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John Charles Kunkel
Rt 4, Box 289A
Carthage, Tx. 75633

Dear John:

It is with great pleasure that we notify you officially of your selection for
entry into the Phi Beta Mu Texas Bandmasters Hall of Fame. Induction
ceremonies will be held during the Texas Bandmasters annual
convention in San Antonio on Monday, 26 July 1999, at 2:30 PM, in the
Mezzanine Salons of the Marriott Riverwalk Hotel. -

While family members and friends are most welcome, only two places of
honor in the front row will be provided for you and a family member. All
other attendees are requested to sit in the audience. Family members
may join you at the podium for the presentation.

Immediately, or as soon as possible, we must have an 8x10 bust/head -
photograph in color or black and white (color preferred). Phi Beta Mu
will frame the photograph and attach an engraved name inscription to
the frame for permanent display in the Hall of Fame which is currently
housed in the office headquarters of Texas Music Educators Association
in Austin. The photograph will also be displayed during the induction
ceremony.

Please begin assembling personal memorabilia which will be placed in a
permanent file in the Hall of Fame. Items which you should include are
programs, newspaper clippings, awards, honors, personal letters,
papers, compositions, articles you may have written, contest records,
photographs of your bands and their activities, etc. If there are original
items which you wish to retain, please photocopy for Hall of Fame files.
In addition, you should prepare a cassette recording of at least three of
your favorite band compositions as they were performed by your groups
during your teaching career (if such is still available). Please bring all
memorabilia with you to the Induction Ceremony. Large scrapbooks are
not acceptable. All memorabilia should be contained in a school size
notebook or similar folder no larger than 10" x 12".




For the public reading of your history and accomplishments, a
biographical sketch will be prepared by your sponsors, however, it could
be lacking in vital information. Actually, we would prefer that you
prepare a brief, succinct autobiography of pertinent, interesting and
even amusing facts. This should not exceed two typewitten pages,
double spaced. Please forward a copy of this information to me at the
earliest possible date. You will be receiving further information as

induction time approaches.

If you should have questions or concerns, please contact me. Should you
require housing in San Antonio during the convention, it will be
necessary for you to contact Al Sturchio, Executive Secretary of TBA, at
210-599-7585, and request a hotel registration form.

Please accept our congratulations on your election to the Hall of Fame.
We hope to see you in San Antonio on July 26th.

Warm regards

Ben Gollehon, Chairman
Hall of Fame Committee
Box 670407 '
Houston, Tx 77267-0407
281-875b-1214 -
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IRGINIA BEACH, Va, —

' “They may -tease ‘us"about our *

. Texas drawl, -but they’ll . re-
. member us most by the’cour-

teous” ““Yes M’ams” and “No
Sirs” they receive from Lobo
:Band ‘members " when asking
about Longview, Texas.

By “they” we mean the chap-
erones and adults from the oth-
er states of the 25 represented
here at the most fantastic
beach resort that-anyone can
imagine.

This teen-ager “‘paradise”
" (and teen-agers are all you can
see for miles) was a welcome
haven for 120 Longviewites who
arrived at approximately 3 p.m.
Sunday after a non - stop trip—
with the exception  of stops
made for two. bus breakdowns.
The scheduled night stop had to
be canceled hecause of these
delays.. However, four stops
were made for meals eaten en
route.

But after much-needed show-
ers and plenty of good, hot food,
they were back in shape ‘and
ready to play their roles as am-
bassadors of Texas at the Third
Annual Music Extravanganza
portion of the Ninth Annual Vir-
ginia Beach Festival of Music
held Sunday night. The first
portion of the two and one-half
hour concert was presented by
‘the 1969 winning band of the fes-
tival, the Holmes High School
Band of Covington, Ky. The
second  portion was by
a military School of Music Du-
al Faculty Band and U.S Rock
Ensemble.

The space age designed dom-
ed civic center where the con-
cert was held was filled to ca-
pacity with clean cut and scrub-
bed young people of America—
quite a contrast to the large

By JUNE MOORE =~

Tunday.*

" number who ‘were here for a

pop festivel which was ending

There hasn’t beeﬂ,;tirhe’ for

~the beach yet. However, -the

Aloha Motel (headquarters for
the Lobo Band) is located a

“block and a half from the white

caps -of the Atlantic - Ocean.
Would you believe the weather
is a rare fall type (according to
natives) — 75 degrees on arrival
and very chilly at night?

The 10 chaperones each have
10 cooperative young people to
supervise. Sunday night’s bed
check was 11:30 p.m., and

(See BAND, Page 2-A)

Focal Band’s
Performance
Wins Praise

By JUNE™“MOORE

VIRGINIA - BEACH, Va, —
“An excellent band”, . . *“a
pleasure to inspect,” were only
two of the comments made by
military officers after their in-
spection. of the Longview Loho
Band Monday night.

While preparing for the in-
spection and doing final line up,
chaperones  rushed feverishly
about making last minute ad-
justments on belts that had
been put on the wrong side out,

_touching up shoes with white

shoe polish and cutting ravels
from uniform patches. The
waiting was more tense than
the inspection itself, Director
Johin Kunkel got a muscle
spasm in his leg at the last
minute and was hardly able to
walk, but he continued to issue
instructions, and the students
were cooperative and outstand-
ing in every way,

Each mom and dad would
have swelled with such over-
whelming pride, just as we
chaperones did.

After inspection, the Long-

(See BAND, Page 2-A)

!

BAND--
(Continued From Page 1)

view band marched for one
hour in the Grand Festival Pa-
rade down the main  street
bordering the ocean. |

Director Kunkel told the'
band that they marched as if
they were being paid $100 a
minute, He said they had per-
fect stride and carriage, and
that if they had been compet-
ing in Texas, there would be
no doubt that they would be
the best. Kunkel also told the
students that each one of them
should be very proud of his
performance, because he was
really working and proving that
he wanted to win,

Only two band members had
to walk out of formation to the
side of street during the long
parade route because of the;
strenwous pace, However, both
were fine after resting,

All along the parade route!
the band was applauded, and
while a reserve in uniform wasf
walking along the street, scores|
of people stopped her to say
ithat the Longview band was
excellent,

As of Monday night there
still was not much time for the.
;beach. The weather is still cool,
fand Virginia Beach has every-
{thing,
| There are hundreds of gift
tand curio shops lining the'
imain street. There are also
midways, unique miniature golf;
courses and all kinds of attrac-|
tions which are interspersed
with the shops and hotels,

Tuesday’s  schedule began
with breakfast at 8 a. m., then
there was -a morning practice, ;
There was an afternoon prac-
tice, and at 9 p.m., there will
be a marching contest (the
third of four portions of the
festival contest) at the First
Colonial High School Stadi-
.um. :
! After the marching contest,’
ithe Lobo Band will participate
tin a2 massed band concert,




Photo by Kirby Harrison

Texans tops at festival

Jubilant members of the Longview, Tex., High School
band hoist director John Kenkel to their shoulders last
night as he holds the trophy marking the group as the
top band in the Virginia Beach Music Festival. A total
of 17 high school bands from 11 states participated. '
Others awards given at the festival windup included:
second place to the Charlotte, Mich., high school band;
third place.to the Falls Church high school band; out-
standing parade band, Marple Newtown High band from
Newtown Po.; outstanding drum majorette, Barbara
Garson of Marple Néwtown; and outstanding drum ma-
jor, John Lighthill of Charlotte, Mich.




‘NUMBER ONE’ BAND RETURNS — Cheelmg crowds of paxenls
and well-wishers were on-hand Salurday afternoon to greet the
“Number -One Band at the Virginia Music Festival,” Longview
High School’s Lobe Band, as il returned home from & week-long

face of the band hall ‘and. every

Staff Writer: . High -bandsmen’ and._area band
:Welcome home signs and ban- - directors rehearsed a. few’ se

ners-were-in place covering the - lected tunes;
* .+ They waited, and the sun beat,

fence pole on the block.. " "down, ‘but o’ one: seemed ‘to

Moms and Dads by the score ~ mind. No' one- got ‘dlscouraged
paced. around, " talking, ‘some.  and left. - :
times laughmg, but mostly wait- Then  someone: ’yelled
ing. anx1ously " “They’ve been sighted,”: and the
A mne plcce welcome homa ¥ (See BAND Page; 3-/ )

trek; Here, band members hoist Director John Kunkel and Ricke
Towler, sMant director, on their shoulders while displaying t}
hanner, Uophy and medals collecled at Virginia Beach, (8TAF
PHOTO by Don Aaderson),




GOVERNOR RECOGNIZES LHS BAND — State ‘Representative John Allen of Long-
view, left, is pictured ‘as he presents three official documents from Texas Governor
Pleston Smlth to-John Kunkel, Longview High School Band director. The three docu-
ments are heing presented in recogm’uon of the band’s accomplishments and in par-
ticular the winning of the title of the “most outstanding” hand at the Ninth Annual
Virginia Beach Music Festival in Virginia Beach, Va. last year. Now as the bahd pre-
pares to return to Virginia Beach as honor band, the governor has issued two proclai-
mations and is presenting the resolution passed in the House of Represenfatives Friday.
One proclamation names the LHS Band official “‘ambassadors of goodwill” from Texas,
the second, which will be presented the concluding night of the four day festival, desig-
nates Charles Forbes, general chairman of the VBMF as an honorary Texan. The reso-
lution, passed by Allen, commends the LHS Band and the director for heing honor
band and representing the slale. (See Story, Pags 1-C) (STAFF PHOTO).



TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS

ZiP CODE 77843

DIRECTOR November 17, 1972
TExXAS AGGIE BANDS

Mr. John Kunkel ,
Members of the Longview High School Band
Longview High School

Longview, Texas

Dear John:

I just wanted to take this opportunity to tell you and the mem-
bers of the band how much I enjoyed ycur outstanding performance
at the marching contest last Thursday.

