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In the beginning you taught us sounds
As best as you knew or could
But as the weeks went on
We started to sound like we should

We learned how to play brief little scales
| And even some short easy tunes

We never thought we would learn

But that would be changing soon

In us you showed not the slightest doubt
As we blasted and sounded like cows
Even though times you had to shout

You would look at us and think”WOW!”

We were always eager to learn
And played better and better each day
Each step we took was a harder song

That blew everyone else away

We love you with all of our hearts
And will never forget the day
You told us to pick up our instruments
And then you taught us to play

That day will be with us as long as we live
We thank you so much for the gifts you give
Nikki Dale ‘94



5-18-2002
TO JOE MACK HILL-

EXCEPTIONAL MUSIC MAKER, INSPIRATIONAL TEACHER

IT IS WITH VERY MIXED EMOTIONS

THAT YOU ARE BEING HONORED TODAY-

HAPPY, FOR YOUR WELL-EARNED RETIREMENT,
SAD, YOU’RE PUTTING THE MAGICAL BATON AWAY!

THERE AREN’T VERY MANY TEACHERS

WHO CAN LEAVE SUCH A HISTORY BEHIND-

LIKE THE LEGACY OF ONE SPECIAL BAND INSTRUCTOR,
WHO INSPIRES BOTH THE HEART AND THE MIND.

PEOPLE LISTEN IN COMPLETE AMAZEMENT’

AT THE PROFESSIONAL MUSIC THEY HEAR,

COMING FROM INSTRUMENTS OF YOUNG AMATEURS-
SOME, HAVING PLAYED ONLY A YEAR.
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I WATCH AND LISTEN ENRAPTURED,

AS MY GRANDDAUGHTER PROUDLY PERFORMS HER AR
SHE CAN NOT ONLY PLAY MUSIC BEAUTIFULLY,

SHE PLAYS EAGERLY, WITH JOY IN HER HEART.

HOW WONDERFUL YOUR SATISFACTION WILL BE,

WHEN YOU REFLECT ON YOUR VAST OUT-REACHING,
OF THE THOUSANDS OF LIVES YOU'VE GREATLY ENRICHED,
WITH YOUR GIFT OF INSPIRATIONAL TEACHING!

OUR WORLD IS FILLED WITH BEAUTIFUL MUSIC,
AND PEOPLE, WITH GOALS THEY ARE ABLE TO FULFILL;
BECAUSE OF THE INFLUENCE OF A VERY GIFTED MAN-
MASTER TEACHER, VERY SPECIAL, JOE MACK HILL!

IN APPRECIATION AND WITH GRATITUDE,

RITA RASCO, GRANDMOTHER OF KRISTI HEBERT
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Maestro bids

i
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3 L 4 : ; Ronald W, Erdrich/Reporter-News
Madison Middle School Band Director Joe Hill moves his scooter in closer to get a better earful of his woodwind students’ music.




Madison Middle School music teacher retires after 27 years

By Jade Jackson
Reporter-News Staff Writer

Making music. Ruling the stage.
Loving the students.

These are a few of Joe Mack Hill’s
favorite things, and he will leave them
all behind when he retires as Madison

Middle School’s band ‘director on

; . Ronald W Erdnd\IRepoder News
Joe Mack Hill emphasues a note as he monitors the practice of
his advanced band at Madison Middle School.

Friday.

“They’re so fun to be around,” H1]l
said of his harmonious charges. “I'm
not young, but I don’t feel old because of
them.”

Hill, whose name has been synony-
mous with Madison band activities for
27 years, leaves a legion of disappointed
musically inclined students in his

v

FOND FAREWELL:

Music man retires
from middle school

wake.

“He’s fun and he makes everything
exciting,” said Meghan Bushek, an
eighth-grader who has taken band
under Hill for three years.

Toni Wright, 14, agrees. ,

“For (a band) contest, he wore this
shirt that said, ‘Watch, listen or die,” ”
said the bassoon-playing eighth-grader.

“It was really funny and it made us pay-
attention .... It's sad he has to stop now.”:
With all the mutual admiration and’
respect floating around, why leave?
“I'm old,” said Hill, 66, with a lift of’
the shoulders. “I've just done it a long
time.”

i

Please see MUSIC, Page 2AA

“Certain traditions
here need to be
carried on, but at the
same time, that
director needs to be
himself and do what
he’s comfortable
with.”

— Joe Mack Hill,
retiring band director

A wall of trophies to his back,
Hill seems a proud patriarch rul-
ing from the seat of his shiny red
scooter: The scooter is relatively
new, but Hill contracted the polio
that made it necessary when he
was just 17.

Don’t let the scooter fool you.

“I'm a taskmaster. I work ’em
hard,” Hill said in a voice diffi-
cult to imagine ever rising. “But I

~ feel T have a responsibility to get

them to achieve as much as they
Can.”

Overcoming his physical limi-
tations to become a demanding
maestro did not make Hill a pari-
ah to students but a source of
enlightenment, said Madison
principal Mac Hurley,

“It’s been more of an inspira-
tion for kids to see how he han-
dles his handicap than it has
been a true handicap,” said
Hurley, who has known Hill 22
years. “I've never heard him
express one word of frustration
over his handicap. Ever.”

