1960-The Beginning Band Career of Donnie Owens
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Mr. A.E. Findley was my high school band director.
In 1966, he was the first director to be inducted into
The Oklahoma Bandmasters Hall of Fame.

Mr. Findley composed and arranged the official
march for the Oklahoma Bandmasters Association.

A. E. FINDLEY, DIRECTOR

KINGSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLSES
DEPARTMENT OF BAND AND ORCHESTRA

KINGSTON, OKLA.

Yov. 13 1960

¥r. Donnie dwens,
pir. pands,
Antlers, dklahomas
Dear Dounie: ‘
Congratulations on the very fine performence of your pend rriday
rizght in Medill. 1 wes impressed with their fine work, the baton work and
the merching end musicel gbility of your groups they secemed .ell poised, exnd
thet would naturally lead to the tnought that you ana the band evidently worked
nerd to heve such a fine orgenization. 1 f<1t very proud due to the 1zct that
something seid or dome in your home school here caused you to teke up this
profession, and wes able to put & bend on the field with such evident discipline
and knowledge of marching and pleying.

1 did not get out of the car until the nelf, when L went around
your bend from where your father wes located. My
wife hed peen sick with & cold, erd we could rot face thet cold wind, so wher. your
performance wes OVEr, 1 told your fether 1o tell you that L thouzht it wes & very
rine show, and I wés just as proud of it es if it ned been my owviband, as you
know I heve always thought of you as zlmost one ol my own.

Give my regards to your Very fine beand, end to your vife end

vith best wishes for your continued success, 1 em

onn the south side &nd wetched

Your sincere friend, . o

A.H.rindley
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did his student teaching

Southeastern Alumnus

DHS BAND DIRECTOR, Don Owers,
kneels beside a new $900 bass re-
corder. Owens is a SSC Alumnus and

in Durant

classrooms. He moved from Junction
City, Kansas, where he instructed
during ithe past

school year. - i
{Democrat Photo) |

To Direct DHS Band

A former Southeastern State
College graduate, Don Owens,
will begin his role as new Du-
rant High School band direetor
when summer band meets on
August 23.

Owens graduated from SSC
in 1960 and did student teach-
ing duties in Durant junier and

senior high classrooms. He then

taught at Antlers for four
years.

Mr. and Mrs. Owens and their
two children moved to Durant
from Junction City, Kansas,
where he instructed during the
past school year.

The Southeastern Alumnus is
doing music education graduate
study at North Texas State Un-
iversity, Denton, Texas.

Owens replaces Kenneth Pet-
ers who was named to head!
SSO’'s pand department earlier
this year. |

Band Leaders Named |

During ~& " ‘series™0f" tryouts
‘held at the college and judged
by former Hugo band direct-
or, Alvis Rogers, the fall band |
leaders have been named. |
" Dan Lasater was selected as|
drum major. Frances Doxsee.
George Ann = Gibson, am d

Linda White will back up
Dan performing as the new
majorettes.

Inda Hughes was selected as
majorette slternate.

Summer Band :

" Summer band for the Duran
Highschoolers begins at 7:15
a.m. on August 23. Owens urg-
es all members that can be
present to-attend the two hour
opening session.

|

Georgeous Gals -

Frances
Doxsee,  Linda White and
George Ann Gibson, selected
as DHS Majorettes.

High Steppers
Lead Band

High steppers leading the DHS
band during the 65-66 season are
senior, Frances (Foxy) Doxsee and
juniors, George Ann Gibson and
Linda White.

Head majorette position has been
captured by FrancesDoxsee. Fran-
ces has participated in band for
seven years and was a member of
the Clarinet Trio during 64-65.

George Ann Gibson is beginning
her second year of “band twirl-
ing’’ this season. Five years of
playing the french horn backs her
title.

Linda White, nicknamed ‘“chig-
ger” by the band because of her
small size, starts her first ‘big’
year as a DHS majorette. Linda,
a flutist, has played in band for
three years.

Substituting for any absent major-
ette will be Inda Jo Hughes. Inda
Jo plays the clarinet and has been
in band for three years.

The majorettes were elected by
band members according to their
twirling talents after a try out.
Band members selected Dan Lasater
as drum major for the second con-
secutive year.
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NORTH TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY

DexTON, TEXAS

March 31, 1966

Scroor or¥ Mrsic

Mr. Don Owans
Director of Bands
Durant Public Schools
Durant, Oklahoma

Dear Mr. Owens and Durant Bands:

I should like to take this opportunity of congratu- Baﬂas GOing TOH

lating you and your students on the wonderful show=-

ing made on the district contest. I was very much State contests

impressed with the fine attitude of the Durant High

School Band students, and this together with your Durant’s high school and jun-
leadership has Paid off. The clinic was a most ;ﬁmhéiﬁtegntﬁpsfa}?‘:id?;lz :x;
enjoyable occasion for me. Safviiay.

Director Don Owens’ D H S

Keep up the fine work with your solos and ensembles. band will leave here early Fri- .

This is tremendous experience and is also an impor- day n.xorx}ing for I\.Torm}.?n,l

tant factor in developing a fine band program. ;zz::eﬁiiizﬁzlp?nrﬁs?étcorff

test at the Umversxty of Okla-|

Sincerely vyours, homa. i

{ Between 5,000 and 6,600 bands- f

\, > N - - men will be on the QU campuw
LZ {4:2 AR 2L S for the event.

. Ry Medals, given by the Oklaho- .
Manrice McAdow_ ma MusicgEducators associa- |
Director of Bands tion, will go to first division|

winners in the solo and ensem- !
MM:csm ble categories, and sweepstakes

trophies will be awarded to top
winners in the band and orches- |
- tra divisions. :
MAY . 66 . Students and bands who have |
won in district contests are eli-!
gible to enter the state meat. !
Owens will take the Durant
JHS band to Chickasha on Sat-
yrday for the state junior high'
instrumental contest, also spon-
sored by the Oklahomta Music
Educators association. T hi s
one will be held on the cam-
pus of Oklahoma College for
Liberal Arts.

'Band Students
‘Start Magazme
Drive Friday

Durant junior and senior h*gh
students will start their annual
Friday, urging residents to ei~|
ther renew subscriptions or sub
seribe to magazines (of their|
choice. They have nearly all
!popular magazines.

1 The students will be canvass- |
|ing the downtown ‘and residen-
tial areas in an effort to earn
money for t;nps to out-of-town,‘
contests and athlet.c events
| Last year the band members.
learned $4 200, the year befqr {

i




160 yotmz musidaw
; er Southeastern ‘Okla- .
'homa'wull ‘be on the SSC cam- -
pus Friday and Saturday for
the annual All-District Band
event. Included are 34 from the
Durant High and Junior H:gh

bands.
 Former DHS and Southeast»'
ern faculty member Mel Nixon,
now of 'Emporia, Kansas, will
| be guest conductor this year.
Nixon left here to become di-
rector of bands at ‘Kansas State
‘Teachers college. “."" Ao
The two-day event features a
pair of; conicerts 1n Montgom—
'|ery auditorium on the’ college |
.- | campus. “The ‘junior high All-
i Ddstrlct 'ba.nd will perform “at
17:30'p. m. Frida.y. with the sens|
\{{or high concert at 7'30 p m.

‘Top ' musician,s from bands in
| each cormnunlty- ‘were - dmsen
1n auditions. - B

|- :Durant - students ‘in the All-i
Diatﬁct senior high band are|
Carol - Silver, " “Toni - Kilb@ck
‘Linda White, Monica Weger,
Diana Robxnson, Brenda = De-
| Vorey: Joe Foote, Bob' Peterson,
‘| Jane Hicks, Linda Davis, Lar-

2y ey Prough, _Charles  McCutch-
“|eoh, David Wakefield, Marilyn

© i Weaver, Bill Wakefield, Char-
r IBBBowlby,SamHamza.a.nd

Ralph Yeager. '

Those in the All Distrlct Jun-
ifor high band are Linda Rob-
inson, Melba Vails, Lana White,.
Barbara» Talbert‘ Robert Gar-
rison, Billy Smith, Greg Clay,

‘Durant Bands Win

|ty McGraw, Joe McCoy, Stan-

Top Contest Ratings

Both the Durant High and
Durant Junior High bands pull-
ed down top ratings in the dis-
trict music contests which end-
ed Saturday afternoon at South
eastern State college.

Both Durant bands received

Durant High won tha Pres-|

ident’s trophy this year in the
combination music -athletic-cur-
riculum contest,

As a matter of fact, director
Don Owen’s DHS band nearly won
the trophy all by itself.

band nailed down 272 points, just
20Y% shy of McAlester’s grand

total

Deborah Carr, Glenda DeVore,
Kim Hatfield, Randy - Karles,
Bonnie Montgomery, ‘Phii Far-‘
mer and David Welborn. .
‘Don Owens is the me

| work under experts .
ada,meu.s.aau&w*
spring when they join 12
i meryouthsatthzanmd
| State Band festival iz Emk
Amongthegnnﬁathﬁ‘
Ibe Lt. Col. J. C. Jaeger, ¢
ductor of the Band of the Ir
Guards, London, who also
music: officzr to the gueen.
@I,Jaegerwﬂmt
conduct, usng Brilish ins
mentation, a selected sroup
[ students in .an m’.

Other guest cenductors
clude Russell Wiley of the 1

{versity - of Kansas; *
.Boundy of London, Omnia
Canada Robert Bntl‘"
- Al

lxet French composer am
| former member of the H
delphiasym

P caﬂﬁethwrlhg
|grand finale 0 be perfon
bylmsdecteim

mmﬂum
lval parade,” and alse em'®

'lhe fmal overall results for
the 31 bands that entered th e
-annual southeast regional mar-|
ching contest held Saturday at|
Tiger Field at Wewoka ‘have
. been announced. The bands
i were given ratings, of I, super-
ior; 1I excelent; III good, and
AV, fait.

