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HIGH THURSDAY ....... 72
LOW TODAY ............ 49
NOON ............. e 59

FORECAST: Fair and cooler
tonight. Fair through Satur-
day. -

(UPI, NEA) - 10 Cents
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‘Bandmasters
~Group Honers
Robert Gans

Robert. Gans, band director at

. Borger High School for the past

.SIx years, has been honored by
the Texas Bandmasters Associa-
tion with ‘a" certificate or Tecog-
nition for 20 years of continu-
ous membership in that elite or-
ganization.

Now in his 21st year of teach-
ing, the New Haven, Conn., na-
tive. holds bachelor and master
of music degrees. from Hardin-
Simmons University. He taught

er College before movinz to Bor-
ger in’ 1965. ' :

- membe'r,“ and formérr'Re-

vision of the Texas Music Edu-
cators -Association, Gans also
holds membership in the Texas
Bandmasters Association " and
Phi Beta Mu band directo
fernity, .~ 2

cert playing. The greatest honor
was the invitation extended to
Gans and the Borger Banrd to
participate in the Cotton Bowl
Classic on New Years Day two
years ago. :

Oct. 26 the Borger band will
ibe participating in the Regional

i UIL Contest in Canyon trying to

iretain their sweepstakes honor
1 §won last year. According to
‘Gans, Borger Bandsmen are
ischeduled to march at 3:08 p.m.
Tuesday. -
" The Borger Band’s Christmas
concert is scheduled -Dec. 14,
Gans said, adding it will be held
/in the high school auditorium.

at Midland#Winters afid Rang-~ -

gion 1 president of the band di-

| .During Gans’ "six - years as.
band director, the Borger Band
has gained ‘‘statewide "acclaim =
for " its. ‘excellence of perform- .
ance in both marching and con---
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i l—e' BY GEORGE DOLAN o~
- |"+“Why,” demanded a coffee

{ drinker, stirring in sugar, “do
& - ‘newspapers omly carry stories

h

tabout kids who steal hubcaps,
drive’ 110 miles an hour and
shoot -their stepfathers? Why
1don’t they give more. space to
the kids' who make A in citizen-
ship and imow the neighbors’
llawns'_.?”; RS

; swer, of course, is pub-
'ilic reaction. R |
" I° Write a story about a kid who 1
.- {has 15 years of perfect Sunday ,
* tSchool -attendance, and 117 |
i1pothers - will write  and call.
: about. their kids, all of whom
. have’ 16 years: of perfect af-
r{endance. : - . '

;b The same principle:applies to
" “stories-about peaches that grow -
. -in clusters, about squashes that
-t grow nine feet lohg-and about
" .32-year-old grandmothers. . -

‘Someone always comes along .
to top the story:: . .
: BRIt 2 -

|
| Take high school bands . . .
Bending under the persuasive.
eloquence of Pecos Jo W.
"Camp, I wrote a_piece abouf the
outstanding record of the high
» school band there.

! Band directors’ mothers, band
directors’ wives, band directors’

- students and band directors’
:friends wrote, .called and but-
:tonholed, each. claiming a band -
‘record as good_ or better.” -

i . Most persistent was Bob Rose
i of Winters, who was: lobbying
i on behalf of Robert Gans, who .
;directs the Winters Blizzard

BOMBED BY BANDS

Rty

. Band. And elementary bands.
And the junior high band. And
the high school choir. And a
girls> ensemble and a swing -
“band. . '

In five years under Gans' di-
rection,” Rose ™ points -ouf, the
highschool band has ‘won five
Sweepstakes.: awards, 31 - indi-

. Vidual trophies and 176 first, di
vision. medals. 37 i

The "band won jor:;
ophiez in-.a single ¥ saysy
-Rose. Alsg, -Gans each.year has®