For 43 of the past 44 years,
Hill’s life has revolved around
teaching band, something evi-
dent in the many Madison tradi-
tions he either established or
upheld.

" Hill said his best advice for the
next band director is to continue
such customs as the Bison
Burger Supper and the annual
spring banquet at the Abilene
Country Club — at his discre-
tion, of course.

“Certain traditions here need

" to be carried on,” Hill said. “But °

at the same time, that director
needs to be himself and do what
he’s comfortable with.”

And have a supportive spouse.
Hill said his wife, Karla, a

teacher who will retire this year
at 43 to spend time with him,
never missed a concert or a con-
test in 21 years of marriage.

“If supper burns because I get
home late, it’s OK,” said Hill, who

' has no particuilar post-retire-:
ment plans. “She understands
" that.” :

While he made sure his stu-
dents cultivated strong work
ethics, Hill ultimately wants to

© be remembered as their friend. If

sixth-grader Richard Cornish,
13, is any indication, that mission
was accomplished long ago and
required no prompting from Hill.

“I'm new here and he taught
me everything,” said the diminu-
tive, curly-haired clarinet player.
“He’s the best band director I
ever had.”







HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20515

LARRY COMBEST
19TH DiIsTRICT

R oprs August 8, 2002

Dear Mr. Hill:

I am most pleased to present this American flag which was flown over the
United States Capitol in honor of your teaching the children of Texas for 45
years, and on the occasion of Independence Day.

Our flag has a rich history, and I hope that it will serve as a reminder of
democracy around the world. Whenever I see it displayed before a home or
business, I know that there are fellow countrymen who share my feelings of
pride in all that our country stands for. I hope this flag will fly often and be a
patriotic reminder of the many freedoms found in this great land.

With best wishes.

Sinéercly,

A

e G R e

Mr. Joe Mack Hill




H@use- of Repr@sent&tW@S

I, STATE REPRESENTATIVE DAVID SWINFORD, DO HEREBY CERTIFY
‘THAT THIS TEXAS STATE FLAG WAS FLOWN OVER THE TEXAS STATE
CAPITOL IN HONOR OF;

THE RET[REMENT OF

JOE MACK HILL

45 YEARS OF SERVICE
TO THE CH[ILDREN OF TEXAS

PRESENTED JULY 4 2002
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STATE of TEXAS
HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES

P.O. BOX 2910 * AUSTIN, TEXAS 78768-2910
512-463-0718 ¢ 512-463-6244 (FAX)

BOB HUNTER

DISTRICT 71

May 30, 2002

Mr. Joe Mack Hill
4 Mission Hills
Abilene, TX 79606

Dear Mr. Hill:

It was good to read this feature article about your outstanding
career as a music teacher—the last 27 years as band director
at Madison Mlddle School

I know you have had a profound mﬂuence for good in the
lives of untold numbers of young people and you will be
deeply mxssed

Best wishes for many happy years ahead as you and your wife
begm anew phase in your hves

Enclosure




FLUTES
Nelson, Marilyn

Wiegman, Jeanne

CLARINETS
Boomer, Virginia
Conrad, Carolyn
Chauveaus, Steve
Hess, Charlene®
Hundley, David
McGowan, Jimmy
Obrecht, Paula
Wiegman, Kay
Woods, Nelldean®

BARITONES
Goodin, Dick
Heralson, Lester®

Morgan, Marvin

TUBA

PERSONNEL
CLAUDE. BANDS

Stephenson, Dickie Sam

President, Marilyn Nelson

BAND OFFICERS

Vice-President, Kay Wiegman

SAXOPHONES
Cagle, Gerald
Goodin, Jack

TROMBONES
Hood, Dale

Oles, James*
Sutton, Calvin
Thompson, Harold

CORNETS

Byard, Ruby
Conrad, Glenn
Crowell, Dorothy*
McGowan, Tommy

Thompson, Merlene®

PERCUSSICN
Byard, Russell
Chauveaux, Doug®
Mclntire, Jerry
Osborn, Tommy

Secretary, Glenn Conrad

#Cadet Band

Program




CLAUDE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

presents

THE CLAUDE MUSTANG BAND

Joe Mack Hill, Director

Marvin Morgan, Baritecne Soloist

with special guests

WEST TEXAS STATE COLLEGE TROMBONE QUARTET

2:30 P. M. -::- Sunday, March 16, 1958

Claude High School Auditorium

PROGRAM

I
Miss Liberty (March)..c.occcivevecereiiernnrerenerenneiennenns Karl King
Symphony No. 94 (Surprise).....ccc.cevverereervererrennens Joseph Haydn
Andante
Skyline SilROUEEEES.......ceurvreres vs ererrienririnssrsisiererseene e Bill Laas
Marvin Morgan
On the Street (March)...ocovveevierieriiivenieseesrenenenes Ted Mesang
Air for Band......ccoiviiinnncrc e Frank Erickson
IL.
Three Equali: c csvmimeminvesons Ludwig Van Beethover
Festival Preltide.. ssscsssisssmssssussmssssssuosssosseass G. F. McKay

