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Lg: School, died Monday. -

. Services will be at 10 a.m. Wed-
ay in the chapel at Polk Street
nited Methodist Church with the
ev. Ira E. Williams, pastor, offici-
ting. Burial will be in Memorial
*ark Cemetery by Blackburn Shaw
fiemorial Chapel. ° ‘
| Mr. Wise, 93, of 2016 Teckla, born
n Kirksville, Mo., came to Amarillo
n 1920. He moved to Amarillo in-
ending to teach manual arts for one
emester and then go into the ga-
:age business. Wise didn’t leave
\ISD for 36 years. e
! Wise taught math and shop at
\marillo High for two years before
rganizing the Sandie band and di-
'ect.mg1 91;2 for %Sears After resign-
ng in as band director, he - :
avght industrial arts in high B AServed in AISD 36 years -
ichools -‘tii_‘ld ljgor highs until his re- . in Chicago. -~ "7 . o o '
irement in 1956. S .4+ During World War 11, Wise left -
: Wise organized and participated ; Amarillo schools to teach“.,bom{beeflE
n music in church and the commu-  electrical systems at the Amarillo
ity. He helped organize children’s? Army Air Corps base. After the war
»ands at the Maverick Club and the . ended he returned to teaching.
Presbyterian Children’s Home. He : He was married to Cora Crow in
sonducted the Polk Street Methodist . 1974 at Huntington, W. Va. His firs
Church orchestra for 15 years and . wife, Esther, died jn 1972. o
directed the music and choir of St. | He had been a member of Pqlk
Matthews Methodist Church. . Street United Methodist Chureh
: Wise helped found the Amarillo; since 1920 and was a life member of
Symphony. He was a member of the; the Vaughan-Selby Sunday School
symphony for 40 years, playing theg class where he played the cejlo. - f
trombone and later the cello. 4 | Survivors include his wife; two
i At age 78, Wise was working six; daughters, Winon Comfort of San
days a week tuning pianos. In a 1873,  Antonio and Ruth Stovall of Monetg
Globe-Times story, he estimated Va.; six grandchildren; and 15'
that he had_tuned_6,000 pianos. % great-grandchildren. :
| - He received his master’s degree’ ¢ The family requests memoi'ials
be made to Polx Street United

in manual art at Oklahoma A&M
and minored in music. He algo stud- - Methodis¢ Church or the American
Cancer Spciety. : .

ied at Vandercook School of Music

Dkl

e

fant

wrer though he played the ool
¢ symphony.

Mr Wise recenvod DL Rloeters
Diegree in Man TR 3
ASM, where ¥

iy referring to the
f activities he g engaged ¢
2 In 1922, when he took g
;' of the band. it was neces L
: fvr him o Jearn to g
sheryinstrument that is played
;. the band. This means that he %
i.:& te master at least 20 different
Cucien) ipstruments!

e was smong the members of
mrphony orchestya when
+d npeore. His maiar
the tromnbone, &

vy

truct at Amarille Alr Force Buase.
Fieeirriae

f Oscar I, wiseA La/n S |

Services for Oscar I Wi
) . Wise
| l’la‘gcnlélz} Xrgamzer of ‘the Gol;i;sl’ Sogr?gllg
© nd wergarmo High School, will be at
L g i)m't e(;:esday in the chapel at Polk
IraE. Williamre{gso?m oerstintn Dr.
¢ al will bein Mer’n%ria?%:rfguaﬁng' e
The famil 27 fogs.
| made o iky requests memorials be
| phade 0] Stregt United - Methodist
or the A_mgncan Cancer Societyls

the £
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. he played until his retirement

Symphony at the beginning of .
the present season when he!

celebrated his
40t—yeaT with the Amarilio

an' -
;g seg e e 3

g‘is piano tuned and repaired,
in 1946 Wise took a corre-
iondence course in piano

ning, He practiced on pian-
s at Tolzien’s Music Store

retired on doctor’s orders. At.;until” he became proficient.

the concert Tuesday evening,
he was publicly recognized

for his years of service with'.