I cannot recall seeing and hearing a high school band that thrilled
me as much as this band did. Your performance was superb in every
respect and the sound 6f the band was tremendous.

I know that every band director dreams of having a band that could
render a perfect performance and sound so fine that the people 1in
the audience would all stand and cheer and want an encore. The
audience at this contest reacted in such a manner. I know you are
aware of the standing ovation these people gave you. The '"Battle
Hymn'" finale was just superb.

Congratulations Longview, and thank you for an inspirational per-
formance I shall never forget. We would certainly be happy to
have any of your fine seniors as members of the Texas Aggie Band
upon graduation, if they are so inclined to come this way to
continue their education.

Best wiibes,
e //'l /
4///7/ jEd,
AGE 2
JOE T. HANEY
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

P.S. John, I would appreciate your sending me one part for each
instrument on the "Battle Hymn'". I do not mind copying the parts

if this is necessary. Don't forget to watch the Aggie Band on November
23rd. This is a night game. Come see us.




EGE 1100 Broadway/Kilgore, Texas/75662
KILGORE COLL G Kilgore 214-984-8531

November 17, 1972

Mr. Pete Kunkel, Director
Longview High School Lobo Band
P. O. Box 3268

Longview, Texas 75601

Dear Mr. Kunkel

Mr. Wally Read, Ranger Band Director,
reported to me that the marching and
playing performance of the Lobo Band at
Pittsburg was superior to any high school
band he had ever seen in competition, I
am proud of you and the band members.
Congratulations for a job well done.

Sincerely yours

L , . 7 o o s
A P P e S A AN
Ny /f( il R

““"Charles F. Mathews
Executive Vice President

nab

EMPHASIS EXCELLENCE




Richardson Independent School District

STANLEY B. McCALESB, PH.D.
PRESIDENT

PAUL J. ASHBY
VICE PRESIDENT

J. J. PEARCE, LL.D..SUPERINTENDENT

400 S. GREENVILLE AVE, Leo J. EVELETH, JR.

RICHARDSON, TEXAS SECRETARY
75080 CHARLES A. RICHARDSON, D.D.S.
JOHN F. ROBERTS RAYMON L. BYNUM JERRY P. OWENS
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT CHARLES WEST

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT
FOR NON-INSTRUCTION JOHN A. STALLINGS
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“may”“goeth bel¢
all:-as” ‘t\he;;-old;a;adag “main-
* tains,but:price “ig=therguide

. P ,
which John ‘‘Pete” Kunkel uses

I think the most rewarding
thing about teaching is to have
the kids be proud of ‘'something

in teaching his ban

they have sacrificed and worked -~

.

“for,” Kunkel said. = "% 2

Tradition and the
come from traditionally ‘having
a good-band are factors which
make ‘the Longview High School
pand -a ‘success according to
Kunkelr B R
- “The "Longview High -School
band is full of the tradition that
_makes the student want o work

ever. harder. There is- nothing

finer. thanws ‘pand -receiving: a .
standing " ovation - for ~a .per- -

formance which is good because
“of .the time sacrificed and the
work involved,” he said.

‘A-band rich with the tradition

of winning, the Longview. High
School .band has. had: more. all
- "region .band members than
any --other. in . UIL Region V.
The band-has also. averaged.100

lass ‘1 solo and  ensémble
medals yearly — more than any
other. Al since Kunkel became,
pband director five years ago.. -

Under Kunkel's direction, the
LHS band _has' Wor
SWeepStaké's trophies, an award
given . for outstan ding
achievement ~ in ‘marching, .

concert playing- and

- sightreading. - T
“Last. year’s marching contest
performance “prought . letters

“from all ‘over the state praising
the band,; including letters from
the A&M band director. He -said’
that _*‘the- students and - director’
of: the
Band were -very lucky. to have
each other:! s . o

“This is not one of the finest

- performances 1
‘but the " finest,”
. Green, -han

4 students.™ .

pride that |

won  five

Longview High School

Texas AAAA Migh

complimentary

P

ances 1 have ever seen,
yrote - Eddie

ctor, of :the
School ‘Honor -

1e‘pter

JOHN

to.‘a"

“PETE” KUNKEL _

. Band. Green later admitted that ';, Un and - Kunkel re
_he had never before Wri ten a more. letters “from . impressed

ceived

ectors and musicians :

“remember.

“begin U
-White s Oak: where he

areer in

“was.a member of the band-and

“a piccolo -player; ~ hence- the

nickname. Piccolo Pete)” v
My high " - school - band
dire-tor, = Roy Swicegood; <
and. the -experiences I had -as
2 member-of the-band-in high
school influenced mie.to become
a band director,” he said.
Kunkel'. added ~ that he
would never forget the time his

“high" school - band = played - in

Yankee Stadium. He said that
he looked up after marching out
from the dugout and he was
standing on second base.

«1 ‘don't think I -played &
note,”” ‘he grinned. “I just stood
there and looked around: And
it’s things like that you always
They make an
impréssion on you.” )

In Beaumont, “where Kunkel

~was director for three years

before coming to Longview, he
had the opportunity to teach all

“three' of the “children of his
“former band director. ’

" Kunkel and his wife, Mozelle,

_ have two daughtets, Kathy, who

is 'a French Horn player. and
Debbie. A graduate of Stephen
¥. Austin wheie he got - his
bachelor and masters degrees,
Kunkel also worked - In
Cleveland for 10 years. ' .

in his spare time he enjoys
camping and- fishing, and he
directs the Texas---Easiman
Company Industrial band.

Recently introduced at a
Beaumont music clinic- as “the
man whose bands always have
pride,” Kunkel ~ has instilled
more pride in a” band which
was already proud of its win-
ning tradition. = -

End result?

More honors, more traditior
— more pride. :




STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE UNIVERSITY

NACOGDOCHES. TEXAS 78961

November 20, 1972
DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC

)

Mr. John Kunkel
Longview High School
Longview, Texas 75601

Dear Pete:

Let me congratulate you again on the tremendous performance by the
Longview Band at the marching contest in Pittsburg. This is one

of the finest marching performances I have seen by a high school

band in a long time and shows much hard work on the part of the directors
and the band.

The Longview Band is always sharp, but I was especially impressed
this year with the maturity and cleanliness of your scund. It was

outstanding, and I share this opinion with everyone that I have talked
with.

If you have a film or two from previous years that you would not
mind lending, I would like very much to show them to our marching

techniques class at SFA as soon after Thanksgiving as possible.

Keep up the fine work and best wishes for continued success.
Sincerely,

7%///;/&7 /}74’d4f

Mel Montgo
Director of Bands

MM/1Db




P. 0. Box 9k
Kingston, Tennessee
February 2, 1973

Mr. John Kunkel, Director
Longview High School Band
Longview, Texas

Dear Mr. Kunkel:

Tast month I was in Longview attending the National Security Seminar
and had the opportunity of hearing your fine band play at the opening
ceremonies. :

The band is an outstanding musical organization, reflecting the effort
of long hours of practice, training, and discipline. In visiting with -
some of the members of the band, they evidenced great pride in belong-
ing, indicating that they practiced long and hard but that it was worth
it. TFach of the students -was: friendly but courteous and each is a
credit to his school, his family, and to himself. Retween pieces there
was a minimum of noise and during the playing, the bandsmen watched the
conductor. These two facets show good training and discipline.

The capabilities of the band showed up in pieces they played. Even the
more difficult pieces were played with facility and accomplishment. All
the long hours of work showed up in a polished performance.

The young ladies of the Viewettes were a nice addition to the performance,
having to maneuver in a rather cramped area.

Agsin, my congratulations to a fine musical aggregation.

Very truly yours,

S

NI S

T. F. Wagner

TFW:egc




LONGVIEW HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT
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make a Difference

John “Pete’ Kunkel's desire for excellence, his love for good music, and his firm belief in the_u\nlimi?eg} poten-
tial of his students are factors in his success as Longview High School Band Director. ) B
Under his enthusiastic and dedicated direction, the Longview High School Band has won numerous 1 ional
honors and. state awards. During his 10 years at Longview High Schoo), his bands have Wi nine consecutive -
University Inierscholastic League sweepstake awards. And this year, 67 students made All-Region Band, repre:.
senting the largest number of chairs ever for this-region. .
in order that he may share his musical experfise with other district music teachers, he was recently named
" Longview Independent School District Music Chief. His new duties also entail coordinating all music programs, in-.
cluding strings, choir and band. : : :

A native Texan, Kunkel grew up and aftended schools in White Oak where he received early training for his
career by playing a piccolo in the White Oak Band. Inspired by his bond director, Kunkel won a full scholarship
to atiend Stephen F. Austin State University, earning his Bachelor of Music and Master of Music Education de-
gree. '

Pete Kunkel's career has encompassed twenty-five years, and includes service at Nacogdoches Junior High
School, Hemphill High School, Cleveland High School, and Forest Park High School. Kunkel is the Regent Chair-
man for the Texas Music Educators, the Sergeant at arms for the Texas Band Masters Association, and is a mem-
ber of Pi Befa Alpha, a national fraternity for band directors. Coa Ty

John and his wife Mozell have two daughters, Kathy and Debbie and attend the First Methodist Church of
Longview where he directs the chancel choir. : '

LONGVIEW
BANK & TRUST

300 East Whaley (corner Green & Whaley) tember FOIC
P.0O. Box 3188 « Longview, Texas 75601 e 214-753-7681

Gl s

John Kunkel




EAST TEXAS STATE Un INERSTY

October 28, 1975

John Kunkel

Band Director
Longview High School
Longview, Texas T5601

Dear Pete:

Once again my heartiest congratulations on your band's performance last
Friday night. I really enjoyed the playing and marching; the snap,
precision, and musicallty were outstanding. I also enjoyed having the
opportunity to meet you and I hope that we can get over again in the near
future. As I mentioned before, I would certainly like to bring the Band
over to Longview to perform in concert this Spring. We would certainly
welcome the opportunity. I will also be in touch with you in the future
regarding bringing down Sinta for a clinic. Once again, congratulations
and we'll be in touch soon.