The bands are listed as ' fol-|
dows, by the rating they receiv-

led:

| superior ratings in the separate The way we figure it, Durant ; e D
| concert and sight reading por- Dpicked up a total of 441 points, 2 1P o b ﬂ;\pax '
tions of the contest. Don Owens, McAlester 2925, and Ardmore a0y O antm
is their director. 277, S b D“;an S
Musically speaking, the Durant: “‘a:\arw e

(AA; Ardmore, class

Superior — Wewoka, class B;
| Konawa,  class DD; Wynnewood
class C; Choctaw Dunjee, class
| C; Davis, eclass DD; Nathan
{Hale, Class AA; Pauls Valley,
class BB; Chectloah, class B:
Lindsay, class B; Durant, class
ays: «
ville, class DD. K
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Band Working

Overtime

Practice makes perfect is an
old saying Durant High school
band director Don Owens is
taking to heart during the holi-
day season, He’s keeping his 60
students ‘‘in after class’’ in pre-
paration for a pair of conven-
tions coming up next month.

The award-winning band will
represent the state of Oklahoma
at the Four States Band-
masters’ Convention, to beheld
January 13 in Texarkana, Tex.
Six days later the boys and
girls will play for Oklahoma
the Music Educators’ Convention
(OMEA) in Oklahoma City, —one
of three bands selectedfor the ho-
nor,

Owens said he heard the
usual tdohs,, and ‘lahs!! when
he told the youngsters they’d
have to put in a little over-
time., But it was similar ‘‘over-
time’’ that copped the band
the class ‘A’ sweepstakes award
at the Tri-State Band Festival
held last May in Enid.

“] lknow all the kids won’t
be able to meet the sessions,”
Owens said today, “But I
want to get as much practice in
together as we possibly can.”

One band apiece will be re-
presented by Texas, Oklahoma,
Louisiana and Arkansas at the
four-state convention, Owens said
Durant was selected after recom-
mendation from a pair of repre-
senatives who had heard the
band play at district and state
contests.

Durant was the first of three
cities selected to play at the
OMEA convention, Also chosen
were Weatherford and Ardmore
High schools.

Three Durant band students,
Brenda DeVore, and Bill and
David Wakefield, also will play
in the All-State Band at the
Oklahoma City convention.Some
80 boys and girls across the
state were named to the All-
State group.

Recent sales from magazine

- bandroom again today as band director Don

\

for the

Four States Bandmasters’ Convention

The Little English Girl (Inglesina) .......... D. Delle Cese

Overture for Band . ... Frederick Beyer
Variations on a Korean Folk Song ... John Barnes Chance

Fiesta Del Pacifico ..oooomooooeooiieeeciiciiic e Roger Nixon
Danza Final (from Estancia) ... Arr. David John
Alberto Ginastera
w W W
PPrograim
for the

Oklahoma Music Educators’ Convention

Fiesta Del PacifiCoO e eeeeeeeeeeeeaen Roger Nixon

Variations on a Korean Folk Song .... John Barnes Chance

"Introduction and Samba .ooceooieeeieeeee. Maurice Whitney

Mr. Don Sinta, Alto Saxophone Soloist
Accompanied by the Band

Danza Final (from Estancia) .................. Arr. David John
Alberto Ginastera

MUSIC POURED from the Durant High School
Owens led most of his 60 students in another

holiday practice session, It’s all for a pur-
pose, as the youngsters are readying for a

Durant, Oklahonia

school vacation,

pair of important conventions coming up next
month, Meanwhile it’s practice, practice,
practice while most city teenagers enjoy the

(Democrat Photo)

— T
) Durant,_ Oklahoma, a town of 12,000 inhabitants, has
six schools in its educational system —— 4 elementary, 1

Junior high, and 1 high school plant. The total enrolment
exceeds the 2,200 mark. Five hundred of these students
are in the senior high school,

The high school band, one of the better bands of Okla-
hgmal, has a high achievement record. It has the distinction
of bgmg.the Outstanding Class A Band at the Tri-State
Festival in 1950, 1951, 1952, and 1967. In 1960 the band was
selected as the Outstanding Class AAAA Band and Sweepk-

stakes winner in the Buccaneer Musi i i
es ‘ usic Festival in Corpus
Christi, Texas. o



HONOR
AR THE e

DURANT HIGH SCHOOL BAND — DURANT, OKLAHOMA

Texas High Auditorium — 8:45 P.M. Saturday

The Little English Girl (Inglesina)

Overture for Band

Variations on A Korean Folk Song

Fiesta Del Pacifico

Danza Final from Estancia by Alberto Ginastera

DON OWENS, DIRECTOR

Don Owens received his B.A. degree from Southeastern State College, Durant, Oklahoma, in 1960
‘and his MME degree from North Texas State University in 1967. He has taught previously 'ct Antlersl
Oklahoma, and Junction City, Kansas. During Mr. Owens’ last two years at Antlers the band won fifl-
teen trophies, thirteen first place trophies and two second place trophies. While in Kansas the Junction
City High School Band received a superior rating in concert playing for the first time in the history of
the school and was selected to play for the KMEA Convention in Kansas City for the following y(-ur ! He
is a member of NEA, OEA,MENC, OMEA , and OBA. ' '

D. Delle Cese
Frederick Beyer
John Barnes Chance
Roger Nixon

arr. David John

OKLAHOMA
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SWINGING - -

EXPERIMENT

This year, for the first:

time in the history of

D H., S., Doen Owens  isi

perfecting his experiment
in music with musicians
of D,H,S, The experiment
is formally knownas ‘“THE

DURANT STAGE BAND”’,

under the baton of Don
Owens, ‘‘King of Swinging
Music.”’

The band has performed
at various activities such
as the D.,H,S. Christmas
assembly, a local insur-
ance_ convention, and

D.H.S. Band’s Chili Supper..

These performances have
set a number of invitations
such as to play at the
annual convention of the
F. F. A. organization, the
District Teacher’s Associ-
ation’s

convention at Lake Texoma
Lodge. The band is planning
to go' to Tri-State, Mem-
bers are:

evening of en-.
tertainment, and an invita-'
tion to play at the W,0.A.'

Don Owens- Prof. of the

baton.

Floyd (Bubba) Mahaney,
2nd Alto Sax
Billy Smith-
Sax.

Jon Borin (Stork) Lead
Tenor Sax.

Greg Clay-2nd Tenor Sax

Lead Alto

" Clenn Shroyer- (Snork)-

(Acid) Baritone Sax

Bill © Wakefield (Slick-
slide)~ L.ead T-Bone

Jim Barnette- 2nd T-Bone

Allen Kilpatrick- 3rd T~ .

Bone
Steve Weaver- 4th T-Bone

Stanley  Prough (Piston

Pusher)- Lead Trumpet
Randy Earles- 2nd Trum-
et
John Kilpatrick- 3rd

Trumpet.

John Lasater- 4th Trum-

pet
Stanley Maxey- 4th Trum-

pet £ z
Danny O’Dea (Keyboard

fingers)- Piano. :
Bob Qualls- Heavy Bass

DS

SINTA SWINGS
WITH BAND

In 1961, Donald Sinta be-

came an internationally
known saxophone virtuoso
literally overnight,

Mr. Sinta is saxophonist

with the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra, and is complet-

ing his studies for the de- |
- gree of Musical Arts at

the University of Michi-
gan, Recently he was
in a performance for the
Oklahoma Music Educators
Association with the Du-
rant High School Band held

- at Oklahoma City.

Mr, Sinta complimented

' the Duran:High School band
| as one of the best he had
' performed with.

NOTHING BUT GREAT is the only way to de-
scribe world-famous saxophonist Don Sinta,
who plays today with the Durant High school
band at the Oklahoma Music Educator’s As-
sociation convention in Oklahoma City. Also
selected for the trip was the SoutheasternState

["WHEN DURANT High's top-

drawer band played in Oklahoma
City recently for the Oklahoma
Music Educators’ convention,
there were a couple of prdud"
upoppasn on hand. !
Kenneth Peters of the SSC
faculty—president of the OMEA~
was, DHS band director at the
time most of the juniors and
seniors were beginners, tooting .
their first sour notes. iR
And it was an equally button-
busting affair for Peters’ suc-
cessor at Durant High, Don
Owens, who brought them alqng
to the level they stand today,

musically speaking. It’s a pretty
hien Tevall S0 e . . 50

college chorale, Sinta’s shown here inamusic-
blending practice session with the band Thurs-
day afternoon, with director Don Owens in the
background. President of the OMEA, in-
cidentally, is Kenneth Peters, band director at

SSC.,

(Democrat Photo}



y

 1968-1969

CHARLES L. WARD
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

CARL ALBERT
3D DisT., OKLAHOMA

Conngress of the nited States

TBouse of Repregentatibes

Office of the Majority Leader
Wlashington, B.L. 20515

February 17, 1968

Mr. Don Owens, Director
Durant High School Band
Durant, Oklahoma 74701

Dear Mr. Owens:

We were pleased to read in the Durant Daily Democrat that the
fine Durant High School Band was the Honor Band at a recent
meeting of the Oklahoma Music Educators Association in Oklahoma
City. Please relay my congratulations to Bill Wakefield, drum
major, and all the members of this great band.

You may be interested to know that a former drum major of the
Durant High Band is now serving as my legislative assistant.
He is Mike Reed of Durant, a very outstanding young man.

He and the other Durant members of my staff, Charles Ward,
Imogene Holmes and Stephanie Williams, all join me in best
wishes to you and the band.

