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Music teacher honored at Band-o-rama

By KARYN PANNELL
The Facts

CLUTE — Band students
from Brazoswood High School,
Rasco Middle School and Clute
‘and Lake Jackson intermediate
schools paid homage to longtime
music educator Ernest Clark at
the annual Band-o-rama held
Tuesday night in the Brazoswood
gymnasium.

“T was kind of nervous,” Clark
said about the honor. “Fame was
never one of my ambitions. I
worked hard and tried for the best
possible results.”

Clark was honored with a
plaque for nearly three decades of

teaching in
Brazosport ISD
and for his
retirement
business
repairing musi-
cal instruments.
“He is the
greatest
teacher that
ever lived,” said Jim Koch,
Brazoswood band director, who
worked with Clark for 12 years.
“I would go watch him as a
young band director. He is just a
phenomenal teacher.”

Koch said that Clark’s bands
always earned the highest rat-
ings at contest. Clark said his
goal at contest was to go as far

CIark

as the band could. He doesn’t
have an exact number of stu-
dents he has worked with over

- the years, but said that was the
best part of being a teacher.

“That is probably the nicest
thing about the business of
teaching, the students you work
with,” Clark said.

A 1945 graduate of Sam
Houston State University with
a degree in clarinet perfor-
mance, Clark began his teach-
ing career in Katy ISD. He also
worked in La Grange and
Luling before coming to
Brazosport ISD in 1957. He
studied for his master’s degree
while teaching. He received his

master’s degree from the
University of Texas in 1958.
Clark directed the band at
Brazosport High School from
1957-65 and then moved to
Lake Jackson Intermediate
where he taught until his retire-
ment in 1986.

“He believed in the benefits
of a musical education,” Koch
said. “The way it shapes a per-
son and teaches (kids) about
life. He believes in music educa-
tion and its benefits.”

Clark began repairing his
own instruments in 1943 while
in college and admits to taking a
clarinet apart just to see if he
could put it back together, much
to the dismay of his mother. His
work grew as he found it more
and more difficult to find quality
repairs. Clark said he can not
estimate the number of all kinds
of instruments he has repaired
over the years. After he retired
from teaching, he said, his
hobby became a full-time job.

Clute Intermediate School Band Director Monica Cazares, left,
leads the school's concert band in Phantom of the Opera during
the Band-O-Rama at Brazoswood High School Tuesday.

Although he no longer works
on the large horns such as tubas
and does very few common
repairs, Clark said he still sees
quite a few specialty repairs,
such as cracked clarinets sent
from drier climates. He receives
work from musicians at Texas
Tech University, Midland and
Canyon.

Koch said that classical musi-
cians from all over the world
send instruments to Clark for
repairs.

“He is meticulous in every-
thing he does,” Koch said. “To
watch him work is amazing.”

And Clark is always available
to an unlucky student who has
had a critical mishap at a critical
time.

One Brazoswood parent told
of spending a long evening last
month at Clark’s side while he
repaired her daughter’s instru-
ment only two days before the
orchestra was to leave to per-
form at Carnegie Hall.

Fact pho:NataIeeHaI

Clark has no plans to retire]
from his second career. He
attends Brazoswood and Lake
Jackson concerts regularly.

Clark has also passed down
his love of music to his grand-
children, two are currently
active in band. One plays per-
cussion and the other, clarinet.

“I’ve had a very understand-
ing family, very tolerant of my
activities all these years,” Clark
said.




Students appreciate
Clarlfs work |

I Just r@ad the a1t1cle on
Ernest Clark I had the privi-

alsn my begmner teacher at
Jane Long Elementary School.
VH1s teachmgs and the outcome

changed never to be |
But I was blessed to have
known him and so were my sis-
ters and husband ~Thanks Mr..

Clark, for all the hard work: and:
love you gave to your students. -

Jackie Mangukm Phélps, :
Brazoria ‘



May 20, 1999

To: Jimmy Koch, Bryan Casey, Joanna Stevens, Brazoswood Bands
and The Brazoswood Band Booster Club

I wanted to, in some way, try to express my sincere appreciation for the
honor you bestowed on me at the recent Band-o-rama.

When we do things that are true pleasure, the enjoyment of doing something
to help others is the greatest reward of all.

Having directed bands for forty one years, one of the greatest joys I have
is the memories of all the young men and women [ have had the privilege
to work with during my career, both as director and through my repair

work. Also, I have many fond memories of the many colleagues with
whom I have worked.

I'am eternally grateful to all who have given me this privilege and to
the world of music which has made it all possible.
Thanks to all.

