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La Monica Everett-Haynes

Beloved band

director now

~ bound for

Hall of Fame

Stuffed amid bills and junk mail,
Charles R. Smith often finds a letter
of praise from a former Vidor High
School band student.

This letter was different.

Typed on red, white and blue let-
terhead, folded and tucked into a
plain envelope was the one letter
that crowned his 30 years as a high
school band director, Smith said.

It was a letter from the Interna-
tional School Bandmasters’ Fraterni-
ty saying Smith would be inducted
into the Texas Bandmaster's Hall of
Fame.

“This is probably the highlight of
my career,” said the 67-year-old
Smith, who was nominated by one of
the association’s organizers.

Smith received an honorary
medallion at the ceremony Sunday
afternoon at the Texas Band Direc-
tors Association’s convention in San
Antonio.

It’s quite a stride for a man whose
musi s began with piano
lessons in fifth grade. He graduated
in 1958 from Lamar University with a
degree in music education and
taught in Qllinois before returning to

Texas.

Smith’s picture and biography will
be placed among more than 250
directors who have been inducted
since 1975.

“I knew the award existed, but it
isn't something you pursue,” said
Smith, who was also head of the fine
arts and drama departments at Vidor
High School.

“You can't just say, ‘I'm going to do
this to get that.” You can't do it that
way." .

But what he did was more than
enough, said former student Bettie
Watkins.

After Smith retired, he became
conductor of the Orange Community
Band, one that is hurting for new
members.

“I very much respect what Smith
has been trying to do to attract peo-
ple,” said 46-year-old Watkins, a per-
cussion player with the Orange Com-
munity Band.

Watkins said Smith is the only rea-
son why she and her 17-year-old son,
Cory, committed to the band.

“I wanted my son to be able to
experience some of the things that I
had learned,” said 46-year-old
Watkins, a Pine Forest Elementary
School teacher in Vidor.

Throughout his years, Smith's stu-
dents were invited to represent the
school district in cities including Dal-

- las and Oklahoma and once at Dis-

ney World.

Those invitations weren't easy to
come by, said his wife, Charlesene
Smith.

“You can't have a successful
group or organization without strict
discipline,” said  68-year-old
Charlesene Smith, also a former
band director.

“He would always tell them,
‘Proudly play,” she said.

“He beat it into them that they
should have good manners and

- respect for themselves and others.”

Watkins said she has carried that
advice into her adult years.

“Smith brought out the love of
music in me and gave me the
desire to do the best that I could in
many situations” Watkins said.
“He's just a leader; someone that
you admire.”

Reach this reporter at:
(409) 833-3311, ext. 424

Imehaynes@beaumontenterprise.com
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The C. R. Smith Family
1992

Standing:
Kevin, Dorothy Hudson, Thurman & Erna Smith,
Jeff and Julie Bell.

Seated:
Charlesene holding grandson, Jared Bell and

Charles Smith holding grandson, Justin Bell.

Retirement Reception



The Vidor High School Marching Band
Charles R. Smith, Director
and Director of Music V.1.S.D.
Charlesene Smith, Assistant Director

Retirement Reception in 1992




Daughter —
Julie Ann Smith Bell

Son —
Kevin Heath Smith
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Carrie was added to the family in
2002 when she married Kevin.






AUTOBIOGRAPHY CHARLES R, SMITH
BAND DIRECTOR'S HALL OF FAME - JULY 27, 2003

Charles R. Smith was born February 4, 1936, in Hamilton, Texas; the son
of Thurman E. Smith and Erna Marie(Schrank) Smith. The family moved to
Nederland, Texas, in.1940. I graduated as Salutatorian-from Nederland High
School in 1954. Began piano Tessons 1ﬁ the fifth grade and began band under

-John Badgett in the sixth grade. Band Directors while in the Nederland Bands
were John Badgett, Harry Charles, and Charles Enloe. Band Director in college
was Dr. Charles A. Wiley.

" Graduated Lamar State University in 1958 with a B.S. in Music Education.
Graduated North@esterh;University; Evanston,yI11inois, in Spfing, 1959, with
a MM, in Music Education. Taught piano and organ at Concordia Teachers College
in River Forest, Ii1inois, for the 1958-59 yéar. Began as Junior High director
for the Vidor 1.S.D. in the 1959-60 year. Moved to the Vidor High School Band
Director position in the 1960-61 year. Became Co-Ordinator of Music in 1967
and retained both positioné until retirement in 1992.

Married to fellow band director, Charlesene Hufdson, in June, 1960. We have
two children, Julie Ann Bell and Kevin Heath Smith; and two grandchildren, Justin
Bell and Jared Bell. Since the age of thirteen I have played organ for Lutheran
Churches and was recognized in 1999 for my fiftieth year; and I am still
playing. Since retirement in 1992, I have been the director for the Orange
Community Band. I was Region TMEA Band Chairman from 1960-1964 and have been
either UIL Band Contest Chairman or Executive Secretary for Region X from
1965 to the present.

The Vidor High School Marching Band and Concert Bands were consistently
awarded "superior" or "excellent" ratings in contests and the individual
students brought back many medals.from the Solo/Ensemble Contests and won at

Region and Area Band tryouts. The Vidor High School Bands (Sometimes the



entire High School Music Department) made trips-to'participate'in contests
other than T.M.E.A. or U.I.L. events. Four times the band travelled to

St. Petersburg, Florida, to participate in the "Festival of States" events,
three times to the "Battle of Flowers Parade" in San Antonio, four times to
the "Buccaneer Fewstival Events" in Corpus Christi, once to the "Sun Bow)
Events" in E1 Paso, and three times to the Tri-State Music Festival in Enid,
‘Oklahoma. We always returned a happy group with awards and trophies for our
efforts. The last time the bands, choirs, and dri%l team all participated
in the Tri-State Festival we came home with all the awards and trophies for
odf classification..

The band did not always make "superior" in concert; but we were happy
with an "exce11entf 56 long as we had the chance to see how much like "strings"
we could make the band sound on the transcr}ptions'we,p]ayed. We performed
some of the fine band literature, also; but seldom did we miss a chance to
perform a transcription as part of our contest programs.

Students and directors worked hard to have good: contest-bands, but above
all we worked to be able to have those contest groups and still be able to
give four or five other concerts each year that included a wide variety of
band 1iterature of all types that we could all enjoy and have good learning

experiences as we worked.




C.R. Smith to be inducted into Band Director’s Hall of Fame

Tracie Middleton
Trhe‘ \.{idorian

Charles R. Smith, who directed the
band at Vidor High School for over 30
years, will be inducted into the Band
Director's Hall ol Fame later this
month at the Texas Band Directors
Association's annual convention in
San Antonio.

The Hall of Fame is located in the
Texas Music Educators Association

olfice in Austin. According to Hall of

Fame Chair Ben Gollehon, about 260
band dircctors from all over the state

of Texas have been inducted over the
past twenty years. going back to the
beginning of the band movement in the
1920°s.

Each year, about seven new direc-
tors’ profiles are added, Gollehon said.
“Nominations are submitted from dif-
ferent sources: parents, school admin-
istrators, community organizations,
chambers of commerce, or other direc-
tors,” he said. The Hall of Fame com-
mitlee receives nominations each year
and rescarches them before voting on
which names to include,

Smith's nomination, he said, was
readily approved. “He was pretty much

a shoe-in,” Gollehon said. “Charles
Smith has been in the field for so long
that everyone knows him and knows
his outstanding record, especially since
he is still active as a director.”

“Band directors like that, who have
taught their whole careers in Texas and
whose excellent teaching records are
so well known, are the ones we want to
recognize in the Hall of Fame,” he
said.

The induction will take place Sun-
day, July 27 at the Marriott Riverwalk
Hotel in San Antonio. The award will
be presented by the Phi Beta Mu Band
Directors Association,

Charles R. Smith,
band director at
Vidor High School
for over 30 years,
will be inducted
into the Band
Directors Hall of
Fame later this
month in San
Antonio. A later
article will look at
Smith's career in
music, including
his time at VHS.

Wednesday, July 9, 2003
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Hall of Fame honoree Charles
Smith looks back on life of music

Tracie Middleton
The Vidorian

Charles R. Smith, who direct-
ed the Vidor High School ‘Band
of Bands’ for over thirty years,
will be inducted next Sunday as
the 172nd member of the Texas
Bandmasters’ Hall of Fame. His
involvement in music has been a
lifelong pursuit.

" Charles R. Smith, 1973

Born in Hamilton, Texas in
1936 to Thurman E. Smith and
Erna Marie Schrank Smith,
Charles showed an early interest
in and talent for music. He start-
ed piano lessons in the fifth
grade and began playing the
organ in church at the age of 13.

No one else in Smith’s family
played music, he said. “When I
got into band, my interest
increased.” He started band in
the sixth grade under John Bad-
gett, his who, along with band
directors Harry Charles and
Charles Enloe, were a big influ-
ence during his time in Neder-
land schools. He took clarinet,
and later played saxophone in
the stage band. In high school,
he was first clarinet in the All-
State band.

He decided fairly early on that
music was what he wanted to do
with his life; “I thought about
other things,” he said, but none
of those other options held as
much appeal for him.

Smith graduated as salutatori-
an of the Nederland High

P
S,

Chales and Charlesene Smith worked tgether for many of the years

they taught at Vidor High School. They have two children, Julie Ann
Bell and Kevin Heath Smith and two grandsons: Justin and Jared Bell.

School Class of 1954. He went
on to Lamar State College of
Technology to earn his BS in
Music in 1958 and then to
Northwestern University in
Evanston, Illinois, where he
earned a Master of Music in
Music Education in 1959.
Charles A. Wiley, one of
Smith’s college band directors,
was also a major influence, he
said.

During his year in Illinois,
Smith taught piano and organ at
Concordia Teachers College.

Smith’s first'teaching job after
graduating from Northwestern
was at Vidor Junior High in
1959. The next year, he became
the high school band director. In
1967, he also became coordina-
tor of the fine arts departments
and retained both positions until
his retirement.

Also in 1960, Smith married
Charlesene Hundson, who was a
choir director and teacher at
VHS and later assisted with the
band as well.

The two met while in band at
Lamar. “We knew each other for
six years before we got mar-
ried,” Charlesene said, “so I
should have known what I was

getting into.”

“But she didn’t,” he joked.

The way the two ended up in
Vidor, Charlesene said, went
like this:

“Charles insisted on teaching
in the Golden Triangle; he didn’t
want to teach anywhere else. I
had a job in Warren at the time,
so I quit there and started look-
ing at schools in this area. The
only position available at the
time was in Vidor,” she said. So
she took the job.

“Julian Greer was Superinten-
dent at the time, and when we
were talking, I mentioned I was
engaged to a band director who
was finishing his degree at

seated on different levels.

Northwestern. I didn’t know
they were about to have an
opening for a director, bul
[Greer] said, ‘you tell that young
man that when he gets back

:..from Chicago, he has a job wait-
i ing for him here.’” So they hired

Charles sight unseen.”

They also planned to stay for
no more than a year. “We’d
heard that Vidor was the jump-
ing off place of the world,” she
said, “and the discipline really
was out of hand.” They both
changed their minds, though,
and have stayed here for about
forty years now.

While in Vidor, Smith taught
Texas History and American
History, and his position as
music coordinator meant that he
was involved with all the
schools’ music programs. Pri-
marily, he directed the bands,
but he was also the Brigadette
director for a number of years
and at times worked with the
choir and the theatre depart-
ment.

In his career in Vidor, Smith
started a number of traditions
that continue today, including
the legendary lights-out Home-
coming show, the Pirates’
Escapades and Spring Revue.
VHS gained a reputation for
putting on a good performance.

During the 1970’s, the music
and theatre departments cooper-
atively produced several large-
scale musicals, Charlesene said.

R T } S RN £ i
The 1973 Spring Review set was very elaborate, with

See FAME, page 2A

the stage band
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Fame

from page 1A

Adonia Placette was teaching
drama. and David Llewellyn was
the choir director at that time.
Ronnie Richardson and his crafts
students built elaborate sets for
the productions, and the art stu-
dents got involved as well.
““Hello Dolly’ was the last
one,” said Charlesene, “but we
also did ‘Li’l Abner.’ ‘The
Music Man,” and ‘South Pacific.’
I think most people in Vidor who
were involved with the music or
drama Dmgrams durmg thosc

with Smith for a number of years
and is currently Director of
Music for Vidor. “That’s why we
have such an excellent music
library now; we still use his cata-
logueing system.”

Don Rollins, a *79 Vidor grad-
uate and Vidor band director for
nine years, said, “He played a lot
of orchestral pieces, which arc
difficult to make sound good, but
he would play things because he
liked the music.”
About his musu.dl

laslps

¢ T

Students rehearse ‘a scene from the 1978 VHS production of ‘Hello

Dolly’.

years will remember. They were
wonderful productions.”

Smith built up all the music
programs in Vidor, but he is pri-
marily credited with establishing
a high reputation for the VHS
bands, both in concert and
marching.

Smith says, "l lean toward the
Baroque and Classical periods.”
Some of his favorile composers
are Bach, Pachelbel, Hayden and
Mendelssohn.

Many of the pieces he chose
for the band to play were origi-
nally written for orchestra and

Continue reading each column
across to the next page.

The Hall of Fame is currently housed in the state headquarters of
the Texas Music Educators Association in Austin. Pl(.lmc\ of all
elected members are displayed, and poitfolios outhning the accom-~
_plishments of each director are maintained in files available fo
“viewing and research. The files also contain recordings of each
director’s band.

It was noted in a previous article that the Hall of Fame had about
260 members, but this is imcorrect, Actually, there have only been
165 band directors inducted since Phi Beta Mu intitiated the Hall of
Fame in 1975.

The Alpha Chapter of the International Bandmasters Fraternity
sponsors the Hall of Fame, installing a few members each year
from nominations researched and approved by a standing commit-
.Itc

ccording to Phi Beta Mu Secretary-Treasurer Gary Wells, certain
eligibility requirements must be met for a director to be considered
o the-award. To be approved, a nominee “must have produced
and maintained an outstanding and consistent band program in the
Texas pubhc schools as weil as having enjoyed a long and success-
ful career.” Hall of Fame members musit also be aver the age of 65
';'?Tand tetired from active teaching.

‘Band of Bands' gained in repu-
tation, they traveled to other con-
tests and performed across the
country. Four times, the band
went to St. Petersburg. Florida
for the Festival of States. They
went to San Antonio three times
for the Battle of the Flowers
Parade, to Corpus Christi four
times for the Buccaneer Festival
events, and to El Paso once for

Online...
www.txband.com
www.phibetamu.org

Music Festival. The last time, the
bands, choirs and drill team all
participated, bringing home all
the awards and trophies for thei
classification.

Smith retired 1n 1992, leaving
a strong, well-respected and

the Sun Bow! events.

They traveled to Miami, Orlan-
do, Nashville and once to
Metarie, Louisiana to march in a
Mardi Gras parade. recalled
Lavon Havens, who worked in
the band office and has travelled
with the group on every trip
since 1969. The band marched in
the Cotton Bowl parade in Dal-
las, and when the Vidor football
team won district in 1978, the

attended music program, a large,
diverse music library, many
enduring traditions, and count-
less students affected by his ded-
ication to excellence in music.
Many of his students went on
to become band directors, music
teachers, church music directors
and professional musicians.
Many others simply retained a
love for music and continue to
play their instruments today, also

Continue reading each column
across to the next page.




Vidor bands were consistently

awarded ‘superior’ or ‘excellent’
ratings in contests, and individu-
als brought back numerous
medals from solo-ensemble con-
tests and Region and Area band
tryouts, Smith said.

“The band did not always
make ‘superior’ in concert, but
we were happy with an ‘excel-
lent’ so long as we had the
chance to see how much like
“strings” we could make the
band sound on the transcriptions
we played,” he said. “We per-
formed some of the fine band lit-
erature, also, but seldom did we
miss a chance to perform a tran-
scription as part of our contest
programs.”

Vidor's bands often performed
music not commonly attempted
by bands, recalled some of his
colleagues and students. :

“He bought.everything that

’»

was good band music,” said

Ronnie Touchstone, who worked

transcribed for bands, since there
was not much music at that time
specifically written for bands.
This meant that band instruments
replaced parts written for
stringed instruments. For exam-
ple, clarinets might play the first
violin parts.

The works sometimes had to
be adapted in other ways as well.
“He had a great way of cutting
things up and re-attaching them
to fit what we could do in a con-
cert,” Touchstone said. “'T think
he got that skill from being an
organist.”

The band worked hard for con-
tests, Smith said, “but above all,

" we worked to be able to have

those contest groups and still be
able to give four or five other
concerts each year that included
a wide variety of band literature
of all types that we could all

_enjoy and have good learning

experiences as we worked.”
As the Vidor High School

s g

Four times, the Vidor band reprééented Texas in the Festival of States

band performed in the
Astrodome.

Two of the most prestigious
invitations the band received
were to Carnegie Hall in New
York and to the International
Youth and Music Festival in
Vienna, Austria. The high costs
associated with these trips were
the main reason the band didn’t
go.
The invitation to Vienna came
from the Mayor of Vienna and
the Vice Chancellor to the Aus-
trian Minister of Education and
Arts. “It gives us great pleasure
to extend this special invitation
to the Vidor High School Band
to represent North America at the
Tenth International Youth and
Music Festival in Vienna, Aus-
tria in July, 1982. Your group
has been selected...in recogni-
tion of the high degree of excel-
lence that your musical ensemble
has attained as witnessed by your
fine reputation.”

Three times, the band went to
Enid, Oklahoma for the Tri-State

o B 25 b LSS AP Y

ColleaédesA and students honored
the Smiths with a retirement

teaching their own children an
appreciation for music.

Beyond his example, Smith
doesn’t necessarily have specific
advice for others looking to pur-
ste music as a career. “If that's
what someone wants o do, I'd
encourage them,” he said, “but
you can't tell people what to
expect, because they won't have
the same experiences. You can’'l
tell them what obstacles they'll
run into; they have to figure it
out for themselves.”

About the importance of music
in education, Smith believes
there should be no question. “I
think it's extremely tmportant.
There have been a number of
articles written that show music
students do better in their acade-
mics than students not involved
in music. 1 believe all students
should be exposed to music and
the arts.”

After his retirement. Siith has
continued his involvement with
music in several ways. He was
Region TMEA Band Chairman
from 1960-64 aund then UIL
Band Contest Chairman or Exec
utive Secretary for Region X
from 1965 to the present

Smith is the divector of the
Orange Community Band, which
plays numerous community
events in the arca. The band
rehearses at the Thomen Ceniet
in Orange every Thursday.

Smith also still plays the organ
in Lutheran churches in the arca
In 1999, he was recognized for
his fifticth year.

Concerning (his new recogni-
tion in the Bandmasters’ Hall of
Fame, Smith said he is excited
about the award and feels hon-
ored to be receiving it. The cere-
mony will take place Sunday.
July 27 in San Antonio during
the Texas Bandmasters annual

S amer
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Mr. Smith’s Opus
Colleagues, teachers, students share appreciation of Vidor band director

Tracie Middleton L
The Vidorian

THE VIDORIAN SHOPPER  July 23, 2003

|==Charles R. Smith, difector of the ~

Mighty Pirate ‘Band of Bands’ will be
inducted this Sunday into the Texas
Bandmasters’ Hall of Fame. Col-
leagues, former teachers, and former
students commented on their memories
of Smith and their appreciation for his"
contributions to the community.

“It’s hard to explain all that he’s
meant to Vidor,” said Clayton Keen,
an ‘84 Vidor grad and a percussionist
in the band.

“I don’t know if he realizes how
important he has been in a lot of peo-
ple’s lives here,” said Betty Watkins,
a percussionist and a ‘75 graduate.

Bill Liles, a ‘67 Vidor graduate and a
trumpet player, ventured that “he
would probably say he taught a lot of
kids to play music, but it was more
than that.”

Smith is credited for turning the
Vidor music program around, and par-
ticularly for making the band a focal
point of community pride.

He started a number of traditions that
continue in Vidor today.

Students and colleagues also respect-
ed his musicianship and his ability to
teach others how to appreciate music
and play it well. 2 g 2 s . RoaE :
Charles R. Smith is being inducted this Sunday into the Texas Bandmasters’

Hall of Fame. A series of articles in the next few issues of The Vidorian and
Vidorian Shopper will take a look back at Smith’s impact on the Vidor area, told

in the words of former students and fellow band directors.

RNONIREFer 2 s




Pride...

“Mr. Smith created lots of pride in
the band program, and that’s the most
important thing I’ve seen,” said Jason
Liles, a ‘92 graduate, percugsionist and
now the director of the band at Towa
High School in Louisiana. “Kids will
jump to it if they can see that it’s
important; they’ll take ownership of it
then, and that’s how it succeeds.”

“We used to march during the lunch
hour,” said Junelle Gatza, a ‘75 grad-
uate and now music teacher at Vidor
Elementary. “If the weather had been
bad, we’d slop through the mud and
have to go change our shoes and be a
sweaty, smelly mess going into the
next class. Why did we do it? We had a
desire to be something great and make
the band the best. It’s amazing what
kids will do when they have pride in
something.”

“The high school band always had a
stellar reputation,” Neil Quinn, 1980,
said. “Even when Vidor couldn’t buy a
football game, the stands were still full.
Some of those were die-hard football
fans, but the crowd would thin out after
half-time, because a lot of those people
were parents and other fans of the
band, watching to see how they would
cover the field.”

“We were good,” said 1970 graduate
Kyle Lee. “We were damn good.”

“It was a badge of honor to play in
the band,” he said. “To stand on the
field at half-time and hear the crowd
cheering for us - that was a great expe-
rience. I was always proud to wear: the
black and gold.”

Other people took notice, too. “I can
remember being shocked at a contest
when we got a standing ovation,” said
Charlene Brown Morris, a flautist

€

and ‘87 grad. ‘“You expect your parents
will cheer for you, but that was differ-
ent. It made you proud to be fro
Vidor.” ‘
The band won numerous awards
every year at every contest. They also
took trips to perform around Texas and
out of state, and received invitations to
events as far afield as New York and
Vienna, Austria. Some of these they

weren’t able to attend because of the

expense, but they were still able to take

some type of trip nearly every year,

representing Vidor well each time.
Tradition...

“A lot of the traditions we have now,
he started,” said Keen.

“The lights-out show at Homecom-
ing, the fireworks, the Escapades,
Spring Revue - they were all his ideas,”
said Morris, now teaching music at
Pine Forest Elementary.

“Another thing, which I don’t think
anyone else had done before, was to
have the band march to classical music
instead of John Phillip Sousa. We
played a piece called ‘Slavonic Folk
Suite,” with a fanfare when we came
on the field; I don’t know if they still
do that,” said Liles, who graduated in
‘67.

“Some of my fondest memories are
of Homecoming, playing in the lights-
out show. I can remember marching off
the field my senior year playing
‘Slavonic’ with tears running down my
face,” said Gatza, who played Bb clar-
inet. “That’s the kind of emotional
effect those traditions have on a lot of
the students; it’s a very special experi-
ence.”

“I always try to make it back for
Homecoming,” said Gayle Nagai, a
¢76 Vidor grad and clarinet player, now
working as a systems analyst in Hous-
ton. “Last year, I made it to the
Escapades; it’s great to see those tradi-
tions continuing.”

My. Smith's Opus - Tuly 23, 2003
ije 2.

Musical Excellence...

“He’s one of the best conductors I’ ve
ever played under,” Morris said. “He
can pull the music out of you like few
conductors can. He didn’t demand
respect, but he earned it.”

“I feel fortunate to have him as a
director,” said Keen, who still plays, as
the drummer for Charlie Pruitt’s Coun-
try Pride Band and on other occasions.
“He really knew his music and how to
get it across to his students. Basically
everything I know about music, I owe
to him.” B

“He commanded respect,” said
Watkins, “but not by ranting and rav-
ing. He always gave us credit for being
able to do anything he asked us to, and
I’ve seen that in my own teaching. You
get what you ask for, and if you ask for
high performance, the kids will come
through.” Z

“He wanted excellence out of his stu-
dents, and he usually got it,” said ’68
graduate Regina ‘Bunkin’ Bland
Lewis. “We played a lot of stuff that
was probably beyond us, but we did it
well; he made you want to do your
best.”

“The thing I remember most about
Charles Smith,” said ‘79 sax player
Don Rollins, “is that he was pretty
fearless. He would play things that,
‘when I became a band director later, I
realized most people wouldn’t even
try, but he picked them because he
liked the music. I have a lot of respect

See SMITH, page 3




Smith

Mv. Smith's
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from page |

for that.”

“Ithink he probably knows
this,” said Theresa Morris Fran-
cis, a French horn player and ‘83
grad, “but all of his efforts gave
his students a life-long love of
music, whether they pursued it as
a career or not.”

Jerry Parker, former Vidor
Police Chief, was a tuba player in
the ‘Band of Bands’ and a ‘69
graduate. He has a similar feeling
about Smith’s impact as a music
teacher.

“His influence is a major part of
what T do, and especially in my
appreciation of music. Music is
something very important to me,
and because of him, I have a much
better understanding of it.”

“When I listen to a piece of

- music, I can see what’s happen-
" ing,” he explained. “In the ‘1812

Overture,” I can hear the different .

instruments’ parts and see the
armies coming together and then
retreating. I owe that to Charles
Smith, and I have the utmost
respect for him as a musician and
asa person.”

“An electrical ‘éngineér and con-"'

struction - manager, ‘1970-graduate -
"Clayton Bickford said his job'has
taken him to ‘“‘some pretty nasty
places around the world,” but
noted that “the love of music that
you instilled in me is sometimes
the only thing that makes these

places bearable.”
Coming full circle...

As evidenced by his induction
into the Hall of Fame, Smith has
gained the respect of his col-
leagues, including his own former
band directors.

Garvis White started leachmg
music in Vidor in 1960, a year
after Smith started, and he retired
in 1990. He also accompanied the
band on some of its trips out of
state, and was usually present at
the football game half-time shows.

“People would say, ‘we might
have lost the game, but we won
the half-time show,’” he said. “I
think it was good the town had
something to be proud of, and
that’s one of his contributions to
.the community.” .

Lavon Havens has worked in
the band office since she retired

from nursing. Even before that,

she would accompany the group
on all its trips since 1969. “He was
a good person to work for - always
very organized and the students
, respected him.”

Ronnie Touchstone worked for
a number of years as Assistant
Band Director under Smith and
now carries on many of the tradi-
tions he started.

“I don’t think you could meet a
more intelligent and organized
man than Charles. He has a great
knowledge of band literature, and

he tried to leave me everything he
figured out, which I still use,” he
said.

Truby Smith worked with C.R.
Smith for twelve years, and the
influence was strong enough that
many people think they’re related.
“He motivated me greatly,” Smith
said. “I still go to him for advice.”

Harry Charles has worked
with Charles Smith from both
sides of the director’s podium.
Charles taught Smith when he was
a band student in Nederland in the
1950’s as his clarinet instructor.
Now it’s the other way around
since Charles started playing in
the Orange Community Band -
under Smith’s direction. “I told
him if he started fussing at me, I'd
leave,” Charles said.

Charles remembers Smith as a
freshman, starting out in the high
school band.-“He was a hard
worker, cons'cientious, and very
talented.”

After Smith graduated from
high school, he went on to Lamar
for music, and he came back to
Nederland to do his student teach-
ing with Charles’ band. “He had
developed very early the skills that
later allowed him to build such a
successful program in Vidor,”
Charles recalled. “He was pleasant
to work with, and he was also very

determined to be good at what he’

did.”

After Smith began teaching in
Vidor, Charles kept up with him
through contests and other
Regional events, and through the
symphonies where they both
played clarinet.
~ Now, retired from publlc school
teaching, the two stay in touch and
involved in music through the
community band, the student hav-
ing changed places with his for-
mer teacher. -

Charles Enloe, also a Hall of
Fame member, was Smith’s direc-
tor at Nederland High School. “He '
was just an excellent student,”
Enloe said. “He went on to college
at Northwestern, as I recall, and
became a very fine band director
in Vidor.”

“T’ve kept up with him over the
years, and he’s done very well. I
judged his bands a few times,” he
said; “they were excellent.” The
two directors also came in contact
through Regional music events.

Enloe was inducted into the
Bandmasters’ Hall of Fame in
1993 and is glad Smith will be
receiving the same honor this
weekend.

“I think it's wonderful,” he said.
“Texas has perhaps the strongest
band tradition in the country, so to
be counted among the best direc-
tors in Texas is really a great
honor and one reason we can all
be proud of him.”
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Band director’s influence
leads many into music

Tracie Middleton
The Vidorian

As band director in Vidor for
over thirty years, Charles Smith
influenced many residents’
appreciation for music; several
pursued careers in music,

Junelle Thompson Gatza, a
‘75 graduate and Bb clarinet
player, has taught music at Vidor
Elementary for the past nine
years. She was a band director in
Port Neches for four years, “but
the hours are tremendous,” she
said.