‘the all-state band. '
¢ One-wonders, ‘paturally, the
motive of 2 Rose who cam-
[paigns so conscientiously on be-
half of a Gans. ...
L just admire him,
plained. - o .
.- One stares at him,"still'inot..
" satisfied. ; S
* ‘I respect him?".
More staring, - : ;
“Well,” said Rose, cracking
: r}lcztxll'der_.n.‘the. strain, “it’s -like :

++“Pidced at Jeast Bbe stident ons

' he ex-

* & %

THERE’S A REASON

One year, when Winters was
host for an Interscholastie
League band contest, Rose was
grooming the marching field. =

Gans, inspecting - the turf,
walked up behind him. i

At that moment, Rose’s trac-
tor-drawn lawnmower hit a rock.

A piece .of Tock hit one of
Gans’ finger. It was the fore-
finger, a digit that is indispensa-

. - ble to a band director. The fin-
7 ' &er was broken. . ‘. -

D “Mr. Ganbs,” confesses Rose,
. ~was mnot a. happy man: Not
only did it work .a hardship on-
_ him- the next day ‘at the con-
. fest, but for several daysto
come it interfered with other ob-
ligations such as: piano and
organ playing at the Lions Club
and at church . ..” -

‘Maybe other- West Texas band
directors can top Gans’ efforts.
But one.thing’s sure:

1 No one has a better Teason to

/ speak up on a band director’s]
behalf than Rose. He's got some
making up to do'. . . :

TEACHER PAY I
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ROBERT R. GAN!

Robert R. Cans devoted his life 1o music. As a distinguished high scho  band direete: (or oo te oo o

inspired his students. As a result, they camed award after award. TP ir successes wer: o wel o uo Do
standards of personal discipline and hard work balanced artfully bv his ; nuine conce foriiva o fie e
and continues to be, an inspiration to his students, his family, his fric- 5. and colizacne,

Bob Gans was bom in New Haven, Connecticut to Mary Freed and Aar Gans on Augrs . N B
after they emigrated from Russia. The oldest of three sons, al age five * hegan piane oo i
helping support the family playing for silent movies, in clubs, and bure: 5o, He gradnated fo e

School in 1938 and moved to Greenwich Village "where the music scc » was.”

In 1942, Bob was dmfted into the U.S. Army and assigned to Hunteville exas asa Goreas = 10 00 00

camp. Bob also served his country musically as planist in both the Ma attan, Kapea:. L5 . e
Barkley Service Club Orchestra. While in the Armay, Bob met and m: —ied Joysue Belloeo e DD 0D
He was graduated from Hardin Simmons University with a Bachelor of \ -sic dogree in 120 wse o o
first Master of Music degree ever conferred by Hardin Simmons in May {1950, Bob's mes oo o '
"An Investigation of Class Piano in the Public Schools.” While at Hard - Stmmens e was st )
Among Students in American (o : Iniversiti 947-48, Ho also was elecina b v on

Chi National Scholarship Socicty, whose members rank in the top 10 orent of the stugert v i o
P ¥» Whe P

member of the world famons Herdin Simmone Cowboy Marching Banc  20d had the oo

pinnho soloist at many mvitstional events. such as the insuguration of (- crnor Bufor jeste

college education. he also performed with the Jack Free Qrchestrm of © alene,

Bob hegan his icaching career 1n Ranger, Texas in a dual rle as high =hool baud dime oo L
of music theory at Ramger Junior College.  During his two-year tenure -om 1950-52. ne i VI

School Bulldog Fight Song. which continues to inspire students and | anger football T o
accepted 8 position as conductor for the Cowden Junior High School [ ads in Madiaed, 7oy

from 1932-1954. From Midland he accepted a position as band and « oir director o Nt Doree
Taram Counlv. a secondary school to the small North Texas commun: s of Rhome. diou-

Even during his cardy carcer, Bob Gans managed to ennch each ' ¢b school miare
£ ) £

participated, always leaving a program better than he found it. In 1957 however, wher o Vot e e
Sehool District Superntendent and School Board recruited him to hes he Winters 130 4o gt
had his chance to do what he did best—to build music programs and 1. arich the hooo e o i
worked,