% gince that time, he has been

L3

“in demand in the tuning busi-
- ness. o :
For 15 years Wise was di-

a lifetime membership in the “rector of the Polk Street Metho.

organization. .

Mr. Wise is 2 jolly, inter-
esting man with a twinkle in’
his eye. He will never be old,’
not with all his interests and.
resources, He “thinks
young” and this is reflected
in his enthusiasm for life in
general and -music in partic-
ular, L

From the inception of the
orchestra in 1924 until 1942
Wise played trombone. H
then switched to ’cello which

e e @ :
Membership in the growing
symphony orchestra hag been
by no means Wise’s only con-

tribution to the musical life}

of Amarillo to which he came
with his wife in 1920,
In 1922, he took over the di-

" dist Church orchestra. He still
plays ‘’cello every Sunday
morning for the Selby class.
Immediately- following the-
class, be and Mrs, Wise, 2 pi-

anist, go to the new St. Mat-
thew's Methodist Church”

where they are in charge of
the music and choir. - -
With his tuning, church ac-
tivities, his workshop at home
in which he makes furniture
and

around the Wise household.
The Wises’ have two mar-

'~ ried daughters and six grand-

" children. Music is a part of

: they visit the eldest daughter,
a violinist, in New Jersey, they

: ‘cello and piane. One of the

rectorship of the Sandie Band
at Amarillo High School. He
remained in ‘that position un-
tii he retired, temporarily,
from the public school sys-
tem in 1942 to work at the
airbase. He says he gained 20
pounds in the first six weeks

after he left the band —work- -

ing at the base was not near-
ly so perve-wracking!

After the war, Wise became:

supervisor of Industria] Arts.
in the junior and senior high#
schools. He remained in that}
position until 1959. This posi-*

tion went back to his early

interest. He received his Mas-%i
" ter’s Degree in Manual Arts

at Oklahoma A & M where
he minored in music. In ad-
dition, he studied at the fam-
ous ‘Vandercook School of Mu-
sic in Chicago. ¥

Tinding it difficult fo get

.

grandsons was graduated cum

played flute and piccolo in the
“pand. Another grandson 1S

%now student conductor of the:

“pand at Amherst. .
= Recently Mr. and Mrs. Wise
“and Miss Helen Strite decided.

playing violin, ’cello and pi-
- ‘ano together “for their own
amazement”, :

Wouldn't it be a joy to be
invited to share onme of these
musical evenings with these
three who have given and con-
tinue to give so much to the
musical life of Amarillo?

%
¥

|
|

repairs ~ piano actions,”
" time - does not hang heavy

the entire family life. When
- have a family trio -of violin, -

- Jaude from Harvard where he-

* tp spend one evening a month

e el P

ayuew,—v 15
red today with a reception .
n Social Hall, Polk Street”
ethodist Church, on the
ccasion of their golden.
vedding anniversary. Hos-.
esses. for the event will be .
heir daughters, Mrs. Rich- .
ard - Comfort, of Haworth. -
XN.J:;T‘ and Mrs. T. J. Stovall of
nnandale, Va,. <~ R
. Assoicated with Amarillo Pub-
lic Schools for many years, Mr.
Wise organized the:Sandie Band.
and wag its director for 20-
years. He also served as super-
lvisor of shop classes in Ama-.
irillo Junior and senjor . high
jschools. ) ]
Mrs. Wise taught private in--
strumental music. =
- The couple were’ married May
10, 1916, -in Meno, ‘Okla. They
imoved to Amarillo in 1920, Both
} are members of ‘Vaughan-Selby
iClass, Polk Street Methodist
“Church. - L e
} Assisting with serving and -
; other arrangements at the 2:30-
4:30 p.m. event will be Mes-
dames J. W. Dutton of Ponca
City, Okla., J. W. Cloud of Tul-
sa,. Okla,, M. P. Fields, W.
'Frazee, Dessa Wright, J.

