Qi loving menory of family and fricnds gone before me, whe have helped provide the
lenactly needed to make this fé passible and exceed hopond expectations of il dreams

& give thanks to ~God 1o faniily, lo students, leachers, [fiends and business associates
Rlease accept a Jull measure of the honor bestowed loday. @ trust & have assisted you
in life; as pou have brought blessings to my lfe

ClMay Giod SBless Americx
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COMPLETE MUSIC

308 E. Prien Lake Rd. Lake Charlas, LA 70601
(337) 477-2704

REJOICE----ENJOY----COME SEE----CELEBRATE!!!!

MY DEAR ONES:
This is the greatest of all opportunities for YOU to HELP ME spread the word of THANKS to YOU and all of the OTHERS who have
HELPED me in OUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS in OUR BANDS and LIVES.

GOD has provided me in these 79 + years of this life, to have a full life of involvement, YOU and the many OTHERS with you have
brought to me the great HONOR of being named TO THE:

TEXAS BANDMASTERS HALL OF FAME.
The program is sponsored by the Phi Beta Mu International Bandmasters Fraternity, Alpha (TX) Chapter. T am an active member of
Epsilon (LA) Chapter.

The induction is scheduled as a part of the TBA annual convention in San Antonio at the Marriott Riverwalk Hotel on Sunday, July
22, 2007, at 2:00 p.m. The presentation is open to the public.

My many, many, students, my teachers, family, friends, business associates, mentors, employees, just great Americans, AND GOD
HIMSELF, have provided ME and YOU this HONOR, I want as many of YOU as possible to know that I send my kindest THANKS
TO YOU for your participation in my life, in your own special way. Please realize that I cherish the memories that come to me day
after day, and that you still arc a special part of my life and that you will always be so!

I have been both BLESSED and DRIVEN to be a good steward of my talents, my health, my wonderful family, and our wonderful
Nation. [ extend thanks to all of those persons, familics, entities, administrators, directors, customers and all others who have made
this journey of life so special to me and to minel Most of my and Vivojean’s (Bibo) immediate family will be present to accept the
family recognition in her honor. John(nie) W. will sit with me in the place of his mother. CAN'T YOU JUST SEE HER SMILE?

As a child and until now, I have been cared for and blessed with a loving family. In my young years we were always the poorest
family in the many communities we moved to and through. My two older sisters enrolled me in school in December 1933, the second
day school provided free lunch. President Roosevelt sent the food and God provided the opportunities and the strength and the
courage and the way not to falter. Idid my 5™ grade in one semester while 8 years old. My mother and my sisters provided the “home
schooling” to make it all possible. I started in BAND in October as a 13 year old Sophomore. It seems I started band directing soon
after that!! But it really was on January 20, 1950, And I still LOVE IT ALL!!!

This is a VERY SPECIAL HONOR being bestowed upon YOU and ME. I do want YOU to be PRESENT if possible. MEZZANINE
FLOOR, RIVERWALK HOTEL just across from the Convention Center. We hope to have a VISITATION ROOM for Saturday and

Sunday evenings to visit with you. Be kind—wear a picture from long ago, and a very large name tag. WITH THANKS, LOVE,
AND MEMORIES,

Opiitte 2._jcall

1005 Iberville St. Lake Charles, La 70607, (H) 337/478-6548-(C) 263-4798-(e)swicegoodmusic@bellsouth.net




ORVILLE AUTREY KELLEY
April 17, 1928 — Present

“I do not remember this dream, but I do love the living of the dream”. oak
July 22, 2007

Orville was born to loving parents, Welch C. and Myrtis (Huddleston) Kelley and joined two sisters,
Annabelle, 8, and Angeletta, 10. They lived in a two room sharecropper house south of Bokichito, OK. There
were no conveniences but amenities were not missed in that time and place. Daily the Great Dust Bowl was
blowing away the dirt that was needed for the livestock and food. His parents placed wet washrags on their
children’s faces at night to prevent their breathing dust particles that blew in through the cracks in the house.
His sisters enrolled him in school at age 5, not for education but for free lunches, and managed to have him
promoted to 5" grade work at the age of 8.

He graduated in 1944 from Nashville, AR. Too young to go to war, he hitch-hiked to U of A to study to
be a lawyer. Since they required tuition, he went to Texarkana to live with a sister and earned an Accounting
Certificate in 1 year from Texarkana Business College. There were various bookkeeping and sales jobs until
WW II ended and his parents signed for him to enlist. That brought him back to band and he served in the 304"
Army Band in D.C.

Honorably Discharged at 19, he used his accounting skills until enrolling at Henderson STC in
Arkadelphia in January 1947. Department Head, Millard Laing, encouraged him to do so. Throughout college,
he gained experience and skills in over 50 concerts with the well endowed Arkansas State Symphony touring
the state. He studied French horn with E.J. Marty (U of A) and Eugene Davis with the Symphony. His formal
conducting training was with Glenn Riggin (HSTC), William Haacker (Symphony) and Dr. Ray Luke.

While in college, he met and married Vivojean (Bibo), his wife for over 55 years. “SHIE WAS MY
SWEETHEART AND MY EVERYTHING IN EVERYTHING WE PLANNIEED OR DID. Wik NEVER
CONSIDERLED LIFIE WITHOUT EACH OTHER. SHE DIED OF RIESPIRATORY AND HEART FAILURIE
VALENTINE'S WEEKEND 2005”. Also during college, he gained 4 years teaching experience in Waldron as
they returned to HSTC for summer classes and graduated in 1953 with his BMED. Waldron was a great place
to start a band life and their son, John, brightened their life in 1951. He still does. They then moved to Texas
where he was High School band and orchestra Director as he earned his MMED and Vivojean completed her
BA Degree at ETSU, Commerce. For 3 years (55-58) he, Vivojean and John (now 4), were back in
Arkadelphia, where he was band director and instrumental teacher at their beloved Henderson. Health
conditions took them away and back to Texas and for four years, he continued performing with the Beaumont
Symphony.

The next 9 years (his 30°s) they were in Nederland where his bands were Sweepstakes winners and 3
times were TMEA Honor Band Finalist. Several hundreds of just fabulous Band Members emerged from those
efforts of excellence. Principal/Supt. Orland Strickland, the School Board, and the NISD community stood true
to the path. The marching band was also renowned for their musical excellence and unique maneuvers, For the
band, he claimed the motto “THE GOLDEN PRIDE OF THE GOLDEN TRIANGLE” and at the first home
game in 1958, he vowed to the crowd that the band would become worthy of that title. They did!

He devised intricate and difficult military maneuvers while in Triangle shapes (adopted from Ralph Hale
of Memphis) marching 6 to 5 at 60” doing “Minstrel Turns” while playing without lowering their horns. Lots
of crashes, pileups, and funny looking people came out of funny places!! Their marching music was chosen to
be difficult, always memorized and “played off” and well spiced with symphonic, jazz, and Cajun on the field
(From Dr. Ray Luke, ETSU). They featured soloists, concert percussion on the sidelines, and just MAY have
been the first Texas High School Band to feature colorful FLAGS on the field in 1961. Vivojean made them
with huge head scarves, dow rods, thumb tacks, and duct tape. The majorettes hated the things, and their
mothers probably just never thought of using a rifle!




