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MR. CONRAD "PROF" JOHNSON

PHI BETA MU
HALL OF FAME
INDUCTION CEREMONY
AT THE
TEXAS BANDMASTERS
ASSOCIATION







Honors and
Awards



In October 1997, the Houston Independent School
District hosted a tribute to Conrad for his service
to HISD and to music education. The event was

held in the Wortham Theater, Houston, and
featured a performance by Kashmere High School
Alumni as well as Conrad's current orchestra.
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Left to right: HISD board members Esta Campos and Carol Galloway, HISD
Superintendent Dr. Rod Paige, Conrad, Board members Paula Arnold and
Attorney Clyde Lemon.
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Left to right: Channel 2 News anchor Linda Lorell, Eleanor Huckaby (HISD
Community Relations), Conrad, and reporter Vernell Jessie.




Jim Londreth (HISD Media Services) mterviews Conrad.




Conrad directs the Kashmere Alumni Stage Band.



Other Awards

Conrad has earned many awards for setvice to
music education. Here we list a few...

- National Association of Jazz Educators
Humanitarian Award, presented at the 20"
Annual NAJE Convention, Dallas, 1985

- Presentation of plaque for Blue Ribbon Rice
Battle of the Bands Chairmanship

- Presentation of "Thanks'" from Kashmere High
School for 40 years of service.



Presented to

CONRAD
JOHNSON

Twelth Annual NAJE Convention
DALLAS FW AIRPORT
1985

HUMANITARIAN AWARD

THIS HONOR CAN ONLY BE PRESENTED TO A PERSON WHO, OVER
THE PAST TWENTY OR MORE YEARS, HAS EVIDENCED IN THEIR
EFFORTS TO PERPETUATE JAZZ, THE FOUR ELEMENTS OF HUMANISM,

DEDICATION NON-PREJUDICE ALTRUISM LOVE

NATIONAL %ﬁOCIATION (0) .JAZZ EDUCA TORS




Executive producer for the Blue Ribbon Battle of the Bands is Conrad O. Johnson,
the former director of the prize-winning music department at Kashmere High School,




CONRAD JOHNSON

THANK YOU FOR 40 YEARS OF INSPIRATION

e KASHMERE HIGH SCHOOL
ADMINISTRATION & FACULTY
e KASHMERE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
e KASHMERE PARENT

TEACHER ASSOCIATION
“TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE™

20
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The C]
Ligature

Conrad holds a patent on the "CJ Ligature" and
the "CJ Tone Plate". Grover Washington sung the
praises of the devices, and even President Clinton

received ligatures personally from Conrad!




C. J. LIGATURE AND C. J. TONE PLATE

THUMB SCREW
C.J. LIGATURE WITH C. J. TONE PLATE

C. J. TONE PLATE

C.J. TONE PLATE
C. J. TONE PLATE

STANDARD LIGATURE
WITH C. J. TONE PLATE

GROOVES TO FIT C. J. TONE PLATE

GIVE US A CALL TODAY FOR MORE DETAILS School Discount
for 10 or more!

Name 3 DESCRI.PTION PRICE
[] — C. J. Ligature® with C. J. Tone «..$40.00 =
Address l:late“ for BY clarinet and Eb al-
o saxophone
: : E] —— Standard ligature with C. J. Tone ...$16.00 *
C'ty/State/Z'p Plate’ for all clarinets and saxo-
phones
Phone ( ) [] ___ C. J. Tone Plate® for all clari- ...$10.50*

nets and saxophones

Card # Exp. Date

*Plus $4.50 shipping and handling. (Write for shipping info outside continental U.S.) TX residents add 6% tax.
O Check [0 Money Order (] Visa/MC U.S funds only — Made in America
Conrad Johnson Music Publications, 2414 Rosewood, Houston, TX 77004, (713) 528-0728




PRES RELEASE For more information:
For immediate release! Conrad Johnson

(713) 528-0728
August 22, 1988

TO ALL MEDIA:

RE: FAMOUS MUSICIAN AND JAZZ EDUCATOR GIVES AWAY TRADE
SECRETS: THE C, J. LIGATURE™ AND THE C. J. TONE PLATE™

One of the most revolutionary new products for clarinet and saxophone to be introduced on the
American market is the reed vibrating concept of the C. J. LIGATURE™ and the C. J. TONE
PLATE™., The Ligature and Tone Plate, as designed by internationally known musician and jazz
educator, Conrad Johnson, practically double the vibrations of the reed on any single reed
instrument.

Johnson says, "The Tone Plate is used as a divider between the reed and the ligature and it is built
to increase the vibrations of the reed." The placement and structure of the Tone Plate make the
single reed instruments easier to play. After more than 35 years experience of playing single reed
instruments, Johnson has designed a ligature, with one large thumb screw at the top, that tightens
both sides evenly and the grooves at the bottom of the ligature are made to fit the Tone Plate.
Because of more vibrations and better control at the mouthpiece, the clarinets and saxophones are
easier to tune and have better intonation, blend and balance during a performance. Johnson is the
founder and former director of the world renowned Kashmere High School Stage Band that
traveled and performed throughout the United States, Europe and Japan.

The C. J. LIGATURE™ and the C. J. TONE PLATE™ are manufactured by Conrad Johnson
Music Publications, 2414 Rosewood, Houston, Texas 77004. They are available as follows:

1. C.J. LIGATURE™ with C. J. TONE PLATE™

2. Standard ligature with C. J. TONE PLATE™

3. C.J. TONE PLATE™ (only) for all single reed instruments with standard ligature.
All three of these units permit the reed to vibrate freely.

At present twenty school band programs throughout Houston, San Antonio and Corpus Christi,
Texas are using the C. J. LIGATURE™ and the C. J. TONE PLATE™ with excellent success.

Available for clinics by appointment. Call Conrad Johnson: (713) 528-0728.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Maxch 5, 1998

PERSONAT,

Mr. Conrad Johnson
2414 Rosewood
Houston, Texas 77004
Dear Conrad:

Thank you so much for the personalized
ligatures. It was kind of you to remember
me with such a thoughtful gift. I enjoyed
my recent visit to Houston very much and am
grateful for the warm welcome I received.

Hillary joins me in sending best wishes.

Sincerely, N




Letters of
Appreciation




BOARD OF EDUCATION
HOUSTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

3830 RICHMOND AVENUE
HousTonN, TEXAS 77027
(713) 823-5451

W. E. (Bill) Harwell Ernest B. McGowen

President Assistant Secretary
Mrs, Marquis L. (Blue) Alexander, Jr. Louis A. Harris
Vice-President William S. Holland
Tarrant Fendley Ray A. Morrison
Secretary

July 24, 1978

Mr, Conrad O, Johnson
2414 Rosewood
Houston, Texas 7700k

Dear Mr, Johnson:

The Board of Education extends best wishes to you upon your
retirement from the Houston schools. You are to be commended
for your years of service to the welfare of our youth, and you
leave an enviable record for those who follow.

The members of the Board of Education join your many friends

and colleagues in expressing appreciation for your valuable

contribution to education. The enclosed Certificate of Merit

is intended as a reminder of the esteem in which you are held.

