
Joe Charles Arsuaga 
Phi Beta Mu Alpha 

Texas Bandmasters Hall of Fame 
Inductee 2019 

Bachelor of Music 
UT Austin With my dad, Antonio G. Arsuaga walking  

in downtown Corpus Christi, Texas
As a Roy Miller High School 

Graduate with my mom Eva S. Arsuaga



Our Wedding Day 

Our Children Terri, 
Annela and Charles

Our Grandchildren Joshua, 
Chris, Jenna, Matthew and Luke 



With my sisters, Mary, Susie, 
and nieces Linda, Irma, Diana, 

and nephew Emilio Jr.

With Delia and her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred 

Quintanilla Sr.

With my father and mother in law

With my brothers Mike, Tony 
and brother in law, Emilio Sr.

With my brother in law, Jesse 
Gonzalez, my loving sister Eva, 

and nephew and nieces



Drum Major Northside 
Corpus Christi, Texas

Alto sax player  
Northside JH

At a Summer  
JH Concert

My sister Mary, 
a senior in the  Buc Band 1946, 
the one who started it all for me

My Early Years

Me

Square Dance Leader in the 1st Grade 



With my future wife, 
Delia I. Quintanilla

Roy Miller High 
School Drum Major

With my future wife, 
Delia I. Quintanilla, on a 

band trip

Student conductor at Roy 
Miller High School

My High School 
Senior Year 
1960-1961



Junior High Band Spring Concert 
with Mr. John Treanor,  Honorary 

Assistant Band Director and 
Andrea Saucedo May 1968

Playing Dixieland music 
alongside my students during the  

Spring Concert 1968
A symbolic painting of my tenure with 

the Harlandale Junior High Band 
presented to me by Band Parent/Artist 

Beverly Wise

Harlandale Junior High Band Years 
1966-1970



Harlandale Junior High first 
UIL Sweepstakes trophy 1968





Harlandale Million Dollar Band Infamous Six Flags Over Texas 
Band Festival Performance during Battle of Flowers, 1974Band Inspection prior 

to UIL Marching 
Contest

Rehearsing, 
Reed’s,“La Fiesta 

Mexicana”

Rehearsing 
Kalinnikov’s “Finale 
to Symphony #1 in g 

minor”
Harlandale High 

School Band 1973

Harlandale High School 
1969 Band Years1974 

Harlandale High School ROTC Band



Sam Flores, Harlandale Principal and I with our First 
UIL Sweepstakes TrophySpring 1974

Waiting for the National 
Anthem signal from the 

announcer

Supporting the HHS 
Indians football team

Band presents me with a 
gift for my newborn son, 

September 16, 1969

Harlandale band students  
celebrating my birthday Drum Major Earla Wise Picton and  

Fern Digges McGee, Asst. Drum Major



Earla Wise Picton, Drum Major, 
now a retired band director

 Judging UIL bands with one of 
my former Harlandale students, 
Victor Alvarado, band director

With my former student Jose 
Segovia now a retired  

band director/administrator

Former students at a get together

Former student, Mike Bryant, now 
a retired band director

Former student, Billy Newman, 
now a retired band director



Harlandale “Million Dollar Band” students 
are overjoyed with receiving their first 
Sweepstakes Trophy in over 20 years,  

Spring 1974



Robstown High School Band Years 
1974-1977



Robstown HS Band that  
went to Mexico City

Robstown HS students rehearsing 
for UIL ensemble contest



Robstown Band Military Officers

Robstown High School Band  
students coming  

back from a band trip

Birthday surprise from the  
Big Red Band

The Big Red Band at UIL contest



A gotcha moment during rehearsal

UIL marching contest drill Robstown High “Big Red Band”

Performing a skit with the Principal,  
E. C. Lerma, during a pep rally. 

1991 Hall of Famer, Oziel Hernandez, on far right



Robstown stage band Robstown drum majors  
practice for tryouts

 Scott Elliff, performing  
with the stage band

Emblem of unity drill



Falfurrias High School Band Years 
1978-1986 and 1997-2000



The “El Azahar” Yearbook 
dedication in 1985



Fighting Jersey Band at State Marching 
Contest Preliminaries 

Fall 1983

Albert Byington Jr. playing solo to “Tiger 
of San Pedro” in Hebbronville, Texas

Marching off the field to “On The Road 
Again”

Ricky Ruiz, playing a  solo with stage band



Giving final instructions with drum major, 
Martiza Garza at UIL marching contest

With the greatest coworkers a director 
could have, the “Dream Team,” 

Left, J. Cadena, and 
right, E. Cortez

The empty chair symbolizes the late Anna 
Melinda Trevino, clarinetist and twirler to 

whom the concert was dedicated



Carrying First Division 
Trophy at Marching Contest

First Division Performance at  
UIL Marching Contest

Fighting Jersey Band Photo 
at UIL Marching Contest

















Administrative Years 
1986-1997



Commendation Letter  
from TEA, 

October 28, 1986



Commendation Letter from 
Superintendent of  
Banquete Schools, 
Otis W. Burroughs 
November 12, 1987



Email sent to me by my mentor, 
and dear friend, Eddie Galvan, on 

July 22, 2003

Clinician 
Years 
1970-

Present







Heart of Texas Concert Band 
Guest Conductor

L to R: Mike Olson, Associate Director,  
guest composer, Carlos Pellicer,  

Mr. & Mrs. Arsuaga,  
Dr. Mark Rogers, Director 

With Spanish band composer,  
Carlos Pellicer  

at San Pedro Creek Park 
May 5, 2018

Mr. Arsuaga with family members  
after the concert on May 6, 2018 Mr. Arsuaga with 

former students





Commenting on the style of the  
Paso Doble, “Lanjaron,”  

by Fernando Penella, 
prior to its performance



Directing the Heart of Texas Concert Band  
at San Pedro Creek Park, May 5, 2018

Going over the music with   
Spanish band composer, Carlos Pellicer

Carlos and I with my former student,  
retired music teacher, Robin Bernhard 

Wife and I with the Pellicer Family at the  
dinner given by the Heart of Texas Band



https://youtu.be/K2mJVoHn3Ac

https://youtu.be/K2mJVoHn3Ac


Celebrating 50th Wedding Anniversary 
 with Mariachi Celestial  

and dear friends, Ernesto and Esmeralda Cortez 
November 24, 2018



50 blissful years-before and after photos

With former student and Godson, Jesse Perez 

Official photo of our  
50th Wedding Anniversary



Thank you for all the 
beautiful and meaningful 
memories that we made 
together throughout my 

career!