During August 1960, the band was asked to perform at the very first HOUSTON OILERS home game at
Jeppeson Stadium. That was a distinct honor and the crowd was amazed with the “lights out” show with the
individual battery powered 48 gold lights on the 100 uniforms. (Going through their maneuvers before the
school year even started). The Oilers’ organization named us as their “OFFICIAL BAND” for the seasons of
1960 and 1961. This brought about 4 or 5 nationally televised halftimes. We stayed ready to perform on
Sundays when informed by Wednesday at 3:00. Students were not required to participate on Sunday games, but
they did and only a few alternates got to fill in. Bud Adams paid for travel expenses and food.

Senator Lyndon B. Johnson, while being welcomed at the Nederland Airport four days before the 1960
General Election (with a packet in his hand provided to him in his private plane by Mr. Kelley) invited the
Nederland HS Band to march in the Inaugural Parade for President Kennedy and his ceremonies. This project
became a Southeast Texas effort and it still is one of the most memorable events in the lives of those who
participated. It is believed that the Nederland Band was the first Texas High School Band to march in a
Presidential Inaugural Parade (So reported at that time).

In 1967, Mr. Kelley served as Sales Manager Representative for King Musical Instruments where
assignments carried him from Canada to the Mexico borders. Even after being transferred back to Nederland,
the Kelleys chose to return to teaching and moved to Grand Prairie, Texas City, and then to Spring ISD with the
mandate to develop the music program to National prominence, His first year at Spring, the band received the
very first Division I for the school in any category of UIL competition. With Superintendent Dr. Joe Beneke,
they started that School District to their national prominence in music and academic excellence which is
renowned until today.

In 1973, the Kelleys bought into and now own Swicegood Music of LA, Inc. Professional memberships
include Music Educators associations in AR, TX, and LA. He served on the UIL Music Selection Committee.
He is now an active/retired member of MENC, LMEA, LBA, TMEA, and TBA. He has served as Clinician,
Adjudicator, and Guest Conductor in AR, 1A, IL, OK, TX, WA, and LA. In LA, he and his family have been
recognized and honored by most bands in SW LA for his expert guidance and instructions. Orville A, Kelley is
an elected Associate Member of the prestigious American Bandmasters Association and of Phi Beta Mu Epsilon
(LA) Chapter. The latter fraternity in 1987 and in 2002 named his 35 year family business based in Lake
Charles as “Outstanding Contributor to Bands” in LA. He has served as Guest Conductor of the LBA Honor
Band (Leo Murray, Conductor, in Baton Rouge). He has also conducted The Woodlands High School Bands
(Brett Johnson, Director) at Midwest in Chicago (2003) and in Seattle (2005). In 2006, he was honored to
conduct Kerry Taylor’s Westlake Band at the annual convention of the American Bandmasters Association
Convention in Richardson. From its inception 1998, the Kelleys have solely sponsored “The Academic All
State Achievement Award” to Choir, Jazz, and Band members who maintained a 3.5 GPA (4.0).

Their son, John, joined the business in 1982 and his wife, Suzanne, in 2000, They met as music majors
at North Texas, but neither John nor Orville were called by Kenton or NY City. Neither still play. John
developed his skills as an Expert Band Repair Businessman. As a partner, his dedication to the business has
been one of the major success factors. Suzanne serves as President of the LA Choral Foundation and performs
as soloist with that group and also with the Lake Charles Symphony and as a free lance soprano. They provided
three grandchildren to the tree and maybe the best all, GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN!

Orville A. Kelley recognizes the long and storied histories of the bands he has been blessed to direct and
he recognizes that the character of the STUDENTS provided to his assignments are copies of their parents, the
peers, the teachers, the school districts and states, and this great country. God is the Giver of all that is Great
and Good and we all give Thanks. Our special thanks to the brothers and sisters of Phi Beta Mu Alpha and
Epsilon for their contributions. My special thanks to all who have helped me and my family along the way to
here today. The highest regards are extended to the THREE (3) PRIOR NEDERLAND HIGH SCHOOL
BAND DIRECTORS who have also reached this very distinct and very high honor as members of THE
TEXAS BANDMASTERS HALL OF FAME.




ALWAYS = THERE IS THE MUSIC
Orville A. Kelley

FINDING THE MUSIC

My first memory of life goes back to when | was eleven months old and | had the
measles. And | do remember my dear mother bathing my neck and body with a soft,
cool cloth and when | was dried, she put powder to soothe the itching from the measles.
My family admitted that | must remember those acts of love when | recalled so vividly
the time when | was stung by dozens of wasps when | was 9 years old. They told me
that | nearly died both times.

My early education was obtained in a variety of places as my family followed the crops.
My sisters enrolled me in school in December before | was six. A free lunch program
opened for very poor children, so they enrolled me the very next day. | was promoted in
May and then we moved in the fall. | and one other student were the two second
graders in my new school, and, when the other student moved at Christmas, the
teacher promoted me to the third grade to join two other children. | then passed to the
fourth grade. In December of 1936, we gave up on Oklahoma for a livelihood and
moved to a farm in Arkansas, still as share croppers. My mother and my sisters (then
eight and ten years older than 1) tutored me to keep up and with that mid-year move -
they lost my report card and enrolled me as a fifth grader. | was a fifth grader and only
eight years old - but again came a grade promotion.




My daddy really wanted me to be a “gospel” singer. We went to “Sunday Singings”
with dinner on the ground at many of the country churches around Nashville and Hope,
Arkansas and | even attended some of the Hartford Music Schools including one in Hot
Springs. | do not know how they afforded or provided the travel to do that as my family
was still sharecropping for a living. In my early years of the DUST BOWL and the
GREAT DEPRESSION, share croppers were seldom paid with money for their work.
Instead, they received a portion of the actual crops grown, all food grown in a garden
spot, a house, and a cow for milk if there was a child in the family.

The Hartford Musical Institute

HARTFORD, ARKANSAS
50 vle

This Wertities @hat

has been a student in the above named school and has done eveditable work in such siihjects
as are tanght Lherein, maling an average of

_ | — and
it this day awarded this

L 4 — Grade Teacher's
CERTIFICATE
which carvies the recommendation of thiz School. Given this, the.

day
of i . . 19, under our hand and geal,

1A CULTY Yo

| _J.‘,‘} { it
/

The big name in the radio industry was the “Stamps — Baxter Company”. They even
knew about the little boy who got his audience so revved up and involved that he would
sling his song book out of the window during the loudest parts of the songs. After the
book went out the window the first time, my daddy and his friends would encourage me
on with the chant, “Slang your book!! Boy, slang your book!!”
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My band life really began in the spring of 1941, in my 9" grade year in Washington, AR because
of Ruell Oliver who is Lida Oliver Beasley's father.