For your pleasure in continuing your contacts with the Houston

Independent School District, we are also enclosing a lifetime

pass which will admit you to any district function.

May you enjoy good health and happiness in the years ahead.

Sincerely yours,

“1:4'24kA._;KE#-*J;Uc4qy¢¢JZ—1._

William E. Harwell

WEH:vh

Enclosures




Houston Independent School District

3830 RICHMOND AVENUE ¢ HOUSTON, TEXAS 77027
AREA CODE (713) 623-5011

September 9, 1974

Conrad Johnson

Kashmere High School

6900 Wieyvale

Houston Texas 77028 §

Dear Conrad,

Thank you so much for helping with the inservice session
on Wed. 28th, you are highly respected by the band directors

in the district and by sharing ideas and practices that have
been successful for you, your're helping others.

Thanks, also, for calling some of your students together to help
demonstrate. I realize it took a special effort at that time of
year.

"Stage Band Music is Serious Business" is very well done - you
can feel proud. The Kashmere Stage Band has received national
recognition - due to your tremendous efforts. They provide
some of the finest public relations that H.I.S.D. has.

Good Luck and Best Wishes for a successful year.

Very sincerely yours,




HOUSTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

HousToN, Texas

May 6, 197,

Henry L. Stevenson, Jr,

PRINCIPAL

Kashmere Senior High

SCHOOL

6900 Wileyvale 77028

ADDRESS S

Mr. Conrad 0. Johnson
6900 Wileyvale
Hw%m,%ms7%%

Dear Conrad:

There are no adjectives that could describe what you have done and
meant to Kashmere over the past seventeen years. I guess that I
MWamWs&htMtquthIiﬂtﬂmemhﬂemmwtw
gether so long. But T would like to personally congratulate you

and thank you for all of the honors, awards, tropies and Prestige that
you have brought to Kashmere over the years. This year is no different
from all the others.

Your talents, hard work, and interest put Kashmere on the World map.
You have brought so many honors to this school that T would have to
be a computer to name them. The State, Country, and world realizes
Kashmere is here because of you. You have beeithe Spark Plugs in
making Kashmere truly number one.,

I am very proud to be associated with a person as talented and
dedicated as you,

Sincerely, . )
J//;?ié%;3%?L;F?i;izéizizz;&ifﬁzﬂﬁ

enr, Stevenson, Jr,




TEXAS CHAPTER

RNATION

PERSONNEL IN EMPLOYMENT SECURITY
P. 0, Box 1320
Houston, Texas 77001
May 6, 1974

Mr, Conrad O, Johnson
Director, Kashmere Stage Band
241/ Rosewood

Houston, Texas 77004

Dear Mr, Johnson:

On behalf of the membership of the International Association of
Personnel in Employment Security, I would like to once again
express our sincere thanks for such a lovely evening of music
at our State Convention April 20, 1974.

Your stage band certainly lives up to it's reputation as the
"finest", I am amazed at the versatility of your students -

you should be quite proud and I know you are,

Again I thank you and I hope we will be able to have you and
the band at one of our functions in the future.

Sincere

Charleéan M, Jazkgbn
ocal Arrangements Chairman

IAPES State Convention - 1974




ALBERT S. JoHNSTON HiGH ScHOOL
OFFICE OF THE DEAN
1112 StiLEs RoAD
AusTIN, TEXAS 78721

April 25, 1974

Kashmere High School

Kashmere Hizh School

7 Mr. Conrad Johnson, Director
Houston, Texas

Dear Mr, Johnson and members of Keshmere Sta.e Band:

The students and faculty of Albert Sidney Johnston High School wish
to express their sincere appreciation for your being guest at our school
and for the tremendous presenteztions you gave.

It is very seldom that ycu will find a group of young high school
students as wonderful and as talented as your studente In the Kashmere
Stere Band. (e hope that you enjoyed your visit with us as much as we

enjoyed having you here.

Ve reslize that a group as popular and as busy as you are must have
a constantly crowded schedule, azd we thank you for taking out time to ve
vith us. Whenever you are in Austin again, remember that the doors of
Albert Sidney Johnston are always oven to you. Again may we say thank-
YOoUe

Cordially yours,
Students of Johnston

plicihy Duds

Dorothy H. OUrebo
Dean of Girls
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April 9, 1374

Mr, Conrad 0. Johnson
2414 Rosewood
Houston, Texas 77004

Dear Conrad,

I just wanted to drop you a line and tell you wheat a pleasurs
1t was to meet you at the M.E.N.C. Convention in Ansheim,

It was a complete gas to hear your exciting Kashmere Staze Band.
Tney were too much! Please tell all the people for me how wmuch

I enjoyed their performance. I look forwsrd to seeing you and your
associates at the N.4.M.1. show in Houston in June,

Keep Swingin!
Phil Hulsey

west Coast Sules iManager
Slingerland Drum Company

e

v

SUPERIOR DRUMMERS INSTRUMENTS
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B 1201 SIXTEENTH STREET NORTHWEST B WASHINGTON, D. C. 200386 “all““al c““lerenﬂe

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
) Address. reply-to:
JACK E. SCHAEFFER
September 7, 1973 Seattle Public Schools

815 Fourth Avenue North
Seattle, Washington 98109

Mr. Conrad 0. Johnson
Kashmere Stage Band
Kashmere High School
2414 Rosewood
Houston, TX 77004

Dear Mr. Johnson:

Recommendations of the screening committees for performance groups at the
MENC Convention in Anaheim, March 22-26, 1974, have been made. I am pleased
to extend an invitation to you and the Kashmere Stage Band to perform during
the Convention.

At a later date you will receive notification of the specific date, hour and
location for your performance. Appropriate forms will be sent to you from
the MENC headquarters office in relation to facility requirements, housing
arrangements and program copy.

Please return the enclosed acceptance forms immediately to Gene Morlan and
to me. I congratulate you on being selected and look forward to hearing
your performance in Anaheim.

With best personal regards,

D T

Jack E. Schaeffer, Preside
Music Educators National Conference

JES:bm
Enclosures

cc: J. W. King, Jr.

a2}

N | OFFICIAL MAGAZINE: MUSIC EDUCATORS JOURNAL [l




usic Department

Sam Houston State University
Huntsville, Texas 77340
FISHER A. TULL - Director

February 13, 1974

Mr, Conrad Johnson -
Kashmere High School
6900 Wileyvale
Houston, TX 77028

Dear Conrad:

I want to express my congratulations to you and your students

for being awarded first place in class AAAA at our 17th Annual
Stage Band Festival, Please extend my highest regards to the

members of your stage band for this accomplishment.,

We hope to have you back next year,

&

Yours truly,

('Af,?