Sincerely,

District Band S

Contest Rating moﬂ(;?:cf;'rs k s s, v,
List Announced |

Third District, Oklahoma

District Bands

Durant junior and senior high |

. high schools. Excellent ratings

The Durant High band pulled
down a pair of top division rat-
ings in the district music con-
test underway this weekend at
Southeastern State college. The
Junior High band took a super-
ior in concert work and excel-
lent in sightreading,

Other superior ratings in con-
cert when to Velma, Hugo, Ida-
bel, Broken Bow and Ardmore

were awarded Antlers, Coalgate,
Madill and Healdton high schools
and to two separate Ardmore

Jjunior high bands.

school students will be on the
Southeastern State college camp-
us* Friday-and Saturdayas mem=
bers of the 1968 all-district
bands,

Two public concerts have
been scheduled, both in Mont~
gomery auditorium. The jun-
ior high group will play at
7:30 p.m. Friday; the senior
high band at 7:30 on Saturday,

Visiting conductor will be
Marion Busby, music super-
visor in the Corpus Christi, Tex-
as, Public Schools,

BROTHERS  DAVID AND Bill Wakefield,
as well as Brenda DeVore, have beennamedto
the All-State Bandfollowing competition at John
Marshall High school in Oklahoma City. Each
a member of the Durant High band, Bill will
have a first chair position when the all-
staters perform a concert this January in
the capital city. Brenda was chosen for
third chair and David for sixth. Eight horn
players were selected from 45 that audition-
ed; 9 trombonist from 36, and 4 bassoonist .
from 14, (Democrat Photo)



Durant High Repeats
As Tri-State Winner

For the second year in a row
a hundred - plus bandsmen and
singers from Durant High

“ brought home the sweepstakes
award for class A schools at
Enid’s Tri-State music festival.

The victory gave DHS two legs
of three needed for permanent
possession of the award. The
last school to do it: Durant High,
in 1951-52-53, ;

Director Don Owens’ band al-
so brought back, for the second
year, the Festival’s Outstanding
Band trophy. None was given this
year for the outstanding chorus,
a tremendous disappointment to
director Lewis Tilford and his
singers,

The sweepstakes title came
from combined efforts of the
band, the chorus, along with sol-
oists and small-group ensem—

LS PO L S, faa

One of the latter, Danny O-
Dea, won a trophy as the top
performer before his particu-
lar judge, along with a super-
ior rating. Other pianists in the
superior category were Melinda
Lucas and Ann Braly. Those
gaining an excellent rating were
Glenda McKinney, Marilyn
Green, Lowelle Childers, Jamie
Kidd, Barton Rustin, Jerry Kay
Foote and Leslie Coleman,

Four ratings are given in each
contest by judges: superior, ex-
cellent, on down.

Judges offered high praise for
the band: ‘‘cool’’ performance,
was the way one put it. Another:
‘“a superior band, best in its
class.”

The band took superior ratings
on both concert and sight read-
ing contests.

It is my pleasure to extend to you an invitation to member-
ship in Alpha Alpha Chapter of PI KAPPA LAMBDA.

‘Ne don’t know of anything fin-
er that could happen to a bunch
of our teenagers to be judged
the best band among 14,000 mu-
sicians — which is what hap-
pened this weekend to Durant
High up at Enid.

Any parent with a youngster
in the band can tell you that it’s
the result of somes long, long
hours of work — like from 7
in the morning until 10 at night
— for director Don Owens.

Bringing home the sweepstak~
es once is good enough. . .this is
the second year in a row for
DHS, Ii’s the payoff not only for
the director and his students, but
a lot of band parenis as well.
They worked their heads off in
fruit cake sales and chili sup-
pers to raise the needed travel
money that isn’t available from
the school budget, for some rea-
son,

May 3, 1968

You have been elected to membership by the chapter faculty S

members.

The bases for your being honored were a) your outstanding

academic record and b) your excellent general and musical qualifi-

cations.

I hope you will honor the chapter by your acceptance of

membership.

membership is explained on an attached page.

General membership concerning the organization and

We will need to know immediately whether you W’lll join us so
mll you please 11T in the appropriate answers on the attached
"response form" if your response is affirmative.
form not later than Tuesday afternoon, May 8th, to David C. McGuire,

Chapter Secretary.

Return the completed

If you are joining PI KAPPA LAMBDA please plan to attend the
Initiation Luncheon to be given in your honor in the Crystal Room at

Marquis Hall on Friday, May 10th, 12:00 noon.

for all new members.

Alpha Alpha Chapter

PI KAPPA

School of Music

The luncheon is free

Very Sincerely,

Stephen Farish, President

Alpha Alpha Chapter

Durant Band _

‘up by July 27.
[they will be sold to those on
.the waiting list on a first come
‘first served basis, Owens said,

0

Have Summer Busmess

The high school stage band
. albums have arrived, Don Owens,
-director of instrumental musiec,
'said yesterday. Those who have
reserved albumsg must pick them

After that date

Measurements are being taken

:for the new high school band
‘uniforms, and they mustbe ready
.for mailing tomorrow,
-who has not been measured should

Anyone

contact Mr, Owens ai 924-4424
or 924-3617 immediately.

At 9:30 a.m. tomorrow students
in grades 7, 8, and 9 will meet
at the high school band room
to learn about the auditions and
requirements for the Durant jun-
ior High Honor Band, the director
amnounced. Any student who can-
not be present should get in touch
with Mr. Owans at onca.

OHS Band Unit
To Give Concert

Durant High’s stage band (call-
ed a dance band, when you and I
were young, Maggie) will pre-
sent a concert at 8 p.m, Satur-
day in Montgomery auditorium
on the SSC campus, director Don '
Owens said today,

Featured in the program will
be Harry Drabkin of Boston on
the tenor sax, and guiarist Lewis
Tilford; DHS vocal music direc-
tor,

There wﬂl be an admission
charge, with proceeds earmark-
ed for the high school instru-
mental music program, :

In addition to cortemporary
numbers, the program will in-
clude the Tommy Dorsey theme
““Gettin’ Sentimental Over You’’
and Bill Wakefield on trombone;
Count Basie’s immortal ““One
0’Clock Jump;”’- the Woody Her-
man “‘‘Woodchopper’s Ball’’ and
‘a jazz trio of Sid Whatley, Drab-
kln kin and Bob Qualls,



1970-1971

Bumps 18-Year Winner. .. .

DHS Band Scohe%

band, himself for ]udélng Owens

“The Durant high s
which held the m X arrangement, “Sinfonins”, was |
peting  in ' the homa = first on the agenda, then leﬂ into
University Band Day parécie this = *“‘Alhambra Grotto,” . ho’th i
weekend in' Norman, came ; spicy march&s 14
chargnd home vfxthia first place } The banﬂ de “m ;
trophy. 1 23533 ~ ! at Norman, i 4

Tmphxes www to the - Durant Band wés‘. ohe Bf'“tﬁ ﬁrsﬁ
toptwobandsmeaehdassA few to marcliqriNo an’s
through D, according, to Durant synthetmfpotbeﬂlplayixg surface |

band director . Don Owens. , called Tartan Turf, during the i
Durant took ifs first place trophy . halftime entertainment ‘between ©
in class. B, based upon school = the:QU-Wisconsin game. =~ @ @ | ' ©
enrollment, beating out 18-year .  “It was a patriotic show, 7 said
band winner Henryetta, . . the ® band - director. The 1,000

The 73-member Durant band . member band: played march
wasﬂ:eaghth!armtgndtbe ,numbers
ninth smallest in class B, “Which , precision &xa?tﬂﬁng for' the

and performéd

goes ta prove that quality comes _ packed football‘audience. ‘Owens
before.quantity,” said Owens. - " added that no reheé'sai was"dimé
The . winning trophies were . when the bamrs ly‘méz for
. at Owens stadium, . the fir "hnﬂe %
before 58,100 football fans plus a ; - E§m~ tor"w ma @ g
1,000 member band parhmpatmg ¥ &l trme’ i
on the playing field. . < . : show. Their mmcular band’s .

The trophy, almost a yard tall, . maneugq'sgvgre imgdmrgdaon
will be placed among the mony | the sketeh. ;The | ‘band director
others won by Durant’s band. gmmgonsmtongettmgﬁ~

mnngtheparadgtbatmcw ‘there pﬂ'fet‘ll!mz
ning, Owens selected tvoyparteﬁthesweusmn drill’ and ¢
numbers one arranged bysmnmc Trit tigi i ki

1 “Andyon’dbesnrpnsedhow
v.elhtallcamewt ” saad Owiens

,UandanSmeachszdg
- marches were amg;w"ﬁileihe h Owasso. The Qwasso band
- band was in :
- “This Is My . Co,nn;,ry
. “Staxrway to the Stars.”

. Half-time hlhlihts will be a
glowing b e dark

1 s

orman

esPééialIyatr ed &
Day perlorma& ﬂ? A %

The bands 1 médm tﬁe ‘
lmeoneadlslde,%en
' marching,  down et ﬁxelda S&nﬁimed in class B
weaving .each line in ther. gere- © Durant, Claremore,

“What ‘the Werld‘-Néﬂs Now™ . Blackwell, Crooked Oak from
* was played as the ‘band Speﬂedi Oklahoma City, ‘Pauls Vaney
! the word “Love” on the field. - _Bixby,, Chocotah,

The band ‘then made 2 hage’ He-ryeﬁa Midwest City Carl
shield on the playing field witha Albert; - Tahlequah, . Spiro,
Two.  Sallisaw, Stillwater, Pryor and

ent, Bumbered 110.

and Owens said, “T.am extremely

- pmudof ﬁleband"butlcan’t take
The word “Amm’!ws . all the credit. It is really un-

“spelled and the audience heard t behevable how the students.