Mr. Oliver was an itinerate band director traveling for work in Arkansas between the cities of
Washington (the Capitol City of Arkansas during the Civil War) and Nashville. Because of my
singing experience, he asked me to join his band, so | did, playing cymbals. That lasted through
one rehearsal while playing a King march. | did hit those cymbals when he pointed to me, but
after class, when | told him | had a terrific headache - he suggested that | should be on *horn”. |
agreed — but | had no “hom”. It was the following October before | could accumulate the four
dollars ($4.00) to buy my Eb upright alto horn. It came with no case; it had no lacquer or oil,
and had the generic name of “peck horn” — a nickname quickly disappearing into obscurity.
Since we played marches, | quickly understood the proper name.

At the time, my family lived much closer to Hope than to Washington in Arkansas. On Mr.
Oliver's travels from his home in Hope to Washington to Nashville, he and Lida would pick me
up off the gravel highway and drop me off at school. | would usually hitch a ride home or they
would pick me up on their return trip from Nashville to Hope. Everyone encouraged me to go to
school and that suited me. Hand milking cows at 4:00 a.m. in the winter for our landlord, cutting
persimmon sprouts all summer, and picking cotton in the fall caused a lot of blisters and
bleeding hands, and a back which felt like it was in the same condition. But always ... there
was the Band Room at school where | found my music.

Better economic times came for the family with the beginnings of World War Il. My share
cropper farmer father got his first wage earning job in years on military construction near our
home. 40 hours a week at 40¢ an hour equaled $16.00 / week, so they paid off the $86.00 we
owed our landlord, and he allowed us to remain in the house. Next, we bought a well used car.

World War |l started in December 1941 and we moved “to town”, fortunately for me to Nashville,
AR. | was now a mid-term sophomore in a "real” school from which about fifty (50) students
graduated each year. | actually spent 2 7z years there, never making Honor Roll, but never
having a failing grade either. | found friends, got a bicycle, went on band trips, learned playing
football was not for me and played the major parts in both our Junior and Senior stage
productions. | fell in love with the mellophone player who was fifteen (15) and a freshman.
While the relationship did not withstand the distance when she moved to Texarkana, the
relationship with the inherited school mellophone and other musical instruments, would last a
lifetime. | continued working part time jobs, and as my bicycle was never reliable, | ran four
miles a day - to / from school and home for lunch.

| graduated from high school one month after | turned 16, placing academically right in the
middle of my class of 56 students. On graduation night, several 18 year old young men from our
class of 1944 were taken in the care of Military Police, placed on a waiting military bus, and
taken off to prepare for War. Some parents had a problem in that | was not included, but the
local paper printed that | was only 16. All of those classmates did return home safely.

Throughout my public school years, | was blessed with some great teachers including Mrs.
Moye who taught 2™ Grade, Mr. Oliver (my band mentor) and Lester Bradley, my teacher of
aeronautics, algebra, geometry, State Champion Football Coach and MY BIGGEST CRITIC
throughout my high school years.
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FROM ORVILLE kEL

e I Here are a few remarks which I'm sure will
: help our aubucribaru bécome better acequainted
me.

: WlI‘ihmn the don of My, and Mrs, W. G, Kall¥ ¢ ot

‘Hope, Ark. Iam eleyen yearsof age, born

April 17,1028, 1 starbed to school when I wus

v £ —ike yoars of age. Al the pregent timeT am in

the eighth grade, I will enter high school ht
the ago of twelve. ]

My musieal education hegain ahnutftwo y(;:ﬁ

L et der l st q!jwn «of one.of your foi-
Jeais; ﬁ,'m?uﬂﬁfff: iss %ouida ‘Bandy (Mrs. .'1'lmn-mrI

¥ Reed) of Nashville, Ark.
My life long ambit.iun {4 to develop my musi

cal talent.
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NHS Orchestra
Gives Concert

| The band and orchestra of the
H:xshvxlle High School pleéenied a
ery gaod coneerl for the peaple of
Vashville last Monday night. ‘The
jrogram _got undar. jyage-ed - elgIT
‘cloekWith the junior band play-
1 a few marches and an overture,
| Then the Nashville Orehestra
ook over and played four swing
jumpers. This orehestra has only
jeen organized for a very short
ime, but 1s making excellent nro-
Eess. Tt has made only two pub-

¢ appearances so far, but plans to
ake more in the future. Without
;‘.1;3, pntir:lng efforts of Mr. Oliver,
t would be impossible to have an
wehestra,  He helps the orchestra
E;ambezs practice when. he is- not
Di‘k!ng with the regular “pund.:
timgtmlenta of Naghyille High
Wool and-all the people of Nash:
rille, feel very mcky to have such
| capable person to teach and di-
‘ot the - muaiq;al ‘minded: of our
;qhool We are proud of Mr. Oliv-
i and Wlﬁh to thank him :tr,ﬁ' hig!

'easelﬂss Work

Aiter the orchestra had concludn
*d its program, tl’;a Naphvllle High
jchool Band started off in a biz
vay by beginning with the mareh,
‘Coast Guards” It was followed
yy several other grand marches.)
Phe overture of the band was “In'
i Persian Market,” The band en-
oyed presenting this number ‘even
hough it took several ‘hard “hours
i work to prepare for giving it.

 Next came the real treat, which
vas Doris Tollett p}@ymg a solo
wrrahgement of “Carry Me Back to
21d Virginia.” She was accompani-
'd at the piano by Charlotte Good-
ett. Doris is the first chair solo.
rumpet player and she proved her
ibility in holding thig position by
fiving a. very: good performatce.
dovis is a senior this year and
will nertalnly be missel:'l by the ¢
ire band. ;




KEEPING MUSIC IN MY LIFE AS A YOUNG ADULT

| thought | wanted to go to law school. When | got to the University of Arkansas, |
learned about tuition, books, housing, meals and there ended my career in law. |
hitched a ride to my sister's home in Texarkana and enrolled at Texarkana Business
College with the goal to be an accountant. With working on side jobs as a mechanic, an
ice cream plant employee and as a Texaco serviceman, | made it to graduation within a

year.

BUSINESS COLLEGE

THIEE SCHOOL aF DINTINGTION
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I worked as an office aide for Southern Ice, Montgomery Ward and other companies, ,
and then returned to Nashville, AR to set up bookkeeping for a tire and appliance store.
Next, | moved to Ft. Smith, AR to work for a lumber company where “double entry
bookkeeping” meant two sets of books. | did my job and moved on.

WW-Il ended and my parents signed for me to enlist in the Army. Basic training was
ending when | heard of a “BAND in the ARMY”. | was transferred to Virginia to finish
Basic training and to attend "BAND SCHOOL”. That was a tough assignment doing

both, but with perfect timing, | was off to the 304" Band in Washington, D.C.