A e \{"i‘vﬂl“ r((’wff

4 3

F. A, Tull, Director
Department of Music

cd




m".._HOUSTON INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

GLENN FLETCHER, GENEAAL BUPRRINTENDENT

3830 RicuMOND AVENUE

HousTton, Texas 77027
February 5, 1970 L

47

"WOODROW WATTS
* DAPUTY BUPERINTANDENT
© - SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Mr, George E. Haynes, Principal
Kashmere Senior High School
6900 Wileyvale

Houston, Texas 77028

Dear Mr. Haynes:

I wish to congratulate you and the Kashmere Senior
ngh School on being selected as the honor band for the annual
meeting of the Texas Music Educators Association in Dallas, Texas,
To be selected for this important engagement indicates that you have
an outstanding performing group.

Please express my congratulations to the band director
and members of the Kashmere band for meriting this honor,

Sincerely yours,

#7 B
A JPVY; / # L

9 " Woodrow Watts
Deputy Superintendent
Sccondary Schools
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Certificates of
Appreciation




National Foundation for Advancement in the Arts

presents this Teacher Recognition Certificate to

Mr. Conrad Jobnson

in appreciation for encouraging and supporting students who have been
recognized for their exceptional artistic achievements in the

1997-98 Arts Recognition and Talent Search program

o e

William F. Reeder, President
National Foundation for Advancement in the Arts
Miami, Florida




NATIONAL

FOUNDATION FOR

ADVANCEMENT IN THE

ARTS

N F A A

INATIONAL
HEADQUARTERS

800 BRICKELL AVENUE
Miami, FL 33131
PH: (305) 377-1140

FAX: (305) 377-1149

April, 1998

Dear Teacher in the Arts,

On behalf of the National Foundation for Advancement in the Arts (NFAA), please
accept my heartfelt congratulations for being identified by the 1998 ARTS (Arts
Recognition and Talent Search) Awardees(s) on the attached list as one of two
teachers who have had the most significant influence on his/her artistic
development. We applaud you for your inspiration in a young artist’s life and are
pleased to enclose a certificate in your honor.

Since we rely entirely on information provided by applicants in their own
handwriting on the ARTS application forms, please let us know if there are any
mistakes in your listing.

This year’s 355 Awardees were selected from a total national applicant pool of
over 8,100. This places your student(s) in the top 4.51% of all the applicants.
Since this is such a remarkable achievement, NFAA will notify your student(s)’
high school principal of their ARTS award and the teachers they named. We
encourage each principal to arrange an appropriate gathering in recognition of the
student(s)’ award and to help spread the word about ARTS for this year’s Junior
Class. We invite you to contact the principal and perhaps offer your help in
coordinating an assembly or similar event. It would be wonderful if you could
speak briefly at such an occasion.

Also, we want you to know about NFAA’s Coca-Cola Foundation Distinguished
Teachers in the Arts program. Please see the attached information for more details
and a list of the 1998 Distinguished Teachers in the Arts.

Although you may have already received your 1998-99 ARTS announcement and
manual, I have enclosed another, just in case. Please feel free to duplicate the
application form on pages 9 and 10, and distribute it to your 11th grade students
and their teachers. Please encourage students to call our toll-free number 1-800-
970-ARTS, if they have questions about the ARTS program or would like to
receive applications directly.

We look forward to your leadership in motivating 11" grade students who will
graduate in 1999 to participate in next year’s ARTS program. Early applications
are due on June 1* and final postmark deadline is October 1, 1998. In the
meantime, we applaud you for the outstanding work you do on behalf of nurturing
the talents of these fine young artists.

Sincerely,

William Reeder
President

Enclosures
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR ADVANCEMENT IN THE ARTS

1998 ARTS RECOGNITION AND TALENT SEARCH

Mr. Conrad Johnson

Teacher Named by the Following ARTS ‘98 Awardees for having had the

Most Significant Influence on their Artistic Development

Student Art Form ARTS Award Level

Walter Smith, III Jazz / Saxophone Level I



s

kR

"""" 7.."“*-..\ g - :
/‘ .4“'_"""\\\ \ ‘."/ - .
o N\‘N = o \\ - ard B
.t ~. L . e
\\ . ~ N . L~ e
bt ~ TN : : =" s
. \ X . o Sw
< © N AN Y 4 )
L 27 N, “ L
. A N . S
4 Ay \ E
.// N . N \
4 aroatt N o o e
: - s . " (o .
O o ) 5 \ s PO S P
-

s et - 2 \\ e e

g T ORROR Pt e s i

~ - ~ -

o I L s S

The Muslc E_du'cators National Conference

extends appreci;a__tibn to
KASHMERE HIGH iS_CHOOL
for participation :of
THE STAGE BANb |
in the program of g
THE soumﬁggnim" bIVISION BIENNIAL CONVENTION
and comme:nds’t%ﬁé' group for excellence

in musical performance

1.

March 23, 1973




The St

House: Of 'Repesentati\}es'
Certlflcate Of Cltatlon

REPRESENTATIVE SENFRONIA THOMPSON’ |
The House of Representatives extends to
?éébﬂnav’JounsaN PR, .;‘*'59-’ |

5

fonr outAtand&ng ach.ce,uemenu in the 64_0,&{ of. muau: and
deuouon to deuetop.cng the mus Leal ta!.ent 04 young peopze‘

3

sincere cong ratulatlons and directs the presentatnon
of thlS Certnﬁcate of Cltatlon |
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National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund

1998 Certificate of Appreciation
Mryr. Conrad Johnson
of

Houston, Texas

fhornoring those stain i the lne of duty by supportipg their

C raud/ Aprit 1, 1998

Craig V&loyd, Chairman Date

“Tt is not how these officers died that made them heroes - it is how they lived.”

AT AT

szl
¥

61ET6]




The Senate of The State of T@x&s

SENATE PROCLAMATION NO. 610

. WHEREAS‘ The Senate of Texas is proud to recognize the
great "jazz musician Conrad Johnson, who is being honored by the
Houston Independent School District on October 10, 1997; and

4 WHEREAS,; The Houston community will be saluting the
legendary jazz musician and the Kashmere Stage Band at an
event at the Wortham Center in the Cullen Theater; and

WHEREAS, Band Director of the Kashmere Stage Band for 21
years, Conrad Johnson led the group in competition 46 times and
won first place 42 times, a record still unequaled; and

WHEREAS, The renowned Kashmere Stage Band toured Europe,
Japan, and the United States, and it produced seven albums; and

WHEREAS, An internationally known band director, Mr. Johnson
has written many original compositions, hundreds of musical
arrangements, and three books; and

WHEREAS, A native Texan, Mr. Johnson traveled with
many big bands of the swing era; a graduate of Wiley College,
he opened the new band program at Kashmere Gardens High School
in 1957; and

WHEREAS, Retiring from the school district in 1978,
Conrad Johnson is still active in the field of big bands
and jazz; and

WHEREAS, The purpose of the performance in October is to
acknowledge the outstanding Kashmere program, to preserve the rich
jazz heritage of the Houston Independent School District, and to
" celebrate the legacy of Conrad Johnson; now, therefore, be it

PROCLAIMED, That the Senate of the State of Texas hereby
commend and applaud the noted jazz musician Conrad Johnson and
the Kashmere Stage Band and wish them continued success in the
future; and, be it further

PROCLAIMED, That a copy of this Proclamation be prepared as
an expression of the high regard and esteem of the Texas Senate.