In Winters, Bob was charged with restructuring the Winters band and elc -al prograps irm e oo Coowloar
school, The Schoot Board gave him two years in which to win a first di enn Conee= oo 5 tee hagd
schet band 1 did it the fiest vear, In 1955, and for the next ten ars, the Vo woihie o RELTRNT Y
Swe Connr b sehodasiie League (UIL) compete o0 Thos sae e v IR
per ~o Hentegmated eveny s Pt b e e i
bai: Cuib povang” bis studes e provdnn s had s W g e
thes Lyl Bapd memien coNe g, P
of A R BRI et . enternd.
Thou ; Lt ik

thes: G Bowas o S ddede ;

Wit
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ROBERT R. GAD -

Rubert 13, Cans devoted his life to music. As a distinguished high sc- 1 band dircior foe e

inapired his students. As a result, they camed award after award. v successos wais u b B nnigh
.‘.’»lm‘ldﬂﬂis of }x‘.nmml discipline and hard work balaneed anfully hy‘ b semmine congem for trogr we e T \'.';""}'4,

and conlinues to be, an inspiration w his students. his family. s I -~le. and «.w.»hv.-.-.pu-%.

Rob Gans was bormn in New Haven, Connecticut to Mal‘y Freed and Aw -~ (Gans on Aueeer 20 THEG, cmvenn b s
after they emigrated from Russia. The oldest of three sons, at age five = began piano [[RRRTSI TS TUSE 958 RIS
helping support the family plaving for silent movies. in clubs, and buris -ue. He graduated from Nos Hwwes igh
School in 1938 and moved to Greenwich Village "where the music s o was" ‘ ‘ =

In 1942, Bob was drafted into the U8, /\rm'v and assigned o Hootsvil’ Texas as o Dormprg {borpes g e o FOY
1 on fm:mw

camp. Bob also served his country mustcally as pianist in both the V. Sattan, Kanses, 37500 D v
Barkley Serviee Club Orchestra,  While in the Army, Bob met and -+ -rind Jovete Sall o0 Fobrme
He was graduated from Hardin Simmons University with a Bachelor of - uzic degros i TOR and wes puanis
first Master of Music degree ever conferred by Hardin Simmons i Me o 1930, buivs « '
"An Investigation of Class Piano in the Public Schools.” While at Ha- o Simmonethe win- 20 :
dmong Students in American Colleges and Universities for. 194718, also was olented i mamb i o

Chi Nauwonal Scholar-hip Society, whose members rank in the top 1 sercent of fhe stodert b

TR

member of the worl * smous Hardin Simmons Cowboy Marching Bare and bad te opportarits o prifocu ax
piano soloist at mar itational events, such as the inauguration of © ~ernor Bufuird Jester. Whioo ourseins b
college cde- i

« performed with the Jack Free Orchestra ol bilene.

srear in Ranger, Texas in a dual wle as high sohool band drmeres auwet g gpernee
wr College. During his twosyear tenur “om 195052, he vomste ¥
mz. which continucs to inspire students and  anger foottmll Tar veda

accopted g conductor for the Cowden Jumior High School  onds in Midiand, Towar, v i
from 1952.. 704, Froo dland he accepted a position as band ane o director at Now]yo 1w