Sincerely,

James 'F. Keene

Director of Bands

East Texas State University
Commerce, Texas T5u428

JFK/xzd
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LONGVIEW HIGH SCHOOL ''BIG GREEN MARCHING MACHINE"

ur sincere gratitude is extended to you for your vital contribution to the enrichment and entertainment
of our guests at WALT DISNEY WORLD during this, our salute to the United States’ bicentennial

I celebration. Your talents, and the spirit of cooperation and enthusiasm in which they were offered,
typify the individual and group efforts which are the very basis for this tribute to our nation.

Presented on this day, May EZ_M,,M’ 19_7_6____

[

President, Walt Disney FPr

Chairman of the Board, Walt Disney Productions

& walt Disney Productions




HARRY BARTO 5 Dlrector of Pageantry L
'8325 Lullwater Dnve . Da]las, Texas 75218 A/ C 214 348 11851
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Mr. Pete Kunkel
Longview High School
Longview, Texas

Dear Pete:

I want to express my thanks and appreciation to you
and the Longview High School Band for their fine contrioution
to the 1977 Cotton Bowl Pageantry.

I was most impressed with their excellent preparation
and their fine spirit of cooperation during the rehearsals.
I regret the weather made it more of an ordeal than a happy

experience.

It was a pleasure to work with you and Mr. Cooper, and the
Longview High School Band.

Singerely,

Harry B%?fon

COTTON BOWL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION




on the 50 Yard Line

If the game doesn’t keep fans on the edge of their seats,

perhaps the halftime entertainment will

LONGVIEW

“The Longview Band is the only
one I've ever seen that gets a stand-
ing cvation just by coming to atten-
tion,” says an envious rival band
director. There’s no doubt about it,
adds another, “They’re tough as a
boot.”

Longview High’s Big Green March-
ing Band, under the direction of Pete

‘People leave the game

before halftime so they

can be back in the seats
to watch the band.’

by Brenda Fuqua

Showtime

Kunkel, reigns as the undisputed
high school champion of military
march precision. The musical group
hasn’t changed its style much over
the years, primarily because East
Texas fans are steeped in the tradi-
tion.

“The military march can become
monotonous,” says Kunkel, “but
we try to make it crisp and snappy.
When we come to attention, we do
it quick, fast and hard. If we get a
reaction from the audience, we get
excited. We want the audience to feel
excitement when we're on the field.”

The effort pays off. Boasts Dr.
Glenn Neswick, principal of Long-
view High, “This is the only town I
know of where people leave the foot-
ball game before halftime so they
can be back in their seats in time to
watch the band.”

Kunkel has 200 tenth- through
twelfth-grade students in his unit

and 100 more in the ninth-grade
band. And, he says, they tend to be
well-rounded and popular with the
others. Few are heavily involved in
sports, however, and dual member-
ship in band and footballis prohibit-

ed.
But football is good for the band

program, Kunkel contends. “Our
team has won district or tied for it
for years,” he says, “so, naturally,
lots of folks turn out for our games.
The little kids watch the band and
want to be part of it.”

As respected as the Longview Band
is within Texas, it's especially grati-
fying when that reputation carries
outside the state’s boundaries. Kunkel
and some of his students were invited
to conduct a band camp in Mexico
last summer. “Mexico has had march-
ing bands in their high schools for
only about three years now,” he said,
“go they're looking for ideas. The
language barrier was a problem for
just a short time, then it all came
together. It was a realnice feeling.” &
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By JUNE BELLIS

: Longv1ew ngh School’s John “Pete’” Kunkel will
share his expertise with all other music teachers of
the Longview! Independent School district, as he
assumes the duties of supervisor of music.

The LISD Board of Education approved Kunkel’s
new duties at-a special meeting held recently. He
will remain at the helm of the Longview High School
award winning.band but now will coordinate all
facets of the LISD music programs, which include
strings, choir and band, mcludmg the elementary
schools..

:The, Longv1ew High School Band has gained
statewide and. national attention under the baton of
the 45 year.old band director.

Begmmng his career in the music field 25 years
ago ‘Kunkel-has served in Longview for 10 years.

Under ‘his:direction, LHS band has won such hon-
ors as the {‘outstanding band’’ in 1970 in competition
with“some 20-bands from over the nation at the
Annual.Virginia Beach Music Festival, ‘“‘outstand-
ing'band’’ in 1973 and 1978 at the Mexico City Invi-
tational, Cortest, superior in' concert playing at Six
Flags over.Ceorgia in 1975; superior in marching in
1476° at Florida Music World Festival and an invita-
tion:t perform m the Cotton Bowl and parade in

‘Addlt nally nme consecutlve sweepstakes

awards the hlghest band award in the state given by
Umver51ty Interscholastic League, have been gar-
nered under Kunkel.

Just this year, the LHS band garnered the largest
number of seats of the entire region in the All-
Region Band.

Kunkel is called upon to adjudicate each.year
numerous contests and clinics thoughout Tekas and
in Arkansas, Oklahoma, Louisiana and Kentucky.

Both his bachelor of music degree and the M. Ed
degree in music are from Stephen F. Austin State
University- where Kunkel attended on a full
scholarship.

When Kunkel was asked when he began his tran-
ing, he recalled entering the White Oak School band
program when he was a small lad, all of four feet
tall, in the seventh grade.

Not knowing for sure what instrument he would
play, he made a snap decision when he observed a
classmate carrying her piccolo with such ease.
Thus, when he told the band director, Ray
Swicegood, about his decision, the teacher stuck a
piceolo in his pocket and said from this day forward,
you will be “Piccolo Pete.” It has stuck all these
years, but now is reduced to just Pete by his friends.
When he was in the eighth grade and still only four
feet tall, Kunkel played his first piccolo solo as a
member of the White Oak High School Band as they

performed ‘‘Stars and Stripes Forever’ (the now
six-feet- two inches tall Kunkel stood on his chair so
he could be seen).

Kunkel says concerning the success of his band
program in Longview, “There is no secret to suc-
cess, band students have to like and be proud of what
they are doing. This pride is instrumental in Long-
view High School’s success.”

He noted that the past four or five years the band
has held a summer band camp at Beaver’s Bend and
this has been an asset to the program.

“The spirit and esprit de corps gained here is
invaluable in a band program he said. *

Always striving for perfection and sometimes
chided for his strong discipline of band members,
Kunkel observes, ‘I feel a band reflects the person-
ality of the director and will perform like the
director.

“If you fool around and waste their time, you cheat
them. Students can tell if you are sincere and will
accept it,”’ said the educator. ‘‘Kids are no different
today, even though they look and talk different, they
will still work just as hard as they used to,”” he said.

“Actually, today you can get more from them
because they have so much more potential and if you
don’t motivate them to produce—-they are being
cheated,”’ reiterated Kunkel.

JOHN KUNKEL



National Band Association

W. J. JULIAN, President

MARCHING BAND COMMITTEE November 21, 1979

.R. CASAVANT, Chairman
Box 1124
Chattanooga, TN 37401
615-842-5244

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

DAVE CATRON Mr. John Kunkel, Dir.
S K e NAVER Longview High School Band
SOSEPH T. SMITH Longview, TX

DAVID WELLS

JAMES R. WELLS Dear Mr. Kunkel:

I am happy to advise you that your band has been nominated
for consideration to the top ten bands of the United States.
The recommendation was made by Tom C. Rhodes. The final selec-
tions will be made by the NBA Marching Band Committee from
audio-visual materials. Please send to the letterhead address
as soon as possible a 16mm sound-color film of your band in
performance.

For any additional information of if you have questions,
please feel free to contact me in this matter.,

Sincerely,

522 Kf <?[Z§ AQUZL4;2£/

A. R. Casavant, Chairman
NBA Marching Band Comm.

ARC/ssb
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That’s A Lot Of Practice | o

«e cadets at West Point would be humbled to see the practice field stippled condition. A pivot point is where a marcher execut
- the Lobo Band at Longview High School. The students are so right flank, left flank or to-the-rear movement. We have vi
act in their steps, and in their “‘pivot points,” that instead of evidence of one reason the Lobo Band has consistently won hig
zég‘iz}g out the autumn grass evenly, the bandsmen have leftitin a marching ratings.
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BA

Perform

More than 800 delegates are in

San Antonio for the convention of

the Texas Bandmasters Association
at the Convention Center and Villita
all T e

== S

will continue

a2 “convention
through Saturday.
The agenda during the conven-
tion will include a performance by
the Sony Concert Band, under the
conduction of Toshio Akiyama.

Jazz drummer Ed Shaughnessy
will also participate in the conven-
tion.

The Texas Bandmasters Associa-
tion was first organized in Texas in
1923, before there were any public
school bands as such.

It was called the Texas Band
Teachers Association. These early
bands were comprised of students,
adults in the city and professional
musicians. ~

One - of the first, if not the first,
of all high school bands was formed
by Dr. R.T. Bynum in 1926, at the
Abilene High School. In those days,
there were very little money set
asise for bands.

Dr. D.O. Wiley, who is now re-
tired and living in Lubbock, was one
of the foremost college directors in
Texas in the early days, an associa-
tion spokesman said.

There were many outstanding
band directors who helped to form
the Texas Bandmasters as such in
the 1920s.

In addition to Bynum and Wiley,
organizers include Lyle Skinner of
Waco, Weldon Covington of Austin,
and Alto Tatum, T. Ward Moody
and Everett McCracken of Baylor
University.