“He was a big encouragement
for me in my decision to major
in music. I remember him telling
us to do our best and go as far as
we could with it. He was also a
clarinet player, which was a big
help to me.” :

“Some kids didn’t like his

methods, and they dropped out,
but the main thing I remember is
the high expectations he had for
us.” In her own teaching, she
says, “I have to have strict disci-

pline for the kids to learn; they

respect you more for it. When
you're working with a group of
kids, it’s a team effort - not just
what one does but what they all
do to contribute to it.”

Sally Sessions, a ‘75 graduate
and clarinet player, taught in the
Vidor schools for several years
before becoming Executive
Director of Young Audiences,
bringing music and fine arts per-
formances into public schools.
She is also involved in music
through her church as the church
musician, “The reason I do all
the music I do is because of him.
Kids need to get music and the
arts in school. If I hadn’t had the
experience I did with the music

programs in Vidor, I don’t think
I would understand the impor-
tance of it.”

Reece Nagai, a ‘79 graduate
and a French horn player in the
band, is now in his sixth year as
the Head Band Director at
George Junior High in Rosen-
burg, near Houston. “[Mr.
Smith] was the main influence in
me becoming a band director.
He was an inspiration and the
reason why I'm teaching today.”

“I think you draw from the
teachers who made the biggest
impact,” Nagai said. “There’s a
lot in my own teaching that I
draw from my experience with
him - like the importance of dis-
cipline in rehearsals and the way
he treated his students - he was
always fair with people.”

Don Rollins, also a ‘79 gradu-

See lﬂFLUENCE, page 3A




Influence

ale, and a sax player, directed the
Jazz Band at Vidor High School
before moving to Nashville,
where he's making a name for
himself as a songwriter.

“The thing I remember most
about Charles Smith,” he said, “is
that he was pretty fearless. He
would play things that, when I
became a band director later, I
realized most people wouldn't
even try, but he picked them
because he liked the music. I
tried to do the same thing and
play picces for musical reasons.”

“The Texas music system is so
competitive,” he said, ““and a lot
of directors fall into choosing
music because they think they
can win with it. [Smith] never
seemed to have that mindset, and
I have a lot of respect for that.”

Neil Quinn, a percussionist,
graduated in 1980; he has been
directing for 13 years, part of that
time in Vidor, and is currently at
West Orange-Stark Middle
School in Orange. “He was never
satisfied for things to become
stagnant or go backward,” Quinn
said. “He would encourage each
individual to play better than they
did the day before, because the
sum of those parts would make
the whole better. I tell my stu-
dents the same thing.”

Theresa Morris Francis, a
French horn player, graduated in
‘83 and has been teaching music
for twelve years. She currently
teaches beginning band at three
elementary schools and a junior
high in the Arlington ISD. Her
husband Bobby is Director of
Bands at Texas Christian Univer-
sity.

“Mr. Smith was always very
serious about teaching and mak-
ing sure we learned things cor-
rectly,” Francis recalls. “It was
important that we put on a good
show."”
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“I remember he spent countless
hours in the band hall,” she said,
“but actually, I try not to do
that.”

“I think he probably knows
this,” she said, “but all of his
efforts gave his students a life-
long love of music, whether they
pursued it as a career or not.”

Charlene Brown Morris, an
‘87 graduate and a flaute and pic-
colo player, now teaches music at
Pine Forest Elementary.

“The fact that I put on big pro-
grams, I attribute to him. Every-
one who goes always says, ‘Man,
those kids sing loud,” and that’s
something I got from him, too. In
band, you couldn’t play half-
heartedly. Nobody was out on the
field for decoration; everyone
was expected to do their part and
do it right, not just be there and
blend in. That’s a life lesson, too
- to do your part.”

When she got into marching
band in college, Morris said her
director told her once that
nobody expected to hear the
woodwinds in the stands. “It was
really discouraging; it was like
we didn’t matter.” By her third
year, she was section leader and
determined to change that per-
ception. “I told them we were
going to keep playing louder
until he told us we were too
loud,” she said.”They learned
that piccolos can be heard from
the field - even in a stadium of
65,000 people.”

“I'm just so glad he was here,”
she said. “I probably would not
have majored in music if it
wasn’t for him; he made me
believe I was good enough to do
it.”

Dennis Rowe graduated in ‘87
and played the alto sax. After a
year teaching elementary music
in Dallas, he directed the
Deweyville High School band for

five years. Next year, he will start
as the Assistant Director at Vidor
Junior High. “T remember every-
thing was always well-planned.
He had good control of the group
and because of that, he got a lot
done. I enjoyed playing for him;
he’'s a fine musician.”

Jason Liles, band director for
the past two years at Iowa High
School in Lousiana, graduated
from Vidor in ‘92. “I was a
senior the last year he taught, and
I'm glad I had the experience of
playing under him. You might
say he was ‘old school’ in his
methods. He kept an iron fist on
us, but it worked well; everyone
respected him a lot.”

In his own band, Liles says he
uses some of Smith’s ideas, try-
ing to instill pride in the program,
like he remembers having in
Vidor. “*We call it the ‘Pride of
Jacketland.' Pride is what makes
a program succeed, because the
kids believe in what they’'re
doing.”

Some other directors who were
former Vidor students include
Diane Baker, director in Bay-
town, Alan Parks, director in
Beaumont, and Walter Anderson,
director in a school district south
of Houston,

Though Truby Smith never
had C.R. Smith for band, the
Vidor director was an influence
in his musical carcer. Smith has
directed the Vidor Junior High
bands now for a number of years,
including the award-winning Jazz
Band.

Truby says he met Smith while
a band student in Liberty. “At
that time, the solo and ensemble
competitions and region band
events were held in Vidor,” he
said, “I also got to hear Vidor’s
band when they played us. I real-
ly liked the way he ran things,
and I thought, ‘“This is the way a

band should be.’ I even asked my
parents if we could move to
Vidor so I could take band under
him."”

This didn't happen, but later
on, he said, “when I had the
opportunity to come here to
Vidor and work with him, I
jumped at the chance.”

“He motivated me greatly dur-
ing the twelve years I worked
with him,” Smith said. “I still go
to him for advice.”

Ronnie Touchstone worked
for a number of years as Assis-
tant Band Director under Smith
and now carries on many of the
traditions he started.

This includes details about the
lights-out performance and the
fireworks show. He and Smith,
along with Garvis White, share
memories of studying pyrotech-
nics regulations and taking the
state licensing test in order to be
able to continue the Homecoming
traditions.

Touchstone has inherited a
number of things from Smith.
“He tried to leave me everything
he figured out, and how to do
things, which I still use,” he said.

“He has a great knowledge of
band literature,” Touchstone said,
“and he bought everything that
was good band music to put in
our music library, which is why
we have such a good one.”

Susan Touchstone, who man-
ages the twirling line and is the
school librarian, agreed. “Other
directors around the area are
always asking to borrow from it.
No matter what they ask for, we
usually have it."”

“We still use his cataloguing
system,” Ronnie added, “and
we're up from C-1 to C-1,200 or
1,300 now."”

If imitation is the sincerest
form of flattery, Charles Smith
should be quite flattered.




Charles R, Smith

L]

Charles Smith has been playing the organ for a Lutheran Church for 53 years.
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Spring Concert Tuesday Night

The Vidor High School Band,
under the direction of Mr,
Charles R. Smith, will present
its annual Spring Concert
Tuesday, May 9, 1961, bhegin-
ning at 7:45 p.m. in the Vidor
High School Auditorium,
Tickets may be purchased from
band students or from the High
School Band office at the
school. Admission for adults
is 50c and for students, 25c.
Children under school age will
be admitted free.

Selections by the band will
include the following composi-
tions: “The Vanished Army
March”, Alford; “Pelude and
Fugue in G Minor”, J, S,
Bach; ‘“The Impresario Over-
ture”, Mozart; “Little Site for
Band”, Erickson; “Owerture in
Minjature”, Cacavas; “Fan-
dango”, Perkins; “Stormy
Weather”, Arr.:. Bennett;
“Satirical Dance”, Schostako-
witsch; “The Wizard of Oz
Fantasy’”, Arr.: Yoder; “Proud
Heritage’’, Latham,

In addition to the selections
by the full band, a woodwind
and a brass ensemble will per-
form. The brass sextet will
play “Trumpet Tune and Air”
by Purcell, and the woodwind
trio will play “Minuet” by
Handel.

The John Philip Sousa award
will be presented to the out-
standing senior member of the
band immediately following
the intermission. In addition
to this award, two general
trophies will be presented to
the Best All-Round Band Stu-
dent and to the band student
who has made the most prog-
ress during the 1960-61 school
year,

The Vidor High School Band
has been active in all phases
of the school program during
the past school year, It per-
formed for all the high school
football games, actively sup-
ported the team and the stu-
dent body in pep rallies, enter-
ed the University Interscholasg-
tlc League Marching, Solo and
Ensemble, Concert Playing,
and Sight Reading Contests,
and marched in local and area
parades. In addition, members
of tha band have. performed at
various local and area events,
an active Stage Band has been
functioning and performihg,
and the Vidor High School
Band wag the host band for
this year's U.LL ‘playing and
sight reading contests, ‘'

With the 1960-61 school year

Avarvarineg A o alnca +ha VidAs

Band has only two more activi-
ties beside its Spring Concert
planned. The band will begin
Wednesday following the
Spring Concert to make a short
tour. and play for some East
Texas schools. On Wednesday,
the band will perform as Har-
din-Jefferson High School of
Sour Lake, On Thursday the
band is scheduled to play for
San Augustine High

High School, During the pro-
cess of this tour the band has
planned to stop in Naccog-
doches on Thursday night for
its spring banquet and to at-

tend a rehearsal of the Steph-

en F. Austin College Band on
Friday morning, The last per-

formance of the band for this

MAY 4, 1961

Schc_)ol.
and on Friday for the Diboll’

school year will come when
it plays for the high school
graduation on May 25.
Members of the band are:
flutes: Judy Tingley, Collen
Jones, Nell Plaster; Oboes:
Judy Nagel, Brenda Hart;
Clarinets: Gloria Garcia, Rose
Hargis, Carol Leathers, Maris
Heath, Ida Hiasaki, Sandra
Castilaw, Sylvia Davis, Sandra
Jackson, Judy Wishy, Melvin
Pyatt, Toy Fancher, Sharon
Lambert, Patsy Wood, Jean-
nine Rutledge, Jpyce House-
man, Carolyn Wyatt,
Shirley; alto clarinet: Ethel
Bourgeois; Bass clarinet: Sarah
Hayes, Jeo Merriman, Vanna
Duncan; contra bass clarinet:
Wayne Chesser; Bassoon:
Michael Stringer; alto saxa-

Mary

phone: Wilton Black, Bertha

Thompson; Baritone' saxa~

phone: Jerry Bloomfield; Cor-

nets and Trumpets: Jerry May,
Hale Burr, Gayle Carter, Sue
Lewis, Joann Cole, Beverly
Huckabay, Carl Garrett, Mar-
tin Cooper; French Horn: Jim
Thornton, Richard Hinote,
Gary Smith; Baritones: Bill
Singletary, Derrell Hart, John
Nagel; Trombones: Judy Mil-
ler, Ronnie Smith, C. J. Son-
nier, Barbara Davis; Bass:
Bernard Thibodeau, Victor
Butts; Percussion: Jackie Sim-
mons, Michael Decker, George
Gibson, Rodney Price, Ruth
Reich, Junior Smith, Billy
Spears and Becky Youngblood.

- t
BRI [

High School To Host
Band Direcfors Festival

The annual Sabine AreaBand
Director’s Festival will'be
held at Vidor High School this
Friday and Saturday, March
22-23, The activities, to run
from 8:00 a,m, to 4:00 p.m,

(Vidor),

on Saturday, will take place  ticipating

in the auditorium of the Vidor
High School.
very cordially invited to at-
tend any or all of the per-
formances of the bands par=
ticipating.

Each year prior to the-re-
gular University Interschol-
astic League Playing Contest
for bands and orchestras, the
Band Directors of Region XII
of the Texas Music Educators
Assoclation schedule a festi-
val, At this time critics are
invited to listen to the organ-
izations perform the music
they will be using at the con-
test and give their comments,

The public is are:

High, C,

School Concert Band, Port
Neches-Groves High School,
Little Cypress High School,
and Nederland High School-
second band, Those bands par-

Nederland High

Saturday in the

order of their performance
Woodlawn Junior High
(Groves), Pt, Neches Junior

O. Wilson Junior

High Symphonic Band (Ned-

erland), Liberty High School

Band, C,

Educators

0O, Wilson Junior

High (Nederland), Groves Jun-
for HighSchool, Woodrow Wil-
son Junior High:School -Band
(Port Arthur), and Buna High
School Band,

Charles Smith ischairmanof
Region XII of the Texas Music

Association, and

director of the Vidor High
School Band.

The critics for this year’s
- event will be Jim Hudgins,
Band Director of Stephen F,
Austin State College of Nacog-
doches, and Ken Larson, High

School

Band Director of

Boosier City, Louisiana,

Bands participating

in the

Festival in the order of their .
performances will be: Fri-
day;===Greer Junior High
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November 7, 1960

Mr. Charles Smith
Band Director
Vidor High School
Vidor, Texas

Dear Mr. Smith:

Mr. Huot Fisher, Assistant Band Director
at Lamar Tech, and I came to watch your
halftime show last Friday night. I was
tremendously impressed not only with the
fine marching, but also with the very
excellent playing. Please pass my con-
gratulations on to the members of your
band.,

Needless to say, there is nothing that
would make me happiler than to have some
of these fine students in my band here
at Lamar Tech next fall,

Keep up the good work.
Sincerely yours,

@ﬁ, L) M

Pete Wiley
Band Director

PW: jw
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Vidor High School Band
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Vidor High' School Band
To Play Annual Concert

The Vidor High School Band \v1ll
present its annual Splmg Concert
at 7:30 p.m.Tuesday in the school
‘auditorium.

‘Directed by Charles R. Smith,
the band’s program will mclude
malches, overtures and light mu-
sic. After intermission.annual
awards will be presented. They
include the John Philip Sousa

Awald to. the Outstandmg Senior
Bandsman, 'special service award
and an’ award to the student who
has made the most progress dur-
ing the school . year,

ADMISSION WILL be 50 cents
for adults and 25 cents for stu-
dents,

Selections will mclude “Flume
March'”, “Overture for Winds,”
“First Su1te ,in E Flat for Mll
itary Bahd”, "nghhghts from the
Sound of Musxc” ‘‘Marche -Fan-
tastique”, ‘A Childhood Fantasy”,
“Ode for’ Trumpet” “The Mosqui-

toes’ Parade,” ' “Spiritual from|

Celebratien from the Land of
Wheat. Suite’” and “Fiesta en Es
pana.” ‘

-During the school year the band
appeared at football games, home-

coming parade, pep rallies, the Fi-
esta San Jacinton in San Antonio,
presented concerts at Christmas:
and during: Public School - Week
and has presented four concerts

for the Vidor schools thls week. It

also will play at graduatlon May
31.

IN INTDRSCHOLASTIC league
contests the‘band - received its

< |first’ Division"I rating 'in concert

playing, a Division II ratmg
sight reading and. Division' III
rating in marching. .. :

Wilton Black, tenor . saxophone;
Richard Hmtoe French Horn and
C. L, Aery, bass earned positions
in the All- -Region Band and Black
achieved second chair tenor saxo-

phone in the All-State' Band.

April 13, 1962
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Vidoa

was the only 3A band to receive a first,

Jackie

Simmons, a senior,
student conducting and Wilton Black,
took second,

a first iz
a2 senior,

It was a bilg day for the members

of the band and for the whole school,

The plaque that the band won is

on displa

in the band hall but will soon be moved to the

t. ophy

case for all to admire,
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April 16, 1962

Mr. Charles Smith
Band Director
Vidor High School
Vidor, Texas

Dear Charles:

I would like to extend my most hearty con-
gratulations to you for the fine job of
teaching you have done this year. We have
been sitting on pins and needles here at
Lamar Tech waiting for our graduates to
prove themselves in the field., You are
helping establish a fine record for the
graduates. You are especially to be com-
mended for your intelligent approach,

hard work, and diligence in teaching your
students and in conducting your band.

Very sincerely yours,

Cé)u:@u \/\3 /R

Charles Wiley
CW:imh

SUMMER BAND CLINIC e SUMMER TWIRLING CLINIC e SUMMER CHEERLEADING CLINIC
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C. O. Wilson Junior High School
Fred R. Bwing, Presidont
P. O. Box 1088 Nederland, Texas T7627 Houston G. Hamby, Vice-President
Barl P. Gregg, Secretary
Tyler L. Kirkland
Murray Libersat
O. R. Perdue, Jr.
Ray Purkerson, Princspal Ray Abney, Assistant Principal Emmett Harper
ADMINISTRATORS

Emmett H. McKenzie, Jr., Superintendens
Ralph H. Raines, Business Manager
Joe Fiedler, Ass’t. Supt. for Instruction

CHarles Smith
Band Dlrector.
Vidor High School
Vidor, Texas

Dear Charles;

Congratulations: to you and your band on a very
impressive and exclting pprformance at Marching Contest.
I enjoyed the band very much, and feel that this i1s only
the beginning of a fine year for you and your hand.

You did a terriflc job reorganizing the contest,
and I was very pleased wlth everything including
Everett Hayes, and Idn Brown our moniltorss

Again congratulations: to you and your band,

Yourss truly,,

<£2¢ua~ z’#{:hﬁ<;1;,

Gene Hébert

‘Band Director

0.0, .Wilson Jr, High
Nederdand, Texas
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VIDOR, TEXAS THURSDAY, MAY 20, 1965

High School Bands Invited
To Famed Florida Festival

The Vidor High School
Marching and Symphonic
Bands have been selected to
represent the State of Texas
as the only band from this
state to the Festival of States
Events in late March and early
April, 1966, - This event is
sponsored each year by the
city of St. Petersburg, Florida

and is one .of the major at-

tractions for. that city, The
Vidor Band received .the of-
ficial invitation immediately
upon its return from the Buc-
caneer Festival in Corpus
Christi, The executive chair-

man for the Festival of States -

flew here on his way back to
St. Petersburg from Corpus
and extended the invitation,
The Vidor School Board of-
ficially gave their approval
to the trip in their meeting
this past Monday, May ' 11,

The band will be expected to
present two concerts in St,
Petersburg and participate in
the final Parade on Friday,
April 1, 1966, The trip will
take approximately one week
of time, with the band having
to leave late on the Monday
or early on Tuesday of the last
week in March and returning
to Vidor on Sunday, April 3,
Thls will mark the first time

for the Vidor Bands to be in-
vited to participate in an out=
of-state event of thistype, and
the members of the band and
the Vidor High School Band
Boosters Club are alreadyac-
tively making plans toraise
the necessary ﬁna.nces for the
trip. -

The Vidor High School band
has.completed a very success-
{ful school-year; and is looking
forward to an even more suc-
cessful year.for 196566, The
band and‘its director,Charles
R. Smith, wish to slncerely
thank all the citizens of Vidor

for- the support they have given
to the organization during the
past ‘years, An invitation to
come to all the events the
band sponsors and presents
and also encourage all citizens
of the community to become
members ‘of the Vidor High
School Band Boosters organ=
ization is extended, This group
meets the third Monday of each
month and works for the con-
tinued ibuilding of the band pro-

_gtam in the Vidor Schools,

Present plans ‘callfor the Vi-
dor Bands to present four con-
certs in the 1965-66 school
year, The dates and the exact
nature of these concerts will
be published at the beginning
of the next school year, We
sincerely invite everyone in
the community to come to the
concerts and help support the
band, With good support at our
concerts we would be able to
raise most of the monies need-
ed for the trip to Florida and
at the same time greatly en-
courage those students taking
part in the bands,
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Charles R.,S;nl-th, The Man

Behind The Pirate Band

, Charles R, Smith, director
of the Mighty Pirate March=
ing Band since 1960, has con-
tributed highly tothe precision
of the group and is known
affectionately as the ‘‘Man
Behind The Band,”’ In addi-
tion to this responsibility, he
is music director of the én-
tire school system,

He came to Vidor in 1959
as director of the Vidor June
ior High School and assumed
the duties of the high school
band director the next year.
Under his supervision, the
band has reached new heights
of achievements,

During the past six years in

Vidor he has served for three -

years as Chairman of Region
XI1I of the Texas Music Educa~
_tors Association form 1962 to
‘1684 and Is presently serving
as General Contest Chairman
for Region X of the University
Interscholastic League,
Smith holds a master of
Music Education Degree from
Northwestern Unlversity
in Evanston, Illinois which he
recelved in 1959, While he was
working on his Masters he
taught full-time as an in-
structor of Instrumental Mu~
sicat Concordia Teachers
College in River Forest, Ill,
His B.S, Degree in Music is
from Lamar State College of

Technology, While at Lamar

he was drum major in 1957~
58 and was assistant drum ma-
Jor the year before, He is a
member of Kappa Kappa Psi,
honorary band fraternity;
Gamma Delta, Lutheran stu-
dents association; and the La-
mar Honor Society,

A native of Hamilton, Texas,
and the son of Mr, and Mrs,
Thurman Earl Smith, he moy-
ed to Nederland in 1941 and
attended all 12 years in the
Nederland School District, His
tather has been a principal or
an instructor in the Nederland

schools since the move there
except for three years during
World War II, His mother isa
secretary in a Nederland
school,

Smith graduated from Neder-

CHARLES R. SMITH

land High Sehool as Salutator-
ian of the Class of 1958, His
band career started in the
sixth grade and continued to
its high school peak when he
was a member of the Texas
All-State Band his senlor
year, He was .drum major of
the Nederland band his senior
year and traveled withthe La~-
mar College Band on its Spring
Tour in 1858,

Smith was married to the
former Charlesene Hudson of
Timpson, Texas, in 1960, and
they have one child, Julie Ann,
wno 1§ fhree-years-old, They
live at 720 Woodland Stréet,
Vidor,

A member of the Lutheran
Church, Smith has beenactive
in choir directing in the area,
He was first associated with
Holy Cross Lutheran in Ne-
derland and i{s now with St,
John Lutheran Chureh in
Beaumont,
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Vidor Pirate Might
Spans 27 Year:

Did you know that the Mighty
Pirate Marching Band oncg
wore the colors of blue an
gold? That during the peri
of 1943 - 47, the band was
under the directions of two dif-,
ferent ladies? :
These are just a few of the'
facts behind the colorful hig-;

tory of the Mighty Pirate’
Marching Band, 100, high
_stepping, sweet sounding -

members strong,, which has!
been selected from the entire:
State of Texas to represent;
the big state at the Festival:
of States in St, Petersburg .
next spring, - §

The invitation was extended '
personally to the Vidor High.
School Band from Herbert C, :
Melleney, executive director !
of the Florida Festival, and :
was accepted by Charles R, °
Smith, director of the out-
standing group since 1960,

“To be selected from all
Texas bandsiscertainly a high
honor and simply goesto show
that a consclentious effort of
music education does not go.
unnoticed {n other states,’’
Smith said in accepting the in~
vitation on behalf of the band
and the school,

Every Vidorian is excited
over the honor accorded the
band and many citizens have
worked hard to help ralse the
$7,500 needed to finance the
trip to Florida and keep the
students there, Many long
hours have gone into the pro=-
ject, Projects will continue to
be held even after the first
of the year, but victory is in
sight and the band will be on
its way come the lagt of March,
to one of the major highlights
of {ts colortul history,

The first Vidor school band
was organized In 1938 with
Wilton W, Cox serving as di=
rector, Cox continued to serve
as director until the school
year 1942-43 when Jack Rode
gers held the post,. -

Mliss Lois Downs served for
one year asdlrector, 1943-44,
and Mrs, Avis LeMalire held
the band together during the
war years and thg post war
years, 1944-41, ! .

In 1947-48, the Vidor Band
was reorganized by C, R, Sory,
and was just one of a number
of bands which were reorgane
fzed by him after ‘the war,
Sory s owner of the Jef{ferson
Music Company in Beaumont,

Years 0

In 1948, Brady O, Sowell,
who now serves as director
of elementary schools here,
came to Vidor as band direc-
tor and remained asitsdirec-
tor until 1955, During this per-
fod -the .school purchased the
first 60 uniforms for the
school (1949-50) and the
school colors were blue and
gold, That same year the band
entered Unlversity . Inter-
scholastic -League competition
in Class “D'’, :

In 1950-51, the band moved
in class “B’ U,I.L, competi-
tion and the band made its
first extended trip tothe Mar-
di Gras in New Orleans, The
band entered U,I.L, competi-
tion in Class “A" in 1951-
52 and in the \year 1953-54
moved into Class ‘‘AA™ and
received its first ‘‘Superior”’
rating in U,I,L, contests anda
first division for marching,

In the 1954=55 school year,
the -colors were changed to
black and gold (Black coats and
gold trousers) and the second
set of band sults were pur-
chased by the "school. These
uniforms are still used by the
vidor High School Band for
concert purposes.

Don P, Knapp served as di-
rector from 1966=56 until the
1958-59 scpqol . year.:In the
Jirst: year;. herej the band
moved into  Class “AAA"
competition and the band re-
celved its second superior

rating in U.LL. competition

for marching,- The band also
traveled on its second extend=
ed trip to the Tri-State Mus-
ic Festival inEnid, Oklahoma.,
Norman Roades served as
band director in 1959-60 and
the band made its first trip
to the Buccaneer Festival in
Corpus Christl, :

The. first year Mr. Smith
served as director (1960), the
pand made a short concert
tour of East Texas schools in
the spring, Inthe 1961-62 year
the school purchased the bands
present marching uniforms
(80) and the band traveled to
the Fiesta Glambeau in San
Antonio and received the first
superior rating in its history
for ‘Concert playing in the
U.1.L, contests.

ys.. .

gl

In 1962-63, the band traveled
to the Cotton Bowl Parade in
Dallas,
(history’ mark on
by receiving its

{n the U.1,L. contests. '
The Buccaneer Festival La

It also made another Florida. The
its records possession O
first ‘‘Super= High
for" rating in sight reading Band {rom
will be after

" Marching Band
f Colorful History

plaque i8 in the
i the Statesville
School ugrenadier’
NorthCarounawho
it again in 1966,

Aside {from representing the

the fes~
Corpus Christl was a highe= «Lone Star State'' in
light of the 1963-64 year and tival’s Parade of States on

the band also received a su- April 1
in thé U,LLL. two torr;ml concerts, One will

perior rating

marching contest, Inthe 1964= be at
the band high school as ap agsembly

it re= and the other, 2
celved two ‘' Superior’’ ratings sentation in @ downto

65 school year,
achieved another first:

in one year -=onein marche
ing and one in sight-reading.
During the spring of this year,
the band received the invita-
tion to appear in the Festival
of States in St Petersbhurg.
So far this year,

ing members and 25 more uni=
forms have been purchased,
The group has also received
a ‘Superior’’ rating in the
U.1.L, marching contest, Af-
ter the appearance in Florida
the last of March and includ-
ing April 1, the band will pare
ticipate in the sight reading
contests about the middle of
April,

But for the present, concen=
tration is centered on the fund-
raising to get tothe Festival

of States. _—
‘While - at the ‘Festival of

States, Vidor will compete for
the Florida Governor's Cup,
the most sought-after band
award in the southeastern
states. This coveted trophy is
currently held by Governor
Edward T. Breathitt of Ken=
tucky and the 170 plece La-
fayette Senior High School
Band of Lexington, Judging for
the Florida Governor’s Cupis
open only to out-of-Florida
bands and is held during the
huge Parade of States climax-
ing the festival,

Vidor will also compete for
a special award known as
the Heart of St. Petersburg
Plaque, This is presented to
the out-of-state band estab-
ishing the most good will and
‘understanding between their
home ‘state and the State of

the band |
has increased to 100 marche '

vidor will present
a local St Petersburg

public pre-
wn band
shell.

Better than one million peo-
ple will see the Vvidor “Pir-
ate’’ Band in concert and on
parade, an achievement indeed
for town and school and we
point with pride to the students
who make up the band,
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65 Homecoming Events

Candid Shots Of Vidor's 19
] |

dinmeAFAARY

SPECTACULAR UGmmrmtAr,puMdby Band Director Ch-='~~ S e A e
f halftime ceremonies at the homecoming game Friday, Nov, 5. o

FIRST PLACE WINNER in the 1965 Homecoming Parade in
le school entries was the junior entry, “Pirates’ Night Out,””
he parade was held Friday, Nov. 5 with some 50 floats and
ars participating,

¥

| BRIGADETTE ENTRY depicted the sim
- beauty with the “Flower Drum Song.""

' THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1965 -

rst place in the Homecoming Parade last
the Senior Class entry, which was titled

|
plicity of Orien|
| “Ring Round the Mocn.~ Out af town Jjudges rated the entries,
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HERBERT C. MELLENEY v
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR May 17, 1966

Mr., Charles Smith, Band Director
Vidor High School
Vidor, Texas
Greetings from St. Petersburg, Florida

The Sunshine City
Dear Mr. Snith:

A cordial invitation is extended the famed Vidor High School Band to par-
ticipate in St. Petersburg's fabulous "Festival of States" celebration in

1966, Your group will represent the great State of Texas as its only band
participant.,

We request that your band arrive on Wednesday, March 30. You will be
free to leave on Saturday, April 2. While you are here, we ask that you

present one concert and represent your state in our spectacular "Parade
of States" on April 1,

I can assure you that we will do everything we can to make your stay with
us an enjoyable one. There are many diversified activities both of an
educational and recreational nature in our area. Naturally, our twenty-
stz miles of beaches are most appealing during that period.