‘9 d.l-.-r:(f ,a.,y'r.‘?r-‘{; .'.fllf.'v':"l V'//_I/
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Living quarters were elaborate (located in what was formerly a young ladies finishing
school) and positioned next to the amputee recovery uni_t of Walter Reed Hospital. |

L
Music and living were great as we played several significant events, assisted many of |
the returning heroes in their adjustment to life without limbs, and learned from
professional conductors and players.
.-:;ﬂm.'fughn'n-; -tbl'mwr
1946
|‘l-'a':|"l"”y4’ﬂl1j .(;‘wh'uy
Froah Fruit Cocklail
P juin with you in plelng thanks on this
wluy in sharving o furvest of nacwenl resourvees Houillon Crackorl Whaal Thing
wrd talents with the peoples of the world. Cihorking Stutlod Colary Gllves |

Thero is na greater need, aince thie bivtl of
our conntry, for hearifelt thanksieing than Roast Turkey

at the present time
Ciiblet Gravy Savory Dresaing

I wffer my personal thanks that we are
lrere dagether for Hhis foyons congnenration, Clranloity and Oranga Relish
May 1 oextend o each potlent o afncere wish
Sor his or her wolfarva, and ti sacli of the dity Whippnd Polatosn Butterad Grean Beang
povearinel iy lh'vlpml apyprreciation for hia ar

Ier loyal assistuce, fioarts of [otluca with Eag Dresding

Flot Dlirien Rulls Hublen
g ,pf", P’E"F; ﬂ.(‘,-{?_.-, Pumpkin Pie a'la Moda
PAADIEN TERIIAL WL B, MY,
C‘ SN Salted Muls Condioa Asgorled Fruits
Apple Cicai Colles |

Cligarelios

When we were not playing as a band, we had access to professional events throughout
the area, including those in New York City, but at age 19, what | wanted from the ARMY
was “OUT". | was honorably discharged after about 15 months and returned to
Nashville, AR to work in the payroll office for the contractor building the Narrows Dam
and Power Plant - located on Lake Greeson and the Little Missouri River near
Murfreesboro, AR.
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By chance, while in Texarkana at a band clinic (pursuing the mellophone girl who had
moved there), | meet Millard Laing, Henderson State Teachers College Music
Department head and French horn teacher. The next day | was packing my jeans and
combat boots (the only shoes | had at the time), quitting my job with the contractor, and
heading to Henderson State Teachers College (HSTC), where | got serious about
music.

AN EDUCATION IN MUSIC AND A LIFE MATE W { WHOM

In Arkadelphia, AR at HSTC, | had wonderful teachers, great symphony players as my
peers, ROTC, G. . Bill benefits, my own new French horn, girls my age all over the
place and a night time cafe job. Eugene Davis, Milliard Laing, and E. J. Marty were my
Horn teachers. During these years, there was Union membership, the Arkansas State
Symphony rehearsals in Little Rock, musicals in Little Rock and concerts all over the
state. "Practice, practice, practice” and “A440" were instilled in my life.

While touring with the HSTC band though Nashville, | played a solo in front of the band.
Mr. Bradley (my CRITIC in high school) told me that “he was proud of me”. | thanked
him for his help.

I had one special girlfriend until Vivojean (Bibo) Hooks arrived on campus to do her
junior year in high school in accelerated classes during the summer of 1948. After three
weeks, we never considered life without each other. She graduated from Prescott High
School a year later (1949) and we were married one week later and were both enrolled
in summer school three days after that, | got my Bachelors of Music Education (BMED)
degree four years later from HSTC, in August of 1953, while simultaneously gaining four
years teaching experience in Waldron, AR — my first BAND job.

Tienderson State @eachers College

livs canferved npon

Oruille A Kelley

e Begree ul
Wachelor of Music Ddncation

andall fhe eialts, oners and privileges appevirining to that degree.

A witiess therent this diploma dnlo sianed has been fasned ano
the wend of the Ll“ulivm- [pevennte affiscd,

Hepnen e e Wpaeh of Dieedara npon eecommentintion ¢F e Crenlhy af Ackuaellls, Arlnons on

Wy e seiantl ang of Moot A L wineleen honbred i lilly-Hheee,

/"fé'.ﬁ.;'. .';{..".," l—é;:‘-\!'{"-'”";/;'(,:,l
'/’ " s
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My Waldron, AR teaching experience set the tone for our careers and also the beautiful
life Vivojean and | spent as husband and wife for nearly 56 years. Our tasks over those
years would seem to be focused on either starting or restarting bands. | had about 66
college hours when The Arkansas Symphony took us to Waldron on tour in late
December of 1949,

When our bus arrived, HSTC band director Glenn Riggin had the administration
convinced that | could restart their band program, dormant since WW-II. They hired me
before the bus was unloaded. We moved at semester change in January 1950. We had
no car, but the Sawyers (the superintendent) the Grays (a member of the School Board)
and many other wonderful families took care of us. We outgrew our band room before
May, so they built one with an office and storage, provided a budget for instruments,
fixed the band student academic schedules to be “band friendly”, and we all worked well
together. Our son John came into our lives in January 1951.

The students were bright and ambitious and worked on all levels of achievement. The
program had District players the second year and All-Staters the next year. Sharon
Jackson reached that goal 5 times, one of the last two students to do in Arkansas.
Interestingly, Vivojean's sister, Susan Hooks (my private horn student), was the other
person to accomplish this fete.

L
g

iy,
%

Ny %

At our last Bi-State Contest in Ft. Smith, we were named Outstanding in Class in
marching, with the band dancing to “Arkansas Traveler”. These students developed a
love for music and pursued many varied careers — as singers in New York City, Federal
Judges, Nashville, TN performers, Band Directors, Chemists, Doctors, Attorneys,
Farmers, State Troopers, Mayors, College Football players — many Mothers and
Fathers and all great citizens. We always cherished those years of support and
enlightenment.

| received my Bachelors of Music Education in August 1953 from HSTC after 3z years
of summer sessions, Saturday all day classes and “short sessions” of 6 hours in two
weeks after summer school. We still had no car!
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While at a Waldron concert, as we were struggling with “Colonel Bogey”, my baton just
jumped out of my hand and into the audience, much as the song book had flown out the
window so many years ago. Vivojean did not react as had my Dad when faced with a
similar situation. She let me know that HER band director husband should henceforth:

L Hold onto that stick

2. Keep his feet close together

3. Be certain his coat was buttoned, and

4. Avoid trying to talk to the audience between selections

Because of the penalties imposed for not “holding on to the baton”, | did not use a baton
for the next few years. She did let me try it again, as long as | obeyed all the other rules
she put forth. 1still do, unless | forget - sometimes “in the loud spots™.

I‘. P ‘: 4 o . “

ORVILLE A, KELLEY
Direcior

< e

PURSUING A BAND CAREER - COMMERCE, TEXAS

By summer 1953, we had decided to try for a job in a college town where | could teach
and work on my Masters and Vivojean could complete her Baccalaureate Degree. A
job was available in Commerce, TX. We then withdrew my retirement funds, bought a
used car, and moved for me to teach and both attend East Texas State University
(ETSU).