These and many other men guid-
ed  TBA into the 1930s when the
choral and orchestra people began to
have programs within the high
schools and talk was instigated for
the formation of an organization
that would embrace all three types
of musical organizations in the
schools. ‘

The result was that the Texas
Music Educators Association was
born and the superintendents of
school began to work with the
musical organizations to set up rules
and regulations for competition,
which later was delegated to the
University Interscholastic League
for governing. '

In the 1930s and 1940s, there
were also national contests.

‘'The Texas Bandmasters, not
wanting to lose their identity after
the formation of TMEA, continued
to meet as a state organization,
holding annual or semi-annual mee-
tins at the TMEA convention and
the state and national contests.

During the war years, 1941-1946,
travel was restricted and there were

no contests. The TBA continued in -

name, with a few band directors
trying to assemble at some point in
the state each year for talk and so-
cial visiting.

In 1947, Lyle Skinner of Waco
and Pat Arsers of San Ar ‘onio were

instrumental in the con::{mation of

’ '

f

DR. BILL MOFFIT
First vice president.

_EIRSTAIN - TEXAS COMMUNITY SERVICE e

DERB CRAIN
President.

DICK WHITTEN
Second vice president.

the TVXX TBA. The decided that a
convention for band directors of the
state was needed to meet specific
demands of bands. :

A convention was held the fol-
lowing year in San Antonio at the
Alamo Heights High School.

There were only a couple of
tables, and Sol Frank, C. Brun and
Southern Music, all musical stores in
San Antonio, brought a few instru-

DR. CHARLES TRAYLER
Secretary-treasurer.

ments, uniforms and music sheets
for the directors to see.

Growth continued and the con-
vention was held at Jefferson High
School, then the White Plaza Hotel,

then the Gunter Hotel, and finally, ,

in 1968 it moved to the Convention
Center.

Eldon Janzen, University of
Arkansas, will conduct a clinic dur-
ing the convention.

-H S

MASTERS
MEET IN

Japanese

Band To

ELDON JANZEN
To hold clinic.

JOHN C. “PETE” KUNKEL
Sergeant-at-arms.

TBA officers include Derb Crain,
Dumas High School, Dumas, presi-
dent; Dr. Bill Moffit, University of
Houston, first vice president; Dick
Whitten, Mackinzie Junior High
School, Lubbock, second vice vice
president; Dr. Charles Trayler, Abi-
lene Christian University, secretary-
treasurer; and John C. “Pete” Kun-
kel, Longview High School, Long-
view, sergeant-at-arms.

Top Musicians Will
Thrill Audiences

The 1979 Texas Bandmasters As-
sociation meeting will include per-
formances by several well-known
musicians.

Toshio Akiyama will conduct the
Sony Concert Band during a per-
formance at the Theater for the Per-
forming Arts.

The Tokyo-based band was for-
mally organized in 1957. Akiyama
was appointed the official conduc-
tor.

The band had its first public
performance in 1958 in ToKyo. It
had 25 members. In 1959, the band
got first prize at the Tokyo Area
Band Contest in the Class B Industi-
ral Band Group.

It first appeared on television in
1960 in Tokyo. T

In 1964, the band won first prize
in the industrial band group at the
All Japan Band Contest.

In 1960, the band organized a
baton twirling team.

The band has conducted annual
concerts since 1965. In 1974, the
band held a special concert in Kosai
City, with William Gower of the
University of Southern Mississippi
as the guest soloist.

The band performed in a special
concert in 1976 to commemorate the
30th anniversary of Sony.

The band is comprised of em-
ployees of Sony who participated in
band programs in high school. All
instruments, equipment, music and
uniforms are furnished by the
company. N

Another participate in this year’s
convention is Ed Shaughnessy. The
drummer is the author of two in-
struction books, “New Time Signa-
tures in Jazz Drumming” and “Big
Band Drummer’s Reading Guide.”

He is one of today’s most sought
after drum set clinicians in interna-
tional music education.

‘Shaughnessy is the drummer in
Doc Severinsen’s band on the “To-
night Show.”

He has performed with every
major symphony in the United
States, countless big bands and has
backed almost every creative ensem-
ble ever to enter a recording studio,
a spokesman for the association
said.

ar
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By JUNE MOORE
Staff Writer

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. —
Shouts of “We’re number one”
and “Hook ’em Horns” filled the
overly crowded dome civic cen-
ter here as teary-eyed Longview
High School bandsmen were
named “Outstanding Band” of
the 1970 Virginia Beach Music
Festival. :

A standing-room-only crowd

Longuiew Morning Towrnal

->» "Cast D.'sxaa'_fa’tgut and Most C’om/z[zb: ._//l/(omérzg c/\/zw.&./mﬁa"(—

LONGVIEW, TEXAS, SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 20, 1970

witnessed the unraveling of
much emotion and tension
Thursday night, as the 120-mem-
ber Lobo Band hoisted director
John Kunkel into the air,
marched to the stage and sang
“The Eyes of Texas.”

The award for ‘“Outstanding
Band” was the last to be pre-
sented, and a dramatic hush
swept over the overflowing
crowd as an enormous banner

JOHN KUNKEL
) Band Director

Longview

RICKEY TOWLER
Asst, Band Director

(itizens

To- Welcome Band

The city of Longview pre-
pared Friday to give a big wel-
come to members of the Long-
view High School Lobo Band,
Thursday night named ‘Most
Outstanding Band” at the 1970
Virginia Beach Music Festival.

Comments from city leaders
and civic - minded citizens re-
vealed pride in the band’s ac-
complishment.

cation. While congratulating the
band, we also commend the
Band Boosters Club and the
community for the solid moral
and financial support given this
fine group of young people, All
of us are proud of the national
honor the band has brought to

our splendid city and school
system.” ‘
Dr. Charles Mathews. super-

with “Virginia Beach Music Fes-
tival Outstanding Band, Long-
view High School, Longview,
Texas,” was unfurled,

Boys and girls and chaperons
alike, screamed with joy, and, of
course, cried when the an-
nouncement was made,

Winning the coveted title cul-
minated months, even years of
hard work—three years of hard
practices and captured titles for
the Lobo Band and its director,
and some three months of spirit-
ed campaigning by local citizens
to raise funds for the journey.

Preceding the top award,
Charlotte, Mich., band members
claimed the second place award,
and Falls Church, Va., won third
place. _

It was not an easy contest to
win, There was stiff competition
from 18 excellent, top-rated

bands, representing 12 stafes.

Competition included marching,
sight reading, a military-like
inspection and concert perform-
ance,

But, as Kunkel predicted in
April, the Lobo Band “wowed”
them in Virginia.

“Longview, in their perform-
ances, undoubtedly topped any
previous winner in the nine
years we've had the festival
throughout the festival,” Al
Mailhes, executive vice presi-
dent, Virginia Beach Chamber
of Commerce, said Thursady
evening.

The local chamber sponsored
the music festival. ;

Military officers who inspected
the band commented:

“An excellent band . ..a pleas-
ure to inspect.”

“Their precision drilling is ex-
cellent, their movements look al-

like a military band,” were a
few other comments made by
spectators at the four-day festi-
val.

From the rigid military inspec-
tion, to the Grand Festival Pa-
rade through the crowded streets
of Virginia Beach; from the
sight reading contest, to the
“2001: A Space Odessey” con-
cert performance, the Lobo band
glittered like gold.

When the band returned to the
motel, last year’s winner and
this year’s ,honor band visited
them, and performed a short
concert in their honor,

The Longview band has been
invited back to the 1971 Music
Festival as Honor Band, having
won the 1970 competition.

Nothing definite has been said
about leaving, but feeling is the
band. will be starting for home

most mechanical, they look just

about 2 a.m. Friday. Since if is
about a 30-hour trip, they should
arrive in  Longview between
12:30 to 3:30 p.m. Saturday,

US. Navy Lt Cmdr,

T. W. Adcock presented the Lobo
band with the following ci-

tation at the conclusion of the

Thursday night ceremonies:

“T'he Commanding Officer,
School of Music, takes pleasure
in commending Mr. John Kun-
kel and the Longview High
School Band, Longview, Texas
for outstanding performance
as’ set forth in the following
citation:

“For superiority in competi-
tion during the 1970 Beach Music
Festival,  Your demonstrated
proficiency in areas of march-
ing drill, concert performance
and sight reading, rank you
among the very best of high
school bands in the United

States of America. Your team -
competitive spirit a intense de-
sire to excel are commendas
ble. You are a credit to your
parents, your school and your
country.”

Oh, yes, rumor had it that
Lobo band members planned a
near-midnight swim for Director
Kunkel. Though the talented di-
rector doesn’t know how to
swim, tell Mrs. Kunkel not to
worry—the pool is only six feef,
deep.

Longview Band
as Total Of

15 Members

The Longview High School
Lobo Band, which took first
place honors in the Virginia
Beach Music Festival Thursday
night, has a total of 115 mem-
bers,

Lobo band members are:

Rodney Adkins, Fred Allen,
Joe  Alotto, Vickie Armond,
Rosemary Baccus, Maragret
Ballew, Marty Baumgardner,
Duane Baushke, David Bisch-
off, Julia Blachley.

Sherry  Borders,  Michael
Brooks, Patricia Brown, Becky
Brown, Valerie Brown, Deborah
Burgess, Gloria Burgin, Steve
Canter, Mike Carlisle, John
Cessna.

Harry Clark, Dennis Cochran,
Elizabeth Cole, Chris Coleman,
Phyllis Collins Steve Comer,
Cyathia Condray, Lynn Cooper,
Eleanor Crump, William Da-
vis.

Jack Douglas, Debra Dowd,
Elizabeth Durham, Brad Ed-
wards, William Edwards, Danny
Ellison, Sherry Field, Brooks
Flemister, Deborah Floyd, Ann
Forester,

Gerald Fricks, Ann Furge;
Barbara Glass. Georgia Grant.