We look forward to hearing from you and sincerely hope you will be able
to join us.

Warmest personal regards,
S5T. PETERSBURG FESTIVAL OF STATES

P A A

Herbert C. Melleney
Executive Director

UALLY BY THE SUNCOASTERS, INC. OF ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

813

-
7




MR. CHARLES R. SMITH
Director of Bands
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THE VIDOR SCHOOL MUSIC DEPARTMENT

The Music Department of the Vidor Public Schools offers its
students instruction in public school music, choir, band,
stage band, and solo-ensemble instruction under sevenquali-
fied instructors.

Four public school music teachers offer elementary students
a background in vocal music, rhythm band, and basic theory,
An advantageous schedule allows a large percentage of the
students to participate in some area of music when they reach
the Junior High and Senior High levels,

Excellent choirs are maintained in the Junior High under
the direction of Mrs. Lotene Sowell and the High School
offers areas of choral participation under the able leader-
ship of Mr. David Llewellyn,

Band instruction begins in the sixth grade under the direction
of Mr. Garvis White, Vidor Junior High Band Director, Band
students continue under Mr. White's very fine direction
through the seventh and eighth grades, moving from the
beginner classes into either the Junior High Concert-March-
ing Band or the Junior High Concert-Training Band.

Students selecting to take band on the High School Level are
placed into either the Concert Band or the Symphonic Band,
under the direction of Mr. Charles R, Smith, Both of these
groups_are active in performing, entering the University
Interscholastic League playing, sight-reading, and solo-en-
semble contests., Approximately one-hundred, thirty-five stu-
dents participate in these two concert bands. From these two
groups one-hundred and fifteen students are selected to be a
part of the ‘““Band of Bands, The Mighty Pirate Marching
Band.,”’

Mr. Smithbecame director of Bands for the Vidor High School
in September, 1960, During histenure the high school band has
received seven ‘“Excellent’’ and seven ‘‘Superior’’ awards in
marching, concert performance and sight-reading, Mr. Smith
was named Director of Music for the Vidor Schools in Septem-
ber, 1964, to co-ordinate the activities of the Vidor Music
Department through all grades,

An active Band Booster’s Organization supports the band in
its many and varied activities. They help with the raising
of funds for the band’s trips and social activities and each
year provide the funds for the presentation of the John Philip
Sousa Band Award to the Outstanding Senior Musician in the
Vidor Band.

Avid support from the school administration and from the
parents of the students participating in the school’s music
program is helpiag to make Vidor a ‘“Music-Minded’’ com-
munity.




VIDOR BAND TO PARTICIPATE

Florida's Festival Of States
Will Include" 150 Events

The South’s largest multiple
event, the Festival of States,
begins onMarch 21, with open=-
ing night fireworks, and con-
tinues through April 3, Over
150 activities are scheduled
including art shows, card
parties,- boat shows, square
dances, a Youth Bandorama,
concerts and musicals, and
various sports tournaments,
The grand climax will be the
Festival of States Parade, Ap-
ril 1,

The Festival of States, pro-
duced by the Suncoasters of
St. Petersburg Inc., is in’its
45th year. This fiesta started
on Washington’s birthday in
1896 when it was celebrated
by the children with a parade
and a series of programs at
the opera house, '

The true meaning and spirit
of “festival’’ is best captured
by the huge and colorful Par-
ade Of States, This fabulous
parade annually attracts bet-
ter than 450,000 people along
its two mile route, Forty-five
spectacular floats will be glid-
ing along St, Petersburg’s
Central Avenue, Twenty-five.
high-stepping bands and many
other entertainment units will
be in the parade which has be=-
come known as one of the na-
tion’s finest,

Three visiting Florida school

bands will be in St, Peters--

burg for several days., With
-the exception of three years
DeLand High School Band has
performed for each Festival
Of States Parade since its be-
ginning, They will return for
this year’s festivities and will
give a concert in downtown
. Williams Park on Saturday,
April 2, at 12:00 noon, The
Mainland High School Band,
‘“Buccaneers,” Daytona
Beach, have the distinction of
being the first Florida band
selected for the Macy’s

Thanksgiving Day Parade in
New York City, Their con-
certs will be.in Williams Park
on March 31 at 12:00 noon and
again on April 2, at 10:00
a.m,

Also representing Florida
will be the Seabreeze High
School Band, the. “Marching
Hundred,’”” Daytona Beach,
who will appear in Festival
activities for the first time,
They have performed at mae
jor pro-bowl games over CBS-
TV, at the New York World’s
Falr, and in Washington, D,C,
Last year they won the trophy
for perfect score in Florida’s
state band contest,

Seven out-of-state bands are
competing for the Governor’sg
Trophy this year, These bands
are: Vidor Senior High School
Concert Band, Vidor, Texas;
Dan River Senior High School
Concert Band, Danville, Vir=
ginia; Statesville Senior High
School Concert Band, States-
ville, North Carolina; Re-
demptorist Senior High School
Concert Band, New Orleans,
Louisiana; Paris Senior High
School Concert Band, Paris,
Kentucky; Boyertown Area
High School Concert Band,
Boyertown, Pennsylvania; and
the Barnwell Senior High
School Concert Band from
Barnwell, South Carolina,

The covetedGovernor’s Tro=
phy is currently held by the

170 piece Lafayette Senior
High School Band from ILex-
ington, Kentucky, Judging for
the lovely English silver Flor-
ida Governor’s Cup is open
only to out-of-Florida bands
and is held during the huge
Parade of States climaxing the
Festival, Judges are profes-
sional band directors who
grade the appearance of the
band, musical ability, and
marching ability,

These seven bands will also
vie for the Heart of St, Peters-

burg Plaque presented to the
band who establishes the most
good will and understanding
between their home state and
the State of Florida. This was
captured last year by the
famed Statesville High School
“‘Grenadier’’ Band from North
Carolina,
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Leroy Osmon
Osman Earns
Musician Award

Leroy Osmon, 17, has won
the highest honor awarded to
a musician here,

Leroy, asenior, was selected
to the ‘¢All State Band’’ for
the second consecutive year
in area tryouts held at Lufkin,
Jan, 22, He won first chair
from the area with his alto
clarinet.

Feb, 10-12 he will go toDal-
las for the Texas Music Ed-
ucator’s Association totry out
for seating among the upper
or lower band from the five
regions, -

He is now serving as cap-
tain of the band, He was selec-
ted into first chair ¢“All Re-
gion’’ two years, In hisfresh-
man year he won the ‘“Out-
standing Musicians Award’’,

From ‘“Regional’’ solo and en-
semble contests, he holds five
medals,

When asked ‘‘why’’ he got

““All-State’’, he laughed and

squealed, “I’'m the best!”’

| L

- Hamilton Native
Leads High School
To Noted Festival

A Hamilton native who leads
a high school band in East
Texas saw his musicians re-
ceive a rare honor this week
when they were chosen to rep-
resent the State of Texas at
the Festival of States in St.
Petersburg, Fla., April 1.

He is Charles R. Smith, di-
rector of the Mighty Pirate
Marching Band at Vidor High
School. He was born and rais-
ed in Hamilton County, the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Thurman E.
Smith of the Tonkawa com-
munity. He holds a master of
education degree from North-
western University in Evans-
ton, IIL

Several of the band director’s
relatives still live here. Mrs.
Mac Taylor of Carlton is an
aunt as is Mrs. Hugo Busch
of Route 1, Hamilton. Chester,
Willis and Vernon Schrank are
uncles of the honored music-
ian.

“To be selected from all
Texas bands is certainly a high
honor and simply goes to show
that a conscientious effort of
music education does not go
unnoticed in other states,”
Smith said in accepting tihe
invitation on behalf of his
bhand.

At the Festival in St. Peters-
burg, the Vidor Band will com-
pete for the Governor’s Cup,
the most sought-after award in
southeastern states. It is cur-
rently held by a band from
Kentuc_k}”
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Azalea Junior High School

7888-22 AVENUE, NORTH
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 33710

347-2106
COUNSELORS:
ERIC A. WHITTED, PRINCIPAL WILLIAM BRANDON
CHALMERS C. COE, ASS'T, PRINCIPAL ) . JERRY CRADDOCK
BERNEECE OVERHOLTZ, DEAN OF GIRLS VIRGINIA LACKEY

January 20, 1966

Mr. Charles R. Smith
‘Band Director

Vidor High School
Beaumont, Texas

Dear Mr, Smith:

It gives us great pleasure to welcome you and your
wonderful, mighty Pirate Band to St. Petersburg, it's great
Festival of States and gracious southern hospitality. It
has come to our attention that there is a possibility that
our school may have the opportunity and privilege of featur-
ing your fine organization at one of our assemblies, I don't
believe anything would please us more, nor would any assembly
by more well received than to have your organization present
a program for our student body and staff,

We would like to request your presence for Thursday,
March 31, at 9:30 a.m., We have approximately 950 students in
our school with 55 staff members., Should it be possible for
you to accept this invitation, our Band Director, Mr. Gary
Couch, will immediately communicate with you concerning your
needs and our physical facilities,

"We are a school that emphasizes the fine arts and your
presentation would add a significant impact on our cause. Ve
are looking forward with anticipation to your favorable reply.

Very sincerely yours,

—

‘Eric A, ahitted, 3

_ Principal
EAW/bb




February &, 1966

Mr. L. L., Matthews
Superintendent of Schools
Post Office Bor 248
Vidor, Texus
Greetings from St. Petersburg, Florida
The Sunsghina City
Dear My, Matthewe:

48 you are doubtleasly aware, your outstanding Vidor High School Band
will be representing the State of Texas at our Festival of States cele-
bration the end of March,

As their Superintendent, might I suggest that you plan to Join them in
Florida's Sumshine City, Superintendents who have esccompenied thelr
bands in past years have found the experience most rewarding.

Should you plam to sttend, we would like to extend the courtesies of
the festival by inviting vou to join our state, local, and national
VIP's in the Reviewing Stand for the huge Parade of States at 1:00 Pori,
on April 1, Please advise me of your decision,

We are sincerxely looking forward to making vour stey with us an enjoy-

able one as the Great State of Texas puts its best foot forward in
¥lorida,

Bagt wishes,
ST. PETERSBURG FESTIVAL OF STATES

Herbert C. Melleney
Executive Divector

HCMimg




February 4, 1966

My, Jorry Tuckaw, Principal
Vidor High School
Vidor, Texas
Greatings from St. Patevsburg, Florida
The Sunshine City
Dear Mr. Tucker:

As you are doubtlesaly aware, your outstanding Vidor High School Band
will be xepressnting the State of Texas at oux Festival of States cale-
bratiom the end of Mawch,

As thelr Prineipal, might I suggest that you plan to join thew in Florida's
Sunghine CitK;, Feincipals who have acoompanied thesr bands in past years
have found the experience mest rewarding.

Should you plan to attend, we would like to extend the courtesics of the
feptival by inviting you to joip eur state, local, and national VIP's

in the Raviewing Stand for the buge Pavade of States at 1:00 p.n. on
April 1. 7Plasse advise me of your dacision.

We are sincaraly looking forward to making your gtay with us an enjoy-
:ble ons as the Gyaak State of Texas puts its best foot forward in Flopi-
8

Baat wishes,
8T. PETERSBURG FESTIVAL OF STATES

Horbext €, Melleusy
Exacutive Dirvestor



The Sunshine City—P. O. Box 284.

From the Office of the Mayor

February 11l
1966

Band Members

c/o Mr. Charles R. Smith,
Director of Bands

Vidor High School

P.O. Box 248

Vidor, Texas 77662

Dear Students:

I send greetings from the citizens of
St. Petersburg, Florida, the "Sunshine City".

I want to advise you of the great interest
you have generated by your forthcoming visit to the
1966 Festival of States. We are well aware of your
competence musically as well as marching and are
indeed proud to have the Great State of Texas
represented by your fine school.

Be assured that I will do everything in
my power, as Mayor, to make this trip your most
successful and to see that you have unlimited fun in
the warm climate of our State.

All of St. Petersburg waits to greet you,
and I look forward to meeting each of you personally
in late March.

Sincerely, - ]
/"/ .

7 p.
- / ': } . / Vi ’ )
Sl esriar M XHT T

Herman W. Goldner
Mayor




STATE OF FLORIDA

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
TALLAHASSEE

Havypon Burns February 15, 1966

GOVERNOR

Vidor High School Band

c¢/o Mr. Charles R. Smith, Director of Bandsg
Vidor High School

Post Office Box 248

Vidor, Texas 77662

Dear Bandmembers:

The Suncoasters of St. Petersburg, Florida, have
informed me that your fine band will be here for
the annual Festival of States festlvities in April.

I understand that you are raising the necessary
funds to make the trip. This is most commendable on
your part and you can be assured that wherever you
visit in Florida a warm welcome awaits you.

I am very famlliar with your beautiful area of the
country, and I know you will find our Sunshine State
to your liking.

We all look forward to seeing you in Florida.

Sincerely,

>

Governor

HB:tm
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Scroll Presented
To Clty Of. St. Petersburg,
Fla., By Vidor High School Band

CITY OF ST, PETERSBURG
STATE OF FLORIDA

GREETINGS:

We, the undersigned officials and civic leaders of the City
of Vidor, Orange 'County, Tex'as,'lndlvldually and on behalf
of -the citizens of this clty‘, hereby convey to you our best
wishes and our sincere tha.nke to you for the great honor

bestowed upon our city in general and our school band in

particular {n Invltlng them to represent our Great State .
' of Texas ln the 1986 FESTIVAL OF' S’I‘ATES We are very .
;proud of our school band and lts leader Mr. Charles Smith,
who has done such a wonderful job of shaplng and molding |

+ the llves of our young people to the end that they will bg= v

come more usgeful] citizens of thls g‘reat natlon of ours,
This band and its leader brlng with them the GOOD WILL
of our city and state, lt;ls hopedthat_t'hls gesture will en-
able us to span the 'mahy miles 'sep,_aratlng us and join
hands- in marching together in g timely step toward a greats .
er nation and a better underetand_lng emong its citizens,

The notes which come from the"vyarleili instruments of this

band and as played by theee, our youhg people, depict the

melody in our hearts u we. join In a harmonlous chorus of

"“PEACE ON EARTH, GOOD WILL 'I‘OWARD MEN”

Each and every cltlzen o! your clty, and of your state

and of this natlon of oure, wlll always find a warm welcome

among us, You have a perpetual lnvitatlon to vlslt us at any -

time, May our !rlendshlp be a contlnulng one, and an evere

growing asset between us. R

g/c'zvc )] R et

eé&deﬂf 04 Chamber of
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Band Wins Fi

irst And Sweepstakes In Festival Parade

FIRST PLACE AND SWEEPSTAKES trophies are proudly displayed by Charles Smith, director
of the Mighty Pirate Marching Band, and band members, won at the Buccaneer Festival in
Corpus Christi in competltion with approxlmately 45 bands from across the nation. The band
won a first place in AAAA competition and was then declared ‘Sweepstakes’ winner of the par-
ade for being the best marching unit in the entire parade. (School Photo)

The Vidor High School
Marching Band won First
Place in ““AAAA’’ competition
in the Buccaneer Festival
Parade held in Corpus Christi
this past weekend, April 29;
and was then declared the
“Sweepstakes’’ winner of the
parade for being the best Mar-
ching Unit of the entire parade.

The Buccaneer Festival in
Corpus Christi is an annual
event regularly atiracting
bands and floatsfrom through-
out Texas and the United
States. Approximately 45
bands and well over a hundred
other units took part in the
event this year. The paradeis
the finale-climax of the event
and takes place on the last
evening of the Festival. The
parade begins at Del Mar Sta-
dium and moves for approxi-
mately four and one-half miles
ending inthe central civic sec-
tion of downtown Corpus
Christi.

The ‘‘Mighty Pirate March-
ing Band’’, under the direction
of Charles R. Smith, left for
Corpus on Friday, April 28 to
participate in the Buccancer
Parade and in the Buccaneer
Music Festival. The band had
a very active day on Saturday,
April 29; participating firstin
the Solo-Ensemble Contest,
Second in the Playing Contest,
and finally that evening in the
Night Parade. There were 138
members of the Vidor Band
who made the trip tothe festi-
val. In addition, 50 members
of the Vidor High School
Choir, under the direction of
David Llewellyn travelled to
Corpus on Wednesday, April
27 to take part in the Choral
Events of the Buccaneer Mu=-
sic Festival,
the Choral Events of the Buc-
caneer Music Festival,
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(See related front page story)
VIDOR HIGH SCHOOL BANDS
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EXECQUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT
NED T, HARRAL

SECRETARY
THuiamas G, Davis

F 4

PRESIDENT
HARRY FORBES, JR.

PARADE MARSHALL

y N. D. rBup) BaILEY

TREASURER
STeErHEN H. WARE, JR,. M, D,

BANDS

18T VICE-PRESIDENT

VirgiL. Howagro
TU 4-9389

Vice CHAIRMAN

Joe O, MoKINNEY
TU 4-3%509

FLOATS
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT

E. RICHARD SCHENDEL
Tu 2Z-8B27

VICE-DHAIRMAN

A, F. Kiger, M.D.
TE 5-6229

MISC. ENTRIES
3RD VICE-PRESIDENT

R. J. Best, D.D.S.
TE 59591

VICE-CHAIRMAN

D, C. BERNWANOER, M.D,
uL 2-7201

COMM. & FIRST AID
47TH VICE-PRESIDENT

BiLL PRICE
TE S-311%

ViCE-CHAIRMAN

Rov EGOLESTON
TU 4-0B48

TRANSPORTATION
5TH VICE-PRESIDENT

DAVE MOLDER
TW 2-1911

VICE-CHAIRMAN

T. FRANK HORNER
TE 5-8313

STADIUM

6THVICE-PRESIDENT

JOMN SPINDLER
TU 3-4416

VICE-CHAIRMAN

WARREN F. SHaw
UL 3-73986

DIRECTORS

JACK MORAN

HERT W. AGanN
Paul T. BLANTON
NORMAN L. UTTER
Boe EASLEY
EDWARD W. SLAVIK

PAST PRESIDENTS

Ross B, LANGHAM
Georee B. CONNELL
OHARLES R. PORTER, JR.
Wm. H, KEYS

JUDGE FPAuL W. NYE
THOMAS . WALKER

J. Rovy OuseN

R, Briscaoe KinNG

WM., C. TRIPPLETT, M.D.N

AL SCHMID

ez

May 5, 1967

Mr. Charles R. Smith, Band Director
Mighty Pirate Marching Pand

?,0. Box 248

Vidor, Texas

Dear Mr. Smith:

On behalf of the Duccaneer Commission and its officials
we wish to extend our sincere appreciation to you and
vour group for participating in the 1957 Buccaneer Days
T1luminated Night Parade.

We wish to congratulate you and your band on winning
the Class AAAA and Sweepstakes trophies. Tour continued
support of our parsde is appreciated.

Sincerely,

SR )
AL A LA ,/=fcziﬁl,((

/irgil Howard, Vice President
In Charge of Bands

-t

VIi/or

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO:




High School Bapdd‘,w 4

‘Wins Sweepstakes

;. The - Vidor High School . Sym-
“phonic brought back the first
«Sweepstakes’’ award in the his=-
tory of Vidor Bands Saturday,
April 6. The Symphonic Band
received a Division I (Superior)
in both Concert performance and
Sight Reading atthe annual Uni-
versity Interscholastic League
Contest. This coupled with the
Division I rating in Marching
that the Mighty Pirate Marching
Band won last November ob-
tained the special «Sweepstakes’’
award for the band, Although
the bands have won.a number of
Division I ratings during the last
few years in various of the Uni-
versity. Interscholastic League
Contests, this marks the first
time in, the band’s history thaf
they have been able to win the
«Sweepstakes?’’ trophy for afirst
in all three ‘events in the same
year,. . S 55 ARy
The band, under the direction
of -Charles.R, Smith, performed
“Hajl 'to .the Fleet’?, (‘Scenes
from the ‘Louvre’’’ and the “Fi-
nale from Symphony No. 5’ for

their concert performance in the"

contest which: was. held at Kirby
High School in Woodville, The
vidor High School Concert Band
(which combines with the Sym-
phonic Band for marching) re-
ceived a Division II (Excellent)
for their concert performance
on Friday evening, April 5, The
Concert Band played ‘“Coat of
Arms March’’, “The Pearl Fish-
ers Overture’’ and “Toccata for
Band’’ for their performance.
Both bands received commenda-

tions from area band directors

who were present in addition to
the ¢‘Superior’’ and ‘‘Excellent’’
ratings they received from the
Judges at the contest. . .
The public had the opportunity
to hear these outstanding musical
organizations when they pre-
sented their Spring Concert on
Tuesday evening, April 23, inthe
High School Auditorium, In ad-
dition the two bands combined
to again play ‘‘Overture 1812’7
at the annual Vidor School Music
Festival held on Friday eve-
ning, May 10 in the Vidor High
School Gymnasium,

VHS Brigadettes
Selected From
40 Candidates 6-24¢¢

The 1968 Brigadette tryouts
were held recently., Approxi-
mately 40 girls from the fresh-
man, sophomore, and junior clas-
ses participated in the tryouts,
Judges for the event were Wen-
dell Ragsdale, assistant band di-
rector at VJHS, Garvis White,
band director at VJHS, Mrs, Lo-
rene. Sowell, choir director for
VJHS choirs, and David
Llewellyn, VHS choir director,
New members of the Brigadettes
for this coming season are; Linda
Hoover, Linda Franklin, Wonda
Holmes, Jackie Powell, Becky
Byerly, Becky Wright, Karen
Smith, Kathy Biehle, Kristi Scott,
Debbie Sikes and CarolynChance,
Also selected were Dianna
Liles, Helen Osmon, Polly Pues,
Hope Hoffpauir, Jackie Campbell,
Connie Petitt, Diana Walles, -
Carole Pillsbury, and Peggy Gall.
Alternates selected include Janet
Dunham and Becky Smith, ;
Girls who were sophomore and |
junior Brigadettes this year were
automatically placed in next sea-
son’s group, The group will con-
sist of 36 members in the 1968
season,

TUESDAY, MAY 14, 1968

Musical Festival
Draws Standing Room
Only Audience

A capacity crowd of friends
and relatives attended the an-
nual*Spring “Misical Festival
presented by the 1,200 stu-
dents of music inVidor school
bands and choirs Fridayinthe
high-school gym, -

A highlight of the program
was the presentation of 1812
Overture Solennelle’’ by the
high school concert and 'sym-
phonic' bands which drew a
standing ovation from the au-
dience.

Theme . of the festival was
«‘See Music Education in Ac-
tion,”’
- Groups participating were:
Pine Forest Rhythm Band,
Oak Forest Elementary Choir,
Vidor Elementary Choir, Jr.
High Sixth-Grade Choir, Jr.
High: Girls Choir, Jr. High
Mixed Choir, Jr, High Begin-
ners Band,

Jr. High Training Band, Jr.
High Concert Band, Jr. High
Symphonic Marching Band,
High School Freshman Choir,
Migh School Girls Choir, High
School : Concert Choir, High
School Concert Band and High
School Symphonic Band,

Music: teachers are Mrs.
Bessie ; “Taylor, Mrs. Sue
Brasseaux, MTs, Qdessa

. Smithey, “Mrs. Alice Huff,
Mary  Beth Chandler, Mrs.
Porene ‘ Sowell, W, P, Rags-
dale, - Garvis White, David
Llewellyn - and Charles R,
Smith, school director of mu-
sic and high school band direc-
tor.




Sousa Award o468

Is Presented To
Susan Cathey

Senior  Susan Cathey, 17,
daughter of Mr, and Mrs, James
E. Cathey, has recently been
named recipient of the highly
coveted John Philip Sousa award.

Susan has been a member of the
band during her four years at
Vidor High, Mr, Charles Smith,
Vidor High Band Director, chose
Susan for her superior achieve-
ment in band during those four
years. This award is given each
year to one Senior, That person
receives a certificate, a pin, and
a small desk plaque. Also, her
name is placed on a large plaque
kept in the band office,

Susan is a Vidor High honor stu=-
dent and her plans include attend-
ing Lamar Tech and probably
playing in the band there.

Vidor Schools To
Present Spring
Music Festival

In conjunction with Texas
Music Education Week (May
5-12) and using the Theme
iigee Music Education in Ac-
tion'*, the Vidor Music De -
partment will present its an-
nual Spring Music Festival
Friday May 10,

The program will begin at 8
p.m. in the Vidor High School
Gymnasium,

Price of admission to the
festival will be 50 centsfor all
persons six years of age and
older. Tickets may be obtained
from students performing in
the festival or at the door on
the evening of the program,

Over 1200 students from all
levels of the Vidor Schools
will participate in the 1968
Spring Festival. The groups
participating will be: The Pine
Forest Rhythm Band, The
Pine Forest Elementary
Choir, The Oak Forest Ele-
mentary Choir, The Vidor
Elementary Choir, The Junior
High Sixth-Grade Choirs, The
Junior High Girl’s Choir, The
Junior High Mixed Choir, The
Junior High Beginners Band,
The Junior High Training
Band, The Junior High Con-
cert Band, The Junior High
Symphonic-Marching Band,
The High School Freshman
Choir, The High School Girl’'s
Choir, The High School Con-
cert Choir, The High School
Concert Band, and The High
School Symphonic Band.

In spite of the great number
of groups that will be involved
in the program, the entire
program is not expected to
last but about one hour, be-
cause a great number of the
groups combine for their in-
dividual performances.

The program will include:
I Love The Mountains,
Yellow Bird, With A Bit Of
Luck, Ragtime Cowboy Joe,
That Doggie in the Window,
My Ten Gallon Hat, Armed
Forces Medley, Little English
Suite, Born Free, Let There
Be Music, Lord-God of Our
Fathers, March from Conse=
cration of the House, The
Music Man, Sound of Trum-
pet, May the God of Wit In-
spite, Poor 'Lil, Love is Blue,
Hail Miami March, 1812-
Ouverture Solennelle, and the
Finale Number--God of Our
Fathers.,

Music Teachers involved in
the program are: Bessie Tay-
lor, Sue Brasseaux, Odessa
Smithey, Alice Huff, Mary
Beth Chandler, Lorene Sowell,
W. P. Ragsdale, Garvis White,
David Llewellyn, and Charles
R. Smith.

The general public is very
cordially invited to attendthis
festival and see ‘‘Music Edu-

e dlicer 2vm A AbiANnI?) in the ViAAT

ERESE S -

VIDOR, TEXAS ((ooc, TUESDAY, MAY 77,1968

SUSAN CATHEY

Susan Elaine Cathey
Awarded John pPhilip
Sousa Band Award

Susan Elaine Cathey, 17-vear

old daughter of Mr, and Mrs,
James E, Cathey, 4375 Holly
Drive, Vidor, was awarded the
John Philip Sousa band award
during the Spring Concert of
the Vidor High School Bands,
April 23rd,

The award is presented each
year to a senior band student
in recognition for outstanding
achievement and interest in
instrumental music.

Miss Cathey, a member of the
National Honor Society and a
Magna Cum Laude graduate,
was a member of the Spring
Woods Jr. High School Band,
Houston, before moving to
Vidor in 1963, She has played
the piccolo in the «“Mighty
Pirate Marching Band’' and
the flute inthe Symphonic Band
for four years.

She has won positions in the
Region X, All-Region Band
three years, playing first
chair flute in 1968, She also
each year has won medals at
the regional level in U,L L,
solo and ensemble contests;
has won two medals at all-
state solo and ensemble con-
tests in Austin: was presented
the Jr, High School Band award
and two previous annual High
School awards.




r‘:"*r LAMAR STATE COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

LAMAR TECH STATION / BOX 10007 . BEAUMONT, TEXAS 77705 / PHONE 713 - 838-6671

OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF MEN

November 18, 1968

Vidor High School Band
Vidor High School

P.0. Box 248

Vidor, Texas 77662

Dear Band Director:

Your help in making Lamar's Homecoming a happy event is
greatly appreciated. Your:band members are to be commended
for an extremely fine performance,

Please extend our gratitude to each of your students,
and we hope that vou will be able to join us for Lamar's

Homecoming again next vyear.

