
Jim Hagood 

1965 was a banner year for Jim.  It started in January when Mary Beth said “Yes.”  

Who could resist such a proposal   –   “You will marry me, won’t you?”   This was going 

to be a really good year! 

Mary Beth, an English major, was also Lumberjack Band Secretary for directors 

Jimmie Hudgins and Kenneth Green.  She was graduating, and Jim would return to 

SFA in the fall to finish his degree and to do his student teaching.  She got a job, 

teaching English and journalism at La Marque High School, and Jim would stay in 

Nacogdoches – the wedding would be delayed for a year…  



In those days, it was common for SFA senior music majors to teach part-time in one of 

the area’s small schools.  The summer of 1965, three schools in the Nacogdoches 

area were looking for band directors who could get an emergency certificate and teach 

part-time (for a very small salary).  Jim applied for all three...  

The first school had the largest band and had been directed by the SFA Band’s drum-

major who was going to Many, Louisiana.  After talking to Jim and several other 

candidates, the job was offered to a sophomore tuba player.  Jim was disappointed… 

The next school to interview was closer, and had a smaller and younger band.  The 

superintendent decided on a senior, who was also going to be the next drum-major of 

the Lumberjack Band.  Jim understood but was discouraged… 

The third (and last) school to look for a part-time director was in Cushing, a class B 

high school in far north-west Nacogdoches County.  Superintendent, A. W. Clemons 

offered Jim the job.  After dreaming about it for so long – Jim was going to be a band 

director.  Again, a very good year… 

At UIL Marching Contest, Cushing made the first division-one rating in the history of 

the School (and the only band with a “part-time-director” to make a One).  And the 

band went on to earn a First-Division at UIL Concert Contest and a division II in 

Sightreading.  Band directing was going to be fun… 



The same fall Jim was directing at Cushing, he was assigned to Nacogdoches ISD for 

student teaching.  Neil Grant, who had built the Troup band program, had just moved 

to Nacogdoches.  Jim knew Jackie Grant from some education classes they had 

together, and he knew about Neil through the reputation of the Troup Band.  Now they 

would meet, and Jim would have a chance to watch Neil teach – such a good year. . .   

Neil accepted the White Oak job at mid-semester, so Jim’s student teaching was with 

Neil the one semester that he was at Nacogdoches.  What a year… 



Four years earlier, three Arlington State College freshmen went on a Saturday day-trip 

to deep East Texas.  It was an unlikely trio.  Ed and Regina were from Arlington, and 

Jim, was from Austin, who went to Arlington State only because his sister and brother-

in-law lived there.  All in the Rebel Band, directed by Jack Mahan, the three struck-up a 

friendship.

That Saturday, the deeper they got into East Texas, the more Jim liked it.  Arriving in 

Nacogdoches, the campus was nearly deserted, but beautiful.  They found the band 

hall in the basement of the Fine Arts building; and in the band office, there was a 

student band secretary, getting caught up on some work.  She was a cute auburn-

haired girl who was very efficient but friendly.  She gave them brochures about the 

Lumberjack band and told them she hoped that they would come to SFA and be a part 

of the Band.  Later, she and Jim would get to know each other better   –   after forty-

nine years of marriage, MUCH better… 



Back in Cushing, Mr. Clemons came to Jim and told him that the School would make 

the band job full-time, and even pay a little over state base (a first for the District) if he 

would stay for the 1966-67 school year.  But Neil had offered Jim a chance to come to 

White Oak to be his assistant.  When Jim went in to talk about this, Mr. Clemons said 

that he understood and that directors thought if they made it to White Oak, they “had 

died and gone to heaven.”  When Neil told Jackie that he was going to hire Jim to be 



his assistant, her only comment was “he sure sleeps a lot!”  Of course, that was in an 

education class… 



Jim went on to teach for a total of thirty-nine years -Twenty years at Nacogdoches; 

seven years at Humble; Troup for five years; and in addition to Cushing and White 

Oak, there were also stops at Smiley HS in Northeast Houston, Timpson and Center. 

 

Jim has said that more and more, he remembers that fateful Saturday when he first 

came to Deep East Texas; and how in1965 the purpose for all of these twist and turns 

started to become clear.  Jim said, “When I was teaching, the focus was always on the 

next rehearsal or the next performance.  But memories of trophies and honors fade, 

and the most vivid images are of the people met along the way, and the time shared 

together.” 

 

 







 

 







 



 



HUMBLE HS BAND 1973 



 

 

 

 

 

HUMBLE HS BAND - 1977













 





 

 







 