All for the Love of Music

Ernest Clark
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By L. Frank Baum

Lot Adapted by Frank Gabrielson

</ With Music and Lyrics by Harold Arlen and E. Y. Harburg

Presented By The
BRAZOSPORT MUSIC THEATER

Qctober 20 - 29, 1989

ORCHESTRA

Violin ... . .o JERALYN FRIEDLI, DARREN TIDWELL, CARL WOLFE
Viola .. ELLEN TOWNLEY, JULIE EVANS
Cello . CATHIE TIDWELL
BaSS . MATTHEW HALEY
Clarinet .............. VIRGINIA TARONI, BILL LAUCHER, ERNEST CLARK
Flute ................ B. J. WALLS, KATHY JOHNSTON, CHERYL FOWLER
Horms ... ... .. PATSY CARGILL, BILL HUTCHISON
Trumpet ....... ... .. ... CHARLES FREDERICK, EDWARD PETERSON
TrombOne ... JOHN STACEY
1 7= o - STEVE BAHRT
Percussion ....... ... ... EDWINA KITCHENS
Plano ... GLENDA RANSOM
TUDA o KURT RUTHSTROM
MUSICAL NUMBERS
ACT |

OVEIUIE . Orchestra
QOverTheRainbow ......... ... ... .. ... Dorothy and the Kansas Chorus
Munchkinland ... ... ... ... ... ... ... Glinda, Dorothy, and the Munchkins
DingDong TheWitchlsDead ... .. ... ... ... ... ... ... Munchkins
FIOnlyHad ABrain .. ... ... ... Scarecrow
FlOnlyHad AHeart ... ... Tin Man
We're Off ToSee TheWizard . ......... ... .. Dorothy, Scarecrow, Tin Man

and the Munchkins
We're Off To See The Wizard (reprise) ... ... ... Dorothy, Scarecrow, Tin Man
HiOnlyHadTheNerve ... ... ... ... .. ... . . ... Cowardly Lion

We're Off To See The Wizard (reprise} ................ Dorothy, Scarecrow,

Tin Man, and Lion

Glitterbug ........... Dorothy, Scarecrow, Tin Man, Lion,and the Glitterbugs
ACTHI

BNt At Orchestra

ChangingOfThe Guard . ....... ... .. .. ... .. .. ... Ozian Generals

MerryOldland OfOz ... ... .. ... ... . ... Gloria and the Citizens of Oz

EveningStar .. ........ .. .. . The Ozian Girls and Dorothy

GhostDance .. ... .. . . . Tibia and the Cats

Ding Dong The Witch Is Dead (reprise} ............ Citizens of Oz, Dorothy,
Scarecrow, Tin Man, and Lion

Over The Rainbow (reprise) ............ ... ... . ... Citizens of Oz, Glinda,
Scarecrow, Tin Man, and Lion

Finale ... Entire Company
There will be a 15 minute intermission between acts.

The Wizard of Oz art contest entries will be displayed in the Art League studio
during intermission and after each performance.




A VERY
SPECIAL THANKS

_/

SPECIAL THANKS TO
tle Theatre of Brazosport, Plantation Fabrics, Heritage House, Driftwood Flower Shop
The Brazosport Facts, The Brazorian News, The Angleton Times
Rod McLamore, Bob Johnson

COMING EVENTS

Music Theater Auditions for WIZARD OF OZ August 27, 28,29
Little Theatre Auditions for THE ODD COUPLE August 13, 14, 15
ArtLeague WORKS BY JILL WADE July 16 - September 1
Fine Arts Council THE UNICORN, THE GORGON AND THE MANTICORE
Madrigal Singer Auditions July 23

A&* Wbk Lisdtad™ 070285

Book/and Lyrics By Alan J. Lerner
Music by Frederick Loewe

"Adapted from George Bernard Shaw's play and
Gabrial Pascal's motion picture Pygmalion”




Upcoming Music Events

Tuesday, May 1, 1990
8:00 p.m.
The Center for the Arts & Sciences

Vocal Jazz Showcase
featuring: Brazosport Community Chorus Women, College
Choir, Coasters with special guest artist Riff Raff

The Brazosport College Music Department
presents
the
College and Community Band
in

Concert

Monday, April 30, 1990
7:30 p.m.
General Theater




Program

The Hope of Glory
In A1 Its Glory

George St. George

James Swearingen

Coronation Scene from "Boris Godunov!

arr. B, Buehlman

PROGRAM NOTES

Boris Godunoy, first performed ot 51, Petersburg,
1874, is essentially an opera about the early 171h
century Russian people. Although the aclion centers
around certain individuals, it is the spirit of a strug-
gling people thot dominates the stage. This spirit
finds dramatic expression in the brilliant pageaniry
of the opero, its magnificent choruses, and in Mous-
sorgsky’s speciacular orchestration.

