Biographicl Sketch
Teaching Career of Sherry Lee Albritton

11y
Sherry Albritton received his Bachelor of Music degree from the University of
North Texas, Denton, Texas, and began teaching at DeKalb High School in 1950.
He earned a Master of Education degree from East Texas State University,
Commerce, Texas. Supervisory certification was earned at the University of
Houston and Mid-Management certification at Prairie View A & M University ,
Prairie View, Texas.

The first ten years were spent teaching in East Texas schools and serving in the
First Armored Division Band. In 1960 he became director of the Taft High School
Band which received several Sweepstakes Awards. In 1968 Mr. Albritton moved
to Rosenberg where he served fourteen years as band director and six years as
Director of Fine Arts for the Lamar Consolidated 1.S.D. Many Sweepstakes
Awards were earned in U.L.L. competition as well as Superior ratings at the
Bucccaneer Band Festival, Six Flags over Texas, Six Flags over Georgia and
Florida World Music Festival. He retired after thirty-eight years but continued to
teach privately for five years in various Houston area schools as well as teaching
another five years in Carisbad, New Mexico. After substituting in various schools
as band director and assistant principal, Mr. Albritton completed fifty years of
teaching in 2000. He served as Region Chairman of Region X1V, Executive

Secretary of Region X VII and was a charter member of the Texas Music
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Adjucators Association having judged marching, concert and sight-reading for
over thirty years. He was listed in “Leaders of American Educators” in 1972 and
was presented an Honorary Lone Star Farmer Award for service to the state
organization with his stage band. The B. F. Terry High School Band, Rosenberg,
Texas, has named the Outstanding Musician Award for S.L. Albritton. In 2001
he received the T.B.A. Lifetime Meritorious Acheivement Award. Group
affiliations include Texas Music Educators Association, Texas Bandmasters
Assoc., Classroom Teachers Assoc., Phi Mu Alpha Fraternity and Texas State
Teachers Association.

Many people have influenced me through the years namely Wayne Rapier my
good high school oboist friend with the Boston Symphony, Roy Wallace my higi}
school band director, Dr. Lee Gibson U. of N.T., my clarinet teacher, Maurice
McAdow, my university band director, Marion Busby and Bryce Taylor to name
a few. My greatest asset has always been my wife, Elizabeth, who for 54 years
has made ever step with me. Our wonderful children Steve, Susan and Lee were
great musicians and contant supporters as well as our grandchildren Cathrine,
Neal, Laura and Brent who are also fine musicians. During my fifty years of
teaching I have observed the amazing development of our band programs from the

carly “one town - one director” stage to the best bands in the world. It has been a
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wonderful life! I am still enjoying it in retirement!




HONORARY MEMBERSHIP

of the
Texas Rssociation of Tuture Farmers of America

The Homorary Lone Star Farmer Begree 8 amarded to

Sherry  Albrifion

in recognition of outstanding service to vocational agriculture and the
Future Farmers of America

July (G, (934 W/M
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Departinent of Music

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS
THE COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78712

November 20, 1967

Mr. S. L. Albritton
Band director

Taft High School
Taft, Texas

Dear Albritton:

To you and members of the Taft High School Band,
I offer my sincerest congratulations for the
fine musicianship and showmanship shown last
Saturday at the Region X1V Marching ContestT.
There was more gpirit and enthusiasm displayed
at this contest by directors, students and audi-
ence than T have witnegsged at any of the other
fine conteste that I have vigited.

Fepecially do I want to congratulate you and your
band for your contribution. Your performance wasg
musical, interesting and tastefully presented with
a dignity in keeping with the status of the band
ag an educatiocnal media.

My begt wishes for your continued success
Cordlallj/y§ur
‘\i Ay
{/[{/VL ) [\}\Jf
elson Patrick,
Asgociate Professor

in Music Education

GP:dqg




February 12, 1973

Mr. S. L. Albritton

Director of Bands

Lamar Consolidated High School
Rosenberg, TX 77471

Dear Mr. Albritton:

Today I received a copy of a recording of the 1971-72 Lamar
Consolidated Bands containing the performance of my TOCCATO.
I want to take this opportunity to tell you how delighted I
was with the performance of this most difficult work. When
I was writing this piece two years ago, I had in mind that
it would only be playable by some of the better university
bands in that nation. Over the past year, I have received
numerous tape recordings of college band performances, and
I want you to know that your recording ranks among the best
of these I have heard. T wish I could thank each of your
students personally, but since this is impossible, I hope
you will pass along to them my highest respect for their
accomplishments. It goes without saying that their efforts
would be meaningless without the expertness and leadership
from you and your instructional staff.