Dean Foshee, W. O. Latson, Noel Mazwell, Dan Stallings

III.
When You wish Upon A Star...ccecveinieinnenn. Leigh Harline
No Name (Novelty) ...ccvueneee eSSBS SRS SIS S Ben Vitto

Our Heritage (March).....occvcevee vovveveins vevierevcveereeenen Karl King




STRATFORI

UBLIC SCHOOLS

PRESENT

‘A PUBLIC SCHOOL WEEK

PROGRAM

SMORGASBORD DINNER

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL BAND
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL BAND

DIRECTED BY JOE MACK HILL

VISITATION

MARCH 3, 1960 —— STRATFORD SCHOOL —— 5:00 TO 9:00 P. M.

PROGRAM

THE JUNIOR HIGH BAND

Concert MATCHL ..o e Fred Eager
TUPEWOTK IVIUSIC: .ovviivivvsimsseiimunsossasssmsmssseins isssamammesessssics George Frederick Handel
La Nuit (The Night) ... John Cacavas
AIN't We GOb FUINL .....oooeiiieccteceetces eecteeve e esre e eneere e esnesneens John Kenyon
b - o A 0 ) T oy — John Kenyon
EEE R
II.

THE SENIOR HIGH BAND

EANEASY . 10T MANA (oo ismmssrersmasysseessss iz s Frank Erickson
Prairie Reflections ... John Warrington
Prelude to Act V from the Opera “King Manfred” ............. Carl Reinecke
Canadian Sunsebt ..........cceeevieins Eddie Heywood Arr. John Warrington
EImira: (Concert MarCh) ...........ccccceeeerioreissseensisssssssiissiomssssisssssnniasss George Abbott
Highlights from “The Music Man” ...... Meridith Wilson Arr. Alfred Reed
Beguine Festival ... Glen Osser
Burst of "Trumpets (March) ..oosmmmisnammm s Harold Walters




THE MADISON BANDS |
present.

i THE ANNUAL SPRING CONCERT
Tuesday, May 14; 2002 B 8:00P. M Madlson Auditorium

:
q fj THE BEGINNER BAND
WI:Honor' Guar'd (Concer'f Mar'ch) o o Sk Jay Chattaway
‘Oxford Overture.. ... Pt R b & AR AL AR Anne McGinty
- The Lion Sleeps Tomghf .............. Ka ik .Arr'anged by Mike Story
Star Wars (Mcun Theme) i o s e Arranged by Carl Strommen
g / THE SEVENTH PERTOD BAND
oo Vil (Cancerr Maren De b ...1....%..Tohn Edmondson
_ Harrowgate Overture. .................... Ve, John Edmondson
« "Bach" to the Future........... NS RB AR Armnged by Jerry Williams
Phantom of the Opera (Mam Theme). .. ... Arranged by Paul Jennings
; Songs of America..... SRAK 4 APRS S AR AR A R Arranged by Lloyd Conley
' Amerlca Keller's American Hymn America The Beautiful
THE FOURTH PERIOD BAND
% John Wnlllams ‘Movie Advenfur*es L .Arr'anged by Michael Sweeney
i) Star Wars, Duel of the Fates, Jurassic Park, Theme from E.T.
-+ On A Hymnsong Of Phillip Blissii B iomai David Holsinger
~ Russian Folk Fantasy .......... S I AR ‘..... James Curnow
The Cowboys ............... John Wllhams Arranged by Jay Bocook
God OfiOur Fathers & e e s . Claude Smith
X LR Hymn by Geor‘ge Warren

(ngr for B_qnd Personne_l_)

PEDET N S



The EBig Barmd socuwrnd will socorm be bearyvd
Throcughout ocur city, state arnmnd mat ior.

The JjJets will carrmy & whole Cougar bherd
To, Rose Boawl lavid Tor & marching wacatior.

Amorg the Barmd?® s sSome S00 youtbths
More tham & third are BisSormn exXes,
Madisors byred anmd proud it?’s the tryuathi,
Glad tao be coumted the Best ot the Bestes.

The Cocper Barmd? s successtul seasconS,
Their selection as a Rose Bowld Bayvid ,
All stem Fraom ome abiding reasors —
So many were tbtrained by the master?’ s harnd.

Joe Mack Hill, the epitome of great,
The essermce of kimd, arm example of Tair,
He?” = touched mamny lives, affected their FTate,
Diverted strarmg wills by daring to care.

We hormor him mow with a tokern of love,
Owme that we hope will be a surprise.
Homored because whern push comes to shawve

This leader?’s bands are truly a pri=ze!

«

Le A-ocrm Friday and FPorts O Call,
Dismey fFfor Saturday. Studic o Surmday s
Naew Years Eve and Mediewval Times For &1 14
Fiwve miles of marching o Monday -

The Bamd FParernmts invite you, Mro Haill,
To be ocur guest at the Rose Farade,

T see the results of drill after dri1l1llil —
We warnt wou with us the rest of the way!