When | went for my interview by bus, | again was met by the school administrators. Our
goals were the same and | accepted the position not knowing that East Texas Bands
were mostly Giant Bands! Superintendent Leonard Pruitt assisted in every way
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possible. We built a marching field to get away from practicing in the streets, and were
bused to the practice field after school. We ordered new uniforms promptly and
organized beginner classes in the Junior High after school. We recruited the best and
brightest students into music. | was also director of a very active and accomplished
string orchestra and beginner string class. Both groups performed at traditional school
concerts.

There were a few very good players, and several more who wanted to be very good
players. Some of these students too achieved the level of All-Staters. The first fall
semester was extremely challenging, but in the spring ETSU and Ray Luke supplied
student teachers of high caliber like Bob Ingram, Frank Garza, Steve Huberger, Ray
Rodkey, Bob Cartwrite, his brother and others alike. Ray Luke was always ready and
able to assist and the students and | marveled at the skills and techniques of clinicians
such as Alto Tatum and Johnny Williams.

In January 1955, Vivojean received her BA Degree with high honors from East Texas
State University. Then, her mother forgave me for marrying her before she graduated
from college. | accepted all the forgiveness she had for me. Our son, John was just
about to turn four years old.

Tast Cexas State @ earlers Gollene
Y| 3| %) =

Qumirerre, Tesid

e tf koot flyat Druille A, Kelley Iyairiong
sitccesstully complefed tye Qonese of Sty ws preseribed by the Faenlty
and B of Regenbwand awing copeplied witl all otler requirements
of tle Qallege, s been declared a

Messter of Thcation
aipd fe entitled to all eights and privile ges apprectaining to that degree,

I testimonyp wiereot, e Woaed of Regents, upon vecomtmeniation of tye Foenltp, has granted this
Wiploma, bepring the seal of Hhe Qollege,

Buue Hyis the foendp-sizth by of Ananst Nineteen Bundeed Fifbu-Fise
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MUSIC IN THE PINE TREES — ARKADELPHIA, ARKANSAS
Henderson State Teacher's College, my alma mater, called me for another rebuilding
program. In March 1955, with the help from some former Waldron students who were
enrolled at HSTC, | was offered the band director position to start the rebuilding of the
Reddie Band with a contingency factor — | must receive my Masters before start of
school in September. We were proud and honored with the opportunity and we happily
returned "home” together to Arkadelphia, AR.

I did receive my Masters in Music Education in August 1955, and we set about to
accomplish the goals set forth. We planned to recruit with a Dance band focus to gain
immediate approval with our students, and to build the program rapidly. This strategy
worked and the marching band more than doubled in size. During the 1956 spring
semester, the concert band was full as a wind ensemble, with capable performers in
every section. The “Collegians,” as the Dance Band was named, appeared live on TV
from Little Rock, and appeared at numerous dances and events where a seventeen
piece Dance Band would be welcomed. Some of these performances became annual
events. The HSTC students appreciated and accepted our efforts.

The Collegians

Undor the diraciion of Qrvillo Kelloy the Colloglans are the Hondorson  dance band, The
elane ki

Callugians play al many of the n:lmn‘y con ane wlae ake thoie dones
Mambars of the 195657 donco bond ore: Jorry Sa lakloy, Jack Gardan,
Torry Clampl, Willla Allon, snzophons Ranald  Ande

honel Ao athor lowne.

. Don Brownlog,  boss
Buddy Culpwoaod, David Russenborger, M Clark, CF s Walls, cornais; Richard Eeyten,
Jim Gravow, Bl Andraws, lrembones and Les Canor, didme,

|

Our family was happy and fortunate, as our parents lived nearby in Nashville and
Prescott. Unfortunately, Vivojean developed a health problem with her lungs and that
problem took its toll in every aspect of our lives, including dealing with experimental
surgery. We did overcome the adversity and left Henderson when John was seven
years old.

Leaving Henderson was to us like leaving our own breath to the “Stalwart pine trees”
(the first words of the HSTC alma mater). Under great leadership that followed, the
REDDIE BAND did continue to grow and prosper, tremendously.

We moved back to Texas in August, 1958.
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In 1958, with a storied history in a town of 9,000, the school leadership and its grand
and proud people called for their band to AGAIN return to prominence. In years long
past, Colonel E.V. Adams had left for the Texas A&M Band and Charles Enloe had
moved to Wichita Falls, TX. Both Colonel Adams and Mr. Enloe were recognized and
added to the Texas Bandmasters Hall of Fame, in 1991 and in 1993, respectively.

When | arrived, in Nederland, TX to assume leadership of the band program at
Nederland High School (NHS), the Nederland Bulldogs football team had just won AAA
State Championship (fall 1957) coached by future superintendent Emmett McKinzie,
after playing in the finals in 1956, coached by O.A. (Bum) Phillips. The fever to have a
great band was blazing. We had 108 on the band rolls at our first August 1958 meeting.
I quickly realized that the Administration and the School Board had described accurately
“WHAT NEEDED TO BE DONE”. With my 9 years teaching, my military service, and
my 30 years of many “hard times” and “adversity”, | had learned - it is often more
important to know “WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE”, than it is to know ‘HOW TO DO IT"!

School administrators had already begun to remedy the High School needs by placing
Bill Driskill at the Junior High and Elementary schools. He was a master at generating
numbers and quality young musicians. The 1958-1959 school year was the first year
with no ninth graders coming into the high school program, so we managed that year
with only returning upper classmen. That timing was perfect. Mr. Driskill's successors
continued the fine traditions, namely Willie LaGrone and Melvin Radke.

There needed to be discipline instilled in the program and my focus was on “WHAT
NEEDS TO BE DONE” included the values of fairness, strictness and consistency. All
rules were written, explained, signed by all concerned, and enforced both as to the
written word and as to the intent of those rules. We instilled pride in the band members
and performed with only 49 students at marching contest December 3, 1958, in
Hemphill, Texas. We earned our First Division rating in “Inspection” and when the
rating was announced, the students and our few fans exploded with JOY! When our
Division Il in marching was announced, the entire crowd responded the same way. We
were on our way to doing WHAT NEEDED TO BE DONE.

In 1958/59, the C.0. Wilson Junior High bands, under the direction of Bill Driskill,
achieved straight Division I's in marching, concert and sight reading. The Nederland
High School bands earned a “Rainbow II” in concert and a Division Il in sight reading.
We were only content that we were making progress toward stellar achievement. We
had begun to rebuild the program in October 1958 with 32 hand picked outstanding
students (with the support of their parents) from grades 10 through12 to whom we had
assigned instruments according to anticipated needs. Three seniors graduated in 1959
and 24 of the remaining core group graduated from high school, while remaining in the
band program! Some developed into great players, and all made a remarkable impact
on our success. The great sophomores of the class of 1960 joined us for the 1959-1960
school year and we all continued to pursue our goals together.

The school year 1960-1961 was rewarding as NHS earned the Sweepstakes award,
was designated Region Honor Band, and also was named #3 in the AAA TMEA State
Honor Band competition. Two years later, the same results were posted. NHS school
classification moved up to AAAA, (then the highest classification), and the band made it
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to the finals in Honor Band competition. There were numerous State Solo Finalists
through the years (at least 2 were named “THE OUTSTANDING” performers), and a
flow of All-Staters, with six graduates in 1965 holding this designation.