Sincerely,

Paul W. Téylor
Assistan}/ Dean of Men

PWT: tdn




SPONSORS
OF:

VICE-PRESIDENTS
R SPERRY CLARKE
GEORGE B GAINES

BUCCANEER

P. . 8OX

DAYS BUCCANEER MUSIC

1199

SECRETARY
R. BRISCOFE KING

RED CARPET COMMITTEE
RICHARD S. DURHAM

CARR SKINMER

ACTIVE DIRECTORS
WM R ANDERSON. IR
RALPH BENNETT
R SPERRY CLARKE
JOE R_DelEON
RICHARD 5 DURHAM
GEORGE B. GAINES
WM. P GRANOT
FRED HELDENFELS
WM, H. KEYS
R BRISCOE KING
J ROY OLSEM
RAY £ PETERSON
RONNIE SIZEMORE
CABR SKINNER
TOM R SWANINER
WM. € TRIPLETT,
FUGENE C. URBAN

AHOMAS €. WALKER

R WELCH
LBERT G. WRIGHT
2 M H. YOUNG

"

M D

SPECIAL DIRECTORS

CHATTER ALLEN
JACK BLACKMON
Moyar, Corpus Chosh
FUGENE BONELLI
MARGERY H BROWN
pe, | W, CHIDESTER
VIRGIL HOWARD
LUTHER G. JONES, JR
Colanel, USA
NOAH KENNEDY, JR.
Judge, Nueces County
ROBERT F REGAN
Caprain, USN
ROBERT F SALLEE
HERIBERTO SPINDOLA
Acting
MARVIN TOWNSEND
FREDERICK C TURMER
Rear Adm , USN
MRS LEWIS WEIL
DR. DANA WILLIAMS
WHLIAM P WIITT

HONORARY DIRECTORS

WM, R. ANDERSON, IR
1. ROY OILSEN
ROBERT P. WALLACE
R. BRISCOL KING
4. N. ESTES
GLENN E. ALEXANDER
AL SCHMID
THOMAS B. TUCKER
CHATIER ALLEN
BUSTER SHELY
BRUCE COLLINS, SR
CHARLES GALLAND
JAY T, DAVIS
I. FRANK SMITH
GEORGE H. JONES
,_BQHFQI b. SALLEE
UL A MARTINEAU
‘D W. HELDENFELS
.. € GARNETT
ARMOLD O. MORGAN
R. SPERRY CLARKE
BEN F. VAUGHN, IR
E. ARTHUR DURHAM
HERBERT C. DENNETT
JOHN F, LYNCH
MAVER FURMAN, M D.
COL. ). P. BLAKENEY
GUY |. WARREN
LON C. HIlL

Mexican Consul

Mr. Charles R.
Vidor High School

., 0., Box 248

Qur congra ERERI
the trophy in 4A competition,
band and we are very
they played in making our Buccaneer

a huge success,

)
2
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FESTIVAL *

CORPLS CHRISTI, TE AS 78403

RED CARPET COMMITTEE

512—B8B82-3242

PRESIDENT
THOMAS € WALKER

VICE-PRESIDENTS

WM. H KEYS
GHBERT & WRIGHT
TREASURER
) ROY OLSEM
MANAGER

R G. (BOB) FINKE

ations to your band for winning
You have an excellent
grateful to you for the part

Days Parade such

Cordially yours,

R, G,
Manage

\
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CHARLES R. SMITH,

|
|

director of music for the

Vidor Schools and”
director of the Vidor
High School Bands, has

been elected as General |
Contest Chairman for

Region X of the
University Interscholastic
League. This is the
second time in the last
four years that Mr. Smith
has been elected to this
position. He will serve as
the Contest Chairman for
all U.I.LL, Music Contests
for Region X for the
Next two school-years.

e e A

{
(
(

THE MIGHTY PIRATE MARCHING BAND won the trophy for the best |
“AAAA "’ Band in the famed “Buccaneer Festival” Parade he_ld Saturday
evening, May 3, in Corpus Christi, Texas. This is the second time that the |
Pirate Marching Band has won this trophy in this event. Shown are some of
the members of .he Mighty Marching Band with the trophy. Included are the
drum majors, Kathy Rainbolt and Linda Whiteside.

VICOR, TEXAS 77662 THURSDAY, MAY 15, 1969
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{1:' : -Vidor Students: iiraised e
‘Following is a copy of ézletterI

‘band dirgctor of Vidor: .
We: have -a drug store.in
Woodville and just before -clos-
; ing rtxmq Saturday night -(April
.'26) your band students came in
“for "drinks. My hushand, ‘one
“.clerk and I were the: only ones.
(there but we soon saw we: had -
no cause; to worry.
T do believe they were fhe nLl
j cest most well béehaved’ and
'A thoughtful group we have ever
% had in our store. It was indeed
a pleasure to serve all of you.
[Z MRS. W. S,-JARROTT, :
Jarrott Pharmacy, g
RIS Loy * Woodville.
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Mississiprpr STATE UNIVERSITY

STATE COLLEGE, MISSISSIPPI

Music EpucaTioN DEPARTMENT

Uctober 21,1969

Mr., Charles Smith, Director
Vidor High School Band
Vidor, Texas

Dear Mr. Smith:

On behalf of my class and myself, I would
like to express our sincere thanks for the use
of the films of your fine band.

S0 many aspects of the performance were
superb, but as a former high school band director
two things stand out in my mind. First, the
band played very well. This reflects my personal
feeling in the respect that this is the most
importent aspect of instrumental music education.
Seccndly, the individual execution was precise,
indicating that these students hmve been taught
fundamentals of marching and not just shows.

Thanks again for your help. Please tell
your band members that I appreciate the excellence
of performance that they shared with us.

erely,

AN

Hal Ii. Polk
Asst. Professor
Lept. of HKusic
iMiss. State U,

State College, Liiss. 3976

N
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The Joseph Metcalfes
2437 Tenth Street
Port Neches, Texas 77651

October 4, 1970

Mr, Charles R, Smith
Band Director, Vidor High School
Vidor, Texas

Dear Mr, Smiths

As guests of Miss Marilyn Morgan and her parents, Dr,
and Mrs, Tyra Morgan, it was our privilege to see your band's
homecoming performance, Friday evening, It was the most
extraordinary, spectacular, and absolutely stupendous exhibition
that we have ever seen, on any field - high school or college
level}

We realize the tremendous amount of planning, effort,
time, patience, and finances that went into the production,
but the end product was certainly impressive and efféctive.

We were so impressed that we are sending a similar
letter to Dr, Cothern, your Superintendent, and to Mr, Bill
Harland, President of the Vidor School Board., Copies of each
are enclosed.

Please accept our thanks to a dedicated educator,

Sincerely,

g/ﬁ%wd’a@

Bﬁrbara and Joe Metcalfe.




BOARD OF EDUCATION

BILL £ HARLAND Widor Public Bchools e

PRESIDENT

TO”:'MY RAINBOLT H. J. COTHERN, SUPERINTENDENT
ICE PRESIDENT NEIL R. BOND. susinzss MANAGER
RALPH WHITE . . P.O,BOX 248

SECRETARY . VIDOR, TEXAS 77662
October 5, 1970

Mr. Charles Smith, Band Director
Vidor High School
Vidor, Texas

Dear Mr. Smith:

ROLLIE BURR
G.T. (CHARLIE) SHARP
A.R. (BOB) SIMINO
LOUIS (LOU) SMITH

Just a note to compliment you and your fine musical organization
for an outstanding performance last Friday. afternoon and evening. All
of your hard work and excellent planning resulted in a beautiful half-
time show that will be remembered by the many thousands who attended

the game.

Congratulations! I'm already looking forward to next year.

Sincerely yours,

Gd

Earl Glassie, Jr.
Director of Instruction
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V I d o r fefe " Smith, a native of Hamilton,
was reared in Nederland where

he completed high school as sa-
{lutatorian of his class in 1954,
iHe received his BS degree in
‘music from Lamar State Col-
lege in 1958 and his master’s in

12C—The Port Arthur News SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1971

'Miracle Man’

VIDOR— ‘How can he possibly|coming observances for the past half time performances. In ad-
op last year’s performance?”|11 years, whose imagination|dition to the routines and fire-
s a question often being asked and ingenuity have made the works, Smith also engineers the Mrs. Wayne Steveason, parade
this week by many of the 9,000{annual event a real spectacular, coronation ceremonies, when|co-chairman.

readies

choral director; Leroy Osmon,|ti, performed at World’s Fair in
assistant band director, -and to|San Antonio, and has twice re
presented the State of Texas in
the Festival of States events in

. homecoming queen But fans of the Mighty Pirate
crowned and her royal court is|Marching Band give credit fo
introduced, all within the preci-
sion time element limit.

The halftime ceremonies cli- it-until-it’s-right
max the annual parade which{th
traditionally features ov
enteries, with at least a third of{has co
the entries being floats colorful
and complicated enough to com-
pete in almost any para
engineered by the Germa

o attended the ho-|{combining a fabulous fireworks
_ldisplay with inspired perform-
: the Mighty Pirate
‘Marching Band and the 28-
'member VHS Brigadettes in a
darkened stadium.

| Each year, for the past four
\years, the fireworks seem to go

spectators wh
mecomingpg

the group’s national fame to the
A disciplined, talented, we’ll do-
tivities at
Under Smith’s
the high school band
nsistently won first divi-
University In-
terscholastic League competi-
has marched in the Cotton
n gen-|Bowl parade in Dallas and re-
trict’s|ceives an invitation each year
Smith mo-|to repeat the performance, an-
dit to|nually performs at the Buc-
caneer Festival in Corpus Chris-

er 70!direction,

more unique than the year be-
\fore. The routines by the band
! and the drill team become more
" complex and colorful each year
and perhaps one of the biggest
miracles, all of this is done in
the minimum time allotted to

referred to is '
music department,
destly gives a lot of the cre
his associates. David Llewellyn,

cle maa of the

Florida, once in 1966 and again
¢in 1970. The band brought home
third place trophies in competi-
tion against some 27 bands from
other states. Furthermore the!
band raised its own money, Over
$12,000, to make the trips to
Florida — all kinds of projects|
which Smith not only helped to
plan, but actively worked in—
from selling candy, giving spe-
cial concerts, even rummaece
sales. The projects were end-
less, but successful and that is
the only ending which the direc-
tor can accept—a successful
conclusion to any project.

A tribute to his work with the
Mighty Pirate Marching Band is
noted by a favorite expression
of the fans, “We may not win
all the football games, but we

of

never lose the halftime.” And :
anyone who has ever watched

the 150 students in their ever
changing routines, or heard the
quality of music they produce,
is always impressed by the per-
formance and the evidence of
the showmanship and efforts ex-
nended.

music from Northwestern Uni-
_versity ‘in Chicago in 1959. He
taught briefly at Concordia
Teachers College in River
Forest, Ill., and came to Vidor
junior high school in 1959, mov-
ing on to high school in 1960.
He married Charlesene Hudson
of Timpson in 1960 and the cou-
ple have a daughter, Julie Ann,
9-year old. He served for a
number of years as general
contest chairman for the UIL
and is presently serving a sec-
ond term as executive secretary
of the UIL Music Department.
Under Smith’s direction, the
marching band has grown to
150-members. He has also or-
ganized a symphonic band, a
concert band and a stage band.
He and Llewellyn are co-direc-
tors of the drill team, which in
1969 won the title of the Fabu-
ious Brigadettes. Successful
conclusions to so manv. efforts
don’t just happen, as most peo
ple know. It takes a special
energy, a special imagination,
a certain charisma and all of
these the young director pos-

sesses in abundance.




STATE OF FLORIDA
OFFICE OF GOVERNOR REUBIN O'D. ASKEW

February 3, 1971

Mr. Charles R. Smith
Director of Bands
Vidor High School
Post Office Box 248
Vidor, Texas 77662

Dear Mr. Smith:

As Governor of the State of Florida, I wish to convey
my congratulations to Vidor High School Band
for being selected as Texas' representative to the 50th
Anniversary of the famed Festival of States, held each spring
in Florida's Sunshine City.

I understand you have a very outstanding band and are
looking forward to competing in two national band contests
while also acting as good will ambassadors for Texas.

I know I speak for the citizens of Florida when I wish
you the best of luck at the Festival of States and hope you
have a most enjoyable stay in Saint Petersburg.

Sincerely,
O
\%—
Governor

ROA/lcp
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_(I)!fAvle‘li)o f:,‘;];ssm:l‘;ﬂ;m:mrﬁ;l Drew, left, of Beaumont, is shown with six members
and the cue grill she recently won as part of th ! j

:10 raise money for its trip to Florida next week. The students standing lliehlnd th: Z:ﬁld ;:1;:) J:lf;

onated by C.W. Dial, are Janet Smith, Debbie Ballard, Eric Malone, Robin ’Blckford

Josephine Dial and Gayla

Stevenson.

The Vidor High School Band went to the “Festival of States” in
St. Petersburg. They marched in the “Champions on Parade” marching

contest. They marched in the illuminated evening parade on March 30, 1971.

Later, they presented a concert in the park in down-town St. Petersburg on

April 1.

Thursday, April 8, 1971

Vidor Band Takes Prizes In Florida |

VIDOR — The Vidor High
School Band returned from St.
Petershurg, Fla., this week
\bringing home two third-place
‘trophies won in competition
1against top bands from 14 other
states.

The band, which represented
Texas at the annual Festival of
States, took a third place Thurs-
day in the “Champions on Pa-
-ade” marching contests, and
inother third-place Saturday in
‘he 1971 “Parade of States.”

Beaumont Enterprise

11.

Carolina captured first place
and Pennsylvania took second.
In the parade Saturday, Penn-
sylvania took first and Ohio,
second.

“I was very proud of our per-
formance,” Charles R. Smith,
band director, said. “Even
though we did not place first in
either of the events, we were
the only state to place in both
the marching contest and the
parade.”

The 157-member band was ac-

In the Thursday event, North

companied by 16 adult chaper-

\
ones. The group was gone a
week and stayed at the St. Pe-
tersburg Hilton Hotel.

In addition to marching for|
competition, the band also|
marched in an illuminated eve-
ning parade on March 30, andk
presented a concert to an audi-|
ece of about 3,000 in the park
indowntown St. Petersburg
April 1.

“Competition was very rigid,”
Smith said. “All the winning
bands had to present outstand-
ing performances to place in ei-
ther event.”




BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS
RALPH WHITE

PRESIDENT G. T. (CHARLIE) SHARP

b4 4 LOUIS (LOU) SMITH
ROLLIE BURR Widor Pauklic Schools

MRS. K. C. (ALICE) WOMACK
A. R. (BOB) SIMINO

SECRETARY ‘ H ). COTHERN JOE T. WOODS

SUPERINTENDENT

NEIL R. BOND
BUSINESS MANAGER

P. Q. BOX 248
VIDOR, TEXAS 77662

October I, 1971

Mr. Charles Smith

Music Director

Vidor Independent School District
Vidor, Texas

Dear Mr. Smith:

Congratulations to you, your staff, and all students involved
in your homecoming activities! You must have a tremendous sense of
pride in developing such a beautiful show, so well organized, and
so wel | designed.

I'm sure the people of Vidor appreciate you and your organization.
This was in evidence by the enthusiastic applause given you repeatedly
throughout the evening.

It was a real treat to watch and listen to a master at work!

Sincerely yours,
é/m
Earl| Glassie, Jr.

Director of Instruction




BOARD OF EDUCATION : MEMBERS

Rﬁl}ei:ov:NHT”E ‘ G. T. (CHARLIE) SHARP

ROLLIE BURR ']Hihnr ’ﬁuhlif %tl‘[nnlﬁ LOUIS (LOU) SMITH

VICE PRESIDENT MRS. K. C. (ALICE) WOMACK
A. R. (BOB) SIMINO

SECRETARY JOE T. WOODS

H. J. COTHERN
SUPERINTENDENT

NEIL R. BOND
BUSINESS MANAGER

P. O. BOX 248
VIDOR, TEXAS 77662

Charles Smith
Leroy Osmon
David Llewellyn

Gentlemen:

Your Christmas concert on the night of Décember 16
was superb. Congratulations are certainly in order to
you gentlemen and all of your students.

The decorations were beautiful also and definitely
added to the occasion. Maybe the snow and chill in the
air was missing for a more perfect holiday season, but
the beautiful music produced by your combined organizations
helped set the stage for a happy holiday season.

Sincerely %‘(/
‘ .

Earl Glassie, Jr.

Congratulations again!
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Band Travels
to Florida

December, 1972, climaxed
many months of planning,
preparation, and money-raising
activities as the band, directed
by Charles R. Smith, traveled to
Miami, Florida, to participate in
nation-wide competition. Win-
ning would have meanl, among
other things, performing during
half-time of the Miami Dal-
phin-Baltimore Colt game. Led
by drum majors Molly Miller
and Rhonda Braneff, the
Mighty Pirate Marching Band
remains the pride of VHS.

/1972




EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

T. E. WHITE, JR.
President-elect
3ox 575
_ Port Neches, Texas 77651
G. J. JONES
Treasurer
Rt. 2. Box 1065
Orange, Texas 77630
MRS. BETTIE CURTIS
Secretary
412 John Street
Orange, Texas 77630

MRS, HELENE LITTON Texas State Teachers Association
P.IreC;.orBox 341 DISTRICT V

Bridge City, Texas 77611

Mr, Charles R, Smith
Supervisor of Music

Vidor Public Schools
P,0, Box 2,8

Vidor, Texas 77662

Dear Mr, Smith:

WEYMAN E. MARTIN
3924 N. BEVERLY
ORANGE, TEXAS 77630

October 22, 1973

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

MRS. HELEN JOHNSEN

State Committee

131 East Caldwood

Beaumont, Texas 77707
MRS. ELIZABETH GILL

State Committee

P. O. Box 347

Mont Belvieu, Texas 77580
MRS. FRANCES DEMENT

TSTA Membership Chairman

3825 Buckingham Row

Beaumont, Texas 77706
MRS, ANTOINETTE MELO

NEA Membership Chairman

265 West Coldwood

Beaumont, Texas 77707

Since it is impossible for me to express my appreciation to
each member of your fine band personally and individually, I must

ask you to that for me the next time you meet with them,

I think that I have never heard a musical organization of
any kind which was received more enthusiastically and more gracious-
ly by a group of teachers than was the Vidor band last Friday morn-

ing, We knew that

Vidor has a fine band, and that perhaps they had

been too long taken for granted in this area., But we have never

hean| them play more beautifully than they played for our 6,000 teach-
ers in the District V convention,

We had a great convention, and your fine contribution made it
even greater, I wish that I might share some of the many favorable

comments I heard from those who attended the convention.,
Will you take my word for it?
you play, and we love you for playing for us,

were too numerous,

Sincerely,

Mo pbileee

Weyman E, Martin

But they
We love the way
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About The Band--

by Nancy Call

When I volunteered to cover
the band contest
for The Vidorian, I
was under the impression that
[ would be given the chance to

write the story of a lifetime,.

"“This year,” I thought, ‘‘could
be the year for not only a
Sweepstakes for the Sym-
phonic  Band,- but also a
special award for the Concert
Band.” You might say, I could
feel it in my bones that I.was
to write a very important
story. But I was wrong, or was
1?

It took quite a lot for me to
come back to the office and
type up the story that appears

on the front page, and I made -

up my mind before I ever did
it that 1 was going to have to
write this story also to clarify
what actually took place at the
contest as I, a former band

student, (not I as reporter)_

saw it.
Well, here it is: }
Anyone who has ever at-
tended a band contest knows
dbout what to expect from the
various bands which attend.

Everyone is aware of what.

the  different band's
reputations are concerning
former ratings, but there is

also another knowledge that.

nne=acquires - from attending
the contest. )
This knowledge is a speclal

knowledge that only people’

very close to those -affected
will understand. L

This knowledge lurks in the
minds of Vidor band students,
current and former, and in the
minds of various directors in
the area.

The secret to this knowledge
is really no secret at all but
merely the fact (notice Isaid

“fact”) that the Vidor bands
always play music of a

~judging is done,.

slightly different quality than
other bands. =

Let me ‘define my ter-
minology. By quality I mean
the Vidor Bands perform
music -of -a more difficult
faghion than others.

..My .statement can be sup-

ported, I feel, by the fact that
for:'numerous years in ‘suc-
cession the two Vidor bands

“hayereceived first divisions in

sight-reading competition. In
fact, the bands have a better
record in this category, I
would venture.to say, than any
other in the region,

This fact proves that .the
bands are of equal or better
quality as the others in the
reglon on the whole, however,
why don't the concert ratings
show this fact?

This is where my statement
comes in: the Vidor bands
play harder music (if you
prefer) than other bands.
Harder music to begin with,
means the harder the music
will be to perfect, and per-
fection of performance {8 what
constitutes a firgt division
rating, - - - .. :

Therefore, one can see that
the Vidor bands have a harder
job, but- recelve no con-
sideration of it when the

Granted, sometimes the
bands do not reach the per-
fection mark, but when placed
on a scale with all the other
bands who .recelved a first
division on a different quality
music one can't help but see
that there is something which
underlies the rating given by
the judges for all to see and
hear and remember.

The -question now is why
doesn’t band director Charles
R. Smith do something about
the situation? .The natural

thing appears to be to tackle
easier music for contest,
therefore, bettering the bands’
chances for making first
divisions.

But the compromise s not
one that can be easily made. It
appears, to me, to be a matter
of principles.

/Could Smith and his band
fnembers actually be satisfied
with a first rating if it were
gained in this way? As a
former band member I can
tell you now my answer is
“NO.”

Some band members today
may agree or some may
flisagree, but whatever the
case, it remains that knowing
he could do this but refusing
to, Smith is making a grave
sacrifice. -

And if you consider that out
of his 13 years spent here in
Vidor that he has only achiev-
ed his ultimate goal of Sweep-
stakes once (1967)68) that
.appears to be a very enormous
sacrifice, indeed, for a person
who has dedicated his life so
much to one purpose, as it is
apparent to many that Smith
has done.

But the greater sacrifice
comes when Smith considers
the disappointment year after
year of students who, in their
hearts know they are right in
saying that injustice has been
done.
~ Knowing in your heart tht
-you're right doesn’t solve the
problem entirely, however.
But once you've seen the light
ag Vidor band students have,
being satisfied for a smaller
amount of work on a piece of
music of lesser quality isn’t
the answer either,




Aboul the Ba.nul—- C&n‘i)

For if you know that. you
could recelve a first division
year after year by performing
simplier music, where is the
challenge of going to contest?

Where- is the sense of
achievement? Can it be found

results, or {8 it found‘in
minds and hearts of: hiridfe

posted on a list of rgthlyi

of current "and past”hand:

students of Charles R'. Smith?

“Fellow Vidorians, ‘the™ an-
swer- to this paradox cap be
seen in a tradition 9{ past
Vidor band students and it can
be seen in band students
today.

The answer to why this’

‘sacrifice must go on year after.
year:is found in one word: A:
word which when instilled in.
these students will not allow
them :'to ¥'be:: satisfie;i with.
anything ‘less ‘than-perfect-in-

performance and in quality of

.music. i B g

. The answertis a. word long: 5

“associated With Sinith and his

" students; one. ‘Which by ‘thel
 instilling : of © it:* ‘they have;

passed it on to members of our
community through the years
past and yet to come--the
answer, in case you have not
yet Tound it -within ‘your own
heart, is the word “"PRIDE."”

Getting- back to the matter
at hand, ‘the band did not
deserve a third division rating
Thursday. Perhaps on the
basis of rating all bands in
mere presentation alone and
not considering the quality of
music performed the band did
- deserve a second division, I
will "admit, but I will never
admit that they deserved a
third.

It’s too late now, however, to
undo what has been done. But
it's not too late to stop and
take -account of what could
come of the rating,

“Even.-with all the pride in
the :world instilled in 180
heax‘ts, it's a hard blow to
come home and face fellow
JVidorians when two third
divisions have been marked
down in the books as fact,

But if the people of Vidor stop

and take account of the
situation, and regard the
ratings as what they are: the
ratings of a performance on
one- day without the con-
sideration of the quality of the
music, they, as judged by
three men, too, will feel the
injustice done within their
hearts., i

What I'm trying to say is
that the people of Vidor should
regard..the results as what
they are and not as indications
of what the year has been like
for the band.

‘'This has not been a third
division or even a second
division year for the Vidor
-bands,

« Anyone with any sense can
seen that each year the Vidor
band grows from what it was
the year before. The band’s
not .only getting older it's
‘gqtting better and it will keep
getting better as long as
\?& e is constantly instilled in
wdts,members.

A,»»;/ 12,1973

Yes, when it comes to-

‘contest, it appears to -be a
“matter of bending or breaking.
"(bending to- their standards of

.music or taking the brep,king
‘consequences of possiblelack’

~of perfection on 'music of a

,harder 1uality). SRR
" If Smith were to give in axnd,

“tmwd, dll the'pride would be!
‘gone, I admire him more than
“words .'can " express .for. his
constant ' drive- toward real .
,perfection and for the enor-
~mousg ¢ amount of sacrificing
~through ‘the years which. he

has been fit to undergo for the

. sake"of ‘justice,: .

.<i'And: -hei and his band"
'students areone' millfontimes.
“betterfor it all:As they say-in

football, it's not whether you

.- win or lose but how you.play :.

the ‘game that counts.

i Years- from" now it will"
probaply still be remembered
by. those students, iwhat the .

ratings: were each"year, but
mgresp it:will be remembered
thatit was throughout that one

mén :and those years-in'band -
“that” they - ‘gained " the ‘most !
| important knowledge in"their
" lives—the ‘knowledge of what
«.pride of personal achievement
s all -about.™ :
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The Parade Onganization of the Ruccaneer Commiddion

P. O. BOX 1200, CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 78403 e 512—884-8331 - 882-3242

PRESIDENT EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT PARADE MARSHAL
FRANK HORNER WARREN SHAW Tysaon Waoobs

BANDS =<
1sT VICE-PRESIDENT

JOHN SPINDLER SECRETARY TREASURER
Vice-CHAIRMAN PAT HiLL CaL GoOODE
BERT AGAN =
ILLUMINATED NIGHT PARADE — MAY 3 ¢« JUNIOR PARADE — APRIL 26

FLOATS

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
NORMAN UTTER

Vice-CHAJRMAN
BERT M. THIEME

MISC. ENTRIES
3RD VICE-PRESIDENT

BoB EASLEY Nlay 6, 1975

Vice-CHAIRMAN
ED SLAVIK

COMM. & FIRST AID

4TH VICE-PRESIDENT
WALTER LEMKE, M.D.

VICE-CHAIRMAN
JAack L. CoNNOLLY

TRANSPORTATION
5TH VICE-PRESIDENT

Mr, Charles R, Smith, Band Director
Vidor High School

PAUL BLANTON P 0 Box 2 48
VICE-CHAIRMAN s y >
Rov Best Vidor, Texas 77662
STADIUM
6TH VICE-PRESIDENT Dear Mr. Smith:

STEVE DEWALT

VICE-CHAIRMAN
CLAUDE WATTS

SECURITY & TRAFFIC

7TH VICE-PRESIDENT
CMOR. F. E. HOLDER

VICE-CHAIRMAN i
Capt. J. L. MATHIS We feel the judges made an excellent choice

DIRECTORS and hope to see you next year.

ToM JACKSON

JiM LAUDADID S s

ARLIN YEAGER

RAY MILLER lncerely’
TURNER MOLLER

CLARENCE PRIOUR

PAST PRESIDENTS
STEPHEN H. WARE, Jr., M.D.
R. J. BesTt, D.D.S.
A. F. KIEL, M.D.

E. R. SCHENDEL

E R SEHERDEL. John Spindler, Vice President
VIRGIL HOWARD

NS e n Charge of Bands
*HARRY FDRBES, JR.

Ross B. LANGHAM

GeoRGE B. CONNELL

CHARLES R. PORTER, JR. JS/ph

WM. H. KEYS

JubGe PAuL W. NYE

THOMAS C. WALKER

J. RoOY DOLSEN

*R. Briscoe KING

WM. C. TRIPLETT, M.D.

AL SCHMID

PAST PARADE MARSHALS

Congratulations on being Class 4A winner in
our Buccaneer Days Night Parade.

RoYy EGGLESTON

Joe F. ALsop, M.D.
CoNNIE H. LAROE, JR.
JACK MORAN

DAVE MOLDER

*W. R. PRICE

Roy W. KLETT

N. D. BAILEY
SPENCER PEARSON
CAPT. W. L. BASKETT
R. O. BesTt, D.D.S.

*DECEASED
ANDY AGAN BoB FINKE MEMBERS JOHN MORAN AuLus E. SMITH
DAN BATES N GLEN GOSSeTT NORMAN H. RANSLEBEN FRANKLIN L. SMITH
W. F. BARTOSH, D.D.S. - CuLIFTON GRUNWALD MAX LUTHER, |11 NORMAN ROBERTSON PETE SMITH
WiLLiAM C. COCKE © WiLLiaM J. Houiy, 111 DENNIS LOMASNEY WAYNE SHULTS TED STEPHENS

JOHN DOHANICH R. B. LANGHAM, JR. CMDR. GENE MELTON DWAIN SKROBARCEK TysoN Woobps
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STEVEN PACKARD, 6tk
gradeé band student at Vider
Junior High, received _the
High Point Trophy for winning
seven medals at the recent
Lumberton Invitational Solo
and Ensemble Contest. He is
the son .of Mr. and Mrs.
Bernard Packard. i

Smith, provides for our en-
pe ' w tertainment, with little public

OCTOBER 28, 1975

Lllos B Tho ilton |

m & Dear Editor: aware that I 4m proud to be an

Sy American and glad I live in
Year after year Vidorians ; i
have watched in awe and % emetows ot Vidor. .