-Cathy Clement
April 28, 1989




THED R T e
% ; igh school Dea
rl;:lonnd band and-the._.Dumas “Juniozjg High school

d results from the efforts of band direc-.

TOP SCHOOL BAND TEAM ... .|

Directors Get Big Band Sound

‘The big sound of the

DNumas Demon Band
and the " junior high
school Imp band atfall
football halftimes or
at special band con-
certs that is always a
crowd - pleaser, re-
-sults from the efforts:
<f possibly the best
school band team in.-
the state, Dumas High'
band director Don

“For both Craig~ana

‘a year-around teach=

joes not come in the spring,"

P63

‘Hill, school is almost

ing assignment == both
are on 11 months duty,
In the fall, school
starts early, with get=-
ting the. Demon
marching band in trim
for the season's first
halftime show, Thed
“end of school for them

Cr
ralg and Junior High [, at the end of four to

“director Joe
LR S o

] A2 2K I

Mack

~ ‘The ‘third member
the team =-- and or‘l)ef
they consider indis=
pensable -~ i1s Mrs, R,
H. Moser, who works
;{vig; biothv bands and
] ndivid -
S, Tl s

[five weeks of summer band.

Both Craig and Hill have a
novel arrangement, ‘which
works out well aSievidenced
by the fionors hoth the Demon
and Imp bands haye,_ear_ned.

Working as a team, Craig

assisted by Hill the first
‘period of the school day. In

“turn, Hill directs the junior

ing as his assistant,

_side

‘erest, Green Acres, and the

‘heads the Demon band andis

“high band the sixth period
of the day, with Craig work=

e o il et
cts the Demon Band, while

%

nd Don Craig,. éfaig

At other perivdss of a nor-
mal - school day, Craig is
working -with beginners
bands -- all sixth graders
-~ at Sunset and Morning-
. schools  while Hill
works with bands at Hill-

Cacuus schooly’
. The music and teaching ca~
reers 'of ‘both Dumas band
| directors is nearly. parallel,
‘Both grew up in small fowns,
were interested in SpOrts

“attended and graduated from
West  Texas State Univer-
sity, and finally ended up
 teaching in thé Dumas School
teaching in the. Dumas

over >




“School district, :

“ Craig, however, is a na-
tive of Nebraska, who ‘“'went
to a small town school where
everyone did everything,’’

fooﬂ)éll, basketball, and
baseball,
“I went to West Texas State

-because of an uncle of mine,

Ray Schultz, who used to be
a teacher here,’’ recalls the
Demon Band director, ‘‘He
was stationed at Dalhart and

plains, “l decided to co,
Hill, on the other hand, is |on the basis of \sh:::el l?::\:

a native of the North Plains, about Dumas and [ f

Who grew up in Spearman, (I would enjoy teadhinge Ia:tt?l:
He began his band career Junior high,” explains Hill,
in e fourth grade, also Hill used one word to de-
| €hoosing the coronet ag the scribe his thoughts on teach-
instrument he wanted to ing -~ "“grear,'” '
play, o [ “But, it would be a ter-
The Imp band director was |rible Job for a person who
also interested in sportsand |didn’t like kids,"” he adds
played football and basket- The third member of the
ball until his junior year in school band team, Mrs, Mo-
high school, During the sum- ‘ser also doubles as an Eng-

mer he suffered a crippling |

attack of polio and was hos- high, with three classes of

ish teacher at Dumas Junior

at- Amarillo with the Air |pitalized at Plainview,

He " started in band as a| porce, and went to West
coronetist in the third grade

and  also managed to play

.Texas, He liked it -- and

I followed him,” Craig ex-

“The teachers atSpearman
would send 'my school as«
signments down to the spe-
cial education teacher

- started school in the hos-'

there,’”’  says Hill,. “We

‘freshmen English daily,

"I started working with Du-
mas band students in 1952
‘at the urging of my old-
est son, Dennis, who needed
a piano accompanist for his
tuba solo,”’ Mrs, Moser ex-

- pupil,”’ he adds,

. exams, R
. In spite of the illness, Hill
.} finished high school and was
valedictorjan of his class,
_ That same year, Hill and
Craig first met ‘and the two,
struck up an "acquaintance
“that later became a friend—
F B i S e

] “I first met Don when I
% was a high school senior,"
i Hill recalls, ‘'He was driv- '
1 ing a bus for the West Texas
%4 choir, and came to Spear=-'

| ticket taker, and we got ac-
quainted out in the hall

% adds, i et AL Gy T
. Craig, who graduated from
WT in' 1953, took his first
teaching assignment at
Armstrong  School, . Five
years later, he came to Du-
mas as junior high band di~
rector, a position he held
r seven years, , ' .
hree years ago, he SuC-
~ceeded Fred Carpentar  as
' director of the Demon Band,
- Under Craig, the Imp band:
~won. the University Inter-
& scholastic: League's coveted,
- Sweepstakes. award three
: ) ~ times, During: the 196768
/3 , ' % school year, the Demonband
: Sead : e T ST T gvon' that ‘same: award  for
HIRD MEMBER OF THE Dumas school band_ |the first time in its history,
am 1Is Mrs, R, H, Moser, shown working with | Cralg has a sharp, :to the
Dumas  Junior High school student, Mrs, gg%?;;'lg?gzu‘:l:e" askecilion.
'Ioser,‘ ‘who' has been a school teacher here | < lawn'g'“kgaﬁ “quv},u'ld i
ince 1949, is considered an indispensable MEeM= n't be in jr,” he séyé'sum:"
T of the school band teaching -team by di= imarizing his feelings, |
-ctors: Don Craig and Joe Mack ‘Hill, . | A 1958 graduate of West
=< . - | Texas State University, Hill