JOHN KUNKEL
g Band Director

Longview

RICKEY TOWLER
Asst, Band Director

Citizens

To- Welcome Band

The city of Longview pre-
pared Friday to give a big wel-
come to members of the Long-
view High School Lobo Band,
Thursday night named “Most
Outstanding Band” at the 1970
Virginia Beach Music Festival.
Comments from city leaders
and civic - minded citizens re-
vealed pride in the band’s ac-
complishment.

A warm welcome is being
planned for the band when it re-
turns to Longview Saturday
(now tentatively scheduled for
anytime between 12:30 and 3:30
p.m.)

Mayor Bill Rice will desig-
nate a mayor pro tem to repre-
sent him and the City of Long-
view,

Also on the program will bhe
Ferris Brown, president of the
Longview Band Boosters Club,
and a representative of the
Longview Ministerial Alliance.

The three buses will be es-
corted.into the city by the Long-
view Police Department, the
Sheriff’s Department and the
State Highway Patrol,

The program will be staged at
the entrance to the band hall on
Fourth Street,

Ferris, Bill Renfro and B, F.
Shepherd are in charge of ar-
rangements,

Mrs. Carl Estes, whose news-
papers had a staff writer in Vir-
ginia Beach fto report day-to-
day activities of the band, said
she was thrilled by the news
that Longview had won the
highest competitive honor. “We
are very proud of, and happy
for, every member of the band,
the band director and the assist-
ant director, The accomplish-

ment is a great reward for their
manv haoimre af warlr and Aadi

cation. While congratulating the
band, we also commend the
Band Boosters Club and the
community for the solid moral
and financial support given this
fine group of young people, All
of us are proud of the national
honor the band has brought to
our splendid city and school
system.” :

Dr. Charles Mathews, super-
intendent of the Longview Inde-
pendent School District, com-
mented, “We are proud of our
excellent Longview High School
Band. We feel it is one of the
top bands in the entire United
States. The band has brought
honor to the school, to the city
of Longview, and to the state of
Texas. I extend my congratula-
fions to the director John Kun-
kel and to the Lobo band mem-
bers, We're looking forward to
having them come home.”

Royal J. Carby, president of
the Longview Chamber of Com-
merce, said, “If is a great hon-
or to the community and es-
pecially to the boys and girls
who are members of the band.
It was a great opportunity and
the winning of this honor has
been instilled in their minds. We
wish them continued success.
This demonstrates what can be
done as to teamwork, No one
can do it alone.”

Said Ferris Brown, president
of the Band Booster’s Club for
the past year, “We're extreme-
ly delighted. This is an excel-
lent conclusion to a fine year.
Furthermore, we appreciate
what the Longview News, other
media, and the people of Long-
view have done to help us with
this project. Thank you for the
support in our fund - raising ef-
fort and for the tremendous
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the top award,
Charlotte, Mich., band members
claimed the second place award,
and Falls Church, Va., won third

Preceding

place.

It was not an easy contest to
win. There was stiff competition
top-rated

from 18 excellent,

TOPS AT VIRGINIA BEACH—The Longview High School Band was named
“outstanding band of the festival” Thursday night in ceremonies at Virginia
Beach, Va., Music Festival. A Virginia Beach Chamber of Commerce official

hibited. We are most interested
in getting word from the band
as fo their time for arrival
home. We certainly want to
welcome them back in style,”
B. F. Shepherd, chairman of
the financial committee of the

Band Booster’s Club, had this to .

say: “It is a thing we had hoped
for, but didn’t dare expect, be-
cause some of the stiffest com-
petition in America was pres-
ent, Truly we are elated.  We
just knew they could do it. The
time for arrival is uncertain,
We’d like for as many as can to
meet the band.”

Jim Parker, incoming presi-
dent of the Band Booster’s
Club, commented, “I'm just as
proud as can be. All of the par-
ents are proud of the news from
Virginia Beach, T've just been
so excited since ghearing of the
honor. As the only parents with
two children making the trip,
we are doubly happy. The band
members did it and they should
take the credit. We're making
plans for a big entry when they
arrive ir. Longview.”

Mrs, F. R. Jackson, member

‘evening.
the music festival.

the band commented:

“An excellent band . ..a pleas-

ure to inspect.”

sion, stated, “Naturally we were
all pleased. It is an honor for
Longview to have young people
of this caliber. It’s a thrill to
have them become interested in
the fine arts. With so much ug-
liness going on in the world,
this is a good thing for our city
to publicize. It is a real honor
for them to show such a meas-
ure of success.”

Bill Rice, mayor of the city of
Longview, said, “All of us are
proud that the Longview High
School band went to Virginia
Beach to compete and serve as
good - will ambassadors for our
city. For them to win first place
in the competition brings spe-
cial honor for the band, (he
school and our city.”

Bob Boyett, past president of
the Band Booster’s Club said,
“It’s great! I've had a continu-
ing interest in this program for
many years through four dif-
ferent directors, My interest
still continues, T'm just real
proud of these kids. There are
hardly any others that work
harder. It really pleases us that
an honor of this type would be

The local chamber sponsored

Military officers who inspected

“Their precision drilling is ex-
cellent, their movements look al-

said the Lobo Band was
val.” (STAFF PHOTO).

them, and performed a short
concert in their honor,

The Longview band has been
invited back to the 1971 Music
Festival as Honor Band, having
won the 1970 competition.

Nothing definite has been said
about leaving, but feeling is the
band will be starting for home

ku': 'l"\/l Avin wan xx R TLe Jlnl\!WlllS
citafion:

“For superiority in competi-
tion during the 1970 Beach Music
Festival,  Your demonstrated
proficiency in areas of march-
ing drill, concert performance
and sight reading, rank you
among the very best of high
school bands in the United

“the best ever to compete in the nine-year-old festi-

THEY LIKE FIN MARCHING — It’s self-
Virginia Beach appreciated the splendid m
The Longview musicians were given hio ov

i

evident how much \t‘vhese yotﬁé ‘sﬁpééfgt'brsvz'it
arching of the Longview High School Band,

afione everv fime fthoxw norfarmaoad. v, <

s [ o )
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Has Tofal Of

115 Members

The Longview High School
Lobo Band, which took first
place honors in the Virginia
Beach Music Festival Thursday
night, has a total of 115 mem-
bers,

Lobo band members are:

Rodney Adkins, Fred Allen,
Joe  Alotto, Vickie Armond,
Rosemary Baccus, Maragret
Ballew, Marty Baumgardner,
Duane Baushke, David Bisch-
off, Julia Blachley.

Sherry  Borders,  Michael
Brooks, Patricia Brown, Becky
Brown, Valerie Brown, Deborah
Burgess, Gloria Burgin, Steve
Canter, Mike Carlisle, John
Cessna.

Harry Clark, Dennis Cochran,
Elizabeth Cole, Chris Coleman,
Phyllis Collins Steve Comer,
Cynthia Condray, Lynn Cooper,

Eleanor Crump, William Da-
vis.

Jack Douglas, Debra Dowd,
Elizabeth Durham, Brad Ed-
wards, William Edwards, Danny
Ellison, Sherry Field, Brooks
Flemister, Deborah Floyd, Ann
Forester,

Gerald Fricks, Ann Furge;
Barbara Glass, Georgia Grant,
Luwilda Grant, Charlotte
Graves, Martin Gruver, Bever-
ly Hall, Bill Hammons, Elaine
Hart.

Pamela Hart, David Harwell,
William Hewell, David Hickey,
Howard Hobbs, Alice Holt, Jack
Hopkins, Brenda Houck, David
Houck.

Phillip Hunter, David John-

son, Donnie Jones, Lynnette
Kirkley, Nancy LeTourneau,
Sheryee  LeTourneau,  Mar-

garet Lockett, Carlos Lyons, Su=
san Martin, Carol Mayo.

Robert McFee, Gay McCas-
land, Debbie McCratic, Debbhie
Miller, Brad Mitckell, John
Montgomery, Roger Moore,
Theresa Myers, Randy Nelms,
Timmy Nelson.

John Ogden, Ken  Parker,
Marilyn Parker, Larry Phillips,
James Pierce, John Power,
Richard Presson, David Prothro,
Kevin Prothro, Shadaria Reese,
Reese.

Kathleen Reeves, Billy Ren-
fro, Belinda Roach, Lloyd Rog-
ers, Vickie Rollins, David Sam-
mons, David Sanford, Fred Sig-
lar, Larry Sills, Mike Siscoe.

Eddie Slaback, Gary Smith,
Hardy Smith, Stephen Smith,
Charles Starnes, Deborah Ste-
vens, Susan Temple, Jackie
Thomas, Judy Thomas, Harold
Todd, Belinda Vinson,

Pat Wages, Ben Waller, Vic-
kie White, Sharon Williams,
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In Concert
ARK-LA-TEX
Band Conference

\ Louisiana Tech University
£ Howard Auditorium
February 1, 1980

LONGVIEW HIGH SCHOOL

SYMPHONIC BAND

JOHN KUNKEL, Director ' R%D PARK, Assistant Director




W. Francis McBeth | PROFESSOR OF MUSIC — RESIDENT COMPOSER — OUACHITA UNIVERSITY
Arkadelphia, Arkansas 71923 @ (501) 246-2732

Lo 8¢

Representing: Southern Music Co. € San Antonio, Texas




polerd UNITVERSITY

Fuston, Louisiana 718272

College of Arts and Sciences
Department of Music February 5, 1980

Mr. John Kunkle
Director of Bands
Longview High School
Longview, TX 75601

Dear Pete:

My sincere congratulations for the very fine performance by the Longview
Symphonic Band at our ARK-LA-TEX Band Conference. We had a very successful
conference this year and your concert was a valuable asset toward our

goal of excellence. B

You are to be very proud of your band. They played beautifully and truly
represented themselves as most outstanding. We were very proud to have

the Longview Band perform at the conference and commend every member of

the band for a job well done.

T wish for you continued success. My warmest regards!