“America the Beautiful.” One accepted responsibility and

1S

_chorus of the song was sung by G ‘_{gt,threush - The drill/
_all'the band members, M er  and listening aids are’
 the 58,100 audxeme. r makmg ﬂ}e:,bagd prbgam
“If you dop’t, 3?' ck thls year.’
coﬁntz;rboyywwwldha ;r Drill sergeants. for the band
* youhad heard that,” said Owens. this year e Greg Clay, Dale
The ending display was 2 e golm Lasater, Stanley
state of Oklahoma di f David Prough, Bllly

the band -members, sy - ‘ %ﬁ@f mena Witworth. .
fr&nmen of the fo

to the other “Oklalidna was
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It takes teamwork toward one goal to make a winning band like that of the Durant high school.

No One Key To Winning. . .

‘Durant Stage Band Selected As
One Of Top Fifteen In The Nation

By SCOTT HANCOCK
The Durant High school stage
band buzzed through last year
winning top honors and was
graced last month with the

highest compliment of all —,

being named one of the top 15
bands in the nation.

Band director Don Ownes
received a letter from the
secretary of National
Association of Jazz educators in
mid-December telling him of the
achievement. The bands are
selected by Matt Betton a for-
mer band leader, composer and
instructor who travels to all jazz
festivals. The program is
sponsored by the Air Force.

Owens said recordings and
tapes of the stage band will be
sent to the association and
distributed to 500 radio stations
over the nation, with Durant
band members receiving
recognition for the per-
formance.

Their selection as one of the
top in the nation, said Owens,
was contributed mostly by the
win at the Drury College Jazz
festival in Springfield, Mo., last
April.

The director said Betton
watched them receive the
band’s lowest rating which was
a one-plus. Their highest rating
was a number one with three
pluses attached to it, said the
proud director. While there,
senior Kit Harfield was selected
as the outstanding performer of
the entire festival. He’s the
stage band’s percussionsist.

“I can’t think of one key to
having a winning stage band,”
said Owens. While talking, he
agreed there must be a com-
bination of several features that
bring a band into the spotlight.,
“I've got a bunch of ‘gung-ho’
kids — they really love band,”
said Owens.

He referred to 19 students
dedicated to playing musical
instruments, a combination of
fine musical charts and also the
responsibilites of being an
outstanding band director.

Owens said the youngsters
have other things to do both
inside and outside the school. He
said he has activities getting the
concert band on its feet, besides
the stage band responsibilities.
But when the stage band gets
together for a session once a
week, Owens says everything
else ceases except musical
concentration.

“The band kids come in and
listen to recordings and they
study them. They don’t listen to
trash; they put on those ear-
phones, study the best
musicians and try to copy their
style,”” said Owens. ‘“Every
member has the responsibility
of carrying his load, else
everyone in the band suffers.
It’s something that’s not pun-
ched into the kids, they must
have the dedication.”

Owens said sometimes when a
bandster doesn’t carry his
share, a lot of the students will
tell him about it. That makes
him work harder for fear he will

not be befriended by fellow
musicians, according to the
director.

Owens, in his seventh year
here, spends every spare minute
at the band room, and then
some. “It’s not uncommon for
me to come home at 10 p.m.
anymore, especially before a
performance.” He added that
his stage band may rehearse 7-
11 p.m., maybe two nights a
week.

“See those kids in the band
room — it’s after school hours on
a Friday and they’re sitting
there studying music. They’d be
there 24 hours every day if I'd let
them.”

When Owens has problems,
who does he turn to? He said he
doesn’t waste time writing
letters. He calls someone he
trusts with a host of questions to
ask. He said he won’t call just
anyone, it must be someone who
knows the business, then he may

not let that conductor hear his .

band until it’s time.

“It’s a political thing,” Owens
says.

He’s recently added a French
horn and an electric organ to the
stage band and has begun a
middle school stage band.

Proud that the middle school
band has come so far in only a
few months, Owens said that
program is preparing the.
youngsters for high school band.
“I lose so many good players
each year during graduation,
I’ve started the middle school

- program, and those kids love

TR

Senior Larry Edgmon is
Owen’s co-worker and middle
school stage band conductor. He
really likes the responsibility
and has asked to come back
during college to conduct, said
the director.

“Edgmon is my drum major
and probably one of the best
saxophone players in the state,”
said Owens.

“I’ve got about 30 bandsters in
the middle school program. But
when they’re performing, I pick
the best ones and that makes
them study like tigers.” The
band has performed publicly
twice since being formed last
November.

“Five years ago, the Durant
stage band began playing charts
like the middle school plays
now. At present, we’re playing
charts like Channel One Suite,
probably one of the hardest
numbers a band can perform.
Professional bands have hands
full with that chart.”

Music is Owen’s life and he’s
making the best of it. Ask his
students.



DURANT HIGH BAND carved another notch in
its competition pistol over the weekend by
bringing down the first-place trophy in the Six
Flags contest at Arlington. Proud of their

Monday, May 10, 1971.

newest possession are bandsmen Dale Goat

At Six Flags. . .

(left) and John Lasater. The band this year
chose the closer-to-home and fun-filled Six
Flags contest after retiring Enid’s Tri-State
Festival sweepstakes with three straight wins.

(Democrat Photo)

DHS Band Takes Honors

With a brand new trophy on
the shelf, the Durant High band
will join its elementary and
junior high counterparts in a
spring concert Tuesday evening.

The joint concert is set for 7:30
p.m., in the high school
auditorium. There will be an
admission charge.

The senior high band Saturday
evening was proclaimed winner
of the two-day Six Flags contest
at the Arlington, Tex., park.

Director Don Owens entered

the band in the big-school triple-
A class competition. Durant was
the only non-Texas winner in
any of the classes.

Among the judges were
composer and conductor Paul
Yoder, and tomorrow night’s
concert will include one of his
compositions.

Another judge was George C.
Wilson, president of the famed
National Music Camp and In-
terlochen Arts academy in
Michigan, who recalled fond
memories of a years-ago visit to
Durant. 5y

'On his criticism sheet he
scribbled: ‘“Many years ago I
had the privilege of serving as
guest conductor, working with
an hearing the Durant band
(probably about 1947-52).

“This band is a fine con-
tinuation of Durant’s long
history as a fine band.”

Yoder called the band’s
contest effort ‘“A remarkable
performance; amazing
technique in trumpets, flutes,
horns, clarinets. . .a fine con-
ductor. :

The criticism sheet of the
third judge, band director
Wayman. Walker of .Colorado

~ State” university "in~ Greeley:

‘“very fine interpretation. .
What a really great band! This
is the first time I have just sat
back and really enjoyed myself.
Congratulations to all.”

On November 7, the nand
traveled to Norman where
they competed in- the reg-
ional marching contest.’
They were awarded Superior
ratings in both the precis-
ion marching and ins§E¢
In the inspection the
was lined up in block Land
and each individual
was inspected for such
thinge as wrinkled uniforns
chipped reeds, dirty ov
bent wmouthpieces, ate., aund
1/10 of a point was dedr
for each flaw. The Super-
ior rating that the b

;

studari;

received i
which is
that the band has
The band receivad only cne
criticism out throe
on the precisicn

SRS S
of toe

Donnie Owens
Durant High School

Durant High School Band selected as the
“Outstanding Class A Concert Band” for
three years at Tri-State — Durant Band
has performed for the Four States Band-
masters’ Convention and the Oklahoma

* Music Educators’ Convention.
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' Band Asked To
Chicago Clinic

The Durant High band has (\mms
been invited to Chicago next
winter for the 1972 Mid-West
National Band and Orchestra
clinic.

“It’s quite an honor,” said
director Don Owens, “and we
plan on going if there’s any
possible way.”

Owens is to attend a mid-
June meeting of the Park

Ridge, Ill.-headquartered
clinic organization to work on
details.

The Durant band’s in-
vitation came after Owens
submitted a multi-page ap-
plication and tape recordings.

THAT CHICAGO trip is why
all the bandsmen have been
working extra-hard on their
nearly-finished magazine drive, i
with the annual holiday fruit

Pfesenﬂting “Mr. Band!""...

Drum Major Alan Kilpatrick is
quite a guy! Not only does he handle
his band job well but also just about
any job he undertakes. Alan has been

gleery DRIy AEwS ,,7/’7/”

Band Selects
Music Judges

an All-State trombonist for the past
2 years, maintains a 3.76 grade aver-
age, participates in track, and Student
Council, “Good Show,”’ Alan!

r DURANT Elk City’s 1972 band festival, to
. HIGH BAND . be held March 7 and 8, will have
Sn . both new and familiar faces in its

. CONCERT ranks of judges.
. Sunday, Dec. 3 . Local director Tom Hutchinson
2:30: p. m, announced today that Dr. Harry
Hear our Chicago Progr.m 4 Haines, an ECHS alumnus and
L.- -_— - - Dr. Colbert Hackler, former

asasasssasaasssasaassasasasnsasaaaa ECHS band dil‘ector, haVe ac-

m

o oy
{2

cepted invitations to judge this
year’s event.

Other Oklahoma music
educators selected are Donnie
Owens from the Durant schools;
Roger Robinson from Oklahoma
.City’s John Marshall high school ;
_Pat Malloy, Burns Flat ‘music
mentor, and Ben Williams, El
‘Reno high school band director.
“Western

ALL DISTRICT BAND REPORT

On Saturday, November 20,

mbers of the band com=~

ed in the selection of
All-District Band at

. These trxyouts are the

irst level of All-State,

o. There were 74 from

Durant selected from both Oklahoma s

definitely band country, and Elk
City’s festival will draw the best.

cake sales still to come.

High School.

WITH A WHOLE lot of luck,
and if you happen to be watching
the New York Thanksgiving day
parade tomorrow on the tube,
you may be able fo pick Kit
Hatfield out of the crowd.