Throughout these years Roy Swicegood was both a vendor and my #1 mentor.

Our performances as “THE OFFICIAL BAND” for The Houston Oilers were a great
honor, and our invitation to march in the inauguration parade for President John F.
Kennedy and Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson on January 20, 1961 was a highlight in
the lives of the 93 students enrolled in band. Enthusiasm was high. We started a
second band in the fall of 1961 and made Division | ratings in the spring. We were
blessed with a flow of fabulous students through my tenure of 9 years.

INTERFAITH CH ng
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8 P.M. Saturday
August 20
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The goals of great music remain in the Nederland School District. Blanton McDonald
was my successor. He retired after 19 years of leading these bands. In 1995, Mr.
McDonald was recognized and added to the Texas Bandmasters Hall of Fame. Val
Rose followed and retired from NHS after 13 years. His son, Gregg Rose is the present
director serving in the role for the past 7 years, as only the fourth director in almost 50
years.

Those years have brought NHS 48 consecutive First Divisions in Marching Contests,
almost a like number in Sweepstakes Trophies, and “Outstanding” recognition in other
private contests. Non-varsity bands of the highest caliber constantly replenish the
varsity, year after year.

| am the fourth former band director for the Nederland High School Bands to be
inducted into the Texas Bandmasters Hall of Fame.

Thank you, Nederland. Black and gold, still true blue!

' rHe, popT JARTHUR MNEWS

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 1961 ' |
~rland Band

Gold-Spangled N@@:ﬂ

Ready for Capital Trek!

L
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EY EBOB WAERD
NEDERLAND, Dee, 2% (Sph—
Orville A. Kelley, Nederland High
School hand divector, richly de-
serves the honor thal comes with
his band being selectod s a!
marching unil to represent Texas
in the presidential inaugural pa-
rade at Washinglon, . €. on|
Jan, 20,

Mews that the band would be
inviled to participale, 1he only
high school band from Texas o
honored was announeed Saturday.

Other Vinils Inviled

Other unils which will partici-
pate include baneds front 1the Uni.
versily of Texas, Texas A & M
and Southwest Texas Stale Tesch.
ers College and the isher County

Symphony Orchestra as  second
chair French horn. During this
petiod he perlormed two seasons
under the direction af Josel Blalt,
now with the New York Meirg.
polican Opera Co. in' New York
and one s e ason under Willinm
Hacker, now conductor of the Vig-
ginia Symphony.

Serving 15 months in (he Army,
he was assigned 1o Washington,
D, C. oand played as solo French
horn for the 304th Army Band,

Mr, Kelley was divector of In.
strumental Musie  for Waldron,
Ark. public schools for four years,
In 1953, while al Waldron, his
band was recopnized as 1he best
in ils class in the bi-stale Music
Fegtival al Fort Smith. It was

Sheriff Posse, a drill squad and
Wainwrighl Rifle Squad from Jahn
Tarellon Stale Colloge,
Mr. Kelley, 32, a nalive of Du-
rant, Okla., veceiver his early
schooling in Nashville and Wash-
ington, Ark, He reteived his hacl-
elor of Music Education degrea
from Henderson State Teachoers
College, Arkadelphia, Ark., in 1953
and a masters degree in Fdu-
ealion in Musie fram Bast Texas
Stale Teachers Collepe, Commerce
in 1955,
Accomplished Musiclan

His experience ranges from
[actual work with students to solid
|theoretical subjects in music and
music educalion, An aceomplished
rench horn player, he also is pro-
licient with the clarinet, oboe, bas-
soon and violin

While altending Henderson Slale
College, Mr. Kelley played three
seasons with the Arkansas Siale

also awarder the secontd hest band
raling al the festival, including
bands from all classes,

Taught at Commerce

Next Mr, Kelley went o Cam-
meree, Tex. ag the director of
instrumental music for the publie
schools, When he arrived for his
new ioh he found only 42 band
memberg, but fwn years later
when he lefl the bhands had 110
members plug a string program
wilth 22 members,

Al Commeree, Tis  marching
hand received a Division 1 rating
in the Region 1V, Interscholastic
Leagie competition. Thiz was the
first time in many years thal Coni.
merceh ad even enlered marching
band compelition, Hig concerl hand
recaived a Division 11 rating.

Tn the IFall of 1955, Mr. Kelley
ool The position of direcior of
bands and instructor in the divis.
ion of music al Henderson Stale

Avkansas public schools and al

'Nederland Band’s Bid to mdu;gﬁ;al
Is Tribute to Diretcor O. A. Kelley

Teachers College. His dufics con-
sisted of divecting the mareching
hand, the concerl band, tha ROTC
hand, the dance orchestra: teach-
ing classes in all brass and wind
insgtruments and applied lessons,
teaching of hand and orchestra
administralion elasste in Edu-
ealion;  supervision of praclice
teachers in band, recruling for,
and the development and admiiniy-
tration of an Instramental Music
Department and band program al
the college,

Txpands Band 2

In his first yoar, Mpr. JKellay
had four band or orchestra majors
and when he lelt three years laler
hee had increased this number o
15, During this perind his band
grew from 44 {o 65. Alsn a hrass,
wondwind and elarinel chair were
organized during his lenuve nl the
schonl.

During his fwo vears al Ned-
erland, Mr. Kelley's bands have|
rated excellent in almost all con-
tests that they have enlered,

He held numerous professiona)
offices “while leaching music in

Henderson Stale. Sinee his arvival
at Nederland, he has held manv
professional musie offices in area
and stale organizations.

He sevved as general conles!
chairman of the Region 111 Uni-
versity Inlerscholastic League
Musie Conltests in 1959:60 and
host director of the 1959 Mairch-
ing Conlest,

Plays I Symphony

He presenily holds the secnii
position in lhe Fronch Horn See.
lion in the Beaumont Symphony|
Orchestra, i

His most vecent honor was be.
ing name 1o the Sixth All-Ameri.
can Bandmaslers Band early in

December, The band 5 sponsoved
by the Mid-Wesl National Band
Clinic and composerd of halional
figures in band work. |

The band presented a concert |
in Chicago on Dec, 17 and was
divected by Authur IFielder, con-
ductor of the Bostori *'Pops" or.
chestya. Other top music leaders
from the United Stales Canarla
and England participated in the
concert, : !

Mr, and Mre. Kelley have heen
married 11 years and have & nine- |
year-old son. Mrs. Kelley leaches!'
in €. 0. Wilson Junior High in

’
|

o s

Nederland, ’




Band Members Get Credit
For National Honor Spot

Thir task of seetving an invila-yson, which runs frmn the start

o 1o nnech down Pennsylvania
avenue oon o Tnigeueallon Day
called Tor i censpless offort of
perstasion. with every polifieinn
Liebievest Lo e eapable of pulling
thee slrings,

Bl the Sederlimed high sehool
Bavrel will not be helping  usher
inJdaek Kenneily  snd Lydon
Johmson just beeawse of Orville
Fellvy's  pounding with  leliers
and longpdistinee (elephone ealls,

Members Bue {Iredit

T R TIe T " Thoy
are b ones who have pul Toeih
Wilh the oxhin elfoel and deglye. !