Member,kTexas Senate

I hereby certify that the \\
above Proclamation was adopted. ———

a

Secretary of the fSenate




The State of Texas
House Of
Representatives

CERTIFICATE OF CITATION

Extending our most sincere
congrulations, we
proudly present this certificate to

Myr. Conrad Johnson

As a formal gesture of appreciation
for your participation in
The Martin Luther King,Jr. Parade ‘95

I join The MLK Parade Foundation, Inc in a salute, to you
for your efforts, as a participant
in the historic celebration of Dr King’s Birthday.
You stand as an image maker,
who by verture of your cooperation and positive directed spirit of
energy promoted the philosophy of Dr King, in that
you stood for peace, love, unity and a hope
for a better quality of life for the “peoples” of the world;
and the Houston Texas Community, when you paraded
as a “Drum Major” for these positive and traditional values.

By verture of the authority vested, in me as a sitting member , of
The Texas House of Representatives,
I hereunto set my hand, and execute this
Certificate Of Citation in recognition and in honor of
our dedicated service,
that has benefited all the people

Thank you for your unselfish caring service to Texas and your community!

o (8,

Ron Wilson

State Representative
Legislative District One Hundred and Thirty One
Houston, Texas

May 20, 1995




Certificate of
Appreciation

DOWNTOWN
HOUSTON
4TH OF JULY

CELEBRATION

to:

Mr. Conrad Johnson

In appreciation for outstanding participation and service
with the Houston Chamber of Commerce Civic Affairs
Committee, the City of Houston Parks and Recreation
Department, and the Harris County Heritage Society in
providing public enjoyment in Downtown parks and
facilities on this auspicious traditional natjonal holiday.

/7 [/{ -
A e o5

Chairman, Downtown Houston Celebration Project

Chairman, Civic Affairs Committee 5;

July,1974
(date)




To: _CONRAD JOHNSON - BLACK RAIN AND JoY, INC.

For exceptional service to the Bicentennial Summer Festival, Houston’s official
salute to America’s Two-Hundredth Birthday, July2-3.4,1976

A

Emil Karam, Co-Ghairman
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R.E, (Scott)__'% 4
Houston Ameriear ‘R
Bicentennial Coft *ﬂ :

“* Charles T. Lansdén, . =
‘Houston Cham!'jggof Commerce
AT & &

George W. Lanier R
Houston Parks & Recreation Dept.




HHOUSTON CEANVMEER of OOMMZEIRCE
Chartered by the Republic of Texas 1840
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BUILDING

P. O. BOX 53600 + HOUSTON, TEXAS 77052
TELEPHONE 227-5111, AREA CODE 713 <& RS R e

August 9, 1974

TO: MR. CONRAD JOHNSON

FROM: RITA Z. ESTES, DOWNTOWN HOUSTON 4TH OF JULY PROJECT CHAIRMAN

JUST TO SAY "THANK YOU". . . seems so inadequate to express the true.
appreciation of the Houston Chamber of Commerce Civic Affairs Committee,
the Harris County Heritage Society, the Houston Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment and myself for your contributions toward the success of our 1974
Downtown Houston Fourth of July Celebration.

APPROXTMATELY 10,000 PEOPLE ATTENDED the day-long celebration, with most
interest expressed in the activities at Sam Houston and Allen's Landing
Parks. Bearing this in mind, emphasis next year probably will be concen-
trated on these locations, with perhaps some special exhibits at the Albert
Thomas Space Hall of Fame and the old Cotton Exchange Building, which were
also popular spots this year. More activity on the bayou and a bigger
light-music show (created by Jim Allison) will be attempted for 1975.
Entertainment and activities will be planned for Sam Houston Park from

1 to 5 p.m., and at Allen's Landing Park from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m., we
believe. Also, bigger creative arts exhibits will be a goal for 1975.

WE HOPE YOU'LL JOIN US NEXT YEAR in the presentation of an even bigger
and better July 4 celebration for the citizens and visitors of Houston,
and we would appreciate receiving any suggestions or comments you might
have for the improvement of the holiday activity.

AGAIN, "THANK YOU", and please accept the enclosed Certificate of Appreciation
as a gesture on our part to indicate the importance which we attach to your
- participation in this civic activity. .
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%2 HOUSE OF REPR ESENTATIVES
E ﬂ\-‘é%r' . from the desk of

Senfroﬁia Thompson
June 18, 1993

The House of Representatives
joins with me in cdngratulating
you for the fine work you are

doing in the Houston community,

Senfronia Thompson
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The Kashmere Stage
Band and Their
Activities




Two highlights of the Kashmere Stage Band
activities were a tour of Europe in summer 1973,
and a tour of Japan in summer, 1975, The band

received accolades everywhere they traveled,
Many of the Letters of Appreciation are from
admiring fans who attended concerts in Europe.
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“OPERATION EUROPE" .
KASHMERE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL STAGE BAND

Oftf To Europe

Under the Direction of Mr. Conrad Johnson

APPRECIATION LETTER

Dear Patrons,
We wish to express our profound appreciation to the many, many citizens of Houston
and the southwest region for their generous contributions and help during our recent fund

raising effort. We are very proud to announce that the boys and girls who comprise the
Kashmere High School Stage Band will be able to represent Houston and the Southwestern

part of the United States in the International Music Festival Inc. in August.
The group is scheduled to leave for Europe on August 2, 1973. The itinerary-will be as

follows:
August 2 — Depart from hometown via
airline connection to John F.
Kennedy Airport. Board Sabe-
na Airline 747 jet for Brussels.

August 3 — Arrive in Brussels. First con-
cert appearance that evening
at Louvain. '

August 4 — Leave for Paris France — Late
afternoon, leave for Chantilly
for second concert appear-
ance.

August 5 — Day at leisure.

August 6 — Visit Brussels, capitol of Bel-
gium and seat of the Common
Market. Visits to old town and
modern Brussels, features the
Palace, Atomium, Common
Market, and other points of
interest.

August 9 — Full day trip to Germany. Visit
Aachen which was the scene
of the coronation of many
medieval German Kings.

E)

August 10 — Day at leisure.
August 11 — Depart by bus and cross the
. Dutch border to Breda. Last

concert in a modern setting

in a 1,800 capacity concert
hall.

August 12 — Day at leisure.

August. 13 — Full day tour of Bruge and
Gent.

August 14 — Day at leisure.

August 15 — Last day to take i'l"gose pic-
tures of the many people we
have met and exchange ad-

dresses with so we can stay

R e

August 7 — Day at leisure. in touch, or relax.
August 8 — Leave for the charming sea-
side resort fown of DeHaan.
Evening concert.

‘August 16 — Transferred to. airport for -
flight home. 4

We feel wonderfully blessed to be Ameyicun citizens and particularly fortunate fo re-
side in the southwestern part of this great nation. The various business enterprises, fraterni< -

|

B

H

B

|

&

B

|

|

= ties, sororities, social and charity organizations, churches, schools, communications media
and individuals contributing their time, money and effort to assist this excellent group of:
B young musicians are so very typical of the wonderful people who live in this area. |
H We cannot tell you how thrilled the stage band members are to have this opportunity
I totravel and to share their talents with others. For them, it is more than a dream come true.,
B )‘/.Vevure“indeed certain that they will represent themselves, their school, community and na-,
ion well. : : A i e ey
= We will report fo you upon our return. Again, “a million ‘thanks' to eve;ryc;ne!