The “Coronation Scene,” one of the highlights of

the opera, opens as the populoce of the Moscow

Emperata Overture

American Originals

Kremlin fills the greal square beiween the coathe-
drals, Gay banners, the vividly colored garments
of the people, the gleaming domes of the cuthe-
deals, the pealing of the great bells, oll form a
britliont background for the stately procession of
the Boyards who advance slowly towards the
Cathedral of the Assumption, Boris himself in their
midst. The air resounds with the pealing of bells
and the shouls of the multitude as Boris passes inlo

she cathedral for the coronation cergmony.

Claude T. Smith

arr. Sammy Nestico

(A Symphonic Panorama Including: Yankee Doodle Boy,
Alexander's Ragtime Band, Swanee River, and You're A Grand Old Flag)

The 01d Circus Band March

edited John Boyd

Richard Birk, Director

Personnel

Flute

Sheri Lawler

Mary Moore

Tina Prichard
Clarinet

Ernest Clark

Holli Holder

Whit McClendon

Christi Mogford

Susan Pousson

Susan Rives

Scott Roland

Nancy Lee Moore Rooney
Bass Llarinet

Bob Lane
Saxophone

Donna Jean Cain

Richard Howell

Ian Meitzen

George St. George
Bassoon

Jake Shadoff
Horn

Gunnar Helberg

Farah Meitzen

Jason Perez

Trumpet

Henry N. Caballero

Brian Casey

Jderry Crumme]l

Kirk Lubojacky

Cara Melissa Simpson
Trombone

Dan Amerine

Glenn E. Gallegos

Mark Greenfield

Jim Koch

Anthony Paul Leflet
Euphonium

Joe Rodriguez

Donnie Todd
Tuba

Philip Walker
Percussion

Sidney Hamilton

Richard Jones

Rodney Mason

Lewis Shadoff



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Dr. John Grable, President, Brazosport College

Dr. John Ray, Vice President, Brazosport College

Dr. Don Pugh, Dean of Academic Education,

Brazosport College

Mr. Richard Wilcher, Division Chairman, Communications
and Fine Arts, Brazasport College
Mr. Rodney Mason, Music Faculty, Brazosport College

ABOUT THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT

The Music Department at Brazosport College offers a wide
range of music classes, including different levels of class
piane, class guitar, class voice, music theory, music literature
and music appreciation. In addition to these classes, stu-
dents have the opportunity to perform several times during
the semester in performing groups. These include Jazz Band,
College and Community Band, Coasters, College Choir and
Civic Chorus. Scholarships are available to full-time students
who participate in the various performing groups. These
scholarships, in most cases, cover all tuition, fees and books.
For further information, please contact Richard Birk or
‘Rodney Mason, Brazosport College, 266-3000.

BRAZOSPORT COLLEGE MUSIC DEPARTMENT
UPCOMING EVEN

Nov. 19 ........... Coasters and Jazz Band Fall Concert
8:00 p.m., General Theatre

Nov. 20 ... wenennnennenns CoOasters, Festival of Lights
2-3 p.m.

vvseseseennnenennnennnes. Fall Student Recital

wrveeneenn. Community Band Christmas Concert

7:00 p.m., Brazos Mall

.. College Choir/Civic Chorus with
Brazosport Symphony

8 p.m., The Center for the Arts and Sciences

Brazosport College

Department of Music
presents the

oGE &1001\41\401\%”\}‘1

in Concert

Monday, November 1“5, 1!993,
8pm. g

Brazosport College General Theatre




Program.
Cenotaph Jack Stamp
Flashing Winds Jan Van der Roost

Giovanni Gabrieli
adapted by James Curnow

Canzona per Sonare No. 4

Across The Wide Missouri Claude T. Smith

Barnum and Bailey’s Favorite Karl L. King
arranged by Glenn Cliffe Bainum

INTERMISSION

The Gladiator March John P. Sousa

arranged by Harold R. Gore:

American Overture for Band Joseph Willcox Jenkins

Variations for Tuba and Winds Arthur Frackenpohl
Philip Walker, tuba

Rhapsody On An
Old English Sea Song

Stuart Johnson

Richard Birk, director

Personnel

Flute

Joycelynn Grigson
Noemi Luna
Becky Stover
Michelle Williams

Clarinet

Adrian Arambula
Ernest Clark

Linda Crummel

Heidi Kundmueller
Bob Lane

Lea Anne Leatherwood
Amy Reeves

Nancy Rooney

Bass Clarinet
Amy Nowak

Oboe
Scott Reeves

Bassoon ‘
Amber Prihoda
Jaquith Shadoff

Saxophohe
Cheryl Comier
Kace Garrén
Geotge St: George
Ken Zapalac

Horn

Julie Bice

Brent David Blaha
Gunnar Helberg
Sabra Mitchell

Trumpet
Randy Cubriel
Jerry Crummel
Mark Lucas
Casey Martin
Tracie Owsley

Trombone

Jeremy Gallamore
Rusty Naumann
Richard F. Tocci, Jr.
Patrick J. Yates '
Nathaniel Young

Euphonium
Hal Scoggins

Tuba

Shannon E. Howerton
Jason R. Ladewig
Philip Walker

Pércussion

Leigh Ann Burns
Jeretny Cruz
Bryai L. Powell

Rick J. Reed

Lewis SHadoff
Jennifer D. Wilson

B S SR A




Ben Gollehon

Hall of Fame Committee
Box 670407

Houston, Texas 77267-0407

Dear Ben:

I sincerely thank you and your committee for this most unexpected honor of being
elected to the PHI BETA MU Band Directors Hall of Fame.

I will not have much to include in my memorabilia file. When I retired in 1986,
I had a cardboard box with somewhere around 400 programs, that either I had
given with my band or other concerts that I had attended, stored inside. The
janitor unknowingly, thinking it to be the usual end of school trash, threw it
away. This was, for me, a very sad loss. So my contributions to this file will be
meager.

Again, I sincerely thank your committee for considering me for this honor and
to my wonderful friend, Bob Walzel, for nominating me.

SincerM

Ernest Clark



Ernest Clark was born in Spokane, Washington on July 25, 1924 to parents James
Hershel and Buelah Jane Clark. Residency was taken up in Texas in 1935, where

he continues to reside.

Ernest attended public schools in Jacksonville and Rusk where he graduated from
High School in the spring of 1942. It was during that time of living in Rusk that his
life long hobby of instrument repair actually started. Having played clarinet for three
months in the 7" grade as a beginner, he disassembled his horn-much to the dismay
of his Mother who said, “One of these days you will take something apart and not be
able to put it back together”. “ I just never had the heart to tetl her how many times that
happened”, Ernest says.

In the summer of 1942, Ernest enrolled in then Sam Houston State Teachers College,
and after three years, graduated with a Bachelor’s of Science Degree with a major

in music,

Ernest’s first band directing job, in 1945, was at Katy, Texas. The town, at that time,
consisted of a rice dryer, a feed store, a café, a filling station that doubled as a
Chevrolet garage, a post office and the school, which had an enrollment of maybe 300
students from 1 through 11™ grades, most all of which were bussed in from outlying
territories. For this position, Ernest was paid an enormous salary of $181.00 per month.
From Katy, Ernest moved to the much larger school district of La Grange, where

he directed bands for eight years. While teaching in La Grange, Ernest was married to
Georgia Osthoff. He directed bands in Luling for the next two years.

In 1957, then supervisor of music, Bryan Cooney, asked Ernest to move to Freeport to

become a part of the Brazosport Ind. School Dist. Music Department. In 1958, he




earned a Master of Music Degree from The University of Texas. He and his family
have resided in the Brazosport area for the last 43 years.

Ernest has had a long line of very successful bands and also has taught many successful
individuals who are now quite active in the music field. They include Bob Wazel,

Scot Wazel, Greg Dick, Wade Mc Donald, Bill Watson, Joe Tichacek and Les Stallings.
Ernest was also quite active in contest judging over the State.

Organizations of which Ernest was or now is a member of consists of a

Life time member of Kappa Kappa PSI (Sam Houston State), Lions Club, Director of
Church Choirs in La Grange, Freeport and Lake Jackson, American School Band
Directors Assoc., Texas Music Educators Assoc., National Assoc. of Professional Band
Instrument Repair Technicians, National Assoc. of Musical Instrument Technicians,
Member of Brazosport Community Band (Since 1957).

Ernest has many hobbies among which include musical instrument repair, which
became full time upon his retirement in 1986, after 41 years of directing bands in Texas
Public Schools. Other interests include woodworking, hunting and fishing.

His greatest love is for his wife, Georgia, daughter Pamela, son Jeffrey and three
granddaughters, Stephanie, Tiffanie and Bethanie.

Ernest extends many thanks to all of the associates with whom he worked during his

teaching career and to all of the wonderful students who helped make this honor possible.

God bless all of you.
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Form 8527—The Steck Co., Auxstin, Texas.