BTy o “r—

SLE

‘came here three'years. ago
| after eight: years of “being’
Jdirector " of the ' Stratford
High school Elk band, . -

~Under his direction, the
Imp band ‘has won the UIL
Sweepstakes award once,
and narrowly missed on an- !

Nthor neamaer,

(#§ ter Christmas that he re-
@/ turned to’ school, just two
i3 weeks before the semester |graduate work at Washing- |

‘pital == and I was the only plains,

. A native Texan, the band- [
Hill was released from the English teacher attended .
hospital = on  Thanksgiving '| Northwestern University in
~day, but' was still confined |Oklahoma, and earned her

AP to bed, It was not until afe { Master's degree -at Western

Colo. . She has done added

Mo,

in - the Oklaioma Panhandle
Mrs, Moser, who was a voice
teacher, also became a basd
‘teacher, .

‘“Fhat was during World
War II, and schools over
the area were short of teach~
ers -~ especially for mus-
ic,”’ she says, ‘'l now work

| with individual students,’”
man for a concert.’l was/a. Mrs, Moser adds.
. Both Craig and Hill pay’

~special tribute to Mrs, Mo-

! during the concert,’” he | ser for the work she does

with band  students at both
the junior high and high
"achool, 4k i, i

“'Without her efforts and
‘the time she spends with

‘each student, the Dumas’

‘High band and the Duma$
~junior high band would not
have these fine school band

. musjcians,’’ thev say,

State College, Gunnison, |,

/| ton  University, St, Louis, |.

While working as a teacher. |




tor at Madison Junior High

years of teaching at a recep-
tion Monday in the school

years have been at Madison.

The reception will be hosted
by the Madison Band Parents
organization. Former stu-
dents, parents of former stu-
dents and friends of Hill are
invited to attend, said Sally
Orsini, band parent.

Activities will begin at 5:45
p.m. with the annual Bison
Burger cookout, a fundraising
event for the band. Tickets
are $2.50 and include barbe-
cued hamburgers, dessert and
drink

At 7:30 p.m. the Madison
band, composed of about 250
students, will perform a con-
cert in the patio area. The re-
ception for Hill will follow the
concert.

Hill, a native of the Texas
Panhandle, attended West
Texas State University from
which he received his bache-
lor's degree of music educa-
tion and master of arts
degree. He was president of
the university band and Psi
Band Fraternity. He also was
first recipient of the Out-
standing Bandsman Award.

He began teaching at Strat-
ford, serving as band director

Madison Middle School photo
Madison Middle School orchestra director Linda Bratton, left, prin-
cipal Mac Hurley and band directory Joe Mack Hill display the first
place trophies following Madison’s UIL Sweekstakes win.

Madison earns Sweepstakes

The band and orchestra at
Madison Middle School are the
2001-2002 University Interschol-
astic League Sweepstakes win-
ners in concert and sight-read-
ing. Both won first place in the
UIL Region 2 contests in Abilene.

The UIL band contest took
place April 5 at Cooper High

School, and was hosted by
Cooper’s Terri Harkey. On April,
the Orchestra UIL contest took
place at Abilene High School,
hosted by Paul Walker.

The band director at Madison
is Joe Mach Hill. The Madison
orchestra is under the direction
of Linda Bratton.

‘Stratford
Coneert Set

‘STRATFORD, ‘March '1' = A
Smorgashord - dinner served
from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. Thurs-
day in the Stratford school cafe-
teria will be followed by a con-
cert presented’ by the. Senior
.and Junior High School Bands.
The concert will begin at 7:30
p.m. in- the -school auditorium.

Feature numbers -on the "pro-
gram will include “La Nuit™ by
John Cacavas + and “Fgework
Music” by George Frederic Han-
*del, both performed bytthe Jl;n-
i igch Band. “Fantasy 1or
l}ggnc;{' gby- Frank Erickson, !‘El-
mira®, ~a concert march by
George -Abbott, and “prelude to
Act 'V from the Opera ‘King Man-
fred"”’ by-Carl-Reineck will .be
presented by the Senior High
School Band. $125

ickets for'the dinner are 1.
fox? l(i:uiultS'and $.75 for cmldren.

Proceeds will- be used to hel,p

tinance - the high -.school band’s

trip to" the Tri-state Music Festi-
val held May ‘4 “through 7 1n

Enid, .Okla. There is no charge
for admission’ to the " concert.