. Sincerely
wonder the halftime show ’
VHS Band Director, Charles 0 b "R LS lotn

acclaim, I might add.

Friday night’s homecoming
show was by far the most.
spectacular. I feel that it is
time Vidor thanked Charles
Smith for his efforts which
instill much  pride in our
school and town,. The =
historical pageant was
dramatically and authen-
tically presented. - Qur
stgdents and of course that
Mighty Pirate Marching Band
also deserve much applause
for a ““job well done”’.

The show made me more

Band at the Tri-State Music Festival in Enid, Okla. Sitting left to righ'f, Regina Hassell, Kim
Thibodeaux, Susan Houseman, Sandra Womack, Darlene Geer, Jeff Toronjo. Kneeling, 1 to r,
Gunter Meyer, Matt Womack, John Pyatt, Robert Burge, Tommy Simmons, Forrest Schiesler.
Standing rear, I to r, Lee Ann Messina, Kay Williams, Brenda Post, Belinda Hoffpauir, Georgia
Airey, Vicki Pryne, Reece Nagai, Linda Lyle, Phyllis Wilson, Jack Elliott, Tina Gray, Brad
Childs, Gayle Nagai, Damon Gengo, Melanie Bryant.
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TRI-STATE SWEEPSTAKES TROPHY Charles R. Smith, director of music for the Vldor School_

District, center, displays the Sweepstakes trophy won at the Tri-State Music Festival held May 6-8
in Enid, Okla. Vidor High School’s Pirate Bands, Choirs and Brigadettes accumulated more than
1500 points in their various performances and outdistanced other competition to capture the
Sweepstakes trophy. With Smith is Ronnie Touchstone, band director’, left, and David Llewellyn,
choir director.

In Oklahoma...
Music Groups

Vidor High School’s Music
" Department won the Class AA
Sweepstakes at the 44th An-
‘nual Tri-State Music Festival
held- May 6-8 in Enid, Okla.
“The bands, choirs and
‘Brigadettes accumulated
more than 1,500 points toward
the award. Charles R. Smith,
VISD Director of Music, noted

this was more than 1.000
points from than.their nearest

competitor.

~ Out -of 70 solo-ensemble
entries, there were 20 first
‘divisions and 21 second
divisions. ‘Ray Jones, Beece

"-~Nagai and Vieki Pryne of

Vidor were named. out-
standing soloists which was an
additional award.

“In_organizational events,
Vdior bands won ratings of
Superior in marching, concert
band and symphonic band.
The choirs won ratings of
gxcellence of Madrigal

ngers, girls’ choir and
concert  choir. The

- Brigadettes won a rating of
Excellence for their jazz
routine.

Forty-eight Vidor students
were named to honor
organizations which were
conducted by nationally
known conductors. :

Band competition was for
schools from Texas Oklahoma

-and Arkansas. By Oklahoma

classification, Vidor is a 2A

. -school-4A in Texas--but the

school defeated- all other
schools in every classification.

Two hundred and forty
students and 30 chaperones

. were on the trip.
Other directors in addition -
to Smith, who conducted a’

band and Brigadettes, are
Ronnie Touchstone, band, and
David Llewellyn, choir. :

Additional pictures of Vidor

" winners will - appear in
~Thursday’s Vidor Vidorian.




VIDOR'S BAND OF BANDS, The Mighty Pirate Marching Band, is shown here as it paraded in '
Enid, Okla. this past weekend and participated in the 44th Annual Tri-State Music Festival May 6-

8. The band, choirs and Brigadettes accumulated

Sweepstakes Trophy.

VIDOR, TEXAS 77662, THURSDAY, MAY 13, 1976

more than 1500 ‘points to win the Class AA

Vidor Students Sweep
Tri-State Music Event

Vidor High School’s Music
Department won the Class AA
Sweepstakes at the 44th Ap-
nual Tri-State Music Festival
held May 6-8 in Enid, Okla.

The bands, choirs and
Brigadettes accumulated
more than 1,500 points towdrd
the award. Charles R. Smith,
VISD Director of Music, noted
this was more than 1,000
points from their nearest
competitor.

Out of 70 solo-ensemble
entries, there were 20 first
divisions and 21 second
divisions.

Ray Jones, Reece Nagai and
Vicki Pryne were named
outstanding soloists which
was an additional honor.

In organizational events,
Vidor bands won’ ratings of
Superior in marching, concert
band and symphonic band.
The choirs- won ratings of
Excellence in girls’ - choir,
concert choir and Madrigal
Singers. The Brigadettes won
an Excellence rating for-their
jazz routine.

Music and band competition
was from schools from Texas,
Oklahoma and Arkansas: - By
Oklahoma classification,
Vidor is a 2-A school -- 4-A in
Texas--but the school defeated
all other -schools in every
classification.

Forty-eight Vidor students

were. named to honor
organizations which were
conducted by nationally
known conductors. - :
Named to the Festival's
Honor Orchestra were Patty
Call, Michelle " Leal, Gary
Reece, Letha Zuckero, Roy
Dean, Billy Arrington, Ray
Jones and Bruce Bradford.

Named as Honor Choir
members were David Hatton,
Debbie Darwin, Terry Safer,
Martha Magee, Richard
Henderson, Audine Behn,
Steve Owens, Greg Hale,
Stacie Lynd, Ira Braneff,
Becky White-and-David Post.

Named to Festival .Honor
Band were Lee Ann Messina,
Kay Williams, Brenda Post,
Belinda Hoffpauir, Georgia
Airey, Vicki Pryne, Reece
Nagai, Linda Lyle, Phyllis
Wilson, Jack Elliott, Tina
Gray, Brad Childs.

Also Gayle Nagai, Damon

Gengo, Melanie - Bryant,

Gunter. Meyer, Matt. Womack,
Jon Pyatt, Robert. Burge,
Tommy Simmons, Forrest
Schiesler, Regina Hassell,
Kim Thibodeaux," .Susan

Houseman, ‘Sandra Womack, *
‘Darlene - Geer - -and:: Jeff:

Toronjo. R
.. Thomas Herrington was
named as a member of.the

Festival Honor ‘Jazz Band.
Two hundred and forty
students and 30 chaperones
made the trip ‘to Enid,
returning Sunday evening.
Other" directors in’addition
to Smith, who . conducted a
band and Brigadettes, are
Ronnie Touchstone, band, and
David Llewellyn, choirs.
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THOMAS HERRINGTON,
VHS band member, was
named a member of the Honor
Jazz Band at the Tri-State
Music Festival in Enid, Okla.

—— .
b

G W A

HONOR CHOIR MEMBERS--These Vidor High School choir members were named to the Honor
Choir at the Tri-State Music Festival in Enid, Okla. May 6-8. Left to right, David Hatton, Debbie
Darwin, Terry Safer, Martha Magee, Richard Henderson, Audine Behn, Steve Owens, Greg Hale,
‘Stacie Lynd, Ira Braneff, Becky White, and David Post. The Vidor choirs won Excellence ratings
fer Madrigal Simgers, Girls Choir and Concert Chodr.

' HONOR ORCHESTRA MEMBERS--These €Ignt VHY rirate band members were selected as
members of the Honor Orchestra at the Tri-State Music Festival held May 6-8 in Enid, Okla. Left
to right, Patty Call, Michelle Leal, Gary Reece, Letha Zuckero, Roy Dean, Billy Arrington, Ray
Jones and Bruce Bradford. The VHS bands, choir and Brigadette swept the Festival, winning the
Sweepstakes award over competing groups from Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas.’ '
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Teacher Proflles
bv Dorothy Jones " )

The teacher thns week is

Charles R. Smith, son of Mr.

and -Mrs. Thurman Smith.

Most know Mr. Smith only as.
the director of the Mighty
Pirate Marching Band, but he

is also the Executxve«
Secretary - and ' General
Contest . Chairman “for

University Interscholastic
League Music Activities “for

Region Ten, Chairman of: the -

State Advisory Board of the

University = Interscholastic -

VIDOR VIDOKIAN.

MAY 6, 1976

. School--but,

League for Music Activities
and Music Director for the
Vidor Independent School
District.

He also serves as the choir .

director and. organist for St.
John’s Lutheran Church in
Beaumont, Texas.

Mr. Smith attended school
grades one through twelve in
Nederland.
salutatorian of
graduating class of Nederland

' High School.

*Mr. Smith continued his.
education in Beaumont until
1958 when he received his B. S.
in Music from Lamar
University where he was a
member of Phi Kappa Phi
Honor Society, Kappa Kappa
Psi, :and the National Band

‘Fraternity. From there, Mr.

Smith moved up north to at-
tend Northwestern University
in Evanston, Illinois. In 1959
he received his Masters in
Music Education from Nor-.
thwestern. That same year he
taught at Concordia Teachers
College in River Forest,
Illinois.

Perhaps it was the cold

weather--perhaps it was the
fact that Charlesene Hudson
was_teaching at Vidor High
whatever the
reason, it was Illinois’ loss and
Vidor’s gain when Mr. Smith

.~ came to Vidor in 1959 to serve-

-as -the . Junior High.: Band
- -Director. .
““married

In 1960 Mr Smith
'‘Miss" ' ‘Hudson,
and they remiined in Vidor.
They now have two-children,
Julie, age thirteen and Kevin

% Heath age thrée:* Also %1960

Mr. Smith’ becante the high
school band director.  In 1967
he” assumed the - additional
position of Director of Music.

He was the -
the 1954

Mr S‘rnith:is a member . of

'.the Texas State Teachers

-“Association,

National

““Educators Association, Texas
~Music Education Assocnatlon

and . the  National Band
Directors "Association.

Recently Mr. Smith has been
listed in the World Book of
Music and Musicians and in

~ the International Who's Who
~in " Music and Musicians’

‘numerous to mention.

‘during the football
‘draw “people from all over

Directory.

Mr. Smith’s high ideals,

‘understanding, fairness, high

morals and strict discipline
are reflected in each per-
formance of the Mighty Pirate
Marching Band. The awards
won by the band under his
capable leadership are too
The
half time shows presented
season

Texas. The concerts
presented throughout the

year-Escapades, Christmas
Concert, Spring Review,
Music = Festival - fill “the
auditorium.

‘We are indeed fortunate to

have Charles Smith and
family . as a- part of this
community and Vidor In-
dependent School District.




Pirate Press, Page 3, October 21,

Departments cooperate on ‘The Music Man’

A combined effort of the drama, music
and art departments, ““The Music Man,”
will be presented November 10-11 at 7:30
p.m. in the high school auditorium.

The cast of 50 includes Ray Jones as the
music man, Debbie Darwin as the
librarian Marian, Mike Neal as Mayor
Shinn, Candis Magee as Eulalie Shinn, and
Cheryl Mitchell as Marian’s mother.

Rehearsals cover two hours a night, and
it is estimated that they will total between
800 and 1000 by the time of the production.
This does not include class time and
special weekend rehearsals.

With such a large cast, confusion reigns
during rehearsals, much like the sound of
the stock exchange during a crash, but
blocking the play and practicing the songs
are the jobs getting done. This will con-
tinue until the final week of the play,
usually devoted to ‘‘polishing, panicking
and praying.”’

According to Miss A. Placette, drama
director, use will be made of a recently
purchased follow-spotlight and a scrim-
drop curtain which can be painted on.
When lit from the front, the curtain shows
up as opaque and when lit frgi the back it
is transparent.

The bulb for the follow spot cost $94 and
the fixture itself about $800. The scrim-
drop also costs about $800. Both will be
used in future productions and programs.

For the Music Man, however, additional
costs include about $225 for lumber and
nails and $130 on paint.

i
1
3

Among students who will put in 800-1000
hours rehearsing for ‘‘The Music Man”
are Perry Freeman, Sandra Schlegel,
Randy Cormier, Reece Nagai, Kaye
Bryan, Steve Owens, Debbie Darwin,
Maris Minton, Cheryl Justice, Kelly
Rhodes and Le Hill.

1975




by Llewellyn Harland

It will be difficult to say ‘‘Goodbye,
Dolly” to ‘“‘Hello, Dolly,” the Fine Arts
Department’s fifth annual musical
presented four mghts last week in the
auditorium to near-capacity audiences.

The opening performance lastMonday
night was great! From the opening cur-
tain it was easy to see the results of long
hours of work on sets and in rehearsals.

Although CB’s interfered with the
microphones and at times even cut them

off completely, the cast rose to the oc-
casion and kept the play moving.

Scenes with Sunday clothes were
fabulous with their beautiful designs and
bright colors. The outfits cost about $75 to
$100 each and were made by mothers of ’
cast membars.

Perferiars took on the personalities of
the characters they were playing instead
of the high school students we know

_although the last wiggle of the horse was

typical of its rear end, Laura Butts!

PIRATE PRESS, December 13, 1977. Page 3

Cast, costumed, sets ‘great’ in musical

Patti Call as Dolly and Roger West as
Horace Vandergelder played their parts
very well, and Dewey Cornwell and
Damon Gengo were hilarious as Cornelius
and Barnaby.

Delese Ricks as the Widow Malloy
certainly didn’t act like it was her first
time on stage, and the experience of the
many plays Terri Wallace (Minnie Fay)
has been in was evident in her per-
formance.

Bringing the biggest laughs were

Narlene Angele who portrayed the gar-
dliest dressed Ernestina Money, and
Dolly’s line, “Money is like manure, it’s
not worth a thing unless it is spread around
encouraging young things to grow.”

Anyone who contributed to this show can
really hold his or her head high, par-
ticularly Ms. Adonia Placette, director
and choreographer. Other directors were
Mr. David Llewellyn, vocal; Mr. C.R.
Smith, music, and Mr. Ronnie Richardson,
set design and canstruction.

“ELEGANCE"-—Delese Ricks, Dewey
Cornwell, Terri Wallace and Damon
Gengo perform as Mrs. Malloy, Cornelius,

Minnie and Barnaby outside the Harmonia
Gardens Restaurant.

POLISHED PERFORMERS--Roger
West as Horace Vandergelder and Darlene
Angele as Ernestine Money occupy one of

the tables in the restaurant before Dolly’s
arrival on the scene.
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Dawughter, Tulie Ann Smith

Grade 9

1977

VHE Music Groups...
Tri-State Music Festlval

Sweepstakes T

The Vidor ngh School Musw
Department attended the 46th
annual Tri-State  Music
Festival held in Enid,
Oklahoma, May 36, and ‘won
the Sweepstakes Trophy. in

Class AAA High School
Competition.
A sweepstakes trophy is

Ma,

awarded to the school ln each
classification
cumulates the most - points

while competing in marching, - -

concert, and solo—ensemble

contests.

- The Vidor High School Muslc
Department accumulated an

excess of 2200 points during

1778 ¥,

OUTSTANDING soloht lwards won by Vidor High Scheol Bud
members at Tri-State Music Festival. Left to right, Patti Call
French horn; Don Rollins, tenor saxophone; Julie Smith, flute.

‘that’ ac- -

the three days of competition.
Members of the bands,
choirs, and drill team won the
following events to ac-
cumulate the points for the

sweepstakes trophy: 1st
Division in concert per-
formance by the Symphonic
Band, the Wind Ensemble, the
Freshman Choir, and the
Vocal Jazz Group; 1st
Division by the Mighty Pirate
Marching Band in marching
contest; 1st Division by the
Brigadettes (drill team) for
Jazz Routine, Prop Routine,
and High-Kick Routine; 77
Division I medals for solos and
ensembles entered; 76
students selected to mem-

weekend. -

A}VHS BRIGADETTES display trophies won in drill team com-
'petltlon at the Tri-State Music Festival at Enid, Okla. last




PIRATE PRESS, April 18, 1978,

Festival-bound May 3

Band, brigs and choir to Enid

About 320 students and chaperones will
board buses Wednesday, May 3, for Enid,
Okla., and the annual Tri-State Music
Festival.

While in Enid, the band, brigadettes and
choir will participate in a number of
events, such as marching contest, concert
contest, a parade, honor groups, solq and

ensemble groups and a jazz vocal contests.

This will be the second'time the groups
have participated in the festival. Twog
years ago they came back with the event’s
top award: the Sweepstakes Trophy.

Sponsors of the three main groups are
Mr. Charles Smith and Mr. Ronnie
Touchstone, band; Mr. David Liewellyn,
choir, and Ms. Adonia Placette,
brigadettes.

The bands also have scheduled their
annual spring concert for 7:30 p.m. May 11
in the high school auditorium. Music has
not been selected for the program, but,
according to Director Smith, *“The music
will be audience appealing.” :

Wind Ensemble

The VHS Wind Ensemble will go to the
State Wind Ensemble at the University of
Texas in Austin on Saturday, May 13,

The contest is a new event which was
started in 1976 for the top band of each
school if the band made a one at Marching
and Concert contest.

The Wind Ensemble will compete with
20-200 bands from all over Texas.
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- The Vidor Junior High School Marching Band
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Band may go to Austria

The Mighty Pirate Marching Band has
truly proven itself to be the ‘“‘Band of
Bands.” '

Chosen from among all the bands in the
state, Vidor has been asked to represent
the state of Texas at the Inauguration
Ceremony of the United Nations In-
ternational Office Center, The UN City, on
Aug. 23, 1979, in Vienna, Austria.

The band has been invited to participate
in the Eighth International Youth and
Music Festival as a representative of the
United States.

In a letter addressed to Charles R.
Smith, band director, Dr. Alexander
Giese, President of the Association for
International Cultural Exchange, stated,
“This invitation comes to you as an ac-
colade, a reward for the achievement of
excellent in your field of endeavor.”

At PRESS time, it had not been decided
whether or not the band will accept the

great honor. If the organization does at-
tend the festival, the band members
themselves reportedly will have to pay
approximately $1000-$1200 each.

The band would be the only group to
perform although the Brigadettes would
be allowed to attend. The performance by
the band would be a concert with no in-
dication of any marching.

If the band does decide to make the trip,
they will represent our community, state,
and nation to over 4000 delegates to the UN
Conference, the Viennese public, qnd to
the musicians, dancers, and singers
gathered to represent their programs. The
events will be televised around the world
and be viewed by millions of people.

All members of the 1978-79 band ar_xd
Brigadettes that wish to make the trip will
be allowed to do so if it is decided that the
pand and Brigs will go at all.

Vidor Band Plans

To Play in Austria

VIDOR (Spl) — Probably the most extensive “field trip”
ever taken by an Orange area school group is more than just
adream at Vidor High School, personnel say.

Plans have begun to take as many students as' possible
from the high school band to Austria‘in the summer of 1982,

efforts.

Current indications are that the pupils and staff, although .

previously only dreaming of such a trip, now are serious
about it. .

Vidor School Board members have given approval for the
band to accept an invitation to the 10th International Youth
and Music Festival July 1982 in Vienna. '

.~\ll_ that is 1‘1eeded is a currently: unannounced amount of
funding — which could approach $100,000.

Personnel say that the cost per student would be $1,600.

That would include air fare, lodging, meals and other ex- :

penses. : :

_ The longtime award-winning band directed by Charles :
Smith had received an earlier invitation to travel to Europe
recently. But that request never was- brought before the
school board, apparently hecause of the expense. '

‘I_Sut Smith and other band representatives now have am-
bitious and year-long plans for raising funds,

:»\ variety of efforts are expected, Less extensive school
trips usually are funded by projects such as magazine and
food sales and other activities. R

lIndications are that response to theinvitation must be - {
given sometime this summer. '

s FRR 0 4

Such a project, of course, is dependent on fund-raising

't
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Austria Trip Off

High costs and a short deadline caused Music Director
Charles Smith Tuesday night to ask the school board to deny a
request that the Vidor High School Band and Brigadettes travel

to Austria.

The groups were invited to represent the state of Texas and
the U.S. at the inauguration ceremony of the U.N. International

Office Center on Aug. 23, 1979 in Vienna, Austria.

However, Smith said an answer as to whether the band will
attend is needed by the end of-this month. The estimated cost

would be $1,000 to $2,000 per person pushing the total to over
$200,000, Smith said. The board declined the invitation.

In other business, Smith presented the following trip requests

which were approved by the school board:

--Permission for the Vidor High School Marching Band and
the Brigadettes (if that group doesn’t have a conflict) to the 1979

Krewe'of Argus Mardi Gras Day parade in New Orleans.

According to the music director, the students would be out of
school Monday and Tuesday, Feb. 26 and 27 and the group

“would not remain in New Orleans for any of the night. Mardi
Gras activities.” - . i
The trip would be without cost to the school district and the

group would receive $600 for attending and have the opportunity

to win another $1,000 if they win the parade competition, Smith
said. - . o B ks
~Authority to attend the ‘“Battle of Flowers’ and the ‘“Fiesta

“Flambeaus™ parades in San Antonio April 26-29,1979. The trip

would be without cost to the district.
—~Permission to the high school chamber wind ensemble to the
state contest May 11-12 with some cost to the district.

--Authority for the high school Brigadettes to participate in the
Miss Drill Team U.S.A. Pageant in California Feb. 8-11 if the

details of the trip can be worked out. No cost to the district.

In other business involving the music department, Smith
explained that inflation was causing problems with his budget
for equipment and uniforms. )

Smith said that about 10 years ago he worked out a plan which
certain items would be replaced each year.

However, spiralling cost has resulted in “equipment wearing
out and I do not have money to replace it.”

He cited the example of the tuba which cost $800 thirteen years

ago and now sells for $2,800 or the sheet music which sold for $3

then and now costs $15 each.
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International South & JMusic Festival
Yienna, SAustria

On behalf of the Honorary Patrons of
the International Youth & Music Festival

Vice Chancellor

Lord Mayor of the Austrian Minister of
City of Vienna Education & Arts
Leopold Gratz Dr. Fred Sinowatz

It gives us great pleasure to extend this special invitation to the

VIDOR HIGH SCHOOL BAND

to represent North America at the Tenth International
Youth and Music Festival in Vienna, Austria in July 1982.

Your group has been selected by the sponsoring organization,
the Association for International Exchange in Vienna, in
recognition of the high degree of excellence that your musical
ensemble has attained as witnessed by your fine reputation.

Your acknowledgement of the receipt of this invitation is requested.

R.S.V.P. to North American Representative: Prof. Dr. Alexander Giese
Craig D. Northrup President
Music Director Association for International
I ASSOCIATION FFOR INTERNATIONAL fﬁ;’ v Z’ :1;:: o
CULTURAL EXCHANGE :
E 5043 Graves Avenue, Suite D

San Jose, California 95129
(408) 725-8356

R —




The Vidor High School Bands
500 Orange Street

Vidor, Texas 77662

June 12, 1981

Craig D. Northrup, Music Director
International Youth & Music Festival
5043 Graves Avenue, Suite D

San Jose, California 95129

Dear Mr. Northrup:

The Vidor High School Bands, its directors, the administration
and board of education of the Vidor Independent School District,
and the parents of the band students very much appreciate the
invitation that was extended to our group to attend the Inter-

national Youth & Music Festival in Vienna, Austria, in the summer
of 1982.

We have worked since the time that we received the invitation
seeking to obtain enough committed funds to help defray much of
the expense of such a trip. However, we have not been able to
obtain the great amount of commitments that we feel would be
needed to make such a trip possible for our group.

In view of our failure to get enough commitment of funds, we

must decline this invitation. We thank you again for considering
us and wish for the continued success of the International Youth
& Music Festival.

Sincerely,

okt L

Charles R. Smith,
Director of Music, Vidor I.S.D.
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Vidor band to perform

at veterans' convention

“The Band of Bands,
the Mighty Pirate Mar-
ching Band” introduces
the Vidor High School
band at football games
each year, and that same
ring will pierce the air
Aug. 21 at Tulane Univer-
sity in New Orleans.

The 446 Texas chapters
of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars have
selected the Vidor band to
represent the state at the
VFW national conven-
tion, said Frank Rollins,
senior vice commander
of Post 1806 in Beaumnont.

Directed by Charles R.
Smith of Vidor, the 206-

member group has
received the first-division
sweepstakes trophy twice
in the past five years at
the Tri-State Music
Festival, a marching and
performing contest for
Texas, Louisiana and
Oklahoma bands.

VFW posts statewide
will donate about $2,500
for the two-day trip, and
the remaining funds
needed will be. ac-
cumulated through dona-
tions; said Rollins.

“We were looking for a
large band that’s done
really good the last two
years or so,” he said.
“We were also looking for
a community that really
supports their band.”

Vidor residents will be
asked to donate about 15
percent of the needed
funds. “But that com-
munity really supports
that band, so money is no
problem at all,” said
Rollins.

The Pirate band has
earned a first division
rating in UIL marching,
concert and sightreading
contests each year, and
the group, a combination
of the 170-member band
and 36-member drill
team, have participated

e e TVt ivral AFf CQtatoc

Parade and Activities at
St. Petersburg, Fla.,
twice.

The drill team entered
the “Miss Drill team
USA” event in February
in Los Angeles this year.

The band has also
received three Class-4A
first place awards at the
Buccaneer Festival
Parade in Corpus Christi,
and was recently invited
to perform at the opening
ceremony for the United
Nations facility in Vien-
na, Austria.

At the New Orleans
convention, the Vidor
students will march in a
parade downtown and
participate in a marching
contest in the Tulane
stadium. They will com-
pete against more than 25
bands from across the
country.

Students and VFW
members will begin seek-
ing donations in July, and
local 'VFW posts plan to
sponsor a barbecue.

With five-chartered
buses and about 55 hotel
rooms in mind, Rollins
said, “We’ll raise thc
money.”’

Director Charles R.
Smith and the Vidor
High School Mighty
Pirate Marching

Band.

1979
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Beaumont Enterprise, Friday, Aug. 17, 1979

VFW picks Vidor band
to play at convention

Vidor High School’s Mighty Pirate Marching
Band will travel to New Orleans Monday to repre-
sent Texas at the Veterans of Foreign Wars annual
convention.

The 178-member band and 36-member drill team,
the Brigadettes, were selected by Texas VFW posts
to participate in the marching contest and parade
with high school bands from other states Tuesday.

“It’s a very big honor the VF'W selected us,’’ said
band Director Charles Smith,

He said the band did not enter a contest to be
chosen, but that the selection was based on the
band’s past accomplishments.

The band consistently wins a first division rating

at University Interscholastic League marching
contests, and last spring took home the
sweepstakes and outstanding marching and con-
cert band awards at the Tri-State Music Festival.

National, state and local VFW posts are picking
up the tab for the trip. :

“We’ve traveled quite a bit over the years, but
this is the first time someone else has paid for it
all,” said Smith.

Since the convention takes place even before
school starts, the band had to begin summer prac-
tice a couple of weeks earlier than usual in order to
be ready for the convention.

b AR

’ ; —Slt-affr‘phovto b
Vidor High School band goes through one of its routines in practice this week.



VIDOR — vtdcrmgh School’s
Mighty Pirate Maiching} ‘Band,
the only Texas representative at
the Veterans of Foreign-» ars
annual eonventi, exited
Orleans We

Ilm Ileutenanf.







Chayles R.Smith Sheila East  Tulle Onn Smith

Ve tey-ans' & onvention - New Il eans
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JARD OF EDUCATION

TOMMY L. POOLE
PRESIDENT

BUDDIE J. HAHN
VICE-PRESIDENT

DRU STEPHENSON
SECRETARY

Widor Independent Schonl Bistrict

: MEMBERS
VIDOR, TEXAS 77662 KENNETH IVAN CROAK
ROBERT HAWES RO CLYDE L. DUNN
NALD READ
SUPERINTENDENT BUSINESS MANAGER LOUIE €, SARVER

ROBERT L. VIATOR

AUGUST 27, 1979

s

MR, CHARLES R. SMITH
VIDOR HIGH ScHoOL

DEAR MR, SMITH,

CONGRATULATIONS ON WINNING ''FIRST'' IN THE
PARADE AND ''SECOND'' IN THE CONTEST AT THE VFW
PARADE/CONTEST IN NEW ORLEANS ON AUGUST 21, 1979

NEEDLESS TO SAY, YOU HAVE CONTINUED TO DO A
GREAT JOB IN REPRESENTING THE STATE OF TEXAS AND
VIDOR HIGH SCHOOL. WE ARE VERY PROUD OF YOU AND
YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS WITH OUR YOUNG PEOPLE.

VIDOR HIGH ScHOOL

ERELY, ‘/

Z/lYNOLD 7\

PRINCIPAL

DR:PJS




THE TROJAN BAND

FOREST PARK HIGH SCHOOL

PHONE (713) 866-1476 e 8750 CALDER AVENUE ¢ BEAUMONT, TEXAS 77706
JOHN M. TROUSDALE, DIRECTOR OF BANDS
ROGER S. BEMIS I, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR October 11, 1979

%ég%

Members of the Pirate Band
% Mr, Charles Smith

Vidor High School

Vidor, Texas

Dear Friends:

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in your
Homecoming Parade. Thank you for the super supper

that you prepared for us. Thank you for the very kind
attention given to our practice session. Thank you

for the gracious applause given us as we passed you
along the parade route. Thank you for the refreshments
that you provided us during third quarter.

Most of all, thank you for the opportunity to make
new friends.

With my very best wishes for your continued success,
I remain

Sincerely yours,

John M. Trousdale
State Board of Directors
T.M.E.A.