Sincerely,

RAYMOND G. YOUNG, Head
Department of Music

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY UNIVERSITY




Northeast Liouisiana University

Bands
55 Monroe, Louisiana 71209
Jack W. White (318) 342-2139
Director February 4, 1980

Dr. Roger V. Foss
Assistant Director

Mr. John Kunkel and the
Tongview High School Band
Longview, TX

Dear Folks:

et me take this means to express to each and all of you my most
sincere congratulations on the very outstanding performance at
the Ark-TLa-Tex Conference this past weekend. It was most exciting
and musical and very well prepared. I was really impressed with
the technical ability of your band as well as the attention to
the nuances of the music. .~

T can imagine the hours of both individual and group rehearsal
that went into the concert. You have every reason to be proud
and I know your parents, school, and community are indeed quite
proud of you both for the present accomplishments as well as
those in the past. Keep the high standards going and continue

to be an example for bands everywhere! I personally appreciated
your concert for many reasons. Thank you for this "musical high".

Best wishes for the future. I hope I get the opportunity to see
and hear your great band, again, in the future.

S;néé ely, ;
«:fﬂdé

Jack W. White
Director of Bands
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1979-80 EXECUTIVE 30ARD

PAUL GRAY

President

Bus. 394-1144 Res. 394-4122
RAMEY HERREN

1st Vice President

Bus. 667-4116 Res. 667-4414
FRANKLIN WASHBURN

2nd Vice President

Bus. 565-0314 Res. 562-7734
J. RAYMOND BRANDON

Executive-Secretary

Bus., Res. (501) 753-2761
DON JONCES

Board Mmember

Bus 763-8311 Res. 762-2067
PATRICIA ELLISON

Board Member

Bus. 751-4838 Res. 756-9371
BILL HICKMAN

Parliamentarian

Bus. 673-8856 Res. 673-6550

RON BRYANT
Immediate Past President
Bus. 758-1050 Res. 753-6028
JIM HATCH
Qrchestra Chairman
I ~. 982-1095 Res. 378-0816
b iNORA BUCHANAN
Parliamentarian-Elect (1980-81)
Bus. 452-2226 Res. 452-4916

REGION CHAIRPERSONS
1 ROBERT NELSON

Bus. 425-6014 Res. 425-5944
It MIKE JONES

BUS. 637-3691 Res. 637-4404
1 ROBERT HESSE

Bus. 777-2727 Res. 777-8591
v C.T. FOSTER

Bus. 364-4312 Res. 364-6679

\ MARSHALL TOWNSEND

Bus. 778-4286 Bes. 778-0830
Vi LORENZO SMITH

Bus. 225-8415 Res 227-6576
Vil CLAUDE SMITH

Bus. 268-8800 Res. 268-7039
Vitl MARK ANDERSON

Bus. 236-2432 Res. 239-3162
1X PHIL BURNS
Bus. 732-1190 Res. 735-6125

Sc/zoo/ /.?anc[ anc[ OrcAed[ra _/4.440ciah'on

John Kunkel

Eand Director
Longview High School
Longview, Texsas

Dear Pete,

I wanted to drop you a line to express my app-
reciation, and thet of our entire association,
for the highly competent adjudication by you

and your associstes at the Arkansas Stete Band
Contest. Your consistency was s high water mark
in this state in my memory.

My wish is thst we could heve you back every
year.

Please acceprt my warmest regards and wishes for
your continuecd success,

hncerely,
Y

L ’i’l\/jvy

Hamey Herren

LAMAR COLE
Arkansas Activities Association
Bus. 372-0383




niversif_z/ (y[ Arizona
ands

James Heene, Director
‘Dana 7{0{5[23567?67; Asst. Director

Dave HMassey, Graduale Asst.

Marching, Symphonic, (oncert Bands ~Wind Fnsemble ~Fep Band




Robin Watson - Executive Secretery

New Boston High School

New Boston, Texas 75570

Four States Bandmasters Association

January 29, 1981 -

John Kunkel
Longview High School Eand
Longview, Texas

Dear Pete,

Thank you for bringing your wind ensemble to perform
January 10 at the F.S.B.A. Convention. I have heard
many great comments about your performance from the

‘area band directors. We had over 100 directors and 500

band members involved in our convention., We hope to
have you and some of your students continue to par-
ticipate each vear in Four States,

I hope this was a valueable performance for your
group and that the remainder of the vear will be
successful.

Sincerely,

A R St
4 & -
A ’:/ PR
T e A
I B e N ]

Robin Watson
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Stephen #. Austin State Uniuversity

DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC

HALL OF FAME

Outstanding Educator
in
Instrumental Music

Jonn C Kunkes

awarded for meritorious service and outstanding
leadership in the field of instrumental music
presented by
Kappa Kappa Psi
National Honorary Band Fraternity

/ / . J
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: Q SFASU President -
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__.rman, Department of Music Director of Bands '
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] SMILEY’S PHOTO, Inc.

3455 LOCKE ST. (817) 738-2175
The finesr in Color Portraiture and Composites FORT WORTH, TEX AS 76107

September 23, 1982

Members of the Band
Longview High School
Box 3268

Longview, Texas 75601

Dear Band,

As I drove up to the school on Wednesday, September 22nd, the driveway was
filled with all of you running over to the practice field, I mean really
"going". I thought to myself, "Boy, the Tast person must get electricuted

or something".

I went on into the school, tended to my business, and drove back out. I
saw all of you there in formation. I parked and walked over and stood next
to Mr. Cooper and watched you practice. Band, I must say that if you give
your fans the dedication and determination that you displayed that after-
noon, your fans should be very proud of you. I know that sometimes Mr.
Kunkel might seem 1ike a D.I., but we need more Tike him. My comment to
Mr. Cooper was, "I hope that my daughters and son will have an opportunity
to be able to know what genuine productive discipline is, like you do,
because they, in turn, will get to know what success will be".

Band, a Tot of people think that the best way is the easy way. Well, it
"ain't" so. I see you all puffing and huffing, snapping into place,
closing your eyes and wishing you were standing someplace else or lying
down in the shade. But knowing that you stuck it out and kept going that
extra mile - that's the difference between success and failure. Each day
that you keep sticking to it, I promise you that it will pay off in life,
because you will stick to it there also. If you get sloppy now, you will
see it over and over again the rest of your life. Keep working on that
next step, make it sharper and the next note cleaner, and it will show in
the future, because it starts right now.

Thank you for your involuntary display of coordinated perserverance. Keep
up the good work and have a great year.

My very best to all of you.

Sincerely yours,

2 .,
/ o

3 fo s
Y Y el
e ;

David "Smiley" Irvin

DI/3p




EMPHASIS EXCELLENCE

11 /17 / 82

Mr. John Kunkle
Longview High School
Longview, Texas 75601

Dear Mr. Kunkle and the Longview High School Band,

Congratulations! You people continue to amaze me. You are
the banner carriers for the great Bands of this whole area
and just keep on turning out fantastic performances.

I know you all work very hard but it really pays off. You
are not only the pride of Longview but of all East Texas.

~

Sincerely,

[
P i

[ 4 /
e
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Band Diréctor
Kilgore College




By JEFF LOUDY
Staff Writer .

On the afternoon of Feb 17, Pete Kunkeli

and Neil Grant, both of Longview, march-
ed to the center of the Houston Astrodoine
to defend Gregg County’s honor on the
field of sport.

It was to be competition of the highest
sort, with 50 compentors representing 25
Texas counties.

By the end of the day, Kunkel and Grant,
through sheer coucentration and skill,
were ranked fifth in the state. *

In washer pitching. .

“The correct term is washer pttchmg,
Grant said. “But we call it washer chunk-
ing.”

The game of washer chunking is played
much like pitching horseshoes with the
obvious difference being the equipment.

- Players. chunk 2%-inch diameter wash-

ers at holes 21 feet away. The holes are just

sh"htly larger than the washers and the
ol . of the game is to get the washer in
the uole

The washer chunking tournament was
sponsored by the Houston Fat Stock Show
and while it may be the newest competi-
tion on the state circuit, washer chunk-
ing’s been around for a long time.

“In the rural-areas it’s been going on for
as long as I can remember,” Grant said.

“When I was growing up there was a cer-
tain season for everything,” Kunkel said.
Washer chunking came in the early
spring, right before baseball.

He said that in some rural counties,
washer chunkers gather on courthouse
lawns to pass the time of day with their
favorite sport.

The beauty of washer chunking, accord-

Lom’gwew duo sbows expertqse in formal compeutmn

’ fuff phate by Mike Gibson
Pete Kunkel, left, and Neil Grant
practice washer pitching.

ing to Gregg County’s two experts, is that
it can be played nearly anywhere anytime.
“We have get-togethers and cookouts
and chunk washers till dark,” Kunkel said.
“It’s just something to do — cheap enter-
tainment.” )

It's also something their wives will toler-

ate.
“They’d rather us be doing this than

some of the thmgs we do,” Grant sald

Kunkel, Longview ngh School ban(
director, and Grant, of Tatum Music, sa:
that washer chunkmgs popularity tran
scends societal lines.

While on a band trip to the Bahamas
Kunkel said, he and Grant chunked wash
ers with Greek tourists 2

And, Kunkel said, 1ts easy to learn ¢
chunk washers.

“That’s why it's such a good game,” h
said. “Anybody can learn.”

But, Grant warns, there is some tech
nique.

“You don’t throw 1t flat,” he said. “Pitc!
it at an angle.” That way, when it hits th
ground it won’t bounce away.

Also, much like horseshoe pitching
chunking washers requires a smooth deliv
ery.

“It’s just a natural sense of rhythmni,
Kunkel said.

The Houston Fat Stock Show was th:
pair’s first formal competition; a compet
tion they feel they might have won.

“We didn’t practice enough,” Grant saic
“We felt we would have won if we’'d prac
ticed some more.”

They led through the first half of th.
competition, but a couple of wild throw
set them back.