‘He — and 100 others — will be
in the McDonald’s band. Kit
would be one of the drummers,
unless maybe they let him carry
the sign.

All events are open to the public
and al: local residents are urged
to attend and enjoy the high
levels of achievemént in music

‘by doday’s youth,” Hutchinso

reported. £

OKLAHOMA FLAG GOES WITH Kim Hatfield, Durant, with
smiling best wishes of Lt. Gov. George Nigh. Hatfield will be
marching in Monday’s Tournament of Roses parade at Pasadena,
Cal., as a member of the All American band. Flags from each
state will be massed following the band.

Kit Hatfield Nails
Top Band Honor

Durant High senior Kit
Hatfield today was named a

surprise: DHS band director
.Don Owens hadn’t told any of
member of the McDonald’s his last year’s All-Staters he
All-American band. He getsa  was in their names.
pair of expense-paid holiday Two young musicians from
trips along with the honor and,  each state are tapped for the

presumably, all the ham- McDonald band each year.
burgers he can eat. “I got a brochure asking for
Hatfield will fly toNew York ~ Your top musicians some time

ago,” Owens said, “so I just

fxqithe, Mecy's, parace S sent in the names of all our

Thanksgiving Day, then to

Pasadena, Cal., for the' ‘l:enfatzktert;i:l;gr Imew would
Tournament of Roses parade :
on New Year’s day, before the Hatfield was a percussionist
Rose bowl game. ~ in the All-State orchestra as a
Kn the “littl sophomore, played tympani in
Foie € AN 1.5t year’s All-State band, and

with the big noise,” Hatfield oo }ocon as one of the top

has been a drummer inschool 41 00”1 cicians this past |
music groups since his junior g0 during the Drury
high days. College Jazz festival - at
The notification this mor- Springfield, Mo., as a member
ning came as a complete of the Durant High stage band.
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DURANT BAND CHICAGO—BOUND—-'Fhus is the 77 piece Durant h igh school band: thorr wrll perform in Chi

five in the U.S. selected to pcrrhlcnpq're in the Mid-West National Band and Orchestra ¢limic:

Durant Band Named In Nation's Top Five

By JOHN CLIFT
DURANT — The Durant High

~iece concert band was chosen

School band has finally won an|articipate in the Midwest
award they can accept. Jational Band and Orchestra
:linic in Chicago this

After the Durant High Stage
Band was selected as one of};
the top seven high school stage
bands in the nation and invited
to icipate - in an  in-
ternational band festival in
Europe, it was turned down by

a stage group. The European
fesﬁzval hadn’t been checked out
to see if it met the standards
required by the ©Oklahoma
Activities Council.

Undaunted, the Durant band
played on. This time, the 77-

state approval.

So between now and
Owens and his band members
aren’t tootling away on their
‘nstruments, they’ll be busy
peddling everything from
fireworks to fruit cakes to raise
the $7,200 necessary for the trip.

BIG CHANCE

“There will be some 12,000
of the top composers, arrangers,
publishing company officials
and band directors from all
over the US. on hand for the
concert, ” he said. ‘It will be
equivalent to having the stands
full of pro scouts at a football
game.

“It_wll mean that every one
of my 77 band members will
have a chance to be seen and
heard by the top people in the
music world. It can mean every-
thrmg from college schelarships

to professional careers for the
kids,” enthused Owens.

The Durant band was one of
several hundred high school
bands in the mnation that
prepared a tape and sent to
the Mid-West National Band and
Orchestra Clinic in - Chicago.
There a panel of judges heard
the tapes and selected the five
bands to pamcupate in this
year’s clinic.

“To give you an idea of the
importance,” said Owens.
“Durant has been chosen to
lead off on Dec. 13 in the
Sheman House. This year, the
lead-off spot was held by :U.
S. Navy Band!”

TOUGH JOB

The band will present a 90

minute program. But selecting

1s one of five in the U.S. to|_

Decemeber. This got local and||

December when Director Don||

DON OWENS

ton native wms
laurels for Durant band
as it's director.

King-s-
more

the program isn’t the easiest
thing in the world to do. The
program can’t include more
than two numbers from the
same music publishing house or
more thon two from any

composer or arranger. NoO
number can run longer than
eight minutes.

“Ill meet on June 17 with
the other four band directors
in Chicago,” said Owens. ‘At
that time we’ll present our
program. Where there are
duplications, we’ll flip a coin
or draw straws to see who gets
to play: that number. You see,
the music selected must have
been published within the last
three years and must not have
bheen played before at this

- |clinic.”
Winning awards has been a|

way of life for the Durant -high

' land one second alternate —

band. In 't.he past 25 years, 205, Then came Durant, where he
all-staté band - and orchestraiwas director of the junior high
members have, been selected.iband for two years, and the
This year alone there were ll]last seven at the senior high
all-staters, two first altemates'band This year’s stage band
played the backup music for
more than any other high school|Gail Farrell in the appearances
in the state. of the Lawrence Welk solist in
owens i ati i Durant and Ada.
son of Ilvs[,r?’ n:;g/ el\(/)é‘slf mg 012’_ ‘Owens has been frequently in
Owens. He was introduced to|demand both as judge and as
music by the legendary A. E.|2 clinic- director for bands in
Finley of Kingston, who was the southwest.
band director there until his| Owens said the Durant band
death. Finley wrote his firstjmust present its program in 1
published music at the age of|through 5 categories, with No.
11 1 being the easier music and
five the most difficult. One|,
bright spot is that the music
companies do supply the music
that the band will play.

Owens took his BA in music
at Southeastern State college in
Durant and then his masters
at North Texas-State, where he
played in the band, orchestra
and was a member of the
gamed 1 o’clock Lab Band.

BANDS DO WELL

He went to Antlers for his
first band directing job and in
his four years there his high
school band won 13 first place|f
and division trophies. He spent
the next year at Junction City,
Kan., where for the first time
in that school’s history they
took a top rating in concert
perférmance and were invited
to perform for the Kansas
Music educators.




Montgomery Auditorium
£ Admission $3.00

D

| THE
GAIL FARRELL

’ SPECIAL
Music by
Durant's Award-Winning
STAGE BAND

Rotary Benefit For Durant's Parks

April 21, 1972 8 P.M.

$5C

Gail Farrell Will
Perform In City

Durant’s Gail Farrell will “do
her thing” onstage here in a
concert program next month as
a benefit for the city park
system, with the blessing of her
boss, Lawrence Welk.

The 1%-hour show, dubbed
“The Gail Farrell Special”’ by
the sponsoring Durant Rotary
club, also will feature the
prizewinning DHS stage band
under direction of Don Owens.

Early ticket sales have the
Rotarians worried, chairman
Harold Haddock said during a

committee meeting this morn-'

ing. “I think we’d better check
seating capacity again,” he
said.

The show, the evening of June
12, will be in Montgomery
auditorium on the Southeastern
State college campus. Capacity
is rated at around 1,100.

Haddock said proceeds from

the event will be held in an

‘account until plans for the city’s

park improvement program are
finalized. A tentative five-year
plan, designed to draw federal
matching grants, will be
presented to the city council at
its June 7 meeting.

General chairman C. W. Rudd
said Miss Farrell, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. B. C. Farrell, is
having special costumes made
for the Durant show, and will
bring her own accompanist.

He said she had been given
permission from Welk and from
the Welk television show
production manager to make the
Durant visit — to the point of
early taping of her segment of
the show that week.

In addition to performing,
Miss Farrell also is doing some
of the musical arrangements for
the Welk group.

FROM THE HEART, Lawrence Welk star Gail Farrell sings for
the hometown folks in a performance in Montgomery auditorium,
backed by the prizewinning Durant High stage band. It was the
second such city park fund benefit put on by the Rotary club in as
many years. (Democrat Photo)

Band Boosters Set
Ice Cream Social

Durant High School Band
Boosters club will host a ice
cream social at 7:30 p.m.
Thursday in the high school
cafeteria.

All past and present band
booster members are invited to
attend. For information con-
cerning the social, persons may
call Mrs. Ronald Menzel at 924-
2398.




Oth
_ANNAL
SIX FLA
OVER TEX
CONCERT

BAND
FESTIVAL

PROG RAM

5:30 Durant High School (AAA)
Durant, Oklahoma . . .. Don Owens

Lola Flores — Sad( I/Tucci
Aegean Festival Overture — Makris

6:00 Lake Highlands High School (AAAA) G
Richardson, Texas . .. . Eddie Gréen
Conqueror — Tieke
Flying Dutchman Wagner/Hindsley

SIX FLAGS

OVER TEXAS

Band Festival
1973 Program
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Don Owens
DH.S. Band 'Dsr-.d'cf'

Region T XVII: AAAA—-Alvm Charles
Saber Angleton, Don Hood ;
Owens; Dulles (Staffor a.mes
son Tamar Cons. (Rosenberg)
Albritton ; Pearland, Jack Fariss;
—_Friendswood, James Murrile; Santa Fe
(Alta Loma), Steve Richardson; C—
Sante Fe (Alta Loma), Jim Shaver.
| Region XVIII: AAAA—Anderson (Aus-
tin), Verda Hemngton Bryan Pete

The DHS Band, in its last
year of LA marching competi-
tion, received three 1 ratings
at Lamar Consolidated on Nov-
ember 8, Under the field di=-
rection of Mary Jo Piske, the
Band earned such comments from
Judges as: '"Band shows great
pride and attention to de=-
tail," "A lot of hard work and
fine teaching=-a well executed

showi Congratulations}"

- Allen Miller
ASSISTANT

BAND DIRECTOR



Don Ow band director of Dick n High
to Drum Mary Jo Piske (1

Tami Pittma; about the trophy broug home bythe ator
g 1st Division with a unanimous decision
from all three judges at the recent University Interscho-