JMT/m




Vidor High School Band 1979-1980
Charles R. Smith, Director
Ronnie Touchstone, Assistant Director
Charlesene Smith, Assistant
Julie Smith and Sheila East, Drummajors
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Vidor /4//'714 Sahool Band - Fall 198/
Cliasles R Smith , Divectoy



V’I'Jof /%7/1 Sehool Band - /1?"67/
Charles R.Smith, Divector

Ronnie Touchstone Assistant




Kevin marches the Vidor Homecoming Parade with his dad, Charles R. Smith.




MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Sam Houston State University
Huntsville, Texas 77341
March 23, 1982 Fisher A. Tull, Chairman

Mr. Charles Smith, Band Director
Vidor High School

Box 248

Vidor, Tx 77662

Dear Charles:

It was a genuine musical treat to hear your hand perform at the Il T L.
Contest on March X®. Your program selection was outstanding and I
thoroughly enjoyed the Smetana march, Holst Second Suite in F, and Verdi's
Manzoni Requiewm. Your band was superb and I was especially impressed
with the excellence of your flutes(piccolo), saxophones, cornets, horns,
trombone, euphonium (outstanding) and tubas. I congratulate everyone
including the director, students plus the administration and town that
provides an opportunity for the development of such a strong band program.

Please give my sincere congratulations to every member of the Vidor High
School Band. It was a thrilling musical experience to hear the perfor-
mance and I want them to know that they are the kind of students I would
welcome in the Sam Houston State University band following their gradua-
tion from high school. If any of your graduating seniors are interested
in playing in the Sam Houston State University band next year please ask
them to drop me a note and I will be glad to correspond with them person-
ally and send them the necessary information and answer any questions
they may have.

Again, congratulations and best wishes and kindest personal regards.

Singerely,

a]pabL. Mills, Chairman

Instrumental Division of
Music and Director of Bands

RLM:cb




AARDIN-SIMMONS UNIVERSITY

Abilene, Texas 79698

School of Music
Wesley S. Coffman, Ph.D.
Dean

November 8, 1982

Charles Smith

Director of Bands

Vidor Senior High School
Vidor, Texas

Dear Charles:

Congratulations on the performance of your band at the recent
UIL Marching Contest. It is obvious that much hard work and
dedication to excellence have been shared by the members of
your band. I am also sure that your school and community share
the pride in your band's performance and the students in the band
will carry this trait with them throughout their lives.

Best wishes to you and your students as you start to prepare for
the upcoming concert season. I am sure you will prepare the music
for concerts and contest with the same attention to detail that
you exhibited on the field.

Sinegrely,

ur
Bill Woods

Director of Bands
Hardin-Simmons University




The Vidor High School Mighty Pirate Marching Band




DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC

Charles R.

Vidor High

LAMAR UNIVERSITY

P. 0. BOX 10044
BEAUMONT, TEXAS 77710

November 10, 1982

Smith

500 Orange Street

Vidor, TX

77662

Dear Charles,

Congratulations to you and your fine band on a superior
job at the recent U.I.L. Marching contest.

We know all the hard work that goes into such an out-
standing endeavor, and wish you continued success throughout
the school year.

Again, congratulations!

and Lamar supports you.

WD/gbs

Sincerely,

o

Wayne Dygess
Marchin

NV\WM/%Q«&
% m&wﬁy

Band Director

You are the best in the state,
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Spring 1984 VISD SCHOOLNEWS Page 2

Music Education Valuable

- Experiences. in. music not only
brighten the schivol day, but also
bring to one an appreciation and
enjoyment that lasts a lifetime.

. Director of ‘Music Charles R.
Smith and a staff of eleven music
teachers in-all-of -Vidor’s public
schools have-formulated a pro-
gram which has made. Vidor’s
music education one of the best in
‘Texas. e -
tireless dedication and endless
‘devotion to thé-VISD music pro-
gram and its-students have pro-
‘duced a wealth-of pride for the en-
tire Vidor community.

. Arecent-appeintment to the Phi
:Beta -Mu National Bandmaster’s

‘Fraternity. has . distinquished.

Charles Smith..as one who en-
“courages the building of better
-bands and the development of bet-
‘ter musicians in American
_schools. '

From their first association

with Vidor Schools;. students in:

grades K:5-are ‘exposed to the
.public - school. ..music program.
Music is incorporated into the cur-
riculum--at—these - levels and
teachers have no trouble teaching
an appreciation and love of music
to their students. During these
early school years students are
exposed to some fundamental
aspects of rhythm as well as basic
music notation. -

"~ The -first -structured music
classes are-begun at the fourth

Both choir-and band are formal-

- ly began at the sixth grade level. -

= Students with: the help of school
- counselors are given an oppor-
=tunity to schedule choir and-or
--band as an elective class.
~< The junior high school years
- give foundation to what for many
students is a seven year involve-
ment with the VISD music pro-
gram. Junior High School
students under the direction of
Garvis White, Truby Smith, Ann
Bearden, Lorene Sowell and
Charlesene Smith receive instruc-
tion in symphonic and marching
band, choir, and individual instru-
,vméllt. S O R e
The Vidor High School music

~program in-addition to Director
Smith is staffed by Ronnie °

Touchstone, David Llewellyn, and
Charlesene: “Smith. The high
school program is an extension
and expansion of junior high

school fundamentals. ~ The pro-

gram consists of four bands: Wind
Ensemble, Concert, Symphonic,

and Stage; -and four choirs:
Madrigals, Concert I, Concert II, §:
and Choraliers. All groups and |

..combination of groups are involv-

ed in extensive: University In- |
terscholastic League activities as |

well as community and school
performances.

‘“Performance scheduling and
preparation involve about 70 per-
cent of my: time,” explained
Smith as he turned from his
typewriter and veached for a

Angel Bradle
by flute. v

expresses her creativity

grade-level:with-departmentaliz- ¢, ok -of invoices. “At this year’s

ed choir-instruction. All elemen-
‘tary school.-Fourth- Grade Choirs
have annual concerts as well as
Parent-Teaéhér Organization and
other schealrelated choir perfor-
mances.—— =

‘U.LL:~Concert and Sightreading
‘Contest held at-Lamar University,
the high school bands brought
»ack: four. superior awards and
wo excellent awards. While all of
<his -activity. was going on at
Lamar, the Vidor Junior High
School Choirs were at U.I.L. con-
tests at Austin Junior High School
in Beaumont where they received
six superior ratings in the areas of
concert -and- sightreading. Im-
mediately following these U.I.L.
Contests, two Vidor Junior High
School bands performed at U.I.L.
Concert and  Sightreading con-
tests at Little Cypress while three
Vidor High School Choirs per-
formed -at. U.LLL. Contest at

Lamar,” : :
‘Both iunior hich hande received

superior ratings in concert and
sightreading. V.H.S. Concert
Choir I received a superior rating
in concert and sightreading and
Concert Choir II and Choraliers
rated excellent in concert and
sightreading.

As a matter of record, Vidor
High School was the only school in

‘the 5A classification to have all of
'its bands rated either ‘‘Superior”

or ‘“Excellent” in all events at the
1984 U.I.L. contests.

Coordination and organization
on the part of the VISD Director of
Music are an important qualifica-
tion of his position. But according
to members of the Vidor com-
munity, his love of music and
students are the two factors that

make the VISD music program so
nnetandinoglv eniccecefuil



Director of Music Charles Smith is pic-
tured here working with students for the
Corpus Christi Buccaneer'’s Festival
which they attended May 5. 1885. The
" Vidor High School Band delivered a
superior performance and received a
Sweepstakes Award.

VJHS Directer Garvis White explains con-

O Y, | | - —

Scott Searle and trombone seciion practice for upcoming corncert.




Buccaneer Festival Parade
_Corpus Christi, Texé;s: |

Vidor High School Band
Won the “Sweepstakes” trophy

1984

Sweepstakes award

Vidor High School band and Brigadette officers and

The Vidor band won 1st

drum majors display Sweepstakes trophy awarded

?;gea:gog%es1821;261,'0;93]9(; the group May 3 for participation in the annual Buc-
“Sweepstakes"’ award in 1967. caneer Festival parade in Corpus Christi. The

award represents the best band in the parade.

VHS band, Brigadettes
cop Sweepstakes award

r'ne Vidor High School Band
and Brigadettes won the
‘“Sweepstakes’’ trophy in the
annual Buccaneer Festival
parade held Saturday, May 5,
in Corpus Christi.

Junior high bands
win Sweepstakes

Two Vidor Junior High
School musical groups each
captured a Sweepstakes
trophy in Region X UIL com-
petition held April 10 and 12 at
Little Cypress-Mauriceville
High School.

The Concert Band par-
ticipated in Concert and Sight-
Reading and was awarded
Superior ratings by all four
judges and received a
Sweepstakes trophy for their
outstanding performance.

Only five bands earned
Superior ratings from all four
Judges during the three-day
event. The Vidor Junior High
Concert Band and the Sym-
phonic Band were two of the
five bands so honored.

The Symphonic Band also
competed in Concert and
Sight-Reading competition
and was awarded Superior
ratings by all four judges. The
band also received the

Sweepstakes trophy for an -

outstanding performance.

o 8¢

The annual parade is held
each year in May and is view-
ed by some 12,000 spectators
in Buccaneer Stadium - plus
ahout 150,000 persons along
the street parade route. The
parade is limited to 25 bands
who may participate by in-
vitation only plus the bands
from the Corpus Christi area.

Five trophies are nrecented
to parade winnel .. __.. class
5-A Band; Best Class 4-A
Band; Best Class 3-A Band:
Best Honor Band (Corpus
Christi area only); and
“Sweepstakes’’, (best band in
the parade in any class.)

The marching units are
judged in the stadium on their
ability to follow the instruc-
tions for presentation in the
stadium and are judged on
their marching and playing
performance along the street
parade route.

The Vidor band won 1st
place trophies in 1967, 1969,
1975 and 1977. It also won the
“‘Sweepstakes' award in 1967.
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Excellence in Music

Twelve members of Vidor High School bands have
received ‘‘Excellence in Music Awards’’ for par-
ticipation during four years in high school in various
UIL activities. Seniors honored are, front, left to
right, Wendy Stehle, Beth Freelan, Angela William-
son, Karen Decker, Mistie Gengo, Dottie White. Back,
usual order, Doug Tibbits, Darren Jones, Andrew Col-
lier, Danny Bryant, Anne Marie Wellby, Charmalgne

Gambrell.

Senior Band
Members Cited

Senior members of the Vidor High
School bands were named for
awards for achievement-in band
participation and music at the Spr-
ing Concert of the bands on May 7.

The awards were given by Charles
R. Smith, Vidor ISD director of
music, as follows:

Excellence in Music Awards:
Twelve band members received
these awards for their participation
during the four years in high school
in Region, Area, All-State Band ac-
tivities and in UIL Solo-Ensemble

activities and for their continued -

work for and with VHS bands.
Seniors so honored were Wendy
Stehle, Beth Freelan, Angela
Williamson, Karen Decker, Mistie
Gengo, Dottie White, Doug Tibbits,
Darren Jones, Andrew Collier, Dan-

ny Bryant, Anne Marie Weilby and
Charmaigne Gambrell.

Danny Bryant was also named
Outstanding Stage Band Member for

-the 1984-85 school year.

Two of the seniors were also nam-
ed winners of the John Philip Sousa
Band Award for the 1984-85 school
year. They were Dottie White and
Anne Marie Weilby.

The ‘“Sousa Band Award“ may be
given each year to one, but not more

~than two outstandmg senior - band

members. The award is based- on
scholastic ability, excellence and ac-

. complishments in band music dur-

ing the four.years in high school and
upon the nomination of fellow band
students and the selection of the
band directors. | -

S

Danny Bryant has been nam-
ed Outstanding Stage Band

member for 1984-85.

Dottie White, left, and Anne

Marie Weilby, senior
members of the Vidor High
School bands, have been
named winners of the John
Philip Sousa Band Award for
the 1984-85 school year.




Vidor High School Experimental Ensemble
“Flute Choir” - UIL Contest

Charlesene Smith, Director

Large Experimental
Ensemble-*'Flute Choir’’:--Tonia
Britt, Charlene Brown, Kerri Fin-
cke, Terry Humphrey, -Angela
Jacobs, JoAnn Kessell, Laura
Lauderdale, Rebecka Mabe, Ginger
Powell, Lydia Rachal, Jamie
Sarver, Amy Shelton, Shelly Short,
and Dana Skibo, I
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Vidor Wind Ensemble ' f,@ﬁ%“’
Charles R. Smith, Director 1987-88 g




Vidor High School Band — Nashville, TN. 1988
Charles R. Smith, Director

s
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Donita B am
STAFF WAITER

 Long hours of hard
work and determination,
free time and sweat are
just a few of the ele-
ments that go into pra-
cticing for najor e~
vents such as sola/en-
semble and state con-
tests for the many stu-
dents in the band.

Although some of

the’ events are still
months away,

practice and,
cases, conpetev-

for.:»suoh
chestras,  two
bands and a choir.

“It's quite a cha-
Sometimes it
takes nerves of steel,"
Charlesene Smith,

llenge.

Mrs.

students
have already begun to
in some

tants try
ag tﬁo or-

Jazz

direcfor said
: me fine quslcinns
 mess up becanse they re
'_nervous.—

Ensemble rcbnteht

‘more than eight musi-

cians play two pieces'

: or' concert lusic for

is where a group of no
less than three but no

formed, such as diffe

rent varieties Sof

flutes, oboes, Frencl
" horns, piccolos and

,the judge to critique.
3 Allost any type o
-usjqal _group may b

other instruments, Mrsr,

5 .Hcmd work and detennmﬂon aid off as the band nd twidbrs perform aumg 1he West Brook gome.

Smith said.

is also a
to such 4

There
down side
contest .

"1f  there's
wonderful  player
three bad ones,

one
and
then

the one good player is
wasting his time,"
Mrs. Smith said. "We
try to group them toge-
ther according to their
ability.” -

The »judge who

gives the scores has a

~ Photo by Greg Hart

,,ompetltlon proves essential for band

choice of awarding a
one to five score, one
being the best.

After all of the
hard work and contests,
band students take a

yearly trip.

"The band trip is

~a well-earned treat for

the effort the students
put forth,” Mrs. Smith
said.

Past trips include

- several visits to Dis-

neyland in Florida,
Miami, St. Petersburg,

' San Antonio and even

c;plshad Caverns.

“The director de-

cides where the trip
will be to. Sometimes
money decides it also,”
Mrs. Smith said.

Being in
isn't just course cre-
dit for some people,
it's their lives.

band
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Vidor High School Band 1990-1991
Charles Robert Smith, Director
Ronnie Touchstone, Assistant Director
Charlesene Smith, Assistant
Melissa Bryant and Kevin Smith, Drummajors

> 33

THE

B o

VIDOR JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL MARCHING BAN

Trubie Smith, Director
Neil Quinn, Assistant Director




[0 e Viidor Vidorian
FROM C. R. Smith, Director of Music, Vidor 1.S5.0D.

DATE: May 27, 1991

TOPIC:  VIDOR HIGH SCHOOL BAND STUDENTS RECEIVE SENIOR BAND AWARDS

Senior members of the Vidor High School Bands were recognized and awards
presented at the Spring Concert of the Vidor High School Bands held on
Monday, May 13, 1991.

Brian Austin received the "Excellence in Stage Band" award and Danny
Smith and Rodney Smith received "Service Awards for Stage Band".

"Merit Award in Band" trophies were received by Joshua Cooper, Holly Leslie,
Allison McCord, Byron Ready, and Rodney Smith. "Excellence in Music" award
trophies were received by Brian Austin, Cory Hickerson, Hank Jackson,

Erin McNeely, Kevin Smith, Deanna Williamson, and Angela Woodard. "The

John Philip Sousa Band Award" for oustanding senior bandsman was presented

to Kevin Smith.

" Jehn Phil P Sousa’
Bawd Au,‘(l i‘(l

)

i
ov Slage Bawnd

A
“Gerv el I\uuav\&s & Sfage Bawd " Aumﬂl

" Eycellevice. Tn




Vidor 1I.S.D. Band Directors
1991-1992

Ronnie Touchstone Charles R, Smith Trubie Smith
Vidor High School Director of Music Vidor Junior High

Band Vidor ISD Bands
Vidor High School

Charlesene Smith Becky Lee Neil Quinn
Vidor Junior High VHS Brigadelte Vidor Junior High
& High School Bands Sponsor Assistant Band Director
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1960-1961 --- 1991-1992 CONTEST SELECTIONS -- VIDOR HIGH SCHOOL BANDS

1960-1961 "FIRST BAND"

VANISHED ARMY MARCH . \ittit ittt ittt et e e e et e e Alford

PRELUDE & FUGUE IN G MINOR +.vvvvten e eeeeeee e, Bach

IMPRESARIO OVERTURE '\ vvtittt ettt et e e et eeee e e e, Mozart
1961-1962 "FIRST BAND"

L 2 0 Boccalari

OVERTURE FOR WINDS '\ttt ie e e et et ee e, Carter

FIRST SUITE IN ED vuvtet ittt ittt et e e e e e, Holst
1962-1963 "FIRST BAND"

EARLE OF OXFORD MARCH v vviti ettt e e ettt e e e e, Jacob

OVERTURE TO "MESSIAH" .ttt Handel/Cailliet

BARBER OF SEVILLE OVERTURE +.vvvrven e, Rossini/Zamechik
1963-1964 "FIRST BAND"

COAT OF ARMS MARCH v vvtt ettt it it ettt e e e e e, Kenny

0 0 Frescobaldi/Slocum

"SCHERZO & FINALE" from FIFTH SYMPHONY .......... Beethoven/Godfrey
1964-1965 "FIRST BAND"

BY LAND & SEA CONCERT MARCH vvvvteeee et eeeeeeeeeeeeenn, Alford

FIRST SUITE IN Eb vuittitiiiiii ittt et et e e e e, Holst

I Sibeleus
1964-1965 "SECOND BAND"

FATHER OF VICTORY MARCH & vvvtteteee et e ee e e, Ganne

COURT FEST IV AL vttt ettt ettt ettt ettt e e e e, Latham

FANTASY FOR BAND & vttt ittt et ettt e e e e, Erickson
1965-1966 "FIRST BAND"

SOL Y SOMBRA PASO DOBLE '\ 'vvvvit et eeee et e e e, Gates

SYMPHONY IN B MINOR (1st. Movement) .......eeeeernennnnn.. Schubert

TUL S A o e e e e e e e, Gillis
1965-1966 "SECOND BAND"

THE GREAT CENTURY MARCH v 'vvvvitne ittt ee e oo Weber

SLAVONIC FOLK SUITE tititttt it ittt eeeee et ee e e e, Reed

OVERTURE IN MINIATURE tvvittee et e et e e e e e Cacavas
1966-1967 "FIRST BAND"

INGLESTINA et i e e e et et e e e e Cese

ORIGINAL SUITE tttttittte ittt et et e ee e e e e, Jacobs

"FESTIVAL OF BAGDAD" from SCHEHRAZADE ............. Rimsky-Korsakov
1966-1967 "SECOND BAND"

FIUME MARGH svwuansovssmasissinesmanssnsssnessssnssssssss Boccalari

SEQUOTA o sss i catnisiemomammerns oomamsiss assssssssssssdsssseen LaGassey

PETER SCHMOEL ittt ittt e e e e et von Weber
1967-1968 "FIRST BAND"

HAIL TO THE FLEET wuvvitt ettt ee e ee e ee e ee e Maltby

SCENES from THE LOUVRE .« 'vivttieie e e ee e e eeeeeenn Dello Joio

FINALE = SYMPHLNY NO. 5 t'ivvttnieeeeeeeeeeeeeennnnn, Shostakovich

1 of 7




1960-1961 --- 1991-1992 CONTEST SELECTIONS -- VIDOR HIGH SCHOOL BANDS

1967-1968 "SECOND BAND"

COAT OF ARMS ittt it eeeeeeeoenoeaeenoeseseensnsesonnnneenns Kenny

PEARL FISHERS it iiiiiiiiiiiiineeieeenenneeeeennnaceeannns Lagassey

TOCCATA FOR BAND t ittt ieeneeeeeenneeesennnenenonnnenns Erickson
1968-1969 "FIRST BAND"

SYMPHONIC CONCERT MARCH tiiiiiiiitteeeeeteennnnnnannannns Bonelli

ENGLISH DANCES vttt ieeeteeeeoeeeoeseoeoooeeonesnneannoas Arnold

FINALE - NEW WORLD SYMPHONY .....ccviiiiviinnnnnnnn Dvorak/Leidzen
1968-1969 "SECOND BAND"

MARCH JUNOD vttt it iieiteeeeeeeoeeeoeeenseooeaonenannnns Stewart

THEMES - SYMPHONY NO. B vvveiinninernneeeeennneeennns Tschaikowsky

OVERTURE IN B=FLAT i ttirttiereereneenneenneoneaannnns Giovannini
1969-1970 "FIRST BAND"

SEA SONGS. . coswmss s nomsmnme sessesse sesasnsssvenssss Vaughan Williams

"SECOND MOVEMENT" from SCHERERAZADE .............. Rimsky-Korsakov

SYMPHONIC SUITE viiiieiieieeeeeeennnnenneennnnnnnnnnnnnns Williams
1969-1970 "“SECOND BAND"

EL CAMINO REAL o iviiiiiiiiitiiiieeeneennnnssnnnnnnnnnennnnns Davis

A FESTIVAL PRELUDE v iviitt ittt eereeeeeeenneeaeannoeeannns Reed

L'ARLESIENNE SUITE NO. 2 &iiiiiieteeneennnnnnnnannnns Bizet/Finck
1970-1971 "FIRST BAND"

MARCH DRAMATIC vv vttt e eeenneeeeennnensesnnssnosnnnnnenns Jager

POLKE ARD FUBHE sos ssrusunnn sonsnens sunnsus susnan Weinberger/Bainum

VARIANTS ON A MEDIAEVAL TUNE ..vviirrriiiiiereennneeennns Dello-dJdoio
1970-1971 "“SECOND BAND"

HALL OF FAME MARCH v viiiiiiiiiiiitenenenennnnnnnnnnnnnnns Olivadoti

CHORALE AND FUGATO ivviiteteeeeeeeeneseneenneennannnsnns Erickson

SECOND SUITE FOR BAND ..iscsissssnsissonaviissoaanessasnmmsss McBeth
1971-1972 "FIRST BAND"

THE WORLK IS WAITING FOR A SUNRISE .vvviivrriiiieeennnnnn Lockhart

PASSACAGLIA & FUGUE IN C MINOR +vvviriiiiiiiieieeennnnnnnnnnns Bach

WYCLIFFE VARIATIONS v iiiitte i tteeeeereoneeeeeenneesonnnnnnans Whear
1971-1972 "“SECOND BAND"

PALOMAR v vvie oo smmeie s oimonivoins s 6885 66 56686 de asimes i o688 508 Pearson

GREENSLEEVES 't ittt it tttiiieeeeeeeeeeennesecesneeneonnnensnnns Reed

OVERTURE FOR WINDS ittt i tiiteeeeenneneeeanoensonnnnnenns Carter
1972-1973 "FIRST BAND"

DUKE OF CAMBRIDGE . ivvviiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeneeeesonneenonnnnns Arnold

RUSSIAN CHRISTMAS MUSIC tvviit et tetieeeeeneneneennenaannnnns Reed

7 8 Creston
1972-1973 "SECOND BAND"

CARNIVAL DAY ittt it ettt i eeeeeeeeeeeeanaennnnnannnnnnnnnns Kenny

LUSTSPIEL vttt iitiie it tteeeeeeeenneeeseoneeesoonnecoens Keler/Bela

SECOND AMERICAN FOLK RHAPSODY ..vvviiiiiiiieeeeeenennnnnns Grundman
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1960-1961 --- 1991-1992 CONTEST SELECTIONS -- VIDOR HIGH SCHOOL BANDS

1973-1974 "FIRST BAND

QUEEN OF SHEBA ottt ittt ittt ittt eetneeeneeeneeeannennns Gounod

AN ORIGIANL SUITE tiiiiiittiiit ettt eeeneeeesennneoooeonnnnns Jacobs

FINGAL'S CAVE ttttiiiitit ittt tetteeenneeeneeenneannnnas Mendelssohn
1973-1974 "SECOND BAND"

EL ABANICO vttt ittt iiet it ieeenenenneneneneeneneannnss Javalayer

ELEGY FOR A YOUNG AMERICAN . .vvviiiiiinineeneenoonnnnnnns Lo Presti

OVERTURE IN B=FLAT tiiiiiiiitiiieenneeernnnnnnns Giovanni-Robinson
1973-1974 "THIRD BAND"

MARCH JUND tiittt ittt it eeeeeeeeeeeesssoasoenoeasanennnns Stewart

COURT FESTIVAL tiit ettt ittt e eeeeeeeeoneeennonesenannnees Latham

TOCCATA FOR BAND tivttttteeteneeeeeeeeossoeoosssenneenenns Erickson
1974-1975 "FIRST BAND"

FLORENTINER s cssvsssissssssisssassessosonnenessssnnsessss Fucik

SORCERER'S APPRENTICE v'viiiitiiiieeeieennnnnnnnns Dukas/Cailliet

FINALE = SYMPHONY NO. 5 tviiiiiiiieteineeeeeeennneososeannns Dvorak
1974-1975 "SECOND BAND"

0J0 DE AGUILA v vttiiiittittteeteeeennneeeessnnnaonesnennns Maswell

Y 0 LaGassey

CHORALE AND CAPRICCIO vvvvveeeeeeeennnnennnnns Giovannini/Robinson
1974-1975 "THIRD BAND"

HALL OF FAME tiiiiiii ittt et ieeeneeeosonnnnoeeeeennnns Olivadoti

IF THOU BE NEAR tiiiiitititittteeeenneeeeosonnnosseosennnnnes Bach

AMERICAN FOLK RHAPSODY NO. 1 tivuvvinnireneenneennnnnnnns Grundman
1975-1976 "FIRST BAND"

SHIELD OF FREEDOM vvviiiiee ettt oo nnnnennnnnnnns Azzolina/Cable

LIEBESTOD s svsssnnsnnsnnanssnssanissnsaninsnnnsassss Wagner/Bainum

MANZONT REQUIEM viviiiiiitieeiieenennnnneannns Verdi/Mollenhauer
1975-1976 "SECOND BAND"

HATIL TO THE FLEET tvviiiit ittt ieiteeeeneesnneonneoennnennns Maltby

TOCCATE ssinm oo asnsid s s aw @56 650566 0 o ewesnrnssn Frescobaldi/Slocum

CHANT AND JUBILOD 4vvvit it tteieeeneeeeneeonneeenneeenneennns McBeth
1976-1977 "FIRST BAND"

SEA SONGS soivesiasicsisssincanmenansnessnnsmsns sane Vaughn Williams

MARRIAGE OF FIGARD vvtiiiii it eenneeeeeennneeeens Mozart/Slocum

MANNIN VEEN ettt ittt ittt tietteeneeeeneeonnoeennseennennnes Wood
1976-1977 "SECOND BAND"

SOL Y SOMBRA ittt ittt ettt eeeeneeeeoeennnneeeenennnnneeens Gates

FIRST SWEDISH RHAPSODY v vviiiiitieteeeeeeeerennnnoseennnns Leidzen

MASQUE t ittt it ittt ittt teeenneeneeneeneonnoaneaneenenns McBeth
1977-1978 "FIRST BAND

FATHER OF VICTORY vivviittteeeeteeeeennenseeeennneeeeennnnns Ganne

VARTATIONS ON A SHAKER MELODY t'ivviitieeeeneeereeennnnnns Copeland

LA PROCESSION DU ROCIO v'vveneieeeeeeeneeenneenneennnns Turina/Reed
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1960-1961 --- 1991-1992 CONTEST SELECTIONS -- VIDOR HIGH SCHOOL BANDS

1977-1978 "SECOND BAND"

VALDRES .:iciiviaisiccnisiosasvonssosvnoss aedaensssnvomsssne Hanssen

GREENSLEEVES v ittt it iiiiiieeieeneeenneenneeenaeacnnsaannas Reed

THIRD SUITE ttttiiiiieeieneeeeeoeanoaenacenosonnasaanananans Jager
1977-1978 "THIRD BAND"

MARCH JUNOD tttitiiiietieeeeeneenooonasoaseoonssoasonaanons Stewart

SALVATION IS CREATED ..vvvriiineeneeeneeeenensennnnnns Tschesnokof

CANZONA. IN QUARTI TONO «ssssonnsussssssnnasannnnssssssn Frescobaldi
1978-1979 "FIRST BAND"

PENTLAND HILLS tvviiiiiiiieeeteeneocnncosnoscnnsconnssonnaas Howe

DEATH & TRANSFIGURATION ::ccusennsssasnnesnanaanasn Strauss/Harding

ENIGMA VARIATIONS .t iveiiiiiieneennneennncennencnnenns Elgar/STocum
1978-1979 "SECOND BAND"

0J0 DE AGUILA sasicnsassnionnsnnsisvansnsnnpassssssnnssss sis Maxwell

SEQUOTA . ois vvenmnie mosommnsossoddsssssssfissosssdss st avdagss LeGassey

COMPRENDIUM & ttiiii it iiiieeeeneeenacannecenneaenneannnns Forsbald
1978-1979 "THIRD BAND"