The sincere, modest bl ag-
aressive divector snid  hia pre-
senl ongl ds Udefinitely U best
I've ever instrueted.”

He deservibeg hig M-member
gronp-~the: anly high sehool hand
chosen from Texas 1o munveh in
e ginnt exlravaganza—ns the
“elosetmit group  I've  ever
sern,

Mindiul of the futme, they are
all jmsleueted fo lake part In
other sehaal activities if possible,
aml do g0 comimendably, “iBot,
snid Kelley, “whers you see ong
band member, Ihere nlways
aeems o be another righl nlong-
Sty

Kelley  preseeibea Alwea 90-

Cwilnmie practice fiold  sossions

CThe eredil poes o (he band|.

of school through December,

says Xelley,

thely yearly

Ak,

trip?

by,

per week during naeching sen-

AT

Pluylng Most Vital
APlaying Ihe Instrument is e
most lim[um-l'uul part,

trip—which Infer

twened out fo be Hol Springs,

Linda's Juke, of fhe “eruel”
varkuly, went like his:

“Mr. Kelloy, e, EKelley,
mu‘ul"wn Ao Lo Tawnli for one

UShat up oand keep siwviene
"

R

though,"
“We o devole  one
howe per day  every weel fo
this, The next most dl (Heall (nsk
Ia putting the two playving and
marching—togother, Then come
the little defails, like ecarvying
the instruments nl
heighl and walching (he  swing
of ‘the wemg, Tho lithe dotails—
thal's wheve they separvale lhe

JOKETS™
ON KELLEY

Twirler Lindn Beflow Iy ored.
el by Mrs, Orville Kelley with
“the hest Joke oty husbad,

Kt wvan first fold about a year
o whon some Nedevland hand
members wern laoking ahend to

the  right

good bawds from (he oulstand-
ing ones."

Of all the recugnilions bestowe
o on the bind, Kelley singles
out nocomment [vem Col, T2, V.,
Adnms of Texas ALM. The chiel
Judpe of the Texas Interseholas-
lie League morching conlest ot
Orange Dee, 3, added this (o
his seove sheol affer watching
(he  six-minule  Nedeeland  per-
[ormanee,

"A heautifully uniformed bhand
whieli was o pleasire 1o waleh
and Judge, 1 i out of adjectives

all concerned — g wonderful pee-
formance, T will e be proud
of Texas if Nederland is selected
lo el at Washington,”

Ciogo fo Jolinson

Details of e Nederland des
logation®s  pavlicipation I the
parado are expecled b be com-
pleted shovtly.

“"We Lknow ihe parade will be
leel Dy the Washington  bands,"
said IKellay. "Next will come the
Mussachusetls proup with Ken-
nedy, We will be loealed sobie-
where elose to Sen. Johnson with
thee ofher units from Texas,"

Four march mmmbers—"Grand-
fosa," Washinglon Grays," “Ths
under and Blazes” ang "Wl Cibe

illera™ — are planned by 1he
(Hee MIMBIURS, Page 11)

P TR

s T My congrailations-to.

that. would adefiniely. deseribe:

Members=

(Continued from Papge 1)

Mederland band, but Kelley was
‘quick 1o point out that we'll
pindly play sonme Texas funes for
(hem i they tell vg lo,”

Kelloy enlls the Invitalion 1o
Waghingfon “his preatest thrill
anl somothing that T feel suve
will be a onee-dna lifelime op
oty

Mok unlike the Ioothall fram
thitt i No, 1, Nederland's bind
willcbe prabihly: be “pointed, at”
infetvp perfarmpnees’ Dl
Kelley has n sl.-u.; Uhigga of My
tuening lellermen. o oo

Thig thing is just hb‘glﬁhin’m"
said the divectnr, "We have 57
gtudents participating in band in
the school system from the fiflh
I;gnldn .

Twenly-five  senlars will he
among Those from Nederland in
Washinglon, but U6 juniors and

4% sophomores male nexl year

oo =D - woAO=Ew®

prospects hright,

Theee's nolhing that will {ap)
this nehievement,” FKelley  said,
“hut we've got something starl-
od now and have lo live up to
our reputation in the oture,”

the baml members  they hal
been seleeted,

The kitls' veeation?
| "Pandemeniin,” snid Kelley,

It nll beeame officinl af last
o Dees 20 when a telegram
ot #late parade  ehairman
fyron Skellon of Temple  ar
vivedd al  the  adminisiealion
hmilidling. School hoard pregident
Tyler  Kivklund  recelved  fhe
invitation amd immediately nofi-
e the vaeationing diveclor and
_superintendent,




51C ON THE ROAD
_olE= industry leaders i [ jor i
3= ('y ; eaders In rep::esentatlon of a major instrument
b pﬂi - ﬁﬁoosnng to join King Musical Instruments of (Cleveland) Eastlake, Ohio
ol =4 | |
{ﬂz!»’ ser;/ta as saleg manager and as the front line contact with educators in
ef " n‘; ﬁs ba, ar_1d WlscanIp. We chose to live in Mason City, lowa so that

o w:@z‘f‘. £ he beneéfit of a historic and nationally acclaimed band p;rogram for his

¥ _ =_ He made All-State Band and was first chair in the High School

6 2 d o' = i his high school years came when h
| 1 igh ¢ e played lead tru i
f —=ic Man” written and composed about Mason City, with n'I\:Ilzt:'a.‘?itdli?hﬂm

E_fﬂgtir' -Vser in the audience.

THE STANDARD OF EX CELLENCE -
RIGHT DOWN THE LINE

When KING Regional Manager, Orville Kelley, decided Lo
leave his post as Dand Director at Nederland, Texas High
gchool, he was a little concerned about uprooting his fam-
ily, especially son Johnnie, who was first chair cornetist
in the Nederland Band.

The Kelleys moved to Mason City, Towa, home ol one of
the finest high school bands in the nation; and Johnnie re-
sponded to his new situation by promptly winning first
chair in the Mason City Band. He recently topped Lhat
achievement by being named to the Towa All State Band.
Johnnie atlributes part of his success to his new Silver
Flair Trumpet. Our congratulations to young Johnnie
Kelley for this outslanding achievement.

gz a1siness; the travel by plane and auto wa iti
’ ; . s exciting and exhausti
/ ~wvith included businessmen representing both large and smx—::jIIStmg.