Band for
lastic League Marching Contest in Rosenberg,

Following a Gator Band trade |

ition, these .twirlers received

"Superior" ratings; Patty Ca- |

rroll, Barsa Cook, Dana Dev-

itt, Natalie Hunter, Marlene

King, Kari Moore, Janet New-

men, Katy Park, Pat Shook,
Glena Walker and Robyn Yar-'

brough,

‘ “ et. Band
shows geaf i&‘ride and at-
tention to detail,” said Judge

Bob Blanton of’ Cline High

School,
“Very nlce sound, Nice

variety in the show, Good

looking band, Excellent dis-
cipline, This is a fine band!
A lot of hard work and fine
teaching, Congratulations!*

said ‘Judge Har
of San Angelo Co 1¢

on general effect, Good on

general appearance and dis-

cipline, A well exeeu

show! Congratlﬂanon it

Jud e Gary Wylie of Seguln
School.

e Gator twirlers at the
contest also made a good
showing with Patty Carroll,
Barsa Cook, Dana Devitt,
Natalie Hunter, Marlene
King, Kari Moore, Janet
Newm Katy Park, Pat
Shook, Glena Walker, and
Robyn Yarbrough receiving

_:é superior Nfi e anci? Rhody
astillo chelle Fannin,
Leah m’u Hui’stetler,
Sharon

Mares ianne ei(echelay,
Rita Rains, and Cindy Tay-
lor receiving an excellent

rating,
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Stage Band At Festival

The above photo shows the Dickinson High Schoel won the award as the outsianding stage band of AAA
Stage Band at the Dulles Jazz Festival where the band schools.

DHS Stage Band Invited To Hawaii

automobile

iThe Dickinson High School = since only five bands are mitiee plans a movie in garage sale, )
Stage Band has received an accepted to make the trip. June. . Other projects raffle, car wash, collection
nvitiation from the Inter- Twenty band members suggested by committee of aluminum cans, and

national Jazz Tours of
Kingsville, Texas to par-
licipate in the 1977 third
annual Hawaiian Christmas

will’ make the trip to
represent Dickinson High
School, Dickinson, District
18-AAA, and the Houston and ~

members are auction of a

donated automobile, break- -

fast dance, -chili ‘supper,

Hallowe’en carnival. |
Jack Stoker is chairman of |
the fund-raising committee.

Gulf Coast areas.

Parents and interested
individuals are meeting to
plan fund raising activities |
to finance the tour. The goal |
for the fund is $15,000. }

The fund-raising com-|

Tour, Dec. 26-31. {

- Joseph L. Bellamah,
president of the Inter-
national Jazz Tours, ex-
tended the invitation to Don
Dwens, band director. The
tour is an honor for the band

¥

STAGE BAND SHINES-Mark Gracey, (left), and David
Begeron of Dickinson High School Stage Band display
Division I trophy awarded to the band recently at Dulles Jazz
Festival. In winning the trophy the band played ‘‘Norwegian
Wood,” “Signifyin’,” ‘‘Rainy Day”’ and “The Yard Went on
Forever.”




Hawall-Bound Stage Band to Stage

To help finance a trip to
Hawaii for the Christmas
Music Festival the Dickinson
High School Stage Band will
hold five Saturday night

movies in the McAdams
Junior High School
Auditorium.

Don Owens, Dickinson
High School band director,

Saturday Night Movies

announced that ticket sales
will continue through Sept.
24,

Five movies will be shown
on consecutive Saturday

nights, with ‘“‘Earthquake”
on Sept. 24 followed by ‘“The
Andromedia Strain,” ‘“The
Island at the Top of the
World,”” *‘Nickelodeon,” and

ending on Oct. 22 with Junior High School
*gw “Gus.” Season tickets are . Auditorium which in fact
T being offered at $5 for all fiv was utilized as a community

movies. ]
Owens stated that gobd

facilities  are available for

jmovies at the McAdams

movie theatre during World
War II when a large number
of military service g -
were stationed in this

i

; ' . a4 E'E 0 a8
| , Donation Given . G
Virgil Willhelm, vice president of the Dickinson State SN 5 y
Bank, and Donna Kuehl, new account secretary, s\
ongratulate Max Duncan on the success of the %

ickinson High School Stage Band, and present him
with a donation from the bank to help finance the
’Hawaiian Christmas Concert tour which the Staja

Band will make. Tt

(L ’ o e

DONATION-Wayne E. Gotsch, president of tlie Dickinson Lions Club, presents a $50 donation
from the club to Lisa Magliolo, member of Dickinson High School Stage Band, to be used by the
_band for expenses on up coming trip to Hawaii.

e
N

Car Washes Help Band :

Jamie Simpson reports to Walter Hall, president of
Citizens State Bank in Dickinson, on the success of the
series of Saturday car washes for which the bank is
‘providing facilities and water. The proceeds from this
activity will be used to finance the Hawaiian
Christmas concert tour of the Dickinson High School
Stage Band. The car wash service will be available on .
the bank parking lot every Saturday in July during the Don Owens, Lickinson High School bana
hours of 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. ---so come out, get the olﬁ dDiil:;‘ci:’:‘;n&i;!{(ii -:]agk;‘e Sltoskter, nlxzem(l;e:l of ;he
i s School Stage Band, dis

iy bf’.’?‘gy clesned ap; M bty ain NNe TG t, a financial thirmometer in%icating thatptflz
i : | fund raising activities of the Stage Band to

provide $13,000 for a trip to Hawaii have

reached the half-way mark. The Stag
Band has been invited to attend the Hawaii
Christmas Festival, and during recen
months has been busy in many differen

activities to raise the needed funds for the
trip.



Band members Rene Schuett, Linda Broman,
Randy Hufstetler, Lisa Magliolo and Jackie
Mares display the numerous band awards |
received during the year.

SIX FLAGS

OVER GEORGIA

Invitational Band Festival
1978 Program

Dr. William F_Swor

Dr. William J. M Y
Dr. Harry Begian. University
0 Dickinson High School—RC
AA Dickinson, Texas . ... ... .......... Don Owens

Commando March ..................... Barber
Till Eulenspiegel .. .. .... Strauss/Hindsley
24 Swec/?s*/ﬂ kes Winner

%
<.

HONORS
Freshman Region: 9 Alternates 6
HS. District: 29 ‘
HS. Region 17
Area: T
Ali-State: 2 1 Alternate
Concert Band,Sea Arma . ............ Division I, Selected as the
Outstanding 3 A Second Band
Symphonic Band, Sea Arma . ......... Division I, Selected as the
- Outstanding 3 A Band
T T L R e D DR e Division I



by John Crawford

The Dickinson High School Matching Kéren Marony md
Band started off the 1979-80. season The. band will! oloists David
for the first time with two drum maj- Dalke and Carlo on/trumpet.
jors, Danny McLemore and Debhie The band offipets for this year are
‘Splllane Both are lumO“ and’ are Mary Santarelli president; Derek
\directing on the field. ke Blue Teiken, vxce-premdent Carolyn
|Knights dre marching again this year Newman, treasurer; Linda Broman,
‘under the direction of Thorton Jones, secretary; D"m Higbee photography
| the rifle captain. j historian; and _John Crawford, report-
The Flares have 20 members this jng historian.

year and are under the direction of -Mr Greg Dick is a new facu]ty mem-
Captain Valérie McCain and assistant'ber of the DHS band program. He
co-captains Donna Crowson and Julle was an all state snare drummer and
Wolff. Th R“Pti“ each moming attended Sam. Houston State Univer-

with th ﬂﬂ team learmng sity where he

new rou in the jazz bant cl is teachmg
Head ura 3t McAdams ' Jt ‘H fg&h School.
Shook. udes My  Owens and . Mr. Gossett feel

Linda

astillo, ¢this should be an exceptional yur
Melanie

ine - Coop"’ for the band.

the Di_'vision I trophg won at the Lahhrque Rotary mrcﬁmg Band
‘holds the trophy for “Oubstandmg Drum Corps™; Thornton Jones’ rifle squad won the Otuswmﬁe Line™;

Assxstant Drum Major Danny MecLemore holds the trophy won at the U.LL. Marching Contest at Dulles on Novem~i
"ber 10; Grace Hodges has been selected first chair oboxstm the Texas All-State Youth Orchestra.



g

VERY GOOD YEAR~The Dickinson High School Band has had another very successful year.

Displaying 10 different trophies won at various contests are Mary Santarelli, band president,
and Derek Tieken, vice-president. The trophies won are from left: Division I plaque for win-

ning first division at the Six Flags Over Texas Invitational
won by the symphonic band at the Southwest Band

Band Contest, Division One Plaque
Festival at Galveston, Outstanding

Drum Corps at the LaMarque Rotary Marching Festival, Division One trophy at the La.
Margue Rotary Marching Festival, Grand Sweepstakes Award for the ontstqgg!lg‘g’l)‘gnd of the
entﬁ‘éﬁégtlwl at the Southwest Band Festival in Galveston, Grand Sweepstakes Award for the

most points earned at the University of Houston Solo and Ensemble Contest, f

trophy for the UIL Marching Contest, Sweepstakes for fir

Contest and first division ratings in both UIL Concert and Sightreading, Outs ’
at the LaMarque Rotary Marching Festival, and first division plague won by ¢
rs are Don Owens and Jo

at the UIL Concert Contest. Band directo

e

ByJILL BRIGGS R
' DICKIN-SUN Special Correspondent

FUSEY e ety

‘State! The dream
‘members —and marching bandsmen.
" This year, for
marching band

Austin, Nov. 24. Although the band qualified
test last year, they did not go because it was
competition. s

“Last year, it (the state competition) was a new thing, and "‘Cglybso,f’ “La Suerta
We had too many other things to work on,” said John Gossett, with “Even Now.” Solo

assistant band director. “Also, last year all you had to do to
qualify was make a first division rating (top rating), so lots of . tuba. One judge comme
bands qualified. This year, only the two top bands at the tipggf‘mgsic;”, and prai

U.LL. marching contest'can go.” ~
The band ‘came in second place behind

St v, O

1 of all athletes, .‘.déb,atél-‘s,:\spee‘ch team
e first time ever, the Dicic'i_’ns:‘ n High School

, is going to the state University Interscholastic
League (U.LL.) competition at the University of Texas, in

irst division |

st division ratings in U

bnGossett. st

to go to the con-
the first year of

Pina, trumpet; Chris Ho

Gossett said that th

Pearland at the

s everybody to pu
‘do everything — nc

Marque contest. .