' Sincerely, - ; | : |

= Henry L. Stevenson, Jr., Principal
B KASHMERE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL i o
] “Conrad O. Johnson, Band Director - =~~~ 7 ;
B Members of the Kashmere Band Parents’ Organization, i
B Earl Middleton, Chairman S e i
Ba
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Band
Works to Keep

| '}'vi?:l(ash_m(__ér:e

Trumpeteers (I to r) Kevin

PN - music at Jeppeson Stadium, .

BY GAYLE REAVES -
Chronicle Staff

watched them win.contests and delight audiences all over Texas
" =and-in some other states, too—with ‘their jazz. music,

““But now he’s afraid he’s going to see_his ba:;d sit home this
- Summer, when they ‘_qould be in Europe trading soqnds wm!
v o ? e, ok
He's worried becausé by the end of last ,egfg, the band was
still $12,000 short of the funds it needs to make thetrip-to
Europe, where they’ve been invited by "the “‘mayor of Louyain;’
Belgium, t6 take part in a series of ‘concerts in an international
“Youth Jazz Fest. 3 ik Hoe  2EE
. : The deadline for raising the money is Juiy 2‘0.‘. )
" ‘The goal is $35,000, of which almost $22,000"has already been
raised. The invitation was only received May 14, so there hasn’t
_been much time to plan the drive and carry it out. :

Photos by Greg Srith, Chronicle Staff . .ﬂ‘. : The band raised $3500 at a Jeppesen Stadium concert last
Band leader Conrad Johnson: ' “Stage band music- s Week and an all-day radiothon netted $10;000. T

serious music.” He’s been professionall involved ‘with___ It lasted from 8 a.m. to 7 that night. People just kept driving
azz_music since he was 16 years o!d.l © 7.+ s <dn all day to donate,” the band leader said of the radiothton.

e drive,

McDovvell, Abel Sabala; John

FOR 15 years Conrad Johnson has buiit_, shaped and'dlrectéd._ ;
the award-winning bands at Kashmere HighSchool. He's -

music-lovers there. "~ - : PG T =

-He's proud of the way both blacks and whites in Houston have




Mr. Conread Johnscn.

From "Het Lasdste Nieuws", Tuesday, August 7,1973

ACERICAN JAZZ AND 1000 YOUNG PEOFLE IN LOUVAIN TOWN PARK

At 3 P.ii. stray visitors of the Louvain park were certainly surprised
when they were overwhelmed by the Jazzy sounds of an American band.
The jazz lovers had been informed of the event long ago and they hnew
that Sunday would be thedir day! floreover there was no charge for ad-
mission which made it all the more attractive to youngsters returning
from the holidays with an empty purse.

Six bands coming from various American states provided an agreeable
afterncon; as a matter of fact they could count upon the spontaneous
response of an audience clapping it4s hands on the rhythmical tones
of modern jazz orchestrations. The Kennewick band, from Washington,
scored a great success with Richard Harris's "Mac Arthur Park", a song
which related to the atmosphere of the towm park. This added some "cou-
leur local" to the crowd of young people.

A few moments later the Kent Meredian formation, Wash., was cheered

to the echo; this group gained lots of first prizes on various festi-

vals in the States. |

It was however the Kashmere band that stole the show this jazz after- ;

noon. Some 30 very talented black students, actually the most famous

jazz band of the States, produced a sound that was perfection itself. r

Adaptations of Shaft - "Ain't no sunshine" and "The first time ever

I saw your face" - scored a great success. When conducting his own

composition - "The head wiggle" - Conrad Johnson succeeded in making

people clap their hands and stomp their feet.

This conductor defines the music of his band as a marriage between

Jazz and rock; the same definition may be applied to the compositions
! of other bands as well. He particularly emphasizes the versatility of

the band. That is why this Texas ensemble, apart from having a fair

command of its instruments, is very good at singing and dancing.
In America an optional hour has been introduced into the curriculum:

in the evening, those taking classes in music will play to themselves

R TR Y EY RN YR M T L
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TEXAS A&I UNIVERSI'I_‘Y

KINGSBVILLE, TEXAS 78363

DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC ertembor 6, 1973

Honorable Dolph Briscoe
- Governor of the State of Texas
. Capital Bullding _ ST ¢ iy als 7
Austin, Texas 78711

~ Dear Govenor Briscoes , - “\\i 4. ¥ om

My colleague, Dr, John Carrfco of the University of Nevada,

- . and 1, served as directors of a stage band concert tour of -
. Europé T August, In which Kashmere High 8chool of Houston
._‘was among the six participants, .- = . . = i - .o

.. - 5

- 2 Ty = s
Py

R

-a
BRI Sy TN =

k"am award “that-Mrs, 8riscoe-and yourself wey ARG TLEpBe . T Inax
-who hefped make” this- trip possible:ifor the: Houston youngsters.
~28§c;ﬁg§fot;thjo”fgét.fliaMQanx'anutc’ﬂtk!iﬁﬂﬂiﬂ[tyzyOU“that:': 5;ﬁ
: - Athe’Ka:hmﬁtigﬂlghﬁachool-8tagim8and}nﬁddnﬁfﬁéggdt&fcapabt0>;*i*“;“’
r“;:»%ufvx356lrectlon“df;ﬁr;JConrad-Johnaon,,(ltera!tyzﬁtookﬁEu?ope DY . aEh oen
‘ M',A-\Aﬁetorm.'afheyfuerc the finest goodewi |t ambassadors that the PR e
: ‘qreat state of Texss ever had, :Wherever they played-in Europe, . -
they were thrifiingly recefved with standfng ovatfons by the -
European audfences, Of the six participating groups, It was :
always the ®"Texae Band®™ that captured the dil?ght and fancy
of listeners as wet) as befng the feature mttraction of radio
"and television broadcasts. I know you would have been proud to
have witnessed the {mpact these students made on thefr curopean
audiences, w, ! o S _ :

BRI |

‘Thank you far your. fnterest and encouragement -of the young people -
-of Texas, X O o T

Cordlal'y,.

R et ) : ’,~ﬂ : T
e : YN : o
: 3 . 5 : v
s g = < =

ﬂ;’,,:; ) /‘ ae pi‘l L;’Be] 'amh, C‘onductor 'f_ R s .‘ .o | “ e : s ’;A S

- Unfversity Bands i ‘
= " FT . P f" &
_7-:’ “‘ .
3 <




Faustin Kagame Louvain-la Neuve, 11/15/1973

260/9 Rue des Wallons ) (Belgium)

B-P-187, Louvain-la-Neuve

1348, Ottignies )

Belgium To Mr. Dolph Briscoe
Governor of Texas

Sir,

At the beginning of Auéust, we' 'had the pleasure of hearing the

Kashmere Stage Band from Houston. Even though it has been more

than two months since they left, my recollection of them is still

quite vivid. As I am an African student of Geological Sciences at

the Catholic University of Louvain, I am extremely interested in the
music of blues and jazz, and I was thrilled by the talent of these young
.amateur musicians, many of whom became my friends. I couldn't help

but write to thank you for making their tour of Europe possible.