R. -
iWebb, Joe Weddington, .Ray 13!

{Smith, S.:L. Edwards and E.
n‘(Sowder. o
e . .— A AL ADLPELLO LI
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By djgyﬁile and

‘pe presented by the Sandiei‘
‘Band and Orchestra at 8 p.I-.
‘ . This!
\year’s band members will be:
joined by D
Iplus ex-Sandies.
'i Guest conductg]
‘cert will beU

the con-|
g who %:

A homecoming concert will’ ;Zf*

\started the Damd—ir 1922 !
|” The Sandie Band is under the:

t“' direction of Wayne Muller.
; n o

"-—'ﬂf\.««w—-‘,\m}

¥%"T;Ki;.-w,hyr |
50th Anniversary -
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the enrollment was 20,000 students.

*_customers than he can handle.

MR o

%

N,

n )

played‘ for nearly 20 years. = § K
. During World War II, Wise left the

electrical systems at Amarillo Air Force A
_ war he returned to the schools¥ < -

One of his students in years past
,8go. -

the symphony. .

piano tuning and Cora owns and operates a
vice which employs more than 20 pe%ple. -

1IrE

vame td Amarillo, then a city of about 15
anualarts or one semester and then go into the gar- - :

. - In 1956, when Wise retired from teaching in the Amarillo‘schools,

i : ly though. He had HE
19;431‘ :nd when he retired he continued to tune p'ﬁ‘,‘s“{mmr}g pianos in
"+ "'There’s no piano made that I can tune perfect! " Wise adm

-+ he has done well enough over the years that he h);s always 'haé more -

** Pianos are not the only musi -1 instrament Wise is famniliar with

H . ' L ent Wis amiliar wi

& g‘::dghTi‘; }922t he Wi;ls "sleilécted to start the Am:rilﬁ: ngharsg:ooi ;

. The first year he had 11 members._and th acticed in a - -
-, t(:‘l)ats;zroom before school, but a few years later they v%rgmgeed;ngzgﬁ‘ .

top  promoted to the unfinished basement‘of a new building.” S
B bilso helped start the Amarillo Symphony, in which he played a

trombone. In 1931 his band presented him with a trombone which he

Amarillo schiools to teach bornber - -
- S S Suocasﬂﬂly treéted ‘Wise f .|
ancer, bt bis st wife, Estef,ded of lun cancer abut ive years

““Two years later Oscal and Cora Crow were married. Her daughters
: ‘ ere married. H |
had studied saxaphone under O car, and they had playedertg;;.%g:eir;

- “They live at 2016 Teckla now, and they both work. Oscar has his

Between them they have six ol TR
; grandchildren and seven L
%hf:g?‘?hﬂdfe}’ who are scattered across the nation. The Wisesgl;/eiiitt"
- o on their vacations, which allows Oscar opportunities to pursue L
- xsfavorxte hobby — visiting piano factories. g RETRRP IO )

T

,M,in i o ,,:

ts,’but' '