There’s always next year, though Anc
Kunkel and Grant fear the publicit
they’re getting is going to bring out th-
challengers.

“We may have to have some playoffs,
Kunkel said. “I was hoping we could kee
it nid from everybody.”




\, -
\

THE LUMBERJACK BAND

Box 13043 - Stephen F. Austin State University

= ONTGOMERY
M}l)LirtAct(];- of Bands Nacogdoches, Texas 75962 - (713) 569-4702

MICHAEL PIERCE
Associate Director

January 21, 1982

Pete Kunkel

Director of Bands
Longview H.S.
Longview, Texas 75601

Dear Pete:

Just heard the news about the phenomonal success of the Longview
students at the All-Area tryouts and was so elated. to hear of
the large number of students who made All-State against the
tough competition of the Dallas-Ft. Worth area.

Needless to say we are extremely proud of the way your students
have represented the East Texas area and are even more proud

of the fact that these fine group of students are taught by our
present "Hall of Fame" graduate of Stephen F. Austin.

Please convey my congratulations to your students and that I
lock forward to seeing and hearing them in the All-State Bands
in San Antonio.

Best wishes for your continued success.

Sincerely,

Director of Bands

MM/ 1w




PROCLAMATIO N

WHEREAS, John Kunkel has devoted his life to the world of

music through teaching young people; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Kunkel has spent (tireless) hours in rehearsals
énd practices to build one of the finest high school band programs
in the nation and has, for fourteen years, lead the Longview High
School band to Sweepstakes Awards at UIL Contests,gnd has loved and
loyally supported the green and white during those fourteen years;

and

WHERTAS, he has served as departmentjhead at Longview High
gchool and has been an innspiration to other band directors at

Longview High and across the state; and

WHEREAS, he has become a friend, confidante and role model

to young people:

NOW, THEREFORZ, I, Mitch Henderson, by the authority vested
in me as Mayoiu of the City of Longview, Texas, do hereby PROCLAIM
September 6, 1983, as JOHN KUNKEL DAY in Longview, in celebration
of his birthday and in honor of this gentleman and his devotion

to public education.

IN WITNESS, WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused
the great seal of the City of Longview, Texas, te be affixed, this

1st day of September, 1983.

Mitch Henderson
Mayor







September 20, 1984

Mr. Pete Kunkel
Director of Bands
Longview Public Schools
Longview, Texas 75601

Dear NMr. Kunkel:

T am presently a senior in high school and president of the DeKalb High
School band., First, let me say how much I admire the great bands of Longview
¥Yigh, I have been watching the last few years of the UIL marching contest on
video tape and attended your spring concert last year at Longview. I also have
seen your fine band at UIL marching contest for the last four years.

T am planning to pursue a PhD degree in a double major of music education
and composition upon my graduation from high schocl. 1In the process of plan-~
ning to become a band director, 1 have begun my own personal library of band

music and recordings. I presently working on expanding

my standard military

march section. Beiug from DeKalb, I have come to know many marches and that

precision drill marching is the best type. I currently

have around one hundred

marches in my library but I am having trouble locating some that I wish to have.
Mr. Foster, before he retired, told me of the great library you have at Long-
iew and was planning to borrow some of the marches I wanted from you this year,

vi
however he left me.

We meet brielfly twice this summer. T play tenor saxaphone and your Jjudged

me at the Lone Star Band Clinic (First Chair remember?)
briefly when you attended one of the rehearsals of the

and again we spoke

SFA Band Camrp Honor

Bend, 1 realize with all the kids you come in contact with you probably don't
remember me, but I at least wanted you to know we have meet.

Would it be possible for me to borrow a few of your
T may copy the score and parts to them? I will only co
of print that I need. T will come to Longview and pick

marches overnight so that
the cnes which are out
them up and bring them

back to you the next day. T will greatly appreciate this and you'll be helping

out a future band director.

Thank you for taking time out to read this and I hope to hear from you soon.

Yours truly,
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If children were writing the
rules to motivate adults to-
ward excellence, I doubt..if
they could ever write & law.as
wacky as House Bill 72. -

Only a pack of Ph.D.s could ever
dream up a plan to motivate children
based on the idea that the way Lo en-
f;)}l\u'age chitlldren 1o love to learn i5 to

‘e away the very thing 2
most about school. ¥ things lhey_ ‘1?'%

I've had about how a bellyful .of
the sanctimonious tough-talk from
pl’ofess".ional educators about what
ﬁgtxcatlon is and what education’ is

Education is not only learning how
to execute an algebraic formula, It
isn't on_ly‘ diagramming sentences or
lr;]enwnmng how a bill becomes a

w. :

Given enough time, any idiot can
memorize the captial of Rhode Is:
land, but what good is it to have a
head full of facts if you haven't got
enough confidence fu pul facts to
productive, creative use?
Wh(,‘(_tmfidcnce, pride, social skills —

atever you call that intangible
ability to do things well — xinf}?k
you learn by being a member of a
band, choir, drill team, drama club .
.. yes, even a football team.

Somefhing learned

Who knows? Learning how to
Speak before crowds by participating
in school plays may give a student
enough self-confidence to try other
things — like reading,” writing, or
arithmetie. - -+ - : ”

who react well Lo a steady diet of
negative incentives, Asking -high
school students to give up band and
football until they conguer mathe-

_ matics makes as much sense as ask-

ing Texas legislators to give.up booze
and sex until they write perfect laws.
For kids, the magic grade is 70....
Any kid who makes-a grade below
70 on “real” subjects, such as chemis-
try and English, gets kicked out -of
so-called “extra” activities. for six

weeks.
One of the problems with this law is

“how it punishes indiscriminately.

Suppose you were in a play and-the
lead actress couldn't perform be-
cause she made 69 on a history test.

Another question .
If the play is going to be canceled
anyway, why should you break your
neck studying to pass all your
classes? Coe

While it's true that some students
are able to improve their grades
enough to get back inte the band or
the pep squad, seme aren’t, and those
are the ones we never hear about,

I have no doubt that tightening
controls on extracurricular activities
will force average students to make
better grades, but not all students
can be molded into the State Board
of Education’s image of 70 as accept-
ability. :

Some kids can’'t make 70 on a test,
no matter how much pressure you
bring to bear on them. In fact, the
only thing threats produce in some
students is lousier grades. ..

If House Bill 72 had been the law
in Texas when I was in high school, I
probably would have dropped out of
school and becorne a hobo. ™~

Rand to the rescue
You see, I couldn’t make 70 on a

“math test if my life depended on it

but what I never managed to learn in
math classes, I made up for in band.
John Kunkle, a hard-driving band
director, taught me enough about
pursuing excellence to last a life-
time. Every single day of the year,
he marched us up and down a foot-
ball team, teaching us to do our indi-
vidual and collective best.
People who've had just one
teacher like John Kunkle are lucky.
The number of teachers who have
both a love of their subject matter
and a love for their students is so
small that you could fit the entire
popuiation in the state of Rhode Js-
land. :
It doesn't matter if they teac
trigonometry or tidddlywinks. A
good professor teaches much more
than the subject matter. A gopd
teacher helps a student love to leam.
Threats and negative incentives
will produce a population of future
Texans who can operate on a-passing
level. But we are going {0 need maore
than mediocre minds to run this
state. .
Excellence can't be mass pro-
duced. It has to be cultivated, in both
regular and irregular ways, with
care. W
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
1993-1994

PHIL ANTHONY, PRESIDENT
5423 15TH
LUBBOCK, TEXAS 79416-5417
RES: 806-799-3143
SCHOOL.: 806-766-0636
CORONADO HIGH SCHOOL.
3307 VICKSBURG AVENUE
LUBBOCK, TEXAS 79410

JIM HAGOOD, 1ST VICE PRESIDENT
504 HIGHLAND DRIVE
NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS 75961-1102
RES: 409-560-4297
SCHOOL: 409-560-8133
NACOGDOCHES HIGH SCHOGL
4310 APPLEBY SAND ROAD
NACOGDOCHES, TEXAS 75961-1999

September 21, 1994

Mr. John Kunkel
Panola College

Rt. 4, Box 289-A
Carthage, Texas 75633

Dear John:

508 sranpenaeraen, 2uo vice rresioent 11 Dehalf to the Board of Directors of the Texas Bandmasters Association, it is a

1705 BALTIMORE
RICHARDSON, TEXAS 75081
RES: 214-234-4334
SCHGCOL: 214-768-2197
SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY
SMU BOX 493
DALLAS, TEXAS 75275

privilege to inform you that you will be recognized as the TBA BANDMASTER OF
THE YEAR at this summer's clinic in San Antonio, Texas, July 23-25. -

As you know, Texas Bandmasters Association is the oldest and largest organization

asTurchio, execurie secrerany — OF music educators of its type in the world. This summer's méeting will be the forty-

T8A OFFICE
10568 SENTINEL
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78217
TELEPHONE: 210-599-7585
FAX: 210-599-0358

MIKE OLSON, TREASURER
1800 JUNCTION HWY. #3C
KERRVILLE, TEXAS 78028

RES: 210-895-3255
SCHOOL: 210-257-2211
TIVY HIGH SCHOOL
1607 SIDNEY BAKER
KERRVILLE, TEXAS 78028

BOB PARSONS, SECRETARY
8001 MANASSAS DRIVE
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78745

RES: 512-441-0307
SCHOOL: 512-263-3144
WEST RIDGE MIDDLE SCHOOL

9201 SCENIC BLUFF DRIVE

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78745

CHARLOTTE ROYALL, SGT. AT ARMS
18030 BAMBRIDGE
HOUSTON. TEXAS 77090
RES: 713-580-6311
SCHOOL: 713-537-0043
BAMMEL MIDDLE SCHOOL
1500 SOUTHRIDGE
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77090

RANDY VAUGHN, IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT //

17426 BONNIE SEAN
KLEIN, TEXAS 77379-3854
RES: 713-376-9843
SCHOOL: 713-320-4400, EXT 347
KLEIN HiGH SCHOOUL
16715 STUEBNER-AIRLINE
KLEIN, TEXAS 77379-7376

World’s Largest

State Band Association

Building Better Bands!