My sincere thanks to all of you, and my best wishes for your
continued excellence in music.

Yours truly,

. Tull, Director
Department of Music

pw

cce Principal, Lamar Consolidated High School

Sam Houston State University

Huntsville, Texas 77340
FISHER A. TULL - Director
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for his contribution to an outstanding performance.

Presented this 21st day of February, 1958 at the

Moody Center, Galveston, Texas

Texas Music Educators Association Convention
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THE PRICELESS GIFT

Now that band is a memory
all the melodies are sweeter.
The great big blue-gray group

seems more a family
And Mr. "A" is more a father

because we suddenly have to leave him.

I'11 remember climbing on the bus
in search of some new fantasy

And I'll never forget how proud he was
when we finally reached the top,

Or how very sympathetic
when our best wasn't good enough.

Perhaps it's all so valuable
because music lives forever
And even when the medals fade

and the trophies turn to dust
The song of love he taught

will live on in our hearts.

Mr. "A" was always there
to push us a little harder

And to offer a hug and a smile
whenever things got sentimental

And the music was so good it hurt.

We can never go back
to the happy group we were

But we may never leave
the spirit and the exaltation

0f the concerts and rehearsals
and the crescendos without end.

This is not a good-bye
or a final thank-you note...
Just a reminder to those who remain

that all the work is worthwhile
And every melody is priceless

just because it's TODAY.

Lisa Schultz,

1979
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@hiz iz to Certify that

S. L. ABRITTON

Having met the requirements as aef forth by the
Gommittee for Music Contests Adpdiration and Performanre Stadards,
hag been approuved fo judge
#. 3. Z. Mugic Contests

1977 to 1978

Birector Music Activities

Birertor of Eeaﬁfn




Kelly Grems, Chairman
Region XIX Jr. High Band
15545 E1 Camino Real
Houston, Texas 77062

Mr. S. L. Albritton
Lamar Consolidated ISD
930 E. Staddium Drive
Rosenberg, Texas 77471

Dear Sherry,

Thank you for being the clinician this year for the Region XIX Jr. High
South Band. You did a very thorough job of preparing our students in such
a short time for their evening concert.

I was very pleased with your selection of music. It was challenging
and interesting for the students and, considering the standing ovation
given by the audience, it was enjoyable to listen to also. A record of

the concert has been ordered for you and should be mailed in about 6-8
weeks.

Hopefully, you will be able to join us again in the future as clinician.

Sincerely,

Kelly Grems




Leaders of
American Secona’ar(y F ducation

This is o certﬂy that

S. L. ALBRITTON | .
has been selected as a Leader of American Secondarg/ Education

jor 1972 in recognition gj contributions to the advancement gj

secondary education and service to community.

V. Gilbert Beers, Ph.D)

d
Director




LAMAR CONSOLIDATED INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

MEMO: December 13, 1978

TO: Sherry Albritton
L.eroy Gerdes
Pete Sposota
Victor Williams '
Carlton Marsh

FROM: E., O. Willhelm, Superintendent {ﬁ
¢

SUBJECT: Band Performance at the Astrodome

The performance of the marching band in the Astrodome last
Saturday night was excellent., I am very proud of the band, because
I can always count on a performance that '"wins'' the half-time. You
won the half-time at the Dome against excellent competition.

I appreciate your dedicated effort, the long days of practice, and
the originality of all the shows this past season. Even though the football
team didn't win state, I can say with confidence that the Lamar Band is
the state champions of 1978,

Thanks for a good season of half-time shows.




JR.