TEACHER’S CONTRACT

STATE OF Texas ‘
COUNTY OF Harris: }

THIS CONTRACT made and entered into on this..20th __day of May , 1946 .,
by and between the Board of Trustees of Katy Independent - School District,

- PARTY OF THE FIRST PART, and___Ernest Glark
~ PARTY OF THE SECOND PART, witnesseth:

That the Party of the First Part hereby employs the Party of the Second Part to teach in the
High School Band , of the Katy )

o

‘Public Schools for a term of one year/s, consisting of .. Qne. school yéar/_s,

“for the school year/s 1946 _-19_A47_, beginning on the day of September ........ 46, |

. - : calend”éﬁ'
‘unless otherwise agreed upon by both parties hereto, at the rate of $ 216.66 per{ : :i% i%

"~ month, or $ 1445 -.per day, for each day and every day taught or otherw1se in hne

b g

o inclusiv :
of duty 5 said term to be { i e} of the week of Christmas holdays, and the salary to be payable

12 antle_:matallments ______________________________
A Tt is agreed that the Party of the Second Part shall, in consideration of the salary stlpulated

{:helem teach to the best of __his_ . skill and ability, and shall be governed and discharge the dutxes
required by the school laws of this State and such rules and regulations as may be determmed by
the Party of the First Part, the Superintendent of Schools and the Principal of the Department named
abo_vé. The Party of the First Part reserves the right to reassign the Party of the Second Part at
any time during the life of this contract through its Superintendent of Schools and‘the proper Principal.

; It is further agreed that no verbal agreement entered into between the parties hereto, not cov-
eled by this contract, and no writtén agreement, aside from this contract, shall become a part of the -
contract or bind either of the parties to the same. Any contingencies regarding this contract are to

" be written on the reverse side hereof and initialed by both parties hereto.

- This contract shall become operative from the.__.20th . __ day of May , 1946

“and it is agreed that after that date the party of the Second Part shall not ask for a release in order to
accept work elsewhere. It is also understood that the Party of the First Part shall not have the
- right to terminate same except for immoral conduct or a flagrant disregard of its spirit and provigions,

Witness our signatures this =2 / day of ey D Y W | ., 19;./_;4_47

- ~ *Approved: | BOARD OF TRUS@EES OF

, 19 School District.

E Y Y. ] pr——, PR —










1940s

Ernest Clark '45 was honored last
May by band students from
Brazoswood High School, Rasco
Middie School, Clute and Lake
Jackson Intermediate Schools for
nearly three decades of teaching in
Brazosport Independent School
District. In addition to teaching band,
Clark is a master at repairing
musicaf instruments.

From.
Lya_m /?{H&,S7[ 57‘&716 Uni 'm’

}

4@2 B_Q_f
ALl 7788

CA [umin MLjaz_ka_B



July 18, 1972

Mr. Eddie Galvan, State Band Chairman
513 Monette
Corpus Christi, Texas

Dear Eddie:

This letter is in regard to the selection of the
honor band in the C-CC classification for Region XVII. —

A panel of three fine band directors for this
area listened to the tapes on excellent equipment and
unanimously selected the Lake Jackson Intermediate
Band from Freeport, Texas to represent our region in
the honor band competition.

Enclosed you will find the tape and scores. I
am looking forward to seeing you again at T. B. A.

Sincerely,

John A. Shipp, Chairman
Region XVII Band Division

JAS:kr
Enclosures
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MAY YOUR FUTURE BE AS
RICH AND REWARDING AS THE PAST

© Copyright, 1974, by the Oxford University Press, London

R

YEARS YOU HAVE GIVEN US.
THE LAKE JACKSON BANDS

Printed in US.A






September 11, 1989

Brazosport Public Schools

Mr. Ernest Clark
107 8. Cedar
Lake Jackson, TX 77566

Dear Ernest:

Just a note to express my appreciation and that of all our
band directors for the workshop you did during the week of
our pre-session conference. As you know, all of those who
attended were very enthusiastic about the help you were able
to give them in properly maintaining our inventory of
woodwind instruments. I hope that sometime during the school
vear it will be possible to schedule a similar workshop
devoted to brass instruments.

Again, thanks for taking the time away from your normal work
routine to help our teachers. Your first-hand knowledge of
instrument maintenance and repair, your expertise in teaching
music, and your willingness to conduct such workshops without
any fee certainly comprise a valuable asset to our
department.

Sincerely,
) i
; / (Leed.
Lop AL AR~
oug Wiehe,

Supervisor of Fine Arts

DW:bis
ce:  Patricia Shell
Jay Caperton