Tarmnt Count- ondary schoo!l to the small North Texas cormrnge ee of Bhome . Boonole oo Jaein

yen during his carly career. Bob Gans managed to enrich each gh school mist crptire wwine: e
pa:  pated. always leaving a program better than he found it. Tn 195 however. whon the Winre tnanperider
School District Superintendent and School Beard recruited him to her the Winters T8I Yz T
had his chance to do what he did best--to build music programs and * nrich the Bues ol srides v 0 o he
W(‘)l’k(&d‘

cEraent. Sob

In Winters, Bob was charged with restructuring the Winters band and ' -al programy fem ©7 coa oo r;j.gjm
school, The School Beand gave him two years in which to win a first ¢° ~jon in Comeort conmpobine i e Ll
school band. He did it the first vears In 1955, and for the next ter vars. the Winten Heph el i it
sweepatahes awm'da in University Tntemcholastic League (UIL) compet: m. This sugeess s e oougbaf Sol's
parfee e ndenie and hw program. He integrated every o el of his departorio-banc elisinovlage
ban ockarn i skillfully "growing” iz studer - by pmovidiig dhallee s wbiolranereseed
the: L B e produced at least one Alles 1 band mamiwes cacl veas aavf o nmbhber
of /i Gizzard band won fimd 10 e awards ip sver oz Ve rntereg

Theis: am and musical and o oval skille frspoet B cledests oo

Hob was ;n‘rmr{ too o cdve the degientiep e fe IS (,-b:a u“
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In 1965, Bob moved to Borger High School, Borger, Texas, where he found another:
a music program. As in Winters, his students and his pmgram enjoved immense ¢
the music program. True to form, he produced Sweepstakes bands for seven of th
dirccted high school musical presentations of several Broadway shows including "T
Fair Lady", and "Hello, Dolly,” personally transeribing the Broadway scores origi
to scores suitabie: lor wind ensemble. His talent and drive integrated three previuuslj .
choir. and dimo-into a harmonious unit producing a string of first-class performat
his students’ abilities and provided exposure to vet another area of music cducatiol
oniee again with special recognition and dedication of the high school vearbook, The
of Bob'= tenure ccourred when the band was chosen to participate in the New Year]
halftime show

again leaving a quality organization for the opportunity 1o build another. At Grand i
endeavors, he succeeded by sotting the highest of standards snd defiming the strct
Prairie won many first division awands in the next cight yesrs sed in 1980 won it

before Bob retired,

Though liob demanded loyalty From his students, he worked hard to earn theim in
on a limb for hiz kids. When several bavs from the Borgee band got carved away wif
4 eivil war cannon from a rival high school, they panicked and called Bob in the
interegl of achool spirit, Bob helped them place the cannon on the front steps of §
home and for the rest of the night. worded about getting fired.  As 3 rosult of “
inspiration. many of his former students became band dircctors and/or professionasl o |
the years confided to Iob that he was the only reason they stayed in school.

Bob Gans was above all a showman' He was known to promete not only school spirif
He credited hiz flare for showmanship to (Prof) Raywond T. Bynum, for whom

during the final patniotic number which was always presented with great panache.
showmanship backfired, g5 it did when Bob managed to set the rodeo pens adjacet
on fire with his fireworks displayv. ending a halftime program literslly in a "flame

Throughout his career. Bob was active in various professional associations, I
adjudieator for state-wide band and choir contests. In 1956 and 1957, he was ma
hosting UL marching contest at Winters, Bob also served as Fresident of Phi Beta
the Texas Bandmasters’ Associgtion. In addition. he served as Dean of the MeMurma
for many vears.

Bob Cans was known for his high standards and strict discipline--his love of ng
students he tanght. He regquired absolute loyalty to the baad organizatian not only fi
perents. He continually set what were perceived by some 1o be imposaibly high s
of whom continued to meet and excecd them year afier year. He was respected a
teacher, and is 2orelv missed,

Fvenne of Grand Praine: his daughters Tamala. Bobbie, a
Lo memory, Bob's family has established the Rol
Educns ‘ : svoof North Texas boneBiting future v
: sneament, PO, Box 13557, Universit

TOTAL F.E3
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CRESHE
DEDICATION

He's our little band man, our musical dynamo.

es all obstacles to get "on with the show.”
arching, precision and pride;

he's a friend and a guide.

uild the best of all bands,

our own

He overcom
He teaches music and m
He's more than director;

With untiring efforts to b
He's a giant among men,

ROBERT GANS



