teach

part-time (for a very small salary). Jim applied for all three...

The first school had the largest band and had been directed bythe SFA Band -s d
major who was going to Many, Louisiana. After talking to Jim and several other
candidates, the job was offered to a soph
The next school to interview was closer, and had a smaller and younger band. The
superintendent decided on a senior, who was also going to be the next drum-major of

the Lumberjack Band. Jim understood but was discouraged

The third (and last) school to look for a part-time director was in Cushing, a class B
high school in far north-west Nacogdoches County. Superintendent, A. W. Clemons
offered Jim the job. After dreaming about it for so long Jim was going to be a band

director. Agai n, a very good year

At UIL Marching Contest, Cushing made the first division-one rating in the history of
the School (and thetmedi yeband witobhmakepar
band went on to earn a First-Division at UIL Concert Contest and a division Il in

Sightreading. Band directing was going to be fun



The same fall Jim was directing at Cushing, he was assigned to Nacogdoches ISD for
student teaching. Neil Grant, who had built the Troup band program, had just moved
to Nacogdoches. Jim knew Jackie Grant from some education classes they had
together, and he knew about Neil through the reputation of the Troup Band. Now they
would meet, and Jim would have a chance to watch Neil teach such a good year. . .
Neil accepted the White Oak job at mid-s e me s t e r , student tedchimg was with
Neil the one semester that he was at Nacogdoches. What a year

d

Four years earlier, three Arlington State College freshmen went on a Saturday day-trip
to deep East Texas. It was an unlikely trio. Ed and Regina were from Arlington, and
Jim, was from Austin, who went to Arlington State only because his sister and brother-
in-law lived there. All in the Rebel Band, directed by Jack Mahan, the three struck-up a

friendship.

That Saturday, the deeper they got into East Texas, the more Jim liked it. Arriving in
Nacogdoches, the campus was nearly deserted, but beautiful. They found the band
hall in the basement of the Fine Arts building; and in the band office, there was a
student band secretary, getting caught up on some work. She was a cute auburn-
haired girl who was very efficient but friendly. She gave them brochures about the
Lumberjack band and told them she hoped that they would come to SFA and be a part
of the Band. Later, she and Jim would get to know each other better after forty-
nine years of marriage, MUCH better

d

Back in Cushing, Mr. Clemons came to Jim and told him that the School would make

the band job full-time, and even pay a little over state base (a first for the District) if he

would stay for the 1966-67 school year. But Neil had offered Jim a chance to come to

White Oak to be his assistant. When Jim went in to talk about this, Mr. Clemons said
that he understood and that directors tho

died and gone to heaven. When Neil told



his assistant, her only commentwas he sur e s Dieceuss, tha was m an/
education cl ass
d

Jim went on to teach for a total of thirty-nine years -Twenty years at Nacogdoches;
seven years at Humble; Troup for five years; and in addition to Cushing and White

Oak, there were also stops at Smiley HS in Northeast Houston, Timpson and Center.

Jim has said that more and more, he remembers that fateful Saturday when he first

came to Deep East Texas; and how in1965 the purpose for all of these twist and turns
started to become clear. Jimmsaid, When | was teaching, the
next rehearsal or the next performance. But memories of trophies and honors fade,

and the most vivid images are of the people met along the way, and the time shared

toget her .
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:Cushing High School Band re-
ceived a first division rating,
which is the highest obtainable,
in Region IV University of Tex-
as Interscholastic League
Marching Contest Nov. 24 in
White Oak.

“THIS ACHIEVEMENT is the
first superior rating in the his-

tory of the Bearkat Band and

ERY LAY

was one of six first divisions
awarded in Class B, which is
composed of fifteen bands from
the smaller high schools.

The thirty-four member group
is directed by Jim Hagood,
with Jackie Nichols as drum
major.

For the contest, the band per-
formed a precision drill wear-

CUSHING HIGH

ing new band uniforms pur-
chased this year by the Cushing
Band Boosters.

RESIDENTS OF Cushing
demonstrated their pride by

welcoming the band home from
the contest Wednesday night
with an impromptu parade. The
town’s emergency, siren-equip-
ped vehicles, two fire engines

SCHOOL BAND

Cushing Band Wins High Honor

and an sembulance, led the
cheering procession of students
and parents, and friends.

Band rehearsals for the Cush-
ing group will be devoted in the
next few weeks to preparation
for the approaching concert

season and playing contests.