Please accept the expression of my deep respect.

Faustin Kagame
Student




OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
STATE CAPITOL
DO e CoF AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711

March 4, 1974

Mr. Faustin Kagame

360/9 Rue des Wallons

B-P-187, Louvain-laeNeuve

1348, Ottingnies ’
. Belgium

Dear Mr. Kagame:

Thank you for your thoughtful letter concerning the Kashmere
Stage Band from Houston.

It is always a pleasure to receive a letter of appreciation

such as yours and I am forwarding a copy of your letter to
the Kashmere High School so they may know of your feel-

ings.

Thank you for taking the time to write and express your
interest in the Kashmere Stage Band.

Govgfnor of Texas

DB:ndR

cc: Kashmere High School




_tour of Japan, summer, 1975
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The Kashmere Stage Band gives an impromptu performance at the Music Educators National
Conference, Anaheim, CA, 1973
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Trumpet clinic with Carlton McBeth at Kashmere High School




The Kashmere Stage Band performing at the Music Educators National Conference,
Anaheim, CA, 1973
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By RICK MITCHELL
Houston Cvoncie

Jazz saxophonist Conrad Johns
+ " “
;«u nl,:;‘ Denison some .:modd ¥ 14
ceived an offer to join the well| 2 .
Hmﬂ:m Orchestra uﬁ, the n];ld“m Koy Bighitn
I had a wife and two Kids. and I'd j i
had Is. ust signed a
"I":‘ ,\&r}m\lmu on a new job.” Jnl{ll.\un ur{\‘:ull:
uﬂ it down. I could have been one of thase
people you read about in those magazines. ‘cause 1
played as well as anybody. o
'!Sul»l stayed \fvilh the children, and I'm glad I did."
Erskine Hawkins® loss turned out to be the Houston
lll;k:)('l'ldcnl School District’s gain.
ohnson. who was born in Victoria and v up i
eW Ul
;?:us!up. returned to the Bayou City to l"ﬁ?l‘l nuﬂilxl-‘
! e was the band director al ' ke o \\'ushiuglun-
sl(l‘;::ofschngl for 11 years and at Kashmere High
chy | for 22 years before his niirement in 1978
; vrught, HISD will honor Johnson — or “Prol,” as
,":.llb' own Lo his friends and tiner students —
r_l‘ h a tribute in the Cullen Auditorium at Wortham
t:ﬂe'n Two big bands will play, including a Kash-
:gcl..n;l.gu(rinr;: m:mon band, put together by local doc-
Suund.’ uckett, and Johnson's own Big Blue
Channel 2 news anchor Linda Lorel|
. i 1eWs elle and Houstol
school superintender e wi o
gehoo superintendent Rod Paige will co-host the
“We want to recognize his-dedicati
We cation
several generations of students,” ‘l‘n‘:l‘)“i::'(kl:
:‘\;lnlmus coordinator Vernell Jessie. “This is a way
r the community and the district to say thank you
IU's going to be a marvelous evening”™ o
Johnson comes from a family of educators. His fa

See JOHNSON on Page 3D.

@

Saxophonist

Johnson will

be honored by

HISD for his

teaching and

dedication

ST

Johnson

Continued from Page 1D.

ther., Charles B. Johnson, was the
first band director at Jack Yates High
School. His sister, Sue Tankersley,
also taught for more than 30 years
in HISD.

Tankersley's:daughter, Ivalyn
Patterson, is principal at Rhoades El-
ementary School. on's son, Ron
Johnson, was formciiy principal at
Yates High Scho! an? now directs

the district’s Caiv . ...C Technology
Education depz”” 1t
But as dedicated as he is to teach-

ing, music was Johnson's first call-

calls.

"Whenitgotﬂmem.i(vrasa(oy.
That really shook me.”

Still, Johnson figured out a way to
make notes on the toy sax and began
to make up meketes 1 wasn't long
bufore hus fat'e Jum @ neal
strument.

“From that lui 1. | was hooked
as a musician,”’ oo NS

After graduaung from Wiley Col-
lege. Juhnson took a teaching job in
the tiny Fast Texas lown of Karnack.
He aisu drove students on the bus to
and from school.

He'll never forget the time he was

coming down & long hill in the rain
and the brakes went out on the bus.
At the bottom of the hill. a truck was
stuck in the muddy clay tracks. He
waited as long as he could before
swerving the bus hard to the right,
then back to the left

To Johnson's eternal relief, the bus
didn't o over the side of the road
nndeolstedloasmpl.lueenmeslal;

er.
4] was praying and thankful,”
Johnson says. “Net on the
said a word the . qnheway.m
were all scaec: - oeath. I still i

about that al! (7 e
After he re: . ..cd to Houston,
Johnson took a job teaching En,

‘and music at Booker T. Washington.
Butitwasau(ashmeremmhemany

and arrangements.

Johnson attributes his success as
a band leader to his ability to impart
the feeling of jazz as well as the form.

“They didat baow much of any
thing about = whea I came W
them hes. 7 had to teach them
not only Lo reau HUSIC, but to express
the language ol jazz in their phrasing,

“We might not have had the read-
ers like they had in some of those
other bands. but they had the expres-
sion. That's what made them differ-
ent. Duke Elington, Fletcher Hend-

erson. Count Bu:.e, that's what 1
grew up on. And that's what 1 gave
to the kids.”

Johnson's tenure at Kashmere
spanned the era of school integra-
tion. He says judges at national con-

5 JCY i ot

Charles. 17+ - Flora, All still live | =
in the Houston area.

Since his retirement from HISD.
Johnson has remained active both as
a band leader and as an educator.
Big Blue Sound. Johnson's big band.

tests were o
award the first-place trophy toa band
from a black school, and so they
would declare a tie between Kash-
mere and the best band from a pre-
dominantly white school.

] remember one time we went to
a contest in Mohile. Ala. We had the
best , but we ran up
on that sar.e ' thing.

“We pla:. 1 Lvery Day I Have the
Blues and All Praises, one of our ori-
ginal arrangements. The judges
couldn't believe it. They brought a tie
bemaenusmdaschwlﬁwnColm

rado.

“ told them, ‘I came down here to
win or lose. if 1 didnt win, 1 don't
want that trophy. But if T won i, 1
want it.' They went back and deliber-
ated for an hour. Kashmere won.
Those kids from Colorado, they had
a good band. but it's the interpreta-
tion that counts.”

For all the years he taught school

in Houston. Johnson also led his own

azz. bad ars e docal clubs He
MCRCG i.ou Kawls. Roy
Hamiite  Tahnny Hartman and
Johnny Ne ., among others.