HALL OF FAME . ... iinsavesssnamnas sisanos s hofunsss sasnsds Olivadoti

PRELUDE TO ACT I - LA TRAVIATA . ...tiiiiiiinneeeennns Verdi/Falcone

PRELUDE & FUGUE IN Bb MAJOR ....vviiiiiinnneeeennnnn Bach/MoehTmann
1979-1980 "FIRST BAND"

EAGLE SQUADRON . uviiitttneieeneecnaconnococnsocnasonnnssnnas Alford

CHORALE & SHAKER DANCE . ivviiiiiiiiiiieieiennennnoenannnns Zdechlik

OVERTURE TO COLAS BREUGNON ...eveerueeeeennnn Kabalevsky/Hunsberger
1979-1980 "SECOND BAND"

WIBELUNGEN . sonmusn sncnnnass apsnnns sansnpnns ausaens vur Wagner/Tobini

TOCCATA s sivsnmmns somsnsses ownssas osesssss s Frescobaldi/STocum

OVERTURE IN B=FLAT .viiiiiiiiieennnneeeennnnns Giovannini/Robinson
1979-1980 "THIRD BAND"

GOAT OF ARMS uvencssvasosnnsvossess senesssssasessasesassss Kenney

OLD SCOTTISH MELODY . .covmissniancsssmobois oimnenisobosiss i Wiley

OVERTURE FOR WINDS &t ivtiiniienereeneeenaneaneeennanennannns Carter
1980-1981 "FIRST BAND"

MARCH, Oy 99 i conawniis asdaess s badnads boiimiis obss Prokofieff

BEATRICE & BENEDICT OVERTURE ...evvviineennnnnnnnn. Berlioz/Henning

ARMENIAN DANCES = PART II tuviireiinnenenneenneeennonennannnns Reed
1980-1981 "SECOND BAND"

FLORENTINER it iiiiiiiniieieieeoennooeenceaneoennscannsnnns Fucik

ENGLISH DANCES = MVTS. T & Il t.iiriinennininnnnnnennnnnnns Arnold

CHORALE AND CAPRICCIO icasssssssnsnssasssssnsssssnsass s Giovannini
1980-1981 "THIRD BAND"

FIUME MARCH ... .iiiiiiniiieennneosooennnonceannennanaaons Boccalari

FELIERLICHER EINZUG w4 onosonns s sunvnnn susneens snnsss Strauss/Spinney

DEVONSHIRE OVERTURE . issuecon onmmonnm onanmms s suwesss o ssnsss Ployhar
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1981-1982 FIRST BAND

MARCH OF THE REVOLTIONARY GUARD ..........evunenn. Smetana/Nelhybel

SECOND SUITE IN F FOR MILITARY BAND ...v'viiininenenenennnnn. Holst

MANZONT REQUIEM . ivuvrinii ittt ieiiiineeennnnnns Verdi/Mollenhauer
1981-1982 SECOND BAND

LYTNGLESTNA & sosssnms nsonsidssiionesonsannenssnsnsssuss Delle Cese

VARIATIONS ON A KOREAN FOLK SONG +.vviviie e inenenenenanns Chance

CHORALE & SHAKER DANCE . ivvtvt ittt ittt et eeeenenennnnn Zdechlik
1981-1982 THIRD BAND

REDETZKY MARCH . iititi ittt ittt iiiieneenennn Strauss/Williams

SALVATION IS CREATED & AWAKE ...... Tschesnokoff/Wagner/Houseknecht

INTRODUCTION AND CAPRICE wvveiiiit it ieiet it eeeeneneananenns Carter
1982-1983 FIRST BAND

MARCH FOR SULTAN ABDUL MEDJID ...vivirvnvnennnnnn. Rossini/Townsend

VARIATIONS ON THEME BY ROBERT SCHUMANN . ...ivvirininennnnnnn. Jager

NIGHT ON BALD MOUNTAIN .vrviiiiiiininnnnnnnns Moussorgsky/Schaefer
1982-1983 SECOND BAND

0J0 DE AGUILA ittt ittt it ettt ettt et eteeeeeennnns Maxwell

INCIDENTAL SUETE :isvsssancvssawsissainacs wpommens puasassnnme Smith

TRIPTYGH: 5 cos08 6iuinaaa munennnn sensons essssens sssssnsosssns Fry
1982-1983 THIRD BAND

MARCH REGAL . suenni s sunssnisssssssisissssnesasnsessrsssness Stewart

CANZONA IN QUARTI TONI ..vvvveninnnvnennnnnnn Frescobaldi/Anzalone

TOCCATA FOR BAND 4ivvtteee it iie e eieenenennennenennnnns Erickson
1983-1984 FIRST BAND

HATL TO THE FLEET \ieiineeie ittt ittt ittt e eneenennnnnns Maltby

FIRST SUITE IN Eb vttt ittt ittt ittt iieieeeeneeennnnnss Holst

FINALE - SYMPHONY NO. 5 tivviiiiiiiit it iieeennnnnnns Shostakovich
1983-1984 SECOND BAND

THE MELODY SHOP vttt ettt ittt ittt et teinenenenenennnns King

TOC AT A ittt et i i ettt it eneeeenenennnnensans Frescobaldi

OMERTURE IN Bb «:vcessnssses P Giovannini
1983-1984 THIRD BAND

MARCH JUNOD &itttt ettt ittt it ittt teeeeeenennnenanenanas Steward

IF THOU BE NEAR & isscununcnssssasssisoses mmanmene vnwssnssessss Bach

POLLY OLIVER cscisoiiuisiosonnnsasssnnnesssnsnesssasssssssssss Root
1984-1985 FIRST BAND

FATHER OF VICTORY . iscnssnssossnsnsosnasssssanmonnnnsnnneswnss Ganne

SIEGFRIED'S FUNERAL MUSIC vvvvvtn it iieteieeeeeeeennnannns Wagner

CAPRICCIO ESPAGNOL ...vvvvvvnnnnnnnnn. Rimsky-Korsakov/Winterbottom
1984-1985 SECOND BAND

THE MAD MAJOR . iuiiiniuniueneoeeeeeensenonoasasasesasannanes Alford

DAS PENSTONAT ittt ittt ittt ettt e ittt eeeesnennanannenn Lake

EMPERATA OVERTURE &+ vtee ittt iiie it ittt it eeeneneennennnnnnns Smith
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1984-1985 THIRD BAND

HALL OF FAME .\ttt ietteteetennenneenennennennennens OTivadoti

PRELUDE TO ACT I - LA TRAVIATA ...ttt iiinnnnenn Verdi/Falcone

PRELUDE & FUGUE IN Bb MAJOR scvnsiavssnsasavasnssssan Bach/MoehTman
1985-1986 FIRST BAND

MARCH OF THE REVOLUTIONARY GUARD ........evvuunnn. Smetana/Nelhybel

FROM EVERY HORIZON ccvvvscsosssnssovssnsiiosnanmosisnnasns Dello Joio

FINALE FROM SYMPHONY NO. 1 IN G MINOR .......cevvuvnnn.. Kalinnikov
1985-1986 SECOND BAND

THE MIKING: MARCH s sssnscssssssnssasasisisasssaesdsssstassocea King

ELEGY FOR A YOUNG AMERICAN v iviintinirneneenenneennnnn Lo Presti

COMPENDIUM ittt ii ittt it ieneneeneenaanns Forsbald/Livingston
1985-1986 THIRD BAND

RADETSKY MARCH .+ iviiiiiiiiiiiieireeenneenennennnn Strauss/Williams

COME SWEET DEATH wiiitiiiieetieeneeenneenneennneeannnns Bach/Reed

CONTRASTS ON A THEME OF CORELLI . .uivriiiii i ieiinnennnnns Hull
1986-1987 FIRST BAND

COCKELSHELL HEROES MARCH .. ivitiiiii it iiintienneennnneennnns Dunn

TRAVERSINFONIE sucusss ssnsussssasnnnns anamssssnnsnss Wagner/Leidzen

LA BELLE HELENE scssssvannsnnsinsnsnis snamasds asnssas Offenbach/0dom
1986-1987 SECOND BAND

FLORENTINER MARCH v iitiiiiti it ittt iiieieeeneennennennannnnnns Fucik

FOLK SONG SUITE sscconsivsnmnns s nossnis hnauisds oostod saiss Williams

SEQUDLA :csncisinnitsuiionsastisis wosmunn srsssnss naasnss sns LaGassey
1987-1988 FIRST BAND

RAKOCZY MARGH 56 isssovnsisnvananswpssnisnsasanisoons Berlioz/Gordon

CHESTER OVERTURE FOR BAND &\ ivtieiiiiiieeinneenenneennnnns Schuman

"SCHERZO & FINALE" from FIFTH SHYMPHONY ......... Beethoven/Godfrey
1987-1988 SECOND BAND

MELODY SHOP MARCH . viitii ittt ittt ienienennenneennennenanens King

BROOKSHIRE 4ttt tit ittt it i enteneeneennennennennennenneenens Barnes

LINCOLNSHIRE POSY (2-4-5-6) tuvvrrrirrnenneneenennenennens Grainger
1988-1989 FIRST BAND

MARCHE DES PARACHUTISTES BELGES ......ccviuiinvinnnn. Leemans/Wiley

SUITE TH B=FLAT sun sunnanonnnonsanns onsmsns ssssnns s okessss &5 Jacobs

ITALIAN IN ALGIERS OVERTURE ...vvviirnnnnrennnnn. Rossini/Calliet
1988-1989 SECOND BAND

NEDDERMEYER MARCH v iiiitiiiiieiietietenennennennenneennenns King

MOLLY ON THE SHORE «:icssvsvascssnsneonvassssonnbocsononns Grainger

EMPERATA OVERTURE + it iiti ittt it teneeeieneenenneennennnnns Smith
1989-1990 FIRST BAND

FLIUME MARCH s sunusnme vwnnsans oissansssssansis seisssnsbnbe Boccalari

CELEBRATION OVERTURE v vvvitenien it eenieneeneenennnenneans Creston

THE TSAR'S BRIDE ... vevrreiinininnnennnns Rimsky-Korsakov/Harding
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1989-1990 SECOND BAND

HAIL TO THE FLEET iiiiiiie ittt ieeeeeeeeeennennnnnenencennns Maltby

0O 0 Frescobaldi/Slocum

OVERTURE IN Bo=FLAT 4ttt tttenreeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeaseaennns Giovannini
1990-1991 FIRST BAND

MARCH JUND v itiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeoooesoonnnnnnns Stewart

THE DRUM MAJORS DAUGHTER v vviiiiii i it ennennnnns Offenbach/0dom

GRANT THEM REST tv ittt iteeeneeeeneeeeeonnnonnas Faure/Buehlman
1990-1991 SECOND BAND

FLORENTINER MARCH . .vviiii i ittt iitetteennnnnennnnnnns Fucik/Fennell

COMPENDIUM .. iitiiiiiiieiieieneennnennanannnns Forsbald/Livingston

MORNING, NOON, AND NIGHT IN VIENNA OVERTURE ..... VONSuppe/Fillmore
1991-1992 FIRST BAND

TRIPOLI TEMPLE MARCH v vvv ittt ieieeeereeneenaooncnnnos Barnhouse

SIEGFRIED"S FUBERAL MUSIE sv cowsusssssnansnpnnunsnssns Wagner/Whear

THE SLAVONIC DANCES .+ ivviiitiiiieenennnnnn Dvorak/Curnow(ASCAP)
1991-1992 SECOND BAND

0J0 DE AGUILA tiiitttttitt it eeeeeeeeeoeosoassoessonnnsnas Maxwell

OLD SCOTTISH MELODY . scuonnn sosismass ssisesss s oosssd s it i Wiley

BROOKSHIRE SUITE iiiiiiiiieeeeeeeennnnnnennnnnnnnes Mozart/Slocum
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A MILITARY-SHOW BAND ROUTINE OF THE VIDOR HIGH SCHOOL BAND
140 MEMBER BLOCK -- SHOW DEVELOPED AND DRAWN BY CHARLES R. SMITH
SHOW FEATURES BAND ENTERING FROM BOTH SIDES OF THE FIELD

The band lines on both sides of the field with files 5---9 facing the pressbox-
from across the field and files 0---4 on the pressbox side facing across the
field. Files "0" and "9" are on the sidelines with files 1-2-3-4/5-6-7-8 two
steps ahead of the the file before them onto the field. Ranks are six paces
apart with Rank I between the 15 and 20 yardline: Looking from the pressbox,
Rank I is to the left on the field. [Drum Majors are on the 45 yardlines
facing each other and the two sides of the band...A possible starting place

for twirlers might be at six-pace intervals on the five yardline nearest Rank I.

1. AT EASE - ATTENTION SIGNALS
2. INSTRUMENTS UP COMMAND OR SIGNAL

3. _FORWARD MARCH SIGNAL....Files step-off by 4's from:both sides of the

field on 1-2-3-4 —cceu-- 5-2-3-4, On 6-2-3-4 the entire band flanks or
steps-over up field. (Files 0----- 4 = Stepover; Files 5----- 9 = Flank).

4. When 6-2-3-4 is over band begins new numbers by 2's (New numbers begin at
the 15 yardline for Rank I). Rank I members will countermarch by 2's in
a series from the centers out in both directions on 1-2 --—-- 5-2).
Everyone else in the files will countermarch in exactly the same placee
as the Rank I lead for that file. [Other members of files can get numbers
on which to countermarch by adding 3 to the numbers of the person ahead. ]

SIGNAL ON RIGHT FOOT when center leads of Rank I reach the other 10 yardline

back passed the 50 yardline. Leads will do drill according to the following
numbers. (Full-step step-overs for files Q----- 4 except 23-2 will be flank;
Full-step Flanks for files 5----- 9 except that 23-2 will be a step-over.

Files 0 & 9 Leads = 1-2, 2-2, (23-2), 32-2
Files 1 & 8 Leads = 1-2, 2-2, (23-2), 29-2
Files 2 & 7 Leads = 1-2, 2-2, (23-2), 27-2
Files 3 & 6 Leads = 1-2, 2-2, (23-2), 25-2
Files 4 & 5 Leads = 1-2, 2-2 —ccaean- That's A1l

Everyone else in each file takes numbers for the first two steps from the

file leader by skipped 2's and follows the Tleads for the rest of the drill.
(Everyone in files Q====n- 4 uses step-overs for first two numbers and everyone
in files 5------ 9 uses flanks for the first two numbers. [This drill closes
the band down and forms a two-pace block fromation. ]

SIGNAL ON RIGHT FOOT when front of band reaches the 20 yardline.back pased the

50 yardline. (Count drill by 2's)
1. Rank I leads band in a countermach on 1-2.
2. Files flank or step-over toward the sidelines from the outside to the

center on 18-2 ---- 22-2. (Files 0----4 = Flank; Files 9----5 = Stepover).
3, Files Flank or Step-over down field from the outside to the center on
24-2 ====== 28-2, (0------ 4 = Stepover; 9------ 5 = Flank)

SIGNAL ON RIGHT FOOT when the front of the band reaches the 40 yardline

passed the 50 yardline. (Band counts drill by 2's).
1. A1l members of Ranks VIII - XIV reverse on 1-2 (left foot).

2. Leads of Rank I and Rank XIV lead staggered columns toward center field
from centers out of both ranks on 4-2 ---- 8-2. (Rank I, files Q==w-- 4-use
step-overs; Rank I, files 5----9 use flanks. Rank XIV, files 0----4 use
flanks; Rank XIV, files 5----9 use step-overs).
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Leads of Rank I and Rank XIV lead staggerred columns down field toward both
goallines on 10-2 ---- 14-2 from centers out of béth ranks. (Rank I, Files
0 ---- 4 use Flanks; Rank I, Files 5----9 use step-overs. Rank XIV, Files
0----4 use step-overs; Rank XIV, Files 5----9 use FLanks.

A1l file members of all ranks reverse on the following numbers(Left Foot):

Files 4 & 5 = 17-2 Files 1 & 8 = 20-2

Files 3 & 6 = 18-2 Files 0 & 9 = 21-2

Files 2 & 7 = 19-2

File members of Ranks I ----- VII reverse on the following numbers(Left Foot):

Ranks I--VII of Files 4 & 5 = 27-2

Ranks I--VII of Files 3 & 6 = 29-2

Ranks I--VII of Files 2 & 7 = 31-2

Ranks I--VII of Files 1 & 8 = 33-2

Ranks I--VII of Files 0 & 9 = 35-2

COUNTERMARCH SIGNAL when center leads reach the 10 yardline. Leads of Rank I

do a countermarch on 1-2 ---- 5-2 from the center out in both directions.
Band: follows.

SIGNAL ON RIGHT FOOT when front of band reaches the 40 yardline passed the 50

and the back of the band is two steps before the 40 before the 50.

1.

Files 0----4 step-over and halt on 1-25 Files 5----9 flank and halt
on 1-2.

Immediately step-off by 2's by ranks from ranks 7 & 8 on 2-2. (Ranks 7 & 8
really do NOT halt on 1-2). A1l ranks will have stepped off by 8-2 but
keep counts going through 9-2.

When 9-2 is.over count in a series l------ 19. Reverse ranks from 7 & 8
out back toward center field (odd numbers on L.F.; even numbers on R.F.)
On 19 Files 0----4 stepover to resume forward motion down field and files
5----9 Flank on 19 to resume forward motion.

SIGNAL ON RIGHT FOOT when Rank I is two steps passed the 30 yardline and

Rank XIV is at the 50 yardline. (Count Drill by 2's)

1.
4

Files flank on 1-2(RIGHT FOOT) =----- 10-2(RIGHT FOOT) from File 0----9,
Files flank on 6-2(RIGHT FOOT) ----- 15-2(RIGHT FOOT) from File 0----9
back toward the 50 yardline.

RANK XIV Tleadsa Spin Column left on 12-2(LEFT FOOT) ----- 20-2(LEFT FOOT).

[A "Spin" is a Twirl Movement that takes you in the same direction that
a Step-Over would take you. ]

Continue counts by 2's through 36-2
When 36-2 ends begin new numbers in a series (1-2-3-4-etc....)

a. Rank XIV.center two members reverse on count.l...The rest of
Rank XIV will flank or step-over toward the 50 yardline on count 1
and follow center leads across field toward the pressbox side.
(Rank 14 will be one step passed the sideline on count 1)

b. The remainder of files 0----4 flank:toward goalline on count 1. and
the remainder of files 5----9 step-over toward the other goalline on
count 1 and reverse and follow leads on each rank according to the
numbers given below. (Even numbers reverse on right foot; odd
numbers reverse on left foot.)
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RANK RANK REVERSE

LEAD FLANK/STEP-OVER NUMBER

14 —omeeeeee (See #a above) ==--=mmmmmcccccea
T . o — 5
7 R — I — 9
1 e ([ 13
1 —— T ————— 17
TRESENE S N—— TR 21

B s s T 25
/A 77— 29
R 25 mmmmmmm e 33
R 28 smessmsms s 37

R — A —— 41
(S O 45

D, s s h A N 49

[ —— R 53

Leads of Rank 14 should reach halt on count

side of the field. . -

66 at sideline on the pressbox

POSSIBLE MUSIC FOR SHOW AND THE WAY TO PLAY IT

FANFARE (from Bugler's Dream) ............ 45 beats

THREE DRUM ROLLS .. .cccvisivsiismonmasnnns 3 beats

SOL ¥ SOMBRA .ccuvocvnonsnsnsannenansasss 272 beats = Play Intro; 1st Strain -
repeated; 2nd. Strain once
only; Cut from one measure
before letter "9" to one
measure before letter "11".

FOUR DRUM ROLLS AND A ROLL-OFF ........... 12 beats

- ROAL DECREE MARCH .:.ssuissssssnisasvanass 172 beats = Take all 2nd. endings; and
do not go into break strain.

12 BEAT DRUM CADENCE AND A ROLL-OFF ..... 20 beats

"Cathedral Chorus" from

SLAVONIC FOLK SONG SUITE ......cvnvvvunnnn 120 beats

644 = Total beats(steps) in show.

METHOD TO STOP TO PLAY FOR DRILL TEAM & TWIRLERS & RESUME SHOW IN CORRECT PLACE

1. When Rank I members reach the 25 yardline after Drill #IV, they will
countermarch and halt...A11 other ranks pass by, countermarch and halt in

bTock formation.
2. Play music for Drill Team & Twirlers.

3. Forward March Signal....Start 2nd. Strain of "Royal Decree" but do not step-off
until after first four measures (8 beats) have been played.

Pick up Drill #VI and rest of show as written.
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A MILITARY-SHOW BAND ROUTINE OF THE VIDOR HIGH SCHOOL BAND
150 MEMBER BLOCK -- SHOW DEVELOPED AND DRAWN BY CHARLES R. SMITH
SHOW FEATURES BAND ENTERING FROM FOUR SIDES OF THE FIELD

Band Tines in entering positions around the field according to the attached
chart. In addition to their individual numbers, all members have a Black
Company Number I, II, III, IV, V, or VI and a Red Company Number I, II, or III.
(Twirlers and Drill Team-Flag Members may be placed for a grand start, so

long a§ they clear the field before band leads of companies reach center

field

1. At Ease - Attention Signals.
2. Instruments Up Command(Signal).
3. Forward March Signal.

a. Twirlers(if on field) should go to sidelines on pressbox ‘side of
field, and develop a show routine for the time the band marches
its show.

b. Drum Majors march toward goallines without getting in the way of a
band member and develop a routine to get set up for the next signal.

c. The Band performs the following on step-off:

(1) Top leads(Persons on ends to left looking from center field toward
sidelines at each company) of companies on sideline begin stwp-
overs(persons in left foot positions on 4-2) or flanks(persons
in right foot positions on 4-2).

(2) Center leads of companies on the goallines begin step-offs by
2's from the center persons out in a series beginning on 2-2.

(3) Each of the companies that come from the sidelines (Red II & III)
countermarch and halt at the goalline. Immediately step off by
2's in a series from the centers out. (13th person of each company
is a center).

Red Companies II countermarch on 30-2 and halt.Begin step-off
from center out on 32-2.

Red Companies III countermarch on 60-2 and halt; Begin step-off
from center out on 62-2.

(4) When the original companies (Red I's) reach the other goalline,
everyone in them will countermarch at that goalline and continue
forward. (Do NOT halt.)

(5) On 78-2.the leads of Red Companies II begin a countermarch. Members
of these companies follow in a series from center out.

(6) On 94-2 the lead of Black Company III leads a countermarch;
Black Company II lead on 96-2; Black Company I lead on 98- 2
(Numbers go from the centers down each companyiin a:series:for
the countermarch).

SIGNAL ON RIGHT FOOT when the lead of the front company reaches the r1ght

goalline(Tooking from pressbox). Band does reverses by numbers in a series
(1-2-3-4-5-6-etc.) down the companies and back. (0dd numbers reverse on the
left foot; even numbers reverse on the right foot.) Continue the numbers
through 28,

On 28(r1ght foot) band makes movements to follow files out in an I1linois
Entrance. (Stop and have each file trace itself out before having entire

s 1 =
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band do the drill. Files are very mixed-up and winding around in order'to come out
of six companies into ten files.) Front company will be on the 30 yardline when
the drill begins.

“SIGNAL ON THE RIGHT FOOT when the front of the band is two steps passed the 40
passed the 50 and the back of the band is two steps before the 40 before the 50.
(Count. D¥ill 1-2 ----vcmme- 29-2).

1. Band does drill that splits the band into four wedges and the wedges in
turn do 1ine drills.... (Refer to attached chart)

2. When count 29-2 is over begin new numbers by 2's...Files will flank or
step-over toward sidelines and back down field on the following numbers.
Leads of the files will begin countermarch by 4's (Skipped 2's) on the
third number Tisted.

FILES S.0. (FL.) S.0. (FL.) LEADS FULL-STEP C.M.
A& B convnsns 152 cosncnssnnnns P2 sensausnansesusane 5-2
3&6 ...u..nn. L2 yesmsiisnine CA-2 7-2
28&7 i, 1-2 civiviiiiantn B2 svasrusesmmunnves 9-2
L 8B sownsvuns 1o wusnennsmwuns Bl sunirnsvunssnnnan 11-2
D &9 conuminns 152 svewanvs vasman 1052 scssnsvrennnsnnnns 13-2

(This opens the files to six-pace intervals and the countermarch by skipped
2's opens the ranks to six paces. Front is at a four-pace phase from
center out).

.. .SIGNAL ON THE RIGHT FOOT when the front center leads reach the goalline. (Drill
is counted by 2's). The leads will lead a full-step or a full-step-over
countermarch toward center field and lead a Tine drill to bring band into two-pace
block band. (Countermarch or Step-over Countermarch numbers for the rest of

the band is by skipped 2's taking numbers from the leads back of each file).

Numbers for the leads are as follows:

FILES S-0 C.M.(C.M.) FLANK(S.O0.) S.0. (FLANK)

F 85 sivisssssnes Lol it i i it i it i, (That's A11)
3&6 c.iiiiinnnn. 1-2 ..ol Bl=2 suuuransass 23-2

2 & 7 sossnnnaanus 12 sesivsicwss 21-2 i, 25-2

1 &8 csiesssivnios 1-2 .o, 21-2 ..., 27-2

0&9 .vovvvnnnnn. 1-2 ... 21-2 ..., 29-2

SIGNAL ON RIGHT FOOT when Rank I reaches two steps before the 25 yardline and
Rank XV is at the 50 yardline. (Band counts by 2's)

1. Files flank on 1-2 (Right Foot) -----10-2 (Right Foot) from File "0" --- "9",

2. Files flank on 5-2 (Right Foot) ---- 14-2 (Right Foot) from File "0" --- "9".
back toward the 50 yardline.

3. Rank XV members lead a Spin Column Left on 11-2 (Left Foot) --- 20-2 (Left Foot)
from File "0" —==e-- "9", [A "Spin" is a Twirl Movement that takes you
in the same direction that a Step-Over would take you.]

4. Countinue counts by 2's through 34-2.
When 34-2 ends, begin new numbers in a series (1 ----cceceeaan 94)

a. Rank XV center two members reverse on count 1...The rest of Rank XV will
flank or step-over toward 50 yardline on count 1 (L.Foot) and follow
center leads across field toward pressbox.
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The remainder of files 0 ------. 4 flank toward the goalline on count

1 (Left Foot) and the remainder of files 5 =mmwm-- 9 Step-Over toward the
other goalline on count 1 (Left Foot) and reverse and follow leads
(Members of files 4 & 5) on each rank according to the numbers given
below. [Reverses on "Even" numbers are for Right Foot and reverses on
"0dd" numbers are for Left Foot. ]

RANK RANK REVERSE LEAD FLANK OR STEP-QVER NUMBER
XV mmmmmmeae (See #a above) ===mmmmomcmm
WY e § S ——————— 5
1 f QR S 9
XII --------------- 10 o R e ed o R 13
) - 17
) | ——— 21
) L e—————————— 25
FITT s PP e st i 29
YIT msmemmsmSacn D5 i S e e 33
Ul ==ttt DB =i mm e e 37
T - G [ 41
| M e s s e 45
T | ¢ 49
| (R ) R 53
| 3 57

Leads of Rank XV should reach halt on count 66 at the sideline... Members
of Rank I should halt on 94.

Each rank halts two steps after the previous rank to their left or right
from Rank XV -=eee-- Rank I.

Method for band to exit and leave field has to be developed by each
director according to the situation.
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.POSSIBLE MUSIC FOR SHOW AND THE WAY TO PLAY IT

BORTEL cxonms snnmunemusngns gnryssds bbsuans s 224 (1) = Play as written without the

first measure of percussion.
THREE DRUM ROLLS + EIGHT-BEAT ROLL OFF

QUALITY PLUS MARCH

Trio(1st. Strain) [14 Times] ...vvvn... 48 = Begin in the middle of the
first strain of the Trio; take
first ending and play first

(Break.SEraif)  sssveenas unensssss 32 strain of Trio all the way.
(Last étrain) .................... 32 = Take second ending.
10-Beat Drum Cadence
8-Beat Rol1l Off
BOYS OF THE OLD BRIGADE
Intro. (As Written) ssssenssvssvaes ans 24
1st. Strain (With Repeat) ............ 64
2nd. Strain (With Repeat) ......oovenn. 64
Trio (Take 1st. ERATRG) <« scsnvwas snes 72
Trio (Play Last 16 Measures) ......... 32 = 256 beats in March
SIX DRUM ROLLS OR A SHORT VERSION ROLL-OFF
"Cathedral Chorus" from
SLAVONIC FOLK SONG SUITE ......ccvvvennnnn 120
~ 712 = Total beats(steps) in show.

METHOD TO STOP TO PLAY FOR DRILL TEAM & TWIRLERS & RESUME SHOW IN CORRECT PLACE

1. When the Band begins the reverse drill (Drill #II) halt on count 22 (At the 25
yardline. (Continue to play to the end of the first straih of "Quality Plus"
Trio:=and.stop.

Play music for Drill Team & Twirlers. (Drum Majors should be on the 30 yardline.)