SUBSCRIBE — don’t borrow!
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Wins
‘High Award

The 105 member White O a k|
School Band has been named |
Texas Music Educators Associ-
ation honor band by a panel of |
band directo r judges from
across the state. The announce-
ment was made at the annual S
Texas Band Masters Associa- /!
tion clinic and business lunch-
eon, Tues. Aug. 1.

Bands submitted tape record-!
ings. Fifteen tapes were sub-
mitted for judging. %

The White Oak band is the
first East Texas band to win
this henor. Others have placed
in the top five. The Troup
band was second in 65 and |
Lufkin was fifth in *64. !

The 1967 White Oak band; un-|

re of Neil Grant|
, won several
the past school
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Parade Winners Presented At Game
| - BSU, Troup Band

Take Top Spots

Miss Jean Toole of Troup was
named Outstanding Drum

Shoe
best and
first Son

¥

$]

IN CLASS — Troup High School twirler for SFA's Twirl-O-Jacks, who |
‘was named top band in Class Il is a former Head Drum Maijor of the
cent parade competition at Ste-  Troup band. Miss Toole is holding the
‘Austin State College. Members fr':r y for “Outstanding Drum Major"
d displaying trophies are left,  and Boatner the trophy awarded t!yjp ‘
oole, and Gerald Boatner,  top Class Ill band. = (SFA Photo) _
er is Sharon Shaw, feature @h e T o, T A




Troup High Band Tops

Six Flags Class Again

For the third time in the pastifirst division. |Colorado; and George C. Wilson,
six years, the Troup High School| The Troup Band is the onlyl president of the National Music
Band has been chosen outstand:high school band to compete in{Camp and the Interlochen Arts
ing band Class A at the Six|the contest that has won out-|Academy, Michigan.

Flags Concet Band Festival. |standing band three times. They| Comments about the band's

The Troup Band, directed by|also won in 1966 and 1969. performance include “Schubert-
Jim. Hagood, participated in the Fifth-six bands from five|/good interpretation. Good musi-
Six Flags Contest Thursday, states competed in the contestjcial feeling on part of the con-
May 6 and was chosen outstand-|which was held May 6-8. To|ductor.”” —Yoder. “An excellent
ing band by three nationally-|compete in the contest, a band|performance of this fine musie.

! known musicians. Troup was the|must have made a first division/A very good band.” —Wilson.
only band in its class to make ajin state competition the preced-|“‘Congratulations on a fine bﬁ
TR !ino‘ year. r(_aﬂec?s wondel_'ful m
| The two numbers performed,direction. I enjoyed this perfo
by the band were ‘¢The|mance very much Wonde
Gladiator March” by Sousa and|clear conducting.™ —W:
“The First Movement of Syl;n- ’1'121 addl;tmﬁ to this award, th

hony Number Eight” by Schu- up Band was a-}
gert.y ¢ é Swe;e.pst;::\dxetf1 in Utg.estaﬁ

The trip was made possible by petition, the state’s
the efforts of the Troup Band|award for band competiti
Booster Club, who sponsored the|be awarded a Sweepsta
group by numerous money-mak-|band must make a

. ing projects, such as a rummage marching, 2 concert,
sale and spaghetti supper. reading contests.
' The judges included Paul The band was also ch
'Yoder, internationally known standmgFt‘)and lilnlncslm ;
|composer, arranger and condue- Stephen F. Aus tate 1
ltor of band music; Wayman|Sity Home.comlzf
|| Walker, associate professor of|the same time dig
{lmusic, director of bands, g;?egevg‘;lt;mlgassgy
’ .
Colorado State College, Greeley, it ™ Lo "orner up forle
ing drum major at the
On their way home
trip, the band was me
Tyler by a large group
citizens and the city
and were ushered
the group. They dis
come home” signs a
tulations to the band mes

T:.'!er' Maorning Telegragh
MONDAY, MAY 10, 1971
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AWARD WINNERS — Band award at 6 Fiags Over Texas com-
arching band has ended a suc- petition. Shown here at lower left, Byron
winning year on an award Townsend, a senior, and Perry Fikes,
le. After winnina the Sweep- sophomore. Shown at too are from left




i _ ' Tyler Morning Telegranh ]3 E
' WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 1972

. Troup, Sabine High Bands
{Win Class-A Sweepstakes

Troup and Sabine High School|..Judges for the contest were, The Sweepstakes Award

Johnny Bankston, Katie, Texas;|repeat for the Troup
Bange ade the on]yWendel Evanson, Henderson|which also made one last