~A lot of times I'd get to bed at 3
am. and get up al 6 am. o go o
work.” he says

With his late wife. Birdie, Johnson
raised four chiidren. Conrad Jr.,

is composed of current and former
students as well as other local musi-
cians.

In addition to private lessons and
clinics, Johnson leaches every year
at the Summer Jazz Workshop. a

Houston event by another
of his former - ‘vrients, Bubbha Tho-
mas.

Johnsor. 1 written three educa-
tional bous «itG is working on his au-
jography. He's also patented his
own ligature, the device that holds -
the reed to the mouthpiece of a horn.

His invention has a thin rail that
ketiﬂsuwreed(mm touching the rest
of the ligatume ™= device been
endorsed by vl NOWN saxophonist
Grover Washington Jr.

“]t provides 75 percent more vibra-
tion. which gives a player more con-
trol.” Johnson says.

Like its inventor, the C.J. Ligature
is a certified American original.
Johnsm never did make it into those
hational ez magazines, but HISD
will be lucky 1 find another Prof ke
this me.

Tribue 15 Conrad Johnson

Whee: Cullen Theater in Wortham
Center 500 Texas Ave.

Whes: 7:30 torught

Ticksts: $25. $50. $100. 713-892-
6770




SATURDAY NIGHT DANCE

GRAND BALLROOM, ASTROWORLD HOTEL,

MARCH 18, 1972
9:00 p.m. - 1:00 a.m.

FREE
Ice and Set-ups
Chips and Dips

Ed Gerlach s |5 - piece band -- Houston Finest -- They re back from
Fnday nlght s Banquet - They re that GOOD.

Ed Gerlach

$5.50 per person

15 - piece Kashmere Senior High

‘Band -- A show in themselves --

You'd rather watch than dance!

s

Conrad Johnson

- Winner of the Benny— Goodman
award at Sarm Houston State Col-.
fege, Sharpstown Stage Band Fes--

tival in Houston, and the Direc-
tor's award at St. Mary's Univer-
sity State Band Festival in San
Antonio, as well as trophy holder
in a bevy of other competitions.
The band has appeared on TV in
the Houston area and has per-
formed throughout the state of
Texas.
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NOTES FROM AUSTIN: South by Southwest brings top musical talent together — D-2

TUESDAY, March 23, 1993

STYLE

BY RANDALL PATTERSON
OF THE HOUSTON POST STAFF

in 1931, officials at Jack Yates
High School found their first
o band director in a ragtime player of
the trumpet and flute.

Charles B. Johnson was a man of
patience who preached persistence,
and he passed his love of jazz to his
students and to his five children.
Perhaps the lesson took strongest
hold in his second child. Conrad.

In that first band at Yates, under
the direction of his father. Conrad
Johnson became a sax player whose
music was good enough to carry
him away. Several years later, after
his reputation had spread, one of the
hottest bands in the country asked
Johnson for a meeting at the train
station. The Erskine Hawkins Band
was passing through on its way to
Chicago. Would Johnson climb
aboard? No, he replied, he would

not.

“I would have been one of the
names you read about if I had
gone,” Johnson said, “but I made
my decision right there in the sta-
tion to be an educator. I had a new

IN THE LITTLE city of Houston

MAn

Band director
sets tempo
to inspire
generations
of young
performers

Jazz
musician
and former
band
director
Conrad
Johnson,
right,
rehearses
with his
band, The
Big Blue
Sound.

Adrees Latit/The Houston Post

job and a family and the war was
going on, and it was not a good time
to leave.”

Almost 50 years have passed
since the train pulled away, and
Johnson has yet to regret that he
walched it go. Like his father, he be-
came a high-school band director
and though he retired 15 years ago,
his influence on music continues Lo
grow. He still teaches about 30 stu-
dents a week, and the three books he
wrole on music education are still
being used throughout the country.
With Bubbha Thomas, Johnson con-
tinues to direct the Summer Jazz
Workshop at the University of St
Thomas. His work has affected even
the instrument itself: Johnson in-
vented and is trying to market a
new clamp to hold the reed on the
saxophone.

Little known as a performer,
Johnson's reach as an educator ex-
tends now to every corner of the
country and into the work of such
musicians as Alva Thomas, Ro-
seanna Vitro and Sebastian Whitta-

ker.
“Most of the sax players who

Please see MUSICIAN, D-2

MUSICIAN: Band leader trades stardom to mold young minds

From D-1

come out of Houston come
through Conrad,” said Bubbha
Thomas. a jazz musician and for-
mer student. “He’s a giant of a
man. He's influenced everyone.”

He began at Yates High School,
where his father taught, where he
taught and where his son, Ronald,
is now principal. This Friday,
Conrad Johnson will return to
Yates to show a new generation
the beauty of jazz. With his band,
The Big Blue Sound, Johnson will
perform before the student body,
and then he will lead a jazz class
for the school’s advanced music
students.

His appearance concludes an
annual six-week educational
project on the 1920s, sponsored
by Young Audiences of Houston.
Johnson was chosen to partici-
pate in the Jazz Age project two
years ago because he's “sort of a
jazz hero," said Elizabeth Wood,
spokeswoman for Young Audi-
ences. At a different high school
last year, students began dancing
in the aisles when they heard the
sounds of The Big Blue Sound.

“We were very surprised,” said
Wood. “This is the rap genera-
tion, you know, but the kids real-
ly went crazy.”

He will not reveal his age, but
after 37 years, Johnson retired
fiom public schools in 1978. In
the Third Ward, he still gives pri-
vate lessons in the studio behind
his home. One day last week. the
two chairs before the music

stand were empty, and Johnson
was sitting on the couch trying to
recall the music in his life. The
telephone rang. It was a group
wishing to schedule a date to hon-
or him. The telephone rang

again. An old student wanted to
tell him about her recent success.

“Now you're smoking.” the
teacher said. “Now you're smok-
ing.”

In the late 1930s, Johnson
graduated from Wiley College on
a music scholarship and spent the
following summer in a traveling
band. He was the smallest in the
band, and so he rode atop the
equipment, but traveling was un-
comfortable mostly because it
was a black band in the South in
the 1930s. They*had difficulty
finding places to stop. Service
stations refused them gasoline.

But on those tours, Johnson
earned his reputation as a player,
which helped him find a job as a
teacher. He was a high-school
band director in Karnach and
Denison for five years before he
was summoned back to Yates.
Johnson's predecessor had been
drafted into World War I1. and
when he returned a year later,
Johnson moved on to Houston's
Booker T. Washington High
School, and after 11 years, finally
to Kashimere Senior High.

Year alter year, he built a
school band. but the principals
wouldn’t allow him to prove the
bands on the road. Not until
George Haynes became principal
of Kashmere were Johnson and

his band allowed to travel.

“And that’s when all hell broke
loose,” Johnson said. “George
Haynes heard us play and said, 'I
want everyone to hear this."
That’s when everything started
to happen.”

Haynes authorized the pur-
chase of a bus. Band members
sold recordings to buy uniforms.
The Kashmere High Stage Band
traveled all over the country and
over the ocean to Europe and Ja-
pan. It went to 46 festivals and
won first place in 42.