3. Forward March Signal. (Drum Majors should move to the 35 yardline before they
give this signal).

a. Four Drum Rolls as the band steps off (Counts 23-24-25-26)

b. Begin playing in the middle of the last strain of "Quality Plus" the second
time. (Counts 27-28) and the band will begin the drill to come out of the
company fronts.

4. Pick up the rest of the show as written.
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YOUNG AUDIENCES

of Southeast Texas, Inc.

595 Orleans, Suite 414
Beaumont, Texas 77701
Phone: 409/835-3884

FAX: 409/835-5504

Email: YASETX@aol.com
www.geocities.com/~yasetx

2002-2003 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OFFICERS

President

Doug Fierce

May 20, 2003

Mr. Charles R. Smith
720 Woodland
Vidor, TX 77662

Dear Mr. Smith,

It was with a huge smile that | read the letter from Mr. Ben Gollehon,
Chairman of the Phi Beta Mu Texas Bandmasters Hall of Fame Committee,
announcing your selection for the Hall of Fame. | guess it just goes to show
you that old musicians never die — they are still NOTEWORTHY!!!

It has been twenty-eight years since my graduation from Vidor High School
and my final notes with the Band of Bands, the Mighty Pirate Marching Band,
which makes me middle-aged and you practically a fossil, of course.
However, time’s passage has not dulled the memories of living on “CRS
Central Standardtime,” playing Peter Gunn and Slavonic Folk Suite, ducking
from my place behind the E-flat clarinet on the front row when your baton
went flying, and smirking as you turned to glare at audience members who
didn’t know quite how to behave at a concert. (I wish you were still out there
doing THAT one today!)

But without a doubt my fondest memory of you EVER is from my senior year

at All State Band tryouts. There | stood, having been selected alternate

wooram Drecioniusness 1aAGAIN, with my makeup streaming and my nose running, sobbing like only

i a female high school senior can. You stood awkwardly by offering your

) éPl{!ﬁ??R[ﬁﬁfTORS clean hanky to be sacrificed at the mercy of the Revlon tracks on my face,

saying, “But Sally, you do SO MANY THINGS well. Look at ALL you do!

This is just one thing.” And | gulped and snorted and said, “Yes, but |

WANTED this one thing and | practiced so much!” How on earth you

handled all those female personalities and problems is beyond me! If one

of us didn’t have PMS, someone else did! You deserve an award just on the
basis of dealing with two hundred different high school girls at once!

)
O
Q

Recipient of the National Medal of Arts




Mr. Smith, | will always love and respect you. | had a lot of terrific mentors,
but you are undoubtedly the greatest reason | pursued a career in music,
and that | am where | am today at Young Audiences. Congratulations on a
much-deserved honor! When this busy time is over, call me. | will reserve
a spot on Young Audiences’ volunteer corps for you, so that you can help me
take the arts to other young people, just as you did for me a handful of years
ago!

Sincerely,

Sallwns

Executive Director
Young Audiences of Southeast Texas, Inc.



Fhank You fer the Gift of Mability

The Wheelchair Foundation,
Rotary International District 3810
and Irving -~ Las Colinas Rotary Club

wish to thank

Bruce Bradford

For the Gift Made in Honor of:

Charles $mith

Wheelchair

AT 5 s Because of your most generous gift,
, Foundation hE mobility was given to a disabled member

"‘.\}'u'm_g the World : of our world community.

Thank you for helping us change their lives
in a positive and long lasting way.




Wheelchair Partners
District 5810 Rotary
2003-2004

Charles Smith
PO Box 366
Vidor, TX 77670

Charles Smith.

Bruce Bradford has made a gift of a wheelchair in your honor to the Wheelchair Foundation.
The Wheelchair Foundation is a nonprofit organization leading an international effort to create
awareness of the needs and abilities of people with physical disabilities, to promote the joy of
giving, create global friendship, and to deliver a wheelchair to every child. teen and adult in
the world who needs one. but cannot afford one. For these people, the Wheelchair Foundation
delivers Hope. Mobility and I'reedom.

An estimated 100-130 million disabled people worldwide need wheelchairs, though less than 1
percent own or have access to one. The number of disabled is likely underestimated, due to the
inability to account for "forgotten" citizens who have been hidden away by their families.

The gift of a wheelchair not only improves the recipient’s quality of life but also allows for an
abundance of opportunities and freedoms through a newfound mobility.

Rotary District 5810 is working in conjunction with the Wheelchair Foundation to deliver

wheelchairs to people in need around the world as well local communities in our arca.

Sincerely.

TN ik folron

Mark Robinson
Rotary District 5810

Mark Robinson
Rotary Wheelchair Pariners
4529 Cape Charles Dr.

a‘ T‘75 ‘
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From

Sedll E, 7:z.ylm“
515 Highview Ave.

Stephens Lty VAz2e55-2615

Dec. 2003

Cf)d be with you at Christmastime
And keep you in His care,
God grant you peace and happiness
And answer every prayer,
God fill each day ahead of you
With blessings from above,
So you will know, your whole life through,

The fullness of His love.

T <

Wery Christmas
Dok Wt s Ik,
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This one is from Bob Mooney.
Dianna

—--- Original Message —---
From: mmooney
Sent: Sunday, August 31, 2003 9:21 PM

Subject: Re: VHS Band and MISTER Charles R. Smith :-)

Kyle: ‘

You said it very well to the Vidorian reporter....Everyone that was in the band knew exactly what you meant.

The four years in band under Mr. Smith prepared us for more than marching routines and concerts. By the time all of
us had graduated from high school, we had been through a good preparation for a whole lot of life's challenges. One
thing I'll never forget is the time | spent on the marching field at Lackland Air Force Base. A lot of the guys let the DI's
hollerin' get to them while we were struggling to learn how to march together as a squad. | sort of looked forward to i,
since this was one of the few things in basic training that | knew something about. One guy asked me why the drills
didn't bother me and | told him that my high school band director was way tougher than this DL:).

There were probably 50-60 band seniors graduate every year that Mr.Smith taught. There would be reams of material

for the paper if every one who was taught by him told their best story and recollection about the four years spent in
band.

Bob
PS: It was great to be part of an organization that was "Damn Good".

Malcolm Chesser
Sent: Saturday, August 30, 2003 11:20 AM .
Subject: Re: VHS Band and MISTER Charles R. Smith :-)

Clayton,

Ya done good Claytdh; réal good on sending these articles out. Darned if | know how to scan and add as
attachments. (If someone hasn't put it on a diskette for me beforehand, y'all are just out of luck......)

| wish | had been able to elaborate a little more clearly (to the Vidorian's Reportette Extaordinaire, Miss Tracie
Middleton), the esteem and regard | hold for Mr. Smith.

We all know Vidor's sad history and reputation. Mr. Smith worked hard, very much so, to help US overcome that
reputation. | honestly feel we, thanks to Mr. Smith, were Vidor's Best Ambassador's.

"Mr. Holland's Opus?" Hah! Mr. Smith did it best.

y'all take care.

kyle
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Charlesene Smith

From: "David Shannon" <David.Shannon@chick-fil-a.com>
To: <crs_music@msn.com>
Sent: Friday, August 29, 2003 8:58 AM

Subject: Howdy!!
Hello, Mr. Smith!!!

My mom recently sent me the newspaper articles concerning your induction into the Texas Band Directors Hall of Fame.
Congratulations!! | am very happy and proud for you; and I'm proud that | made significant contributions to helping you
get there! ;-) Seriously, that is a great honor, and | can think of no one more deserving. You impacted many, many lives
for the better, and not just musically. You set an example for excellence that influenced your students and your
audiences to a degree that could never really be calculated.

For myself, music has continued to be a significant part of my life. | have a great love for orchestral music, which | credit
directly to my mother and to you. To this day, Scheherazade remains one of my favorite pieces; and | love to brag that |
was introduced to that music through my high school band. Living in Atlanta, | get to hear lots of great performances,
whether orchestra, opera, stage musicals, or other.

As you may recall, after high school, | began attending McNeese to study music performance. | was afforded many
opportunities to play: school orchestra, Lake Charles Civic Symphony, Alexandria (LA) Symphony, community

performance of Handel's_ Messiah, civic theater, operas, stage musicals. After my junior year, | joined a Christian music

group called TRUTH, playing my trumpet. We performed about 400 concerts in each of the two years | was with them.
Afterwards, | returned to McNeese for a semester, before moving to Atlanta to work in the music and youth programs at a
large Baptist church. It was there | met and married my wife Cheryl. After about a year and a half, we returned to Lake
Charles so | could complete my education. During my senior year at McNeese, | began serving as the band director at
St. Louis High School, and at Immaculate Conception Middle School. It was a part-time position, but it gave me my first
real taste of directing. | really enjoyed conducting and working with the students. | also seized the opportunity to
introduce them to classical music, regularly setting up my own personal stereo system in the music room so they could
enjoy good sound. But after two years, it was clear that was not the career for me. So | went back to school and obtained
a degree in computer science. In 1983 Cheryl and | (and our five-year old daughter Bree) returned to Atlanta where |
went to work for the Chick-fil-A corporation. In February | celebrated my twentieth anniversary with the company.

| still play my trumpet at weddings, in church, and occasionally in a group setting. For about five years | was actively
engaged with a brass quintet; but a couple of years ago, we realized we had just sort of drifted apart. We have been
talking recently about trying to get back together. I'm hoping that happens. | lead worship at my church; and get to
conduct the church choir from time to time. | also was instrumental in forming a community orchestra in the suburbs
south of Atlanta. We had some success with that for about four years, but simply could not get the support we needed for
long-term viability. However, through that effort | made many contacts that are still active. For several years now | have
been asked to conduct the fall and spring concerts of a local youth orchestra, students of some of the original orchestra
members. And this December | will conduct my fifth annual community sing-along performance of Handel's Messiah. |
say "sing-along"; it's really sort of a hybrid. | do have a single two-hour rehearsal with the choir before performing for the
community. In addition | rehearse with the orchestra for about six weeks; and we have professional soloists. So it really
turns out pretty good. My mom will be coming to sing with us for the first time. So | am very excited about that!

Anyway, I'll stop at this point. | would love to hear from you if you ever have a moment to drop me a line. Also, | am
currently making plans to attend Vidor's homecoming game this year, so perhaps | will have the chance to see you then!

Thanks for your role in my life!

David Shannon

3/8/04
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Charlesene Smith

From: <Hinote235@aol.com>
To: <crs_music@msn.com>
Sent: Monday, July 21, 2003 8:12 AM

Subject: Good morning to you! Good morning to you! Good morning, Mrs. Smith...

Good morning Mr. and Mrs. Smith,,

We enjoyed your informative letter and hearing from you. Richard and | will celebrate our
37th anniversary in two weeks, but it still seems like we were students back in Vidor just
the other day.

We have a 35 year old daughter that teaches 6th grade math at Arnold Jr. High in Cy-
Fairl. S. D. , a 33 year old daughter that teaches 2nd grade in Rusk Primary in Rusk
1.S.D., and a 25 year old son, that finally decided what the good Lord wanted him to be
when he grew up, that will be doing his student teaching here in Cy-Fair |.S.D. at
Langham Creek High School in the math department in August. He will find out his
actual assignment on the 18th of August, | think. Then he be looking for his first teaching
position.

I've taught the past 15 years in Cy-Fair 1.S.D. at Lamkin Elementary, | teach the 5th
grade gifted and talented class reading, language and social studies classes. (Thank
goodness it's not Texas History! That's the only class that | ever failed a six weeks! But |
must admit | did learn a lot as soon as | learned to study differently! Hopefully my
teacher doesn't remember that, do you Mrs. Smith?)

| jokingly tell my students that if | could get through Texas History they can get through
my classes, too! Actually, I'm probably harder than you were! And there's nothing that
they can try that | didn't try myself to avoid studying! (SMILE) It's amazing what a little
studying will do to improve a student's grades.

Richard always wanted to be a band director but the good Lord lead him a different
direction. He's managed several very large warehouses, but due to a disabling condition
now he's sitting in front of a computer. He did get to play french horn for the Houston
Junior Orchestra once after we first moved to Houston. Now he the official critic for every
band he watches! :)

Two years ago that told us that Richard had Lou Gehrig's Disease and his spinal cord
was attached to one of his vertebrae, but further testing changed the Lou Gehrig's
Disease diagnosis to a similar problem with little known about what to expect. We thank
the good Lord for every day that Richard is still up and walking...no matter how slowly.
No more cut time for him!

Both of our moms still live in Vidor and several sisters and brothers. My dad just passed
away in January and Richard's dad has been gone for a couple of years now. They both
still live in the same houses or at least on the same property. I'm sure you'll hear from
Deborah (Crile) Cropper. Everyone is tickled that Mr. Smith is being recognized by his
peers.

Well, I'd better get busy or I'll miss out on one of the last days until school starts again.
PS We have five grandkids from 13 to 2. Grandkids are wonderful. Our oldest plays a
flute in her band! We've warned her about ducking if the director gets upset and has a
baton in his hand. :)

3/8/04




Subject: Mighty Mighty Pirate Marching Band--Thank You Mr. Smith!
Dear Friends--

| just wanted to add my voice to the chorus of congratulations for Mr.
Smith. | had seen the article from the Vidorian (emailed to me by Mrs.
Smith) but it was great to see the additional info and stories as well.

Thank you Clay for putting these together to share with all of us, who
were indeed a big family for at least 4 years of our lives.

| agree with Kyle that Mr. Smith did train us not only in musicianship

but also in the practiced art of diplomacy, encouraging us to be solid
decent representatives from Vidor. And hey! We had a good time in
theye even while working our collective butts off, marching, practicing
for Regionals, Concert Band, Solo and Ensemble.

| just turned 50 on Thursday and | still fondly recall the hours | spent

with many of you and with the Vidor High School Band...and yes, with Mr.
Smith, especially...and some of the best moments of my life so far.

(And I've had many good ones, trust me!)

Mr. Smith--Thank you from all of us, for the music education, the pride,
the dignity with which you conducted yourself and imparted to all of us,
and for teaching the pleasures of working with dedication toward a
common goal and the joy at the end of the day for a job well done.

Kyle mentions the film "Mr. Holland's Opus," which depicts a beloved
bandleader and the students whose lives he touched. | too thought of
Mr. Smith when | saw that, but | also agree with Kyle that Mr. Smith did
it best. (Also check out the Arthur Penn film "Four Friends" (1981) for
another good band story.)

As Kyle says rightly of Clay for sending this out,

Mr. Smith:

Ya done good, real good!

Eric Malone




Sent: Tuesday, September 02, 2003 2:54 PM
Subject:  Fw: VHS Band and MISTER Charles R. Smith

Clay,

Members of the band from our family: Bob Mooney-Trombone- Class "70
Pam-see following -Class 71 ;
Vicki Mooney Hawthorne-Flute-Class '73
(she made the Mar. Band)

| think that | read that there will be a gathering of classmates after this year's Homecoming game, or maybe before.
Anyway, it would be a great honor for Mr. Smith come and revisit with some of the ex-band students that he taught.
And to let him know that he not only taught us band, but discipline, respect and "pride." | wonder how many people still
get chills or have a great sense of "pride," that hearing Slavonic, puts a big lump in their throats that they can hardly
hold back the tears. | know that when | go to the games and Vidor exits off the field with Slavonic, | wish that | could
have that chance just one more time.

Mr. Smith not only taught band, but he gave many kids the chance to be something more than they could have been. |
had dreamed of being in the marching band since the 6th grade. | had wanted to be a twirler from the 1st grade. But to
be a twirler, you had to be in the marching band. What a let down to someone that picked the flute to play. There were
only about 10-12 flutes or more to compete against. | never made the Jr. High Marching band. The flutes in the
concert band had to beat out Frank Inzer to get in the marching band, (forget that). So, anyway, | finally got to high
school and still didn't make the marching band. There went my dreams for the twirling. But luck was on my side, for a
change. Mr. Smith needed to have some volunteers to be managers for the band. So, | went to Mr. Smith and asked
"if you are a manager, are you a part of the 'marching band," and can I try out for twirler?" He said "YES" | volunteered
to be a manager that day.

Later, Mr. Smith asked for a volunteer to play the tuba, or at least march in the spot carrying the tuba. Well, |
volunteered for that, so that | could say that | played an instrument in the band. | think Mr. Smith had to much pride to
put a girl on the tuba, so he put on a baritone. Now talk about intimidation!! | was now 2 chairs down from Clayton

Bickford, the best player around. | honestly tried to learn to play that horn, after marching season. | tried out for twirler
at the end of my freshman year and made it. Luck was still on my side, Mr. Smith increased the twirling line to eight
that year, instead of six. | think Mary Rowe and | were the 2 added spots. | knew that Robin and Janet were going to
make it and so glad that Mr. Smith did the line increase. | know that Mary Rowe wanted to be on the twirling line as

" bad | as | did. After all, her big sister was drum major, Carole Rowe.

My Junior and Senior years, | switched to the drum section. Mr. Smith gave me the opportunity to stay in the band, no
matter what section | went too. He either desperately needed the warm body in the band, or maybe he had just had
some "heart."

| can't imagine having been in school and not been in the band. After all, at that time, not many kids could say that they
had been to:

San Antonio, to marched in a night parade, and stay in a motel with kids climbing in and out windows, running from
room to room.

Corpus Christi and stay in a motel and eat at all the good seafood places we could find.

St. Petersburg, Fl. to march along the beach in a big parade. Walk the seawall at 10:00 at night, go to the NY METs
game at the Shea Stadium. Oh, stay in a high rise hotel, that was condemned later.

You had to be in the band to go anywhere in those days. Not many families could afford to take vacations and the
band trips were exactly that for many students.

Hats off to Mr. Smith!!!
Sincerely, my thanks!!

Pam Mooney Sellers
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Charlesene Smith

From: <Hinote235@aol.com>
To: <crs_music@msn.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 20, 2003 2:26 PM

Subject:  Congratulations from Richard and Sandra Hinote VHS Classes of '64 and'65

Congratulations! Richard and | were thrilled to see that you were being inducted
into the Hall of Fame for Music Directors. We both think the honor is well-deserved.

You can't imagine how often we still speak of you, especially when we're trying to
watch a local half-time performance. Richard has a bad habit of repeatedly telling
those sitting around us that no one can actually appreciate half-time without having
marched for Mr. Smith in Vidor.

He gave all three of our children heck when they were in the band because Richard
still doesn't believe that our high schools in Cy-Fair |. S. D. and neighboring
districts really march. He does however appreciate Texas A & M, so two of our
children felt redeemed while attending school there.

Earlier this year we attended the stage performance of "Blast" in Houston. Finally,
Richard conceded that there might be a few entertaining musicians outside of Vidor
High School and Mr. Smith's bands. :)

We now have two daughters teaching in public schools, one son doing his student
teaching in a Cy-Fair high school in the fall, and I've taught for over twenty years in
either a private school or public school and all | can say is that | hope we're are
remembered by our students with the fondness that your former students have for
you Mr. Smith.

PS Tell your wife that | am still singing, too. Her contribution hasn't gone
unnoticed. For years I've sung in churches and for quite a few weddings and
funerals. Now people are just dying to hear me! :)

Congratulations again!

7/20/03
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Charlesene Smith

From: "bickfordc" <bickfordc@sbcglobal.net>
To: "Charles Ray Smith" <crs_music@msn.com>
Sent: Monday, July 14, 2003 2:09 PM

Subject:  From the Worst Baritone player ever at VHS

Dear Mr. Smith,

This is just a note from a former student congratulating you on you pending induction into the
Bandmasters Hall of Fame. | can think of no one more deserving of this honor. The only
problem | have is why in the world it took them so long.

| hold you personally responsible for me graduating in the class of 1970. You more than any
other teacher where there when | had decided that | really no longer belonged in school. Your
guiding hand and believing in me when many others did not got me through.

I'm sure you don't remember me and that is understandable considering the many thousands
of students you have had over the years. | fumbled around trying to play the baritone in the *I
Symphonic Band from 1966 to 1970. As an Electrical Engineer and Construction Manager who
has lived in some pretty nasty places around the world, the love of music that you instilled in
me, is sometimes the only thing that makes these places bearable.

Once again congratulations and from the bottom of my heart, THANK YOU.

Clayton Bickford i
VHS Class of 1970 |

7/14/03
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Charlesene Smith

From: "Robin Tolbert" <rktolbert@earthlink.net>
To: <crs_music@msn.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 15, 2003 5:01 PM

Subject: Class of 1971 graduate Band Member Robin Bickford

Hello Mr. Smith,

My name is Robin Bickford Tolbert and | was a member of the awesome Vidor High School Band from 1968
through 1971. | played the French Horn in the symphonic band, was a Twirler as a sophomore and junior and
then Drum Major my senior year. | was also one of your student aides. The band went to national competition in
Florida my senior year and came in 3rd in the nation which was a wonderful adventure (I remember you lost your
contact on the field right before we performed and then went back later and miraculously found it). All 4 years of
high school we went somewhere special which allowed us to experience a part of the world we never saw before.
Now as an adult | know how taxing that must have been on you to plan and coordinate. | will never forget the
wonderful half-times we had during home coming games. | still compare fire work displays to those nights.

Most of my fondest high school memories revolve around the things | did while a member of the band and the
influence you had on my life along with my brother Clay will never be forgotten. Our Father was a truck driver and
out of town quite often and our Mother worked full time so we went to you for advice most likely on a daily
basis.You instilled and encouraged honesty, integrity, high performance standards along with challenging us
emotionally, intellectually and spiritually while exhibiting tremendous trust in our abilities and ideas.

I no longer play an instrument but am very active in our church choir (I was also in the choir in high school.) and
music plays a very important part of my life even today. Even though my daily work doesn't require me playing an
instrument the skills | learned during that process have served me well in the computer industry (Network
Administrator for Clear Creek ISD) with the analytical mind that playing scales, sight reading and such produce.

You are truly deserving of the award you will be receiving in Austin this month as you have touched so many lives
through the years especially mine!

God bless!

Robin Bickford Tolbert
rktolbert@earthlink.net

7/15/03




July 16, 2003

Dear Charles,

I first met and taught you in 1950 when I moved to
Nederland from Highland Park in Dallas, where I had taught band
for two years. You were a youngster in eighth or ninth grade.
From that time and over the intervening years you were a
conscience and determined worker, a talented and discriminating
student, and a good and helpful friend. As you grew up, you
transferred these sterling qualities to being a first-rate college
student and then band director.

Your bands were always top notch.  You excelled at seeing
the larger picture and developing consistently wonderful band
programs and organizations. Yet along with this, you never lost
sight of the individual student and co-worker.

It is only fitting that you be a member of the Bandmasters
Hall of Fame. Congratulations on receiving this prestigious and
well-deserved honor. Ihave truly enjoyed our friendship and am
so proud of you and your accomplishments over the years. Good
luck with all your future endeavors.

Sincerely,
Harry Charles
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Dear Mr. Smith,

I want to congratulate you on your induction into the Band Masters Hall of Fame. I think
back to my years in high school from 1978-1982 and it makes me very proud that I was a
part of the Band of Bands.

I hope you realize what you did for this community. Growing up in Vidor Texas meant
that you had to know how to deal with constant jokes about your town. Vidor had a
reputation for not being the most desirable place to live. I feel this reputation was not
deserved. One thing our community could be proud of was the music program at Vidor
High School. No one ever joked about our band because it was the best band in the state
if not the country. How many high school marching bands have been invited to represent
our nation over seas? How many bands continually won first place awards wherever they
were competing? I'm not exaggerating when I say the music program you developed is
legendary. To this day people compare area programs to the program you created.

The reason your program was the best was because of your dedication to the students and
the quality and standards you required. It was almost equal to boot camp to be in the
Band of Bands. Your band could rival the Marine Corp band! You required us to do the
best job we could do. At the time, I was not thrilled with the hard work and discipline.
Now as an adult and a father, I realize you were teaching us one of those “life lessons™
we would need to be successful as adults.

To this day, I have not seen a marching band that is as sharp and disciplined as our band
was in the late 70’s and early 80’s. I think back to the days I was in the band and I well
up with pride. I still remember the music. We performed traditional march music at
every game and parade. This set us apart from other programs. The military style of
marching was great. Vidor was one of the only bands still performing military drills.
Everywhere the Vidor band performed, we received standing ovations.

I can’t thank you enough for the things you instilled in me. I am a better person for being
a part of your program. Thank you for giving me memories of high school that I am very
proud of. It was a privilege to be a part of the Band of Bands, The Mighty Pirate
Marching Band!

God Bless,

David Slaughter
VHS Baritone/Tuba
Class of 1982 ’
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July 24,2003

Dear Mr. Smith, _

[ have written so many notes of gratitude and
admiration and yet I can always think of something else I
have omitted.

Did you know that my parents, my son Glenn and I call
you “Our Mr. Smith”. You always made us feel very special.

You have always inspired me to do my very best. I
strived for my best and still do. I always worked hard to earn
compliments and appreciation from you, and hold dear the
memories of your praise. -

You continually expected perfection and therefore most
of us performed as close to perfection as possible.

Your encouragement and teaching lead me to a music
career. I was band director in Evadale for 7 years, then
taught band instruments and piano lessons. I began teaching
theory, piano and voice at my church. I am church pianist,
part time (but not very good) organist, a member of the choir
and involved in special music, I also accompany people.
Thank you for the music education! I tried to copy and
duplicate everything you did to the best of my ability. I
wanted to be just like “Our Mr. Smith” but that was not
possible nor was it meant to be. (I couldn’t duplicate your
German either!!)

Yes, Mrs, Smith, behind every good man is a good
woman............. I remember all your help too.

I love you both, and cherish the memories,

Katherine Inzer Nichols
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. Judy Wisby held her clarinet in one hand and had to pull up her
straight skirt with the other so she could take the correct inch steps.
 You said “ Play and change skirts from now on”.

. Jerry May for “some reason” slept in a flowerbed all night outside
a hotel on a trip and our first concert that day had no 1* trumpet.

. We were given Overture of 1812 and told to start practicing, so |
did .We rehearsed the next day and I struggled through the section.
I don’t recall anyone else playing to the finish .You cut “me” off
and said loudly “Thank You Miss. Inzer for practicing”. I was so
proud of myself and proud I pleased you.

. In my 7" grade, your first year to teach, the assignment was to
memorize a march and you called on us one by one to perform. We
had to come up to the front by the piano and I hid behind it! You
said “good”.

. You encouraged me to challenge for first chair against Colleen
Jones, but I hated to because we were friends. I did and won. She
challenged 2 or 3 times and said, “I give up”.

. I remember that you played my accompaniment part at solo contest
and we received a first several times. Thanks!




10. One time the flutes were talking during rehearsal and missed your
cue. Oh, you were furious. You threw down your baton, went to
the office and slammed the door! “When you get ready to pay
attention come and get me!” Believe you me, that was the last the
flute section talked in rehearsal. By the way I used those same
techniques when [ was band director in Evadale .

11. When my son Glenn McWherter promoted to high school band,
he made first chair symphonic. Then he told you he also played
football. Glenn came home and said Mom “ Mr. Smith was furious
with me”. I told him it was because you saw talent and it was
going to be wasted on sports. Glenn stayed in band, helped you,
and went to solo and ensemble. Earned medals etc. was in the band
in college, Jazz band and, now plays in church orchestra so it was
not all lost! Thanks!

I could go on and on but I’ll save it until next time !
Much Respect and Admiration

%w 9&41/& w?/»jwm/ //_L(QM_/

Katherine Jean Inzer Nichols




C.R. Smith to be inducted into Band Director’s Hall of Fame

Tracie Middleton
The Vidgrian

Charles R. Smith, who directed the
band at Vidor High School for over 30
years, will be inducted into the Band
Director's Hall of Fame later this
month at the Texas Band Directors
Association’s annual convention in
San Antonio.

The Hall of Fame is located in the
Texas Music Educators Association
office in Austin. According to Hall of
Fame Chair Ben Gollehon, about 260
band dircctors from all over the state

of Texas have been inducted over the
past twenty years. going back to the
beginning of the band movement in the
1920's.

Each year, about seven new direc-
tors’ profiles are added, Gollehon said.
“Nominations are submitted from dif-
ferent sources: parents, school admin-
istrators, community organizations,
chambers of commerce, or other direc-
tors,” he said. The Hall of Fame com-
mittee receives nominations each year
and researches them before voting on
which names to include.

Smith’s nomination, he said. was
readily approved. “He was pretty much

a shoe-in,” Gollehon said. “Charles
Smith has been in the field for so long
that everyone knows him and knows
his outstanding record. especially since
he is still active as a director.”

“Band directors like that, who have
taught their whole careers in Texas and
whose excellent teaching records are
so well known, are the ones we want (o
recognize in the Hall of Fame,” he
said.

The induction will take place Sun-
day, July 27 at the Marriott Riverwalk
Hotel in San Antonio. The award will
be presented by the Phi Beta Mu Band
Directors Association.

Wednesday, July 9, 2003

Charles R. Smith,
band director at
Vidor High School
for over 30 years,
will be inducted
into the Band
Directors Hall of
Fame later this
month in San
Antonio. A later
article will look at
Smith's career in
music, including
his time at VHS.