//
/oea
President

eighth annual convention in San Antonio, and you will be the forty-first recipient of
TBA's Bandmaster of the Year.

Pete, it is a singular honor to be serving as President of TBA when you are our
Bandmaster of the Year! You have contributed so much to our profession, and your
reputation spans the entire state of Texas and beyond. Your bands in Hemphill,
Cleveland, Forest Park, and Longview set the standard for the rest of us in East
Texas. Itis a personal privilege to be in the same profession as Pete Kunkel--we all
have learned so much from you.

Congratulation for this honor! No one better represents our fraternity of band
directors than you, and we all look forward to this opportunity to recognize your
outstanding career. //

Sincerely,

agood

CC: Al Struchio

July 24-27,1994 e Convention Center ¢

%

% 47th Annual New Music and Marching Band Clini
San Antonio, Texas
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named

bandmaster of
TBA

the Longview band as the years
go by,” Kunkel

By Mike Elswick
‘East Texas Editor
~ John Kunkel, band director at
Panola College and former
director of Longview’s March-
'ing Lobo Band for 17 years, has
been selected Bandmaster of
the Year by the association rep-
resenting school band leaders
* from across the state.
-~ Jim Hagood, president of the
Texas Bandmasters Associa-
tion, said the group is the old-
st and largest organization of
music educators in the world.
- “(Kunkel has) contributed so
much to our profession,”
Hagood said. His “reputation
spans the entire state of Texas
and beyond.” .

Hagood cited Kunkel’s tenure
at Longview, Hemphill, Cleve-
land and Forest Park as setting
the standard for directors
across the region.

“No one better represents our
fraternity of band directors,”
Hagood said.

While Kunkel is winding up a
career that has spanned 41
years at public institutions in
Texas, he said his 17 years at
Longview were the highlight,
and the recognition his Lobo
Bands received was a big factor
in his selection for the TBA

“honor.
““We had some great years in
Longview,” Kunkel said Friday.
. When he was LHS band direc-
tor, the bands won 17 consecu-
tive sweepstakes awards at
state University Interscholastic
League competition.

But that was just part of con-
tinuing a winning tradition. In
fact, that streak of taking top
state honors for Longview High
bands is now nearing 50 years,
he said.

“T become more impressed with

said. “My 17

years in
Longview
was the high-
light of my
career,’’
Kunkel said.
“You couldn’t
buy that

experience
with a million
dollars. We
had a lot of
success sto-

ries and a
great bunch
of kids.”

For the past seven years he
has been band director at
Panola College in Carthage.
And, while it has been a big
change from working with high
school bands with 200 or more
students to junior college bands
with 50, it has been a pleasant
transition, he said.

Kunkel said he has been con-
ducting workshops and clinics
throughout the area.

When he retires at mid-term,
Kunkel plans to continue to do
clinic work with area bands.

“Pve really enjoyed my years
at Panola, it’s a nice
atmosphere,” he said.

Throughout his tenure in the
band directing profession,
Kunkel has been active in the
Texas Bandmasters
Association. :

He said membership has pro-
vided an opportunity to attend
state conventions every sum-
mer, network with other direc-
tors and continue learning.
“This is a really unique
profession,” he said, one he
would not have traded for
anything.

unkel

FL S -
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The Panola Watchman

Pete Kunkel .
PC's Kunkel
named top
director

Panola College band director
John "Pete" Kunkel has been sin-
gled out as the state's outstanding
band director. _ v

The Texas Bandmasters Asso-
ciation, an organization of college
and high school band directors, has
named Kunkel Bandmaster of the
Year. He was presented with the
award at the TBA convention in
San Antonio this summer,

Kunkel, who served in 1982-83
as present of the TBA, says he is
honored to have been chosen by his
colleagues for the award.

"To receive this is really a great
honor," he said. "I'm really thrilled
about it."

Kunkel this year celebrated his
41st year in TBA and in education.
He began his career as a band di-
—--—- rector at Hemphill High School,

- moving on to Cleveland for 10
years and Beaumont for three. He
spent 17 years at Longview High
_.— School before coming to Panola
College as director of the concert
and stage bands.

A He’s not the kind of guy to blow
his own horn, at least in this sense,
so well do it for him. A 76-
trombone salute to John Kunkel,

band director at Panola College
and former director of
Longview’s Marching Lobo Band
for 17 years. He has been selected
Bandmaster of the Year by the
Texas Bandmasters Associa-

R

tion, the oldest and largest

organization of music educa-
3 tors in the world.
Congratulations.




July 29, 1995

Mr. John “Pete” Kunkel
Rt. 4, Box 289-A
Carthage, TX 75633

Dear Mr. Kunke;,

I cannot describe the pride I felt when I heard you had been awarded the 1995
Bandmaster of the Year. It was only made more complete by seeing the tremendous
show of love and admiration from your colleagues at TBA.

It is possible that I have never told you how much you had to do with my becoming a
band director. I have so much to thank you for, and I am afraid I have let a lot of time
go by without ever saying so.

Thank you for making me play rhythmically accurate (something I still worry
about!) .

Thank you for expecting me to play expfeésively.

Thank you for playing such great pieces of music with us--it was in band that I
met Shostakovich, Bernstein, and Wagner.

Thanks for letting me write for the band--how lucky I was to have the instant
feedback that orchestration students would love to have. You
encouraged me to pursue this, and I appreciate it.

Thank you for holding me accountable for my actions.
Thank you for being a strong role model for all of us in the band.

There was never any doubt in my mind that something very special was happening in
the Longview High School band: those days were musically fulfilling for me. It was
inevitable that the entire state would recognize the standard of excellence you
established, not only for Longview, but for all of East Texas. I have always been proud
to say that I was your student, hut that pride was compounded hy seeing the entire

membership of TBA rise to thank you for all you have done  Congratulations!

With great admiration,

A 5
f
Ve

Fred J. Allen
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THE TEXAS BANDMASTERS ASSOCIATIO]
50TH ANNIVERSARY CONVENTION
AWARD OF APPRECIATION

PRESENTED TO

JOHN AND MOZELLE KUNKLE
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FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP AND DEDICATION
TO THE BAND DIRECTORS OF TEXAS
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A Salute to

John “Pete” Kunke

Guest Conductor for Lobo Band

hen John Kunkel entered the band program in the White Oak school system, he had no idea that
he was setting the course for his life, or for changing his name. Since that sixth grade year, the
flute and piccolo player has been called “Piccolo Pete” or just plain “Pete” by the thousands of

people his life has touched.

John “Pete” Kunkel received his Bachelor of Music degree in 1954 and the Master of Music Education
degree in 1955. Pete and his wife Mozelle met and married when they were students at Stephen F. Austin.
Mozelle is an SFA graduate with a major in Home Economics. They have two daughters: Kathy, who lives

“in San Francisco, and Debbie Rogers of Longview. They also have two grandchildren: Justin and Megan

Rogers.

Pete recently completed 43 years of teaching in Texas schools with experience at Nacogdoches Junior High
School, Hemphill High School, Cleveland High School, Forest Park High School in Beaumont, Longview
High School and Panola College.

Pete was High School Band Director and Music Supervisor of Longview ISD for 17 vears. Under his leadership,
the band won 17 consecutive UIL Sweepstakes Awards. His band members earned over 2,000 Class 1
medals at UIL Solo and Ensemble Contests and he placed 72 students in the Texas High School All-State
Band (nine in just one year, 1982). His band won the Outstandling Band Award at the Virginia Beach Music
Festival in 1970 and returned in 1971 as the Festival Honor Band. His bands received superior rating at
every festival and contest in which they participated, including Six Flags Over Georgia (two years), the
Mexico City Band Festival (two years), and the Florida World Music Festival.

During most of his years of teaching, Pete has been active in UILand TMEA on both the regional and state
levels. In 1981, he received the prestigious “Hall of Fame Award™ presented by Kappa Kappa Psi of the
Department of Music at SFA for the Outstanding Educator in instrumental Music. He is past president of
the Texas Bandmasters Association (1982-83), an organization of which he has been a member for nearly
40 vears, and in 1994-95, he was named Texas Bandmaster of the Year.

Pete was the flute instructor at the first SFA Band Camp 45 years ago. He taught at the camp until 1956.
His memberships in professional organizations include: Texas Bandmasters Association, Texas Music

Educators Association, Texas State Teachers Association, Texas Junior College Teachers Association, and
Phi Beta Mu International Band Fraternity.




RESOLUTION
‘Adopted January 26, 1 998

WHEREAS, Mr. Pete Kunkel has served Panola College as Band Director and Teacher from 1986 to
1997; and

WHEREAS, he has effectively discharged his duties and responsibilities; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Kunkel has been 1oyal to and promoted the institution and served beyond his required
duties; and !

WHEREAS, Mr. Kunkel has shown special concern for his students and their welfare both as a teacher
and as band director; and

WHEREAS, he worked to continue to improve his skills and to improve his profession by maintaining
mernbership in professional and civic organizations; and

WHEREAS, he will leave Panola College, December 19, 1997, be it therefore

RESOLVED, that the members of the Pariola College Board of Trustees go on record expressing their
appreciation to Mr. Pete Kunkel for his interest in and loyal support of the institution; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy bf this resolution be entered in the official minutes of the Panola
College Board of Trustees and that a copy be presented to Mr. Kunkel.

Attested:

Oornic N Al

Dr. Dennis Golden, /é’ hairman
Board of Trustees |

Dr. William Edmonson, President
Panola College




Longview High School Band

University Interscholastic League
Comment Sheets

Seventeen Years

- of
Sweepstakes

1969-70 through 1985-86