“Conrad had this charisma
that made kids want to learn,”
Haynes recalled. “It’s difficult to
inspire a student to succeed when
they see so little success around
them. But the kids saw Conrad's
success, and they just rallied
around him. Kids from all across
town wanted to come to Kash-
mere. He was the first magnet
program in Houston.”

He arrived early and stayed
late. Johnson showed an interest
in his students. His talents as a
composer made the Kashmere
band original. Johnson wrote 90
percent of the band’s arrange-
ments. When students began ask-
ing him for nickels and dimes, he
wrole a song about it — “Kash
Register” — that the band re-
corded on one of its eight albums.

“1 put all my energy into those
children.” he said. “They were
virgins when they came to me

Johnson and his wife, Birdie.
had four children and he made
sure that each became a member

of his school band. Though none
went on to careers in music, they
all learned their father's “con-
cept of hving.”

"My class was not only a music
lesson.” Johnson said. “I was
teaching people how to live. The
band is a community. just like
the Third Ward. No matter what
you do, you've got to respect oth-
er people’s desires and ideas and
property. I put a lot of time into
teaching that. and most of my
guys turned out to be good men.”

In the hours in between every-
thing else, Conrad Johnson still
plays the saxophone. He plays at
weddings and social clubs, and
the people who dance before him
may love the music but may not
know his name. Not to worry: To
the far places his students have
gone, his name has been carried.

“You'll bump into his students
wherever you go,” said Haynes.
*“The first thing they ask is, ‘How
is Prof?" Many have gone much
further than they might have if
they hadn’t met Prof "

Back in his studio, Conrad
Johnson laid an old record of the
Kashmere Band on the turntable.
Wagging his head and clicking his
fingers, he listened to the music
of children now grown. He's writ-
ing his life storv. he said and
when the mo made. these old
songs will be the theme music
“Now this is very pretly —
‘Willow Weep For Me ™ he said
“Does that sound like high-school
Kids to you” Ain't 4 one in there
over 17, and I tramed them all.”
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WINNERS AT the Blue Ribbon Jazz Bowl: From leftto  Portis, director of Madison Senior High, the cutstanding
right: Conrad_J'ohnson, Blue Ribbon Jazz Bowl; Dr; Larry Band of the Festival; and Artice Cboy Vaughn, Blue Rib- =~
Ridley, judge of the festival and chairman of the jazz  bon Jazz Bowl RS

school at thg_e:ﬁs/Livingston College in New Jersey§'_Erwin_ -
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Houston Blues Reunion

Theatre One Rotunda at Central College
Houston Community College System, Houston, Texas

James Fraher, photographer
Dr. Roger Wood, coordinator

January 3, 1998

© James Fraher 1998




Compositions
and
Publications

Conrad has published three books on stage band
and instrumental technique, two of which are
shown here. In addition, he has published many
original compositions under Conrad Johnson
Music Publications. These include...

Midnight patio Lost Love
Lockwood Drive Depart and Start
It Don't Mean a Thing Layin' Tracks
That Woman Z.ero Point

On Solid Ground

The first page of the conductor's score to Lost
Love 1s presented here.
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- dtage hand music .
1S Serious business

Conrad O. Johnson

Q@ Cranpel




The Conrad Johnson
Music and Fine Arts
Foundation

Conrad continues his efforts to reach out to
students of music through his Foundation, begun
in 1999. The Foundation has already given out
several thousand dollars in college scholarships as
well as tuition for music workshops in Houston.



The Conrad O. Johnson Music and Fine Arts Foundation

MISSION STATEMENT

The Conrad O. Johnson Music and Fine Arts Foundation will develop, preserve, and support music
and the arts through our youth in the Greater Houston/Gulf Coast area.

GOAL

To promote jazz studies, with focus on the discipline of improvisation, throughout the Greater
Houston/Gulf Coast area.

OBJECTIVES

Demonstrate the benefit of music and arts instruction by showing the correlation between these
extracurricular courses/activities and increased academic performance.

Establish and provide a network of professional instructors adept at implementing fine teaching
methods to enhance music and the arts.

Collaborate with existing music and art programs at local schools, colleges, and universities to
encourage the preservation of the art of jazz.

Develop and implement mentoring programs, workshops, and seminars to introduce and
enhance life skills (character building, entrepreneurship, and leadership) needed to become
productive citizens.

Serve as a resource to area schools for placement into advanced music and fine arts programs at
colleges and universities.

Create and serve as a venue for scholarships to area students to advance their discipline in music
studies and the arts.




PRESENTING THE

THE KASHMERE HIGH SCHOOL

CONRAD JOHNSON SCHOOL OF MUSIC AND FINE ARTS
15th Annual Jazz Workshop

January 28 & 29, 2000*

Friday, January 28, 2000

3:30 - 5:30 p.m. *Master Class (Kashmere High School only)
**Invited Artists: - Steve Turre
Grover Washington, Jr.
Kirk Whalum

Horace Alexander Young
Ronnie Laws
Hubert Laws

6:00 - 8:00 p.m. - Press Reception
Formal announcement of the Conrad Johnson Music and Fine

Arts Foundation and his partnership with the Kashmere High
School Conrad Johnson School of Music and Fine Arts.

Saturday, January 29, 2000
8:30 - 3:00 p.m. - 15th Annual Jazz Clinic

12 noon - 1:30 p.m. - Director’s Roundtable Discussion

8 p.m. - until - Concert (w/emphasis on Conrad Johnson Music and Fine Arts
Foundation)
**Invited Artists: Ronnie Laws

Horace Alexander Young

*All events are scheduled at Kashmere High School, 6900 Wileyvale, Houston, TX 77028 unless

otherwise indicated.
**Information tentative, pending confirmation, etc.




Millennium Jazz Extravaganza I1

Benefitting the Conrad Johnson
Music and Fine Arts Foundation,
A non-profit 501(c)(8) organization

Conrad “Prof.” Johnson

Debbie Allen Phylicia Allen Rashad

Tex Allen

in concert with Conrad Johnson and his Orchestra

Thursday ® March 30, 2000
at the Wortham Center Cullen Theater

Silent Auction at 6:30 ¢ Concert at 8:00 p.m.

Individual Tickets (830 or $60) can be purchased at participating~ Stores
or call 713-455-0239

Proceeds Benefit the Conrad Johnson Music and Fine Arts Foundation
“developing, preserving and supporting music through our youth”




K ASHMERE SENIOR HAGH
SCHOO0T,

0 he Conrad O. Johnson
School of MKusic & Frine Apts

Music Concert and Q)edication

Pavid Alexander, 94, ﬂ)rincipa[

Pavid Jerrell Qolores Westmoreland Mary Williams
Assistant Principal Qean of Instruction Assistant

AVilllam Qanghan, Magnet Coordinator




Houston Independent School District
Board of Education

Olga Gallegos
Carol M. Galloway
Esther Campos
Arthur M. Gaines, Jr.
Gabriel Vasquez
Laurie Bricker
Lawrence Marshall
Don McAdams
Jeff Shadwick

Rod Paige
Superintendent of Schools
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