1y Air Field, but after the -

Iaundry and clearing ser-
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4 .Amarillo Globe-Times Wednesday, January 10, 1974 »
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0 o ° ‘ f S .B'dﬁ ',,'Fo T §. m‘>§£ggg&.g‘ %?55 ; »Fi'g 7
o g : : 3  Ppan2FgB B RATAAT Fuy & (Y
Organizer of Sandie Band Recglls First - =gifi etz sl 10 &
O NV Sl ARG L pr ,49&03}{0 RERE I G SR ;v@gég:_gggmgog&%; SN R
Ty Se ol 7 . ¢ q o BESEESELEREL SSERiE e o
o 1 v o . : i »""W"‘u"’bigggg af §pFR¥ g . -
‘Performance of Schoot Song, "Un, QR TR L I B i by
S e RIS . ) i . ) e IR PR = 2 o2 o ™ i - B .
S e Z - :) : BaEE2 B P 888 Ful/GpaET ‘
’ By DIANNE WHISENAND ' |. He i§ Oscar Wise, for whom member of the Amarillo Sym-ithe high schools and junior TaB° ,'m‘g.g’ @ Sg E mp 0 ;m L Ny Bi7% N
; ‘“-'Stafl Writer - |music becamme a major chord in|pbony for 40 years. highs until his retirement it gzd gagsg © ggg -5 85 e 5
e o his life. L Now. at 78, he tunes pianos 1959 . “E ey E5a 8o SREE o & gm0 :
~ The Golden Sandie-Band of|. Besides a 20-year association|si- days a week and plays the|. Nith his work in the schools ' TR AR eafs. &t g ) m ’
Amarille High School was or- with ,“’}e Sandie band as direc-iceilo for the YVaugn-Selby Sun- he was also_ busy with city ang e 37 o e S —— < ‘H"‘i!'d
ized »in % ltor, Wise also helped organize|day School class at Polk Streetchurch music. ) -.ngg8 BF FHEEERAsr cuupyowO o
ganized+1n 1922 by a young ddren’s: Y : L. . 8, He *mEEd<BES88 .. 5588 B2=.5
Oklahoma, manual arts teacher children’s bands al the Maver-|United Methodist Church, where He joined the Amarillo Sym - !.3.5.5 FaAgE8gu S R" B2S 5P 23 873 Q
. 12, m ' herlick  Club:" and ;Presbyterian|he is a member. - |phony in 1924, as a trombonis | S ZE & S8n  oBwgF ERAE S .5 She
with a krfack for music. ’ [Children’s: que.‘ and " was al wise, wHo lives at 1601 S. and switched to cello in 1942. Lo SEE ggm 235h R as 2R g
‘ T U e e Havden, Started his music cor-| 1e holds a lifetime pass t¢ B oF &, % CE T ET EEr FEsGE e
eer playing trombone while he the symphony concerts. i T e9 BHERES wggg_%’ D‘E,wc’é-q Baq
P was a student at Oklahoma| Wise directed the Polk Streer " . 8g, o555 e, EEd .. B gt.ﬂéﬁf 5 oS
Mrs. Ogegn wiis - oo - A&M University, now Oklahoma Methodist Church orchestra for @ . 3 <@aappRsn W@ Ay Bt
N ise vj/u - ffy(‘ State. ‘ 15 years. He and his wife, Es ;%%g, bdg EE® Smgémw Q E-S'S*Y = 5 xc i
¥ }‘) ' "1 got & chance to buy an old t&;ﬁe i\rzhoch died ‘? 1972, - alse L w2 S S8 288 E ERmtty B
_battered up brass trombone for| g oy o a?\{getﬂ? mﬂ\‘/IISlt(; anc. Q8 ISUER -55 5 =5 .S‘gg,gam 588 Ry
. 10,” he said. The band director Churct(ﬁ‘ for q.: ez"’ ¢ e md;.sfr‘ 5B g TUEER o ATFgg@s.; ¢ .
. gave him free lessons until he|5 " several -years, 1‘{' B em . 5 E 2o5e SEde g5 g n
joined the band. : - o . ARRARPESE RS RS ‘

He played in the band for P{‘e turned to piano tuning ir
three years and upon gradua- 46 om a part-time "basis  anc
tion receivod a ‘degree in man-§iX years ago began working al
ual industrial arts with a minorjit full-time. He estimates he's
“in music. tuned 6,000, pianos. . ! o
. 'He worked for an oil compa-|} He and Mrs. Wise helped or-
ny for several years and was|Z2nize children’s bands at the
. going to put in a garage in Presbyterian’s Children's Home
. Colorado, but the recession of and Maverick Club. Mrs. Wise
1920 caused him to cancel the{played-ihe piano for the bands,
plan, . her proud husband said.
Wise instead joined the Rocky She also was active in church

_ Mountain Teachers Agency, de-
signed to help find jobs for
téachers or for those who want-

work and in the Band Parents
Association: at Amarillo High
School, which was organized in

ed to go into the teaching pro- 1931 - v
fession. iy . .- ¢ Wise bought his wife an or