Madison Band Leader
Is Honoree Monday

Joe Mack Hill, band direc-
School, will be honored for 25 [

patio area. Nine of those |

3

JOE MACK HILL
...Madison band director

for grades 5-12 from 1958-1966.
He then went to Dumas Jun-
ior High where he was band
director until 1974. He taught
distributive education at
Dumas High School until 1975.
Since 1975 he has been band
di_re:tor at Madison Junior

His professional associations
include Texas Music Educa- |
tors Association, Texas State |
Teachers Association and Phi
Beta Mu Band Directors Fra-
ternity. He and his wife Karla |
are active members of First
Christian Church. ‘



THE MOORE COUNTY NEWS-PRESS, DUMAS, TEXAS

Dumas Junior high band built on

By GENIE LEE TIPTON

This year’s Dumas junior
high school band, 114 strong,
promises to be one of the best
the junior high has produced
and the reason could lie par-
tially in the willingness shown
by so many students to do
more than their share of the
hard work involved. Director
Joe Mack Hill has ‘instilled a
feeling of pride in the students
which adds extra incentive to
giving a good performance
each time they appear.

“We have no major disci-
pline problems,”’ declares Hill,
and he goes on to say, ‘‘every-
one is doing a good job and has
the school pride it takes to
make a gocd orzanization. We
have some hard working
youngsters and some good

leadership in the band.”

" One group of students cited
by Hill are the band officers,
who for the first year include a
president and four representa-

tives rather than regular of-"

ficers. )
Rodney Strickland, ninth
grade son of Mr, and Mrs. Eual
Strickland, is president of the
band and he has a boy and girl
from both the eighth and ninth
grade to work with him.
Representing the ninth
grade are Lynette Miller and
Dennis Collie while Terri Hed-
rick and Flint DeShazo were

L e A : £
EATURED TWIRLERS of

much of the spark for the crack unit. Officers
Terri Hedrick, Flint DeShazo, Dennis Collie and Lynette Miller, Twirlers are foir

chosen by the eighth grade as
their spokesmen.

Another pair of students who
have put in extra time and
effort toward band improve-
ment is the drum major and
her assistant, both in the ninth
grade. As in high school, the
marching junior high band
looks to these pace setters for
its field directions.

OFFICERS AND F

Kathy Lewis, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Lewis, is
the drum major for the junior
high band and says that she
plans to try for the coveted
spot in high school when she is
eligible. d

The assistant drum major,
Steve Ramos, is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Anasstacio Ramos.

Both were selected in tryouts

the Dumas junior high band provide
at left and I-r are Rodney Strickland,

by an out-of-town judge near
the end of last year’s school
term. ’

Also selected in the tryouts
were five twirlers, three from

_the eighth grade and two from
- the ninth, Bekki McCormick

and Lynette Miller, who were
twirlers last year.

These five, one boy and four
girls, spend an hour and 30

young ladies and one young man, I-r, L,
Cormick, Cheryl Dickey and Randy Rollins.

pride, work, leadership

minutes in practice together
each day after school besides
taking private lessons indivi-
dually. Each has several

- medals to show for the many

hours of practice. The twirlers
are required to take both solos
and an ensemble to the UIL
contest and some will also be
playing their band instruments
in competition there.

Randy Rollins, the 14 year
old son of Mr. and Mrs. Sandy
Rollins, is the only male
twirler and has won the state
championship in his class for
two years and been runner-up
once.

Cheryl Dickey, daughter cf
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B.
Dickey, and Terri Warton,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Don

arA

ynette Miller, Terri Warton, Bekki Mec-

NEWS - PRESS STAFF PHOTO

Warton, are the other two
eighth grade twirlers while
Lynette Miller, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Miller,
and Bekki McCormick, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Larry McCormick, are in the
ninth grada,

Both Lynette and Bekki plan
to try for high school twirling
positions as sophomores next

3 . year while the others say they

will strive to maintain their
spots in front of the junior high
band.
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Bedflord Christian Church
May 16, 2002

Mr. Joe Mack Hill
4 Mission Hills
Abilene, TX 79606

Dear Mr. Hill,

On behalf of all of your former students who live too far away to come back for your retirement
reception, I want o thank you for your years of service and wish you a “Happy Retirement!”

I’m writing this letter because 1 couldn’t seem to find just the right card for the occasion. All the
retirement cards [ saw seemed stupid; they scemed to be aimed at people who were just “putting
in their time” until retirement and freedom. You’ve done so much more than that.

I thought about a “congratulations” card — congratulating you on faithful service and a job well
done . . . and even for hanging in there when the System turned nasty and it was hard to enjoy. |
also though about a sympathy card, because there is always some loss involved in leaving
something which has been such a big part of your life as has been Madison Jr. High/Middle
School. Then I thought perhaps I should send the sympathy card to all those poor kids who
won’t get to have you as a Band Director. They are really missing out.