Arkadelphia, |joined hy Timpson and

ield, Louisiana; and Rhaul|{Troup Band won trophi

Onelas, Nederland, Texas. m b:dnd bg:t img“c;lms.‘

Seven bands had made first|line & m-m
Lengu; division ratings at a Marching|Tyler Rose Parade.

is
earn division one|Contest held in the Fall at
Carthage. They were: Sabine,

a first division in the Concert
Contest, Complete results for
Class “A” were, Cc then |
Sight Reading; Spring Hill, II-
1I; Union Grove, ITI-III, Sabine,
I1; Quitman, TII-I; Garrison,
1TI-I; Hawkins, IIT-IIT; Alto, TII-
101, Arp, IV-V; Timpson, III-IT;
Beckyille, IIL-IIT; Joaquin, III-
1II; Waskom, IV-IV; Troup I-I;
White Oak, III-II; Overton, ITI--
| it L II; Tatum, ITI-I1; end New
%‘ ; ‘ . ‘ Diana, II-L
VEEPSTAKES WINNERS — Pictured above High School. They are (from left) President
'e the proud officers of the Troup High Jerry Knight, Perry Fikes, Vice President

i
|
hool Band, Class-A Sweepstakes Winners  Mike Stephens, and Drum Major Beverly [

state competition along with Sabine Massey. (Staff Photo) |
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Among many Smiley band bou-
quets gathered this year, director Jim
Hagood is especially proud of the 67
first division medals his musicians
won in the UIL Solo and Ensemble
Contest held earlier in the spring at
Aldine.

At the same competition, Jessica
McBride’s Elmore band won 13 first
division spots and Mike Perricone’s
Kirby band won 25 to give North
Forest musicians a total of 105 first
division finishes.

It was the best showing for Smiley
in recent years, Hagood says. “We
had a goal of increasing both our
participation and the number of first
divisions made by Smiley band mem-
bers at this contest, and we were
pleased with the results on both
counts.”

The band also had a first division
rating in the UIL marching contest
held in the fall. In addition, a school
record of eight individuals made all-
district and two were chosen all-
region.

In the picture panel at the left,
Hagood leads a practice session
(top) as the band tunes-up for the
St. Patrick’s Day Parade. In the
middle picture, the Colleens provide
a colorful touch, and the bottom
photo presents an interesting study
of precision marching, as the posi-
tion of the band members’ feet on
the downtown pavement reveals.

The Smiley, Northwood, and
Kirby bands combined their efforts
in a free public concert in the Smiley
gym on May 17.




lﬂJMBLE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
P.0. Box 2000

J.ACK M. FIELDS
HUMBLE. TEXAS 77308 DR. WILLIAM A. LUFBURROW

mﬂux GEORGE E. TURNER, SUPERINTENDENT - MRS:EQUIRE Pmm
. Al R 1. TIPTON, AssT. SUPT.-BUS. MGR. DR.C. A. Y
XS RTHU 1 R. C. A. YOUNTS

SEARCY GERMAN, TAX ASSESSOR-COLLECTOR

June 11, 1974

Humble Wildcat Band
% Mr. Jim Hagood, Director
700 Wilson Road
umble High School
umble, Texas 77338

Mr. Hagood,

The Board of Trustees and Administration of the Humble
pendent School District welcome the opportunity to extend
ou and the Humble Wildcat Band our sincere congratulations
he extremely successful record you have achieved this

ol year.

_.—, Winning the Sweepstakes Award is one accomplishment that
_ nds achieve, and we share with you and your group the
> that this honor brings.

; 'Gongratulations also to those individuals who were named
Regional Band, and to the large group who participated on
, state level at Solo and Ensemble Contest. -

’-ﬂe wish you continued success and achievement in the coming



HUMBLE HS BAND 1973
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FROM:

SUBJECT:

DATE:

e e 2 =

Malcolm N. Rector — /"’-N =8

PE——

U.I.L. Marching Contest

November 11, 1980

i
-

Best wishes to you Wednesday. I know you have worked hard 2

deserve a first division rating. Whatever the outcome, you 2

Number One!

MNR:gba




ICE MEMO

SUBJECT:

DATE:

NACOGDOCHES INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

Mr. Jim Hagood and the Nacogdoches High School Band
Malcolm N. Rector - N\.)\V K.
U. I. L. Marching Contest

November 13, 1980
Congratulations on the well deserved division One that you received
in the recent U.I. L. Marching Contest. We are all proud of you.

You have brought justifiable pride to the entire community.

Best wishes to you in the future as you look toward Concert and
Sight-reading.

MNR:gba