HAISE,

FRED W
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Richmond Sesquicentennial Committee

S

presents

Certificate of Apprec

iation

ing in

t

rticipa
during
Texas’s 150th Birthday

for pa
Sesquicentennial Activities

a Commemorative Celebration

Sesquicentennial Committee Chairman

THesch 7,

Richmond Mayor
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Carlebad Munieipal Schoole

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION

Precented to S. L. Albritton
in recognition of 5 yeare of cervice fo Carlchad Municipal Schoole

Pracented thic 2<th day of May, 199€
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Boara‘éf Education (Carlebad Schoole




Meritorious Achievement Award

The Board of Directors of the Texas Bandmasters Association
is proud to present the Second Annual Meritorious Achievement Award

S. L. Albritton

S. L. Albritton received his Bachelor of Music degree from The
University of North Texas, Denton, Texas, and began teaching at DeKalb
High School in 1950. He earned a Master of Education degree from
East Texas State University, Commerce, Texas. Supervisory certifica-
tion was earned at the University of Houston and Mid-Management cer-
tification at Prairie View A & M University, Prairie View Texas.

The first ten years were spent teaching in East Texas schools and
serving in the 1st Armored Division Band. In 1960 he became director
of the Taft High School Band where he taught seven years. The Taft
Band earned many Sweepstakes Awards. In 1968 Mr. Albritton moved
to Rosenberg, Texas, where he served for fourteen years as band direc-
tor and six years as Director of Fine Arts in the Lamar Consolidated
1.S.D. Numerous Sweepstakes Awards were earned by the Lamar Mus-
tang Band as well as Superior ratings at the Buccaneer Band Festival,
Six Flags Over Texas, Six Flags Over Georgia and Florida World Music
Festival in Orlando, Florida. He retired in 1988 after 38 years of teaching in Texas. After retirement he taught
privately for five years in Houston area schools then continued teaching for another five years in Carlsbad,
New Mexico. He substituted in various schools, cliniced bands and judged throughout the state to complete 50
years in the business.

Mr. Albritton has served has Region Chairman of Region XIV, Executive Secretary of Region XVII and
was a charter member of the Texas Music Adjudicators Association having judged marching, concert and
sight-reading for over thirty years. He was listed in “Leaders of American Secondary Educators” in 1972 and
was presented an Honorary Lone Star Farmer Award for service with his stage band. The B. F. Terry High
School Band, Rosenberg, Texas, has named the Outstanding Musician Award for S. L. Albritton. Group affili-
ations include Texas Music Educators Association, Texas Bandmasters Association, Classroom Teachers As-
sociation, Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia Fraternity and Texas State Teachers Association.

It is gratifying to see former students support music education by becoming teachers and by expressing the
desire that their children enjoy the same wonderful experience that they did as band members.

Without the support of Elizabeth, his wife of 51 years, and his three children, Steve, Susan and Lee, none of
this would have been possible. We are proud of our four grandchildren all involved in bands i.e. Catherine,
Deep Park High School, Neal, Deep Park Intermediate School and twins Laura and Brent, at Klein High
School.
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SHERRY ALBRITTON
Band Director

CHARLES MAXWELL
Asst. Band Director

BOB MASSEY
Asst. Band Director
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SPECIAL AWARD

Prmntmg aspecial award to 8. L. Albritton for appreciation of untiring and devote:
service to all crippled and burned children through the Fort Bend Shrine Club is Ear
Browning, past president and coordinator of football games for the local Shriners
This year the Shriners gave $7,000 in proceeds from their football game to the cripplel
children, bringing their total proceeds for nine years tg$55,000.




Lamar's Top Music

Man Deserved Honor

The Lamar High School Band honored S.L. Albrit-
ton Monday night at its annual banquet, and we want
to echo the praise passed out for the man who has
served as the band’s director for the past 14 years.

Under the leadership of Sherry Albritton, the
Lamar Band received 37 first-division ratings in con-
cert, sightreading and marching. He helped produce
24 All-State band students at Lamar, and has receivec
nine first-division ratings at Festival contests.

More importantly from our point of view, Sherry
Albritton has taken that extra step in his profession,
going far beyond the sphere of "collecting &
paycheck.”” He has worked long hours before, during
and after school to help the Lamar band achieve bott
group and individual recognition.