[learned so much from four years in your classes. I'm thinking of things like self-confidence,
teamwork, and leadership — not just the B-flat scale. I stayed in school and I survived until
graduation because of Band. I also learned to love music, and for ycars I wanted to be a band
director (or maybe Georg Solti!) because of your example. Belter yet, I learned to learn —
cnough to teach myself to be one of the best trumpet players in Trimble County, Kentucky. (OK
so they say this just isn’t a musical county!) I still think I lollowed your example, because your
teaching was ministry (o so many young people.

[ thank you for sharing your gifts with all of us. Enjoy your well-carned retirement!
Sincerely,

Qe

Gail Davidson
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I sa// can’t call you Joe Mack after. ail these /ears. You7/ a/ways bel ]

Mr. Hill to me, my favorite teacher of ail time. I can't begin to tell . 4 §

‘you what an'limpact you have had on niy lite. I've been told that -

“there are a few defining’ maments and a few pivotal people that

' ;‘%

“inspiration “to_me as ‘a‘teacher.’’.. Because of your. caring - and

" shape your life. T have to tell you 'that you were one of the pivotal -~
pecple in mine. Your love for music and Seciication to your students -
inspired me at a very yaung age to p.reve @ career in band.

always say without hﬁ/cabon ?'Jumov H/ah When'they give ‘me

.that funny"Yeah.right”. Iook, I Imow that they did not have a "Mr. §;

" Hill” for a“band director.’ Jhey “must noé have had a director lhat

.worked with them until pm. everynlghf and had to take them home - \i %

to get rid of them. - Their director miust not have given them'a.
moutfiplece because the one they had v:z; so bad," He also must not
A have allowed them to come "bug” him at home any time day or
night.-. He. must not have Gred so much for his students that he

i me/som/ /vrbandklds thatdon't

‘ you “for being my ‘favorite teacher of a// Ume., Bu
more importantly, I want to"thank you for continuing to be a

- dedication to us, the studens of b‘;e Durinas Junior High, you set a
great example for-me to lbl/ow. T oniy hiope that some day my

studentsm//lookuptvmel/kelabyou My goal as a band directog )

“ /s not to have the greatest band, or win the mast awards. Greal™

* bands come and go. My goal has, always been and always will be to ':_

- help shape the lives af the Iads d1at I teach. My goa/ Is to be

Usomeanes “Mr. H//l

 You wil defimtelybemlssedby the youth of Abilene. But[am
- positive that the lessons, Ieamed in Jour bandhall will be s - .

May 7, 2002

Dear Joe Mack, R

Wow! Can it be time for you to retire? That isn't possible. because only yesterday we were all in
your Junior High Band in Dumas, and staying after school sooooo long every day that you
gathered all of us up in the back of your Ranchero (?). and took everyone home, one by one. |
know we drove you crazy, practicing our band music after school - some days we would have
enough kids there to have a full rehearsal, just playing through our music! Then came Marching
Band, All-Region, Solo and Ensemble Contests, trying our hardest for Sweepstakes, and great
times at Band Camp! All of this while enduring braces on my teeth, and the most awkward social
time of my life! And yes, it was the best! I have the fondest memories of those days. And you
were my absolute favorite teacher of all!

[ was a reluctant Horn player - do you remember? | wanted to play the oboe. (I heard it in
elementary music class listening to Peter and the Woll.) And then Mr. Craig talked me into
trumpet. because we already had one, and then you guys ganged up on me and talked me into
Horn - which I have never regretted! I think I was finally convinced when you took us to WTSU
for the meetings of the French Horn Club. 1 had to learn to keep up with those college students!
And Mr. Haraden ---- all those lessons from him, and later from Tony Brittin at Tech. Do you
remember taking me to Tech Band Camp? And how about sharing your TBA vacation with me
and some other kids who had to tag along? And isn’t it amazing after all these years, that |
bought Mr. Haraden’s Conn 8D? And even stranger still is that I have played beside another
former student or two of yours (at my church) since coming to Abilene.

You always believed in your students, encouraged us to do better, listened to thousands of wrong
notes, and only called us “dumb bunnies” when we absolutely deserved the title. (Which, of
course, was always the trombone players sitting behind me - never, ever my section!)

Congratulations on your retirement! [ pray for blessings for you and Karla as you start this new
time in your lives together. You are both very special people, and loved by so many ---- me

“included!!

Happy Retirement!!

Jan (Miller) Riddlespurger
Dumas Class of 1975
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You Jl%ver(](tww

Vou tiever lnow when someonc
tay catch a dream Srom you.
Youl tever Kuow when a litile word
Or something you may do
tay open up the windotws
Of 4 muind that secks the light --
The way you live tnay nof matter at all ,
Dut yqou tever brow -~ it nuight -

nd gust in case it could e

hat anothers [ife, thvough ion,
Might pa.oibly change for'the beller
With d broader and brighter view,
T¢ seems it ight be worth a tey
Zr pointing the way to the tioht ——

f coursey it tmay tiot mattey at all ,

But then again -- it 1111_'911&',

_Helen Qouise Jiprslell
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N Hill,

Cowsmfu\aﬁons on \Jovr wonderful Qa,, lw,l)a,

C/Meor.'. You have touched o mony [IVES.
T o 50 foctunate o have had Yyov a5 My

middle schoo( band divector for tuee
Neoxrs. You instilled in me a love for

music whicke T will tarry with me for
the vest o€ my lite. T was 5o prepared
for the cooper band becavse 0F YoU.