~ / ormers and educators at all levels. | wa '

39"' . . : s also in charge of

. -;f"';', i My area for the company. This incl i :
W ﬁ «d All-State conventions. ! Tiaticed Midwes, bedionsl Rand
Vil nﬁ’/ s, Vivoj

Ayt O o Pl chuean contracted a deadly bacterial blood infection which

= . -7 ofhcs w"atrl‘w muscle tissues. The disease is considered fatal, but thanks
iV ‘v‘(;/.ﬂ ith a great young doctor, Vivojean survived another 34 years.

residency was moved to Texas to get us closer to family. John

=2 ith hi i i
- % e famill; c|::1atshs o; 1969 while | continued my travel schedule.
- % /, L V! the summer of 1969, | accepted the band director's job
wwwhere Vivojean did some substitute teaching at the High School

ﬂzﬂ‘,-/ Page 22
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John became a student at North Texas in 1969-1970 and Vivojean’s only sister lived
near Fort Worth.

We then got on the road again, moving to Texas City, where | had the opportunity to
work with Bob Renfroe for the 1970-1971 school year.

At Fry Junior High School, | was privileged to work with outstanding young students and
great players, enjoying the school, the city and working with a supportive administration.
The band was excellent, achieving high marks at contests. Vivojean returned to the
class room at Blocker Jr. High.

Another milestone was reached this year as John, now 21 years of age, married the
former Suzanne Clark in July 1971 while they were both music majors at North Texas.
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THE MUSIC PROGRAM — SPRING, TEXAS — THE BEST BAND JOB IN AMERICA

In 1971, Dr. Joe Beneke, who had been a band director colleague in Orange while | was
in Nederland beginning in 1958, was Assistant Superintendent at Spring ISD.

The Spring Schools were growing at an unprecedented rate and Dr. Beneke envisioned
that the district would be a national leader of innovative education. He delivered my
assignment as Director of Bands and Coordinator of Music: Develop a music program
to exemplify to the entire country the level of education and achievement that was
present in our school. Our music program was on a fast path to be the first prominent
“STAR” from our school. We used themes from “Super Star” as our “Rally song” and
the band, the student body, and the parents rallied with each announcement of success.

New band uniforms bore a shooting "silver star” on the jacket back. We began a well
supervised, strong and viable private lesson program with outstanding teachers / tutors
from Huntsville to Houston both within school hours and evenings.

Soon, there was no shortage of students, just teachers. Among the fine teachers were
Fred Schroeder who was director at the new Bammel Middle School where he was
soon the TMEA CCC Honor Band conductor and David Brodnax, who later chose
college leadership, directing the program at Spring Middle school. Both men served as
assistants at the High School. The word was that the Spring High School Band had
never earned a UIL First Division in any category, but that would soon change.

The Concert Band performed as Dr. Beneke wished and expected and earned First
Divisions in both Concert and Sight reading in April 1972. This band continued to
Starlite Spring ISD by also winning a First Division at the Invitational Concert Contest at
Six Flags over Texas at Dallas.
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The next year (school year 1972-1973), the band added another FIRST, earning the
Band UIL Sweepstakes trophy along with another First Division at Six Flags.

|, 4 " P f
VA

The Music Programs from Spring ISD are well known by many, and are acclaimed as
Pure Stars of Texas. Their records may, someday, be acclaimed as national treasures.
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STAGEBAND || /2
FIRST ROW: Randy Meares, Coy Sevier, Mike Richmond, Linda Gambill, Harley Bateman. SECOND

ROW: Zac Webb, Rodney Jenkins, Don Hayes, John Palmer, THIRD ROW: Mark Ayers, sherry Martin,

David Hiett, John Bammel, Bruce Mintz, Mark Bell, Wayne Hughes.
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MUSIC IN MY SOUL

| had learned to move a lot during those 9% years in public schools, attending either 8
or 9 schools during those years, Certainly my family had desperately moved often in
the days of the GREAT DEPRESSION, and the GREAT DUST BOWL, going wherever
a sharecropper might find a place. Moving residences was by now second nature and
Vivojean and | moved “ONE MORE TIME"- in 1973, to Lake Charles, Louisiana, where
| resumed life as a businessman in the music delivery business.

She and | had always promised each other that we would leave teaching “while we still
loved it". That calling let us continue teaching — no longer students in public schools,
but providing guidance to the many young band directors in the South Western
Louisiana area who exhibited ambition, as we had 23 years before.

| am able to mentor many, focusing on ways to help these young band directors to build
and to enjoy their bands. Most of the schools are small and many of these directors
were already motivated in college by Kelly Love (no relation) as he had taught them well
— to recognize “WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE". As Mr. Love had moved away, the tasks
were easy, and brought joy as we sought to show these directors “HOW TO DO IT" -
and to create a profitable business as well.

Vivojean and | often attended 2, 3, even 4 football games on Friday nights. Most of our
lifelong friends are now retired, and we assist their successors and their grandchildren,
and all others involved in music in our schools. Louisiana has been great to my family.

Representing my Family for generations to come. Jennifer Marie, (my “Jennarie”), her
wonderful husband Brian Lee White, five year old Britton Fincher White, and one year
old Harrison Kelley White.
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All Stater (2002) Grand-daughter Jessica Kelley Aucoin

| reflect back — if I'd stayed in Nederland, TX — | would now be starting my 50" year
there! If I'd stayed in Spring, TX — | would be starting my 37" year there! Thank God, |
still have health and energy. Vivojean was laid to rest on February 13, 2005. John and
Suzanne and | continue to make our way in Louisiana.

Louisiana is different — Louisiana is home! Those many years in Texas for which I'm
now being honored prepared the way for what we do now. | am most grateful for the
bands which have made up the majority of my life’s work, the students with their zeal for
music and for the many, many supporters who have recognized and shared the music
in my soul as my best friends.
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Representing many great friends in Louisiana.
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CD -1

Track
1-6

11

12

13

1965 ~ 1966

1966-1967

PROGRAMS

(Recovered from L P 33 1/3 by B.G. (Vestige)

Concerts & Contests

Lincolnshire Posy

(1) Lisbon

(2) Horkstow Grange
(3)Rufford Park Poachers
(4)The Brisk Young Sailor
(5)Lord Melbourne

(6)The Lost Lady Found
Grainger - 1966

The Florentiner
Fucik - 1966

La Fiesta Mexicana
(8)Prelude and Dance
(9)Mass

(10)Carnival

Reed - 1967

Hail Miami!
Richards - 1964

Polka and Fugue
Weinberger — 1963

Crusade for Freedom
Richards - 1963

CD -1

Track
1

1

Manzoni Requiem
Verdi - 1965

Queen of Sheba
Gounod - 1963

Incantation and Dance
Chance - 1964

The World is Waiting
For the Sunrise
Lockhardt - 1965

First Suite in Eb
(5) Chaconne

(6) March

Holst - 1966

Second Suite in F

(7) March

(8) Song Without Words

(9) Song of the Blacksmith

(10) Fantasia on the
Dargason - 1961

The Pentagon
Green - 1965

DVD MARCHING CONTESTS

(Recovered from 16mm film by CMR) — (NHS 67)

Washington Grays
Battle of the Winds
Inglesina

La Reine De Saba
{Queen of Sheba)
Crown Imperial

1964-1965

1963-1964

The Melody Shop
Canton Aero Club
Elsa’s Procession to

the Cathedral
Procession of the Nobles

March

Valdres

La Virgin de la Macarena
(not recorded)