He soon heard of an opening|gan for their 50th wedding anni;
in- the mnew ~Amarillo High|yersary in 1966. |
gcgoool. Wise _arrivegl heviet at|} His wife bought him a cello

:30 one morning and went to aj! : i hrightlr
teachers meeting that night, he {rarn?:he%mlég?lo,u pdrt:\i lt)gég}g(l)@

remembers. _, A ;
"~He taught shop and math for gg;%fg nqt‘leileod)sfrmgs, evaked #

‘two years before organizing the|™ 1o practices a little everyﬁ

band. - A : BRI
~ The - original bqnd had 11 ggﬁ?ggo%?énssffeﬁe 1,:?“; ﬁmShefi
m‘e:mtl?erg?’ no lunlforms, and  He takes an afternoon n ap
practiced In a ciaSSrocm. after that, and usually eats out,

bévll‘lt] egsgmp;a%ec; ftlhe%r i;"tite fg?& plften at his favorite hamburger
; place.

ins addition only a weck after|™ wico yised to keep pusy mak-

being organized. : .
As he recalled the early days, \ngd t}?m‘gs toult ;gfd’;WOOd' He L
Wise thumbed through a wori||Dafeid. BA:e CEEe /extension, ~

- b 3 ol 3 Tt
Plack.” book “containing. the 1aBlE. a magazine rack, six din-

) f ing chairs with a tiny rosetie
names- of all his students fromj,. ST
over the years and the instru- carved on each and a statuette:

of a horse.
ments they played. ~ He also huilt a fireplace for

“I had more than 1.000 (?i[fcr- the living room. =~ .- .
ent people - in 20 years.,”” hei Althoush age and il health

PRSI

S R A mused. The hand soon outgrew|are slowing him down' hit. he
Amarlllo e its classroom-practice room and|said, he keeps busy. He recent- R i
; A moved to the hoiler room. 1y traveled to West Virginia, - K ° H
Mrs. Osc. . ?{7&(‘ There was only one boiler alllinois, Colorado, Alabama and i Orgqn|zer Dles, \

. Oscar Wise y: ﬂ//f/c the time so the band was able|Oklahoma to visit relatives, ihs A KD" —---—M_g RS
Funeral services for M to {it, he said. cluding his daughters, Mrs; Wik ! Q w , organizgr :of ,the
car Wise, 79, of 1601 Hrs.dos- Wise recalled some of thejnona Comfort of Hunlinzton; W .- Golden Sandie Band of ,
were to be a‘t’z-go ayoen, band's many [rsts: ) Va., and Mrs. Ruilt Stovalliof ., """ School, died today. - :

:30 p.m. today in It's first performance in thelAvondale, Va., and four grand: : - ¥ Services are pending. .

Dol Street  United Methodist; school auditorium, in the 1926-27\children. ;

Burn Shaw Memorial Chapel. '\~ " =
© Mr. Wise, 93, of 2016 Teckla, was™

h. . EH ~ .
(ﬁﬂﬁ FE,E g zvgltjxgz{a)wefs,; sv?t%(smfirst uniforms, chesen b

_pastor, was to officiate. Burial
"was to be in Memorial Park
Cemetery by Blackburn,: Shaw
Funeral Directors. f

A resident of Amarillo since
1920, Mrs. Wise died Saturday
: morning in St. "Anthony’s Hos<

pital. -

For: many years, she was
‘active in Amarillo music circles,
She was past president of the,
McDowell Music Club and had'
taught private lessons on band,
instruments’ for 25 years. She'

Wise: blue capes with caps and
black trousers;
JIt's first girl member, who
joined in 1930.
He dismissed the rumor that
he had written the words to the
AIIS song. The author, he said,
was a youngster named Gerald

Cooper, now deceased.