Thank you for always peing there tor

me,. L pppreciatfe in LOVE,
Cinnamorc Hodggs Y,
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Dear Mr. Hill,
I can't believe you are retiring!!
You were and always will be the best
band director that I have ever had in my,
1 entire life!! Ya know...I have a favorite 1
memory of you?? I remember when I

was in 7" and 8" grade, and when you

el
Gy

got angry, man, I m

ean you got angry. You had accidentally thrown |
your baton at the students!! You didn’t mean too, but that was just toog
funny!! I'm sure going to miss seeing you every chance I get. I'm goingsi
to miss listening hear you tell me that I'm doing something wrong!! Bu,
most of all, I will miss you just all together!! You are wonderful Mr. Hill'

and don’t you let anyone else tell you otherwise. I LOVE YA MR. HILL, |

AND I WILL MISS YOU!!

Love,
Kristel Alexander, clarinetist of the Awesome Cooper Band, and

graduation student of the Madison Middle School Band



M. Hill
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CAMERON SMITH
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Hope your retirement
is as fulfilling and rewarding
as the carcer you made so successful.

Enjoy your happiness —it's so well deserved!
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Mr. Hill:

Just wanted to thank you for your time you have spent with the middle school kids. We
know that you have made a huge impact on our daughter and her ability to play. Your patience
with the kids shows and at every concert we went to we were amazed at how far they had come.

We have to admit when Staci first started band we wondered if she would enjoy it and if it
would last. We et her know from the very beginning that she would have to work harder than

any other child there. We were not sure that her being hearing impaired would have any effect

on her playing or not.
You did not treat her any differently than any other child there and encouraged them all

to do the best they could. This was very important to her to not be different and not to stand

out. You lct her know from the beginning that she could do this as well‘as any other student.

She is a confident player and strives to achieve her highest level. We believe without that

‘encouragement and paticnce, Staci would not be the kind of player she is today.

rlb We arc so proud of her and the fact that she is a freshman in Honors band. In fact out
of the 7 freshman students in Honors Band at Cooper there are 5 students that were from

Madison." You give your students respect and expect them to do their best and we belicve that

this shows us all that they are still all working for you. :
We hope that you enjoy your retirement! We know that the band at Madison will miss

Wt you and your leadership. Madison Band will not be the same without you. Thank you for being
there to teach Staci and all the countless students to playl ‘
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Dear Mr. Hill, . v
o he found a place to belong. He says that you treated them as adults and not

| want you to know how much John and | appreciate all you havep A
done for Jordan this year. Band has been an incredibly positive
experience and we know that it was due to your leadership.

When Josh came to Madison (Junior High) for the first time and joined your band,
children. Their goal was to please you and they developed great respect for you.

l J " I hated for Jordan to start Middle School in the 6th grade. I always thought that

. Jordan would come home quoting you often — always words of .

" encouragement. With as many students as you have, we were so even 7th was too early.

e impressed that you would take the time to coach and convince her
at she was doing well. Your words are gospel to these kids!

But she immediately found a home in your band and loved every minute, especially

' We look forward to working with you in the next couple of years. you.
. '\l?ease feel free to call on us when you need parent help.
ARELL ~

§

?'..'3,‘["?0"5 again for a great year, \ The above will explain why you have meant so much to our family. We hate to
A
X

}/’\/‘Nf} Kﬂ/\/\&j let you go but we wish you all of the happiness in the world.

Jennifer Raney . .
Ginny and Pete Johnson

(parents of Josh Johnson and grandparents of

Congl‘olulgtlonb‘

2, Jordan Raney)
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n the words of the great theologian, Forrest

i,
AR Gump,
\ "Life is like a box of chocolates. You never
0 know what you are going to get." I was sure
lucky to "get" you! Thanks for a great year!

. - S ‘ . | 2 Jordan Rane,
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2 Hanking you

for all you've done—

and thanking God for you!
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Dear Mr. Hill,

Hey! Tow’s it going? Sounds

like you are looking forward (o the

retired life! Well, you will be very

missed by all of those whom you have

touched, including me. I don’t think |

ever would have gotten so into band if
it weren’t for your words ol ¢ncouragement and
influcnce. You made band so much fun for everyone,
You gave ceveryone a chance to excel and grow with
your teaching. I still remember the smile that you had
cvery time I did something good. That’s what helped
mc through the hard times of learning, and the rewards
arc obvious. All-state was an incredible experience
and you are the one that I thank for that. I could have
never gotten so far without you. My brother will miss
you as well.  Hopefully they pick someone good to
lake your place, although I don’t think someone like
you is replaccable. I can think of very few people who
have not been touched by you in some way. Well, 1
hope you cnjoy retirement and all the fun times that it
brings. Be carcful in all that you do and I look forward
to hcaring about all the fun you're having with your

time off. Thank you!

Cloytor Smith
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