, instead of 6:45, every moming
i ngiarned
e done better this year — every-



All state orchestra  19g1-1982

Rl

3'BHS'students qualify

By JANE_JT WILCOX Beverly Thonip'son, Andy'_\ ge.
_ Staff Writer .students-out of 16 area schools who qualified for all state orche:

Peouis and Janet Jackson wers

Senior Janet Jack- _ pour Diekinson High School stadents were named to All-State Band in a
son, senior Andy Bou- competition held January 16 at the University of Houston.

rgois and sophomore

Joyce Smith, Mark Lear, Debbie Spears and Amanda Hodges, the

Beverly Thompson honored instrumentalists.

have qualified for the
All State Orchestra.

These were the on- |
i

ly three students out
of 16 schools in the %
region to qualify. ;
“To make the Al |
State Orchestra it |
takes a lot of skill and
even a little luck,” Mr.
Don @wens said.,,
Jackson plays flute
Bourgeois plays: B flat
clarinet and Thompson
plays percussion:
The students will

- through 13.

DICKINSON BAND
MEMBERS SHINE
IN REGIONAL TRYOUTS

Texas Interscholastic

tryouts held at Angleton
saw: 18 Dickinson .High
School band students ac- |
cepted for regional compet-

i

|
League regional orchestra |

|

|

ition. | :

They were: = g

lvan Yanasak, French
horn; .Nathaniel . Smith,
trumpet; Eric Taylor, trom- -|

bone; Roberf[ Goldman, |

French » horn; Amanda

Hodges, bassoon; ‘
Georgeanne. Santarelli, |

English horn; Mark Lear, -
oboe; Beverly Thompson,
percussion; Janet Koester,

French horn; Janet
Jackson, flute; Richelle
Easley, oboe; Joyce Smin-
th, French horn.

Band director is Don
Owens.

‘earns recognition

DISD band program

BandDimctorDonOwe:_lsisverypmudoftheDISDband

«“Pye watched it grow to one of the best marching bands in
the area - up to fifth best in the state,” he said. “I’ve watched
-onrconca'tbandgmwwbeoneoftheﬂxreebestintbestate.
And our band program has been chosen “outstanding band” |
at contests such as Six Flags Over Texas, Three Worlds of
Fun in Orlando, Florida, and the Greater Southwest Music
Festival in Galveston,” Owens said. :

“For the past two years we have won Grand Sweepstakes
in the UIL solo and ensemble contest in Houston at the
University of Houston. For the past two years we have
produced the largest number of Regional Orchestra mem-
bers. We have produced the highest number of district,

j;)-' :. i“y’ fs” ‘ . fl,.rw
region, area, and all-state orchestra members. Statewide, Vo | \ 1_"
we have been fourth or fifth in the highest number of all-state ( n i
band members. Our Junior High Band was chosen top in the ¢

e ue e NS gran

‘sweepst

Three Dickinson High #iassoon soloist; and Renee
School band students won Dudley, sophomore, was
“Qutstanding Soloist” awar- named outstanding piano
ds in the May 22 University  soloist.
of Houston Solo and En-
semble Contest, and the Approximately 55 Dickin-
band won the Grand Sweep-  son High School band mem-
stakes award for the most bers participated in the con-
points scored in the contest. test. This was the third con
Mark Lear, freshman, secutive year in which the
was named outstanding oboe DHS band took top honors
soloist; Amanda Hodges, Fifty-five schools par
junior, was awarded the ticipated in the contest Ma;
honor of outstanding 22.

i : - - : And:fndanyone would gather that Don Owens loves Kil
ohn Gorsett , music and DISD, he would beright. :
. _ Don Owens Assistant Band Director John Gossett is responsible |
«What does band do for kids? It's a lot more than learning charting the football game half-time show and teaching .
music. Students learn self-discipline, and how to be depen ching to the marching band. '

 dable, cooperative and to cope in situations not to one’s "?’@-'M‘tbembandat the high school and |
liking. They learn team effort. This is the way families beginning woodwind players at McAdams Junior Hi

- operate. This is the way life is. Band students are the mos School,” Gossettsaid. i VS Sl e
dependable folks in school. It’s a good feeling. They pool in-  “In the six years I’ve been here, the quality of the Dick
dividual efforts for the group. We celebrate together orson band program has improved greatly each year. 1
mourn together,” Owens said. : students work very hard, with dedication and discipline, ¢

“These kids have something money won’t buy. That’s at- they exhibit a great deal of pride in their music organizati
titude. And that takes years and years to accomplish,” he and performances - both individually and as a group. It
said. + ; pleasure to work with such students,” Gossett said. *‘/

“Music is something a poor man can own. You buy it by with Band Director Don Owens,” he added.

, the sweat of the brow,” Owens said. o i



[

| Owens garne

Don Owens, Dickinson

'High School Band Director,

is the Tecent recipient of an

! extraordinary honor.

Owens was inducted into
the Oklahoma Bandmasters

Hall of Fame at a banquet

during the Oklahoma Band-
masters Co yention in
Oklahoma City July 21. The
recognition was given for
outstanding achievements
a band

instructor hxs four

years in Adtl,érs and eight

years in Durant school

'dxstmcts in Oklahoma.
“I was stunned,” Owens

said. “After all, I've been

teaching in Dickinson for the

past nine years - since the
Fall of 1973 - and who would
ever dream he - would be

remembered for some

things he did between 10 and
20 years ago?-1 guess oq_t of
sight, out of mind’ isn’t
always necessarily true,”” he
said. “I really treasure this
award. I Just hope I deserve
it,” said a still overwhelmed
Don Owens

ey S S Ll
New recording

Dickinson High School Band students, Maria
Seaholm and Katherine Rees examine the
newly arrived record albums made by the band.
The recording are of the Symphonic Band
playing “The Firebird Suite”” on side one and the
Concert'Band contest performance on side‘two.
Recordings were made by the American Record
Corporation and will be sold on a first comefirst
serve basis. The albums are to be $10:30"each
are avaﬂable by calling 337-2231 or 337-1784.

For the past months, band stu
idents across the state of Texas haw
!been competing for All- State musi
! honors.
For the 6th consecutive year
Dickinson has produced more All
,5 Staters than all other schools in Re
_.gion 17 and has had a consistan
ranking of 4th to 5th in the state.
This year’s All-Staters are soph
"% § omore Mark Lear on oboe, junio:
' Beverly Thompson on'tympani, se
nior Maria Seaholm on flute, anc
junior David Owens on saxophone.
These students traveled to Sar
Antonio on Feb. 9 to participate ir
the Texas All-State festivities. Thei
3 ifinal concert was held Feb. 12.

"h"ﬂ »:‘?* ¢

Mark Lear, Beverly Thompson,
Maria Seaholm and David Owens.

n’s stage band received
mgs from all three jud-

ked the Number

d ‘at the Angleton

tanding Musician™
ded to the most

mlvxdda‘ls of the Fes-

. Dickinson students recewmg

these ‘honors were senior Chris =
Howard on lead trumpet John ‘Har-

Matthew Benjamin on gu1ta:c

_Only one award was given to
> ng performer of the
‘This 'honor went to il
Owens on alto saxo- ' "'




Blue Horizons

The --Dickinson * High
School-“‘Blue Horizons”’
Color Guard recently at-
tended USL Color Guard
Camp in _ Lafayette,
‘Louisiana.

Of the 27 color guards
from Mississippi,
Louisiana and Texas at-
tending, Dickinson’s “Blue
Horizons’’ received the
“Ragin Cajun” award for
the most outstandinl.

This award is presented
to the goup displaying out-
standing dedication; at-
titude and improvement.

-In addition, several in-

honors

dividual awards were
presented to the members
of the Dickinson group.

Tami Nowlin was named
the Most Outstanding Rifle
and Gerrie Elmore the

Most Improved.-

Shawndra-Aven received
the Most Outstadnmg Flag

award.

Julie Shmn, Melanie
Engbrock and Yvonne Sosa
received Most Improved

Flag awards.

“Melanie Eﬁ’éﬁrock

received a plaque for Most

Improved Flag overall.

Local musicians
break a record

By BEVERLY MILLER
News Staff Writer

Honors to the Dickinson
High School Band came in
record numbers Dec. 10 as
the greatest number of
bandsmen in the history of
Region 17 to qualify from
one school for District and
,Region Bands, qualified
from D.H.S. Dickinson had
six more District Ban-
dsmen than any other
school and 11 more Region
Bandsmen than its next
closest competitor.

Each school could enter
40 students in the com-
petition, and 39 DHS studen-
ts qualified for District
while 34 qualified for
Region. Of these, ten
qualified for Area Band,
which is the third level of
all-State Band tryouts.

Region Bandsmen will
participate in the Region
Clinic/Concert at Texas
City High School Jan. 13-14.
Area Bandsmen will com-
pete for All-State honors at
the University of Houston
Jan. 7.