One of the highlights of each Lamar Mustang foot
ball game is the halftfime entertainment, and Sherry
Albritton has played a key role in these highly suc
cessful productions for 14 years.

He was present for his last Lamar Band banque
Monday night as the band’s director, having alread)
assumed the duties of music director. for the Lamal
Consolidated Independent School District.

And he hit the ground running in that new job
already having received approval from the board o
trustees for a district-wide music program that is ex
pected to enhance both the musical and educationa
skills of students on all levels.

We're happy to have S.L. Albritton “in the driver”:
seat’’ as the top music man in the Lamar district.






MAN OF THE HOUR

S.L. Albritton was the man of the hour at the Lamar High Band
Banquet Monday at the American Legion Hall in Rosenberg.
Albritton is leaving as head band director and will be in charge
of the entire music program for Lamar Consolidated Indepen-
dent School District. Here, he shows a framed poem about him
presented by the band booster club.
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INTERLOCHEN

Home of the
World Famous National Music Camp

THE NINETEENTH SEASON

June 30th to August 26th, 1946
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Sunrise service
open to public

The people of the Richmond-
Rosenberg area are invited to
attend a non-denominational

" Easter Sunrise service at
Lamar Mustang Stadium at
6:30 a.m. Sunday.

Dr. Roy Enquist, chairman
of the Department of Theology
and Philosophy at Texas
Lutheran College, Seguin, will
be the guest speaker. His
message will be entitled “The
Power of Easter”.

The Community Chorus
under the direction of S. L.
Albritton will be singing,
accompanied by a brass group
from the high school. Mem-
bers of the Lamar High School
Band, also under the direction
of Albritton, will accompany
the congregation in hymn

‘ singing and will also provide
special music.

A free-will offering will be
collected with proceeds going

to the religious program at
Richmond State School.

This service is being
sponsored by the Tri-Lutheran
Co-ordinating Committee of
Rosenberg which consists of
representatives from Peace,
St. Paul and Trinity Lutheran
Churches.

In case of rain, the service |
will be held in Herndon |
Auditorium. f
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The 1966 Tracks is proudly and respectfully

® dedicated to Mr. Sherry Lee Albritton. You,
Mr. Albritton, have shown us the deep rewards
a f ,c that are obtained only from hard work and
desire.
L]

50636

%@2 You have encouraged us with your

o) superb sense of humor and understanding.

}5 Because your band has won for Taft the respect
i"\ﬁ% studel of so many, our whole school has benefited from
7@ the efforts of your band. We want you to know,
79

§

068

6

Mr. Albritton, that you are truly appreciated
Taft and admired by each of us.
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Letter

To The

Editor

1436 Clodah Drive
Corpus Christi, Texas
April 16, 1966

1Principal of Taft High School
Taft, Texas

Dear Sir:

Yesterday I was in Luby’s
when ¢ your band came in 1o
have lunch. I watched them as
they came in, as they went
through the line, and after they
took their seats in the dining
room. It was a real pleasure
to observe them. It has been
a long time since I have seen
a group of students so well
mannered, so poised, so quiet,
and so well groomed. Without
exception they were ladies and
gentlemen in every respect. Al-
so, they had such bright, intel-
ligent looking faces. I was so
pleased to see that all of them
had their hair well groomed. I
think a lot of us who teach are
a bit tired of the ‘‘shaggy hair-
ed, sloppy’” student. Your stu-
dents wore their uniforms with
pride and dignity. So often when
students are in such a large
group away from home they
tend to become loud. All of the
Taft students kept their voices
down.

ome of the girls sat at a
table next to mine. I compli-
mented them on their appear-
ance and behavior, but I would
| like for you to pass on to them |
all my admiration and praise.
|The girls told me that they had
| won the sweepstakes. I am so
glad. I hope they realize that
discipline probably made the
difference; we who teach know
that the student who has order
in his hie learns more than the
one without it.

You and the teachers and par-
ents who have trained these
students are proud I know, and
you should be praised.

Sincerely yours,

Joan C. Vanderford
(Associate - Professor of Eng- |
lish) - [
|
|

" Del Mar College |