Cooper had come here from
Norman, Okla., where he had

“The song, 'Oh AHS, is!
adapted from the Oklahoma:
State University song. Gerald.

" was a member of the Amarillo Sym-

“born_in Kirksville, Mo., and came fo - -
Amarillo ifi 1920. He' moved to, Amaril- . -

1o to teach manual arts for oné séhégs

. ter and then went into the garage busi-
" hess. In 1956 Wise retired from teach-
" ing in the Amarillo schoolg, * #E7 =

He also helped organize children’s '
bands at the Maverick Club and the .
Presbyterian Children’s Home and

phony for 40 years. ! >

During World War II, Wise taught
bomber electrical systems at the Ama-
rillo Army Air Corps base. i

had studios -in three Amarillo heard it at football games,”

He was married to Cora Crow in ..

schools. ' o Wise said. ' , :
Surviving are her Imsband” “The tune was by Victor Her- 1974 at Huntington, West.,Va.{His ﬁrst
two - daughters, a brother, six| pert ... a waltz tune called wife, Esther, died in 1972, . k

* grandchildren and three great-; “The Belle of New York.”” ‘He had béen a member of Polk .

grandchildren. ' ' Young Cooper had asked Wise Street United Methodist Church since

o h to write off the music of the, : 1920 and was a life member of the *

song for himi ...~ ‘and he: Vaughan-Selby Sunday school class.

came up with the words to fit : He directed the orchestra at -the =,

the;lmusic to ‘Oh, AHS,” Wise " . church for 15 years. ; R

said. i . : H Ead

« “le thi : ‘Mr. Wise turned to piano tuning in -

theLgtt)sngof l?\(x:to plle émgkt Ilwgge_‘ ) 1946 on a part-time basis and later :;

! ; worked full time. . SR

ranged it for. the band. We Survivors include his® wife; ‘two '

played it at a pep rally. The . . .
students liked it and adopted it daughters, Winona Comfort of San An- "
as the.school song,” he said. - tonio and Ruth Stovall of Moneta, Va,; - |

The band played at the 1936 six grandchildren; and 15 grggt-grapq-

Centennial Celebration of the children. 5 A A
founding of Texas and in the . The family requests memorials go .=
Cotton Bow! at Dallag in 1940, to Polk Street  United Methodist _;
for the state high school f°°t'[ Ciiutch or the American Cancer Socie- ™
ball championship. C I ty L Ve day £

Wise resigned as band direc-i — : ¢

LA LE T
g e e meren e+ e

tor in 1942. .
After- the war, he served as;
supervisor of industrial arts forl




OSCAR I. WISE_

Sandie Band
Organizer Dies

' Oscar 1. Wise, organizer of the
Golden Sandie Band of Amarillo High
School, died today. :

Services are pending with Black-
burn Shaw Memorial Chapel.

Mr. Wise, 93, of 2016 Teckla, was
born in Kirksville, Mo., and came fo
Amarillo in 1920. He moved to Amaril-
1o to teach manual arts for one semes-
ter and then went into the garage busi-
ness. In 1956 Wise retired from teach-
ing in the Amarillo schools.

He also helped organize children’s
bands at the Maverick Club and the
Presbyterian Children’s Home and
was a member of the Amarillo Sym-
phony for 40 years.

During World War II, Wise {aught
bomber electrical systems at the Ama-
rillo Army Air Corps base.

He was married to Cora Crow in
1974 at Huntington, West. Va. His first
wife, Esther, died in 1972.

He had been a member of Polk
Street United Methodist Church since
1920 and was a life member of the
Vaughan-Selby. Sunday school class.
He directed the orchesira at the
church for 15 years. :

Mr. Wise turned to piano tuning in
1946 on a part-time basis and later
worked full fime. :

Survivors include his- wife; two
aughters, Winona Comfort of San An-
tonio and Ruth Stovall of Moneta, Va ;
six grandchildren; and 15 great-grand-
children.

The family requests memorials go
fo  Polk  Street United Methodist
Church or the American Cancer Socie-

ty.