" Area.Bandsmen are Patti
Spillane, piccolo; Renee
Dudley, flute; Jan Bryant,
flute; Lisa Kelly, bassoon;
Tom Wilson, clarinet;
David Owens, alto
saxophone; Jeff Wilson,
trumpet: Eric Seaholm

tuba; Pam Broman, per-
cussion; and Claire Borne,
percussion; and Leroy Bell,
baritone.

Already members of All-
State Orchestra are oboist
Mark Lear and tympanist
Beverly Thompson.

Region Bandsmen are:
Rhonda Scott, flute; Kelly
Brown, flute; Michele Bur-

nop, flute; Laura Mec-
Croskey, flute; Audra
Camp, bassoon; Stephanie
Reed, clarinet; Deaina
Berry, clarinet; Denise
Janik, clarinet; Marion

Keith, clarinet; Jennifer
Mallet, clarinet; Casey
Coleman, bass clarinet;
Larry ' Gregory, = alto
saxophone; Russell
Pulliam, baritone
saxophone; Richard Pina,
trumpet; Donna Bailey,
trumpet; Suzanne Rees,
trumpet; Ivan Yanasak,
French horn; Charles
Smith, trombone; David
Modlin, trombone; Juan
Trevino, trombone; and
Tommy Janik, baritone.

Qualifying for District
Band were Tracy Rotter,
clarinet; Buddy Quin, tenor
saxophone; Eric Slocumb,
French horn; Stephanie
Tackett, French horn; and
Tommy Fontaine, tuba.

The competition was held
at Willowridee High School.

s Don Owens and John Gossex

mamrironhi&s won throughout the year. Seere

| Music maker
Proud father and equally proud Di
High School Band Director Don O
shown with his son DHS senior David
one of two Texas students named last"
ge ad member of McDonald’s “All-Ar.
an ” :

Band continues
to perform

by Richard Scott

‘Band trohles
dxsplas%n_y DHS band’s

d ‘and .Gregory
recelved many -

Dick,

rating at UIL contest for -
IHe fifth consecutive year,
and alse won a first
division rating at the

Galena Park Band
Festival.
The Concert Band

received a first division
E@ at the UIL concert -
‘and sightreading contest,
and the cadet band

The Dickinson High School band has 'receiveda second division

finished its marching season.

ing competitions.

November 19 the freshmen band mem-
bers attended the Freshman Region
Tryouts at Lamar Rosenberg. On Dec-
ember 2 they attended the ninth grade

Region Rand Clinin

The band
is now performing concerts and attend-

rating at the contest.
--Members of the °

McAdams Junior High

Schoal Band received fifty-




Vanessa Wnlllams Mls Amenca 1984, directs two Texas All-American musicians, Hamp Brockman of Béeville | and David Owens of DHS.

by Dicki Lobit

David Owens is back from the “Big Ap-

”»

ple”.

He left on November 17 to-join all the
other members of the McDonald All
American Band in New York. The band
rehearsed 6-10 hours a day to get ready

for the Macy Day Parade to be-held on :

Thanksgiving Day.

While in New York, David got to visit
Macy’s, have his picture taken with Miss
America, and tour the famous ‘‘Skid-
row”,

David even ate at famous restaurants
like Mama Leone’s and stayed at the

New York Sheraton Hotel on 56th’

Street.

Besides eating ‘and: staying at fancy ho-
tels, -David, did - much more sightseeing
and' -the band. played at many places.
They appeared on the “Today Show”
in’ Rockefeller Center, they visited the
World Trade Center, and practiced
marching in the armory in New York.
They also saw a musical in Herbert
Theater.

" 'While in New York, four auditions
were held for the McDonald AIl Amer-
ican Stage Band. David was one of the
20 selected. “I was really surprised to
be one of the twenty to make the band
because everyone wanted to be in it. It
is really an honor,” David said.

The McDonald All American Stage
Band will make .appearances on the

“Merv  Griffin Show,” “Johnny Car-
son,” the “Jerry Lewis Telethon” in
Las Vegas and they will also play at the
Summer Olympics.

They spent Thanksgiving night in
Providence, Rhode Island,
played a concert in Devon Square.

On November 25-27, they stayed in
Boston at the Sheraton They toured
Boston and saw many historical sights
like the Boston Tea Party shxp and the
U. S. Constitution.

They also played a concert at Jordan
Hall which is the oldest and finest hall in
America at the New England Conser-
vatory of Music.

The last leg of David’s all-expense-
paid trip ended in Quincy, Massachusetts,

and they |

where they marched in the Quincy Pa-
rade. He left on November 28 to come
home.

The McDonald All American Band con-
sists of 105 people, two from each state,
two from District of Columbia, one from

| the Virgin Islands, and one from Puerto

Rico.

“It- was fun and exciting and the band
‘ is fantastic, but there was too much re-
| hearsing. 1 was really excited about
l making the Jazz Band. I evengot on the
| New York news,””David said.
\ However, there was one thing David
1 didn’t like about New York. “The
| people made fun of ‘my Texas accent, 7
l hesaid: .




This Spring the Dickinson High
School Bands participated in several
major musical competitions.

On Friday and Saturday, April 18 and
19, the Dickinson High School Concert
and Symphonic Bands participated in
the UIL Concert and Sightreading Con-
test at Angleton High School.

The Concert Band, under the direc-
tion of John Gossett, received straight
first division ratings in concert playing
and an excellent rating in sightreading.
The Symphonic Band, under the direc-
tion of Pon Owens, received straight
first diVision ratings in concert playing
and a
first division rating in sightreading.

For the sixthstraight year the Dick-
inson High School Band has won the
UIL Stveepstakes Award for first divi-
sion ratings in Marching, Concert Play-
ing, and Sightreading.

The Dickinson High School Sym-
phonic Band, under the direction of Don

DHS band

Due to outstanding recommendations
by nationally known adjudicators, the
Dickinson High School Symphonic
Band has been invited to participate in
the “Adjudicator’s National Invita-
tional Festival,” to be held at the John
E'. Kennedy Center for the Performing
Arts in Washington 'D.C. The band
¢arned this honor by winning out above
the Texas 5A Honor Band at the Six
Flags Over Texas Invitational Band
Festival for the last two consecutive
years.

The Dickinson High School Sym-
phonic Band was also one of two bands
from the State of Texas that was in-
vited by'the International Honor Musi-
cians Society to participate in the Tenth
Annual World Invitational High School

BAND
Sponsor: Don Owens

On October 25, the DHS:

band participated in <the
district | marching contest ‘at
Rhoads Stadium in Katy.

the band ranks as one of the
top two bands in class 4-A,
they will advance on to the
region marching contest at
Alamo Stadium on November
1 in San Antonio. if the
judges select the band as one
of the top two in class 4-A at

this contest, the band will
advance on to the state
marching contest at the

The Dickinson News, Wednesday, June 4, 1986, Page 9a

DHS band brings home trophies

Owens, participated in the Six Flags
Over Texas Invitational Band Festival
at Richardson High School in Dallas on
Saturday, May 3. The Band received a
rating of one, one, and one plus from
three judges. This is the highest rating
the Dickinson High School Symphonic
Band has ever received at this contest.
Out of 13 Class 5A bands that par-
ticipated in this contest, Dickinson
received the second runner-up trophy.

The band was accompanied on this
trip by the following 16 chaperones:
Margie Owens, Carol McCroskey,
Janice Lemmond, Carol Deslattes,
Dianna Mancuso, Jo Brunner, Maria
Hull, Olene Helms, Carolyn Janik, Don
Owens, John Gossett, Charles Greer,
Kenneth Deslattes, Larry Helms, Tom
Mancuso, and Norbert Janik.:

- On Saturday, May 10, 18 Dickinson
H.S. Band students participated in the
University of Houston Solo and Ensem-
ble Contest. The following students

receive first division on solos: flute -
Dawn Burns, oboe - Sarah Jones, bas-
soon - Nancy Genz, Bb clarinet - Steph-
anie Kirkland, Liana Seaholm, bass
clarinet - Dana Weigel, and trurnpet -
RobertBragg. Students who received
second division ratings on solos were:
Piccolo - Kim delaHoussaye and Lisa
McCroskey, Bb clarinet - Misty Martin,
alto saxophone - Ken Barber, trumpet

.- Jack Stutts, Baritone horn - Tommy
Janik and Gus Stoot, and piano - Misty .

Martin.

On Friday, May 23, Drum Major try-
outs were held on the DHS campus.
Selected, by a panel of judges, for
Drum Major of the 1986-87 Gator Mar-
ching Band will be Senior Susan
Spillane. Susan plays Bb clarinet and
is a consistant first division winner in
the solo and ensemble contest. Susan is
the third Spillane sister to be drum ma-
jor of the DHS Band. Debbie Spillane,
1980 and 1981, and Patti Spillane in 1984
also served the band.

° [} . e : )
receives invitaftion
Music Awards in Florida. Band direc- Betty Gupton, secretary; Robert and

tor Don Owens says that this invitation LeJean Griffith, treasurer; and Margie
came about from nationally known ad- Owens, uniform captain.

judicators as well as having twice won
the festival sponsored by Educational
Tour Consultants in Orlando, Florida.,
Dickinson High School Band Officers
this year are: Tammie Nolen, presi-
dent; Jay Neal, vice president; Kelly
Maxey, secretary; Rae Greer,
treasurer; Eric Slocumb and John
Maroul, equipment managers: and
Susan Spillane, drum major.
Dickinson High School Band Booster
Officers this year are: Frank aiid Anita
Bryant, president; Richard and Jan
Alexander, first vice president; Jack
and Nena Neal, second vice president;
Marilyn Spillane, third vi¢e president;

University of Texas'
Memorial Stadium in Austig
on November 10. @]
November 8, several
symphonic band  members
will participate in the region
orchestra tryout held at
Brazoswood High School.
This is the first level of
competition for participation
in. the all-state orchestra.
Individuals who - qualify  will
record for the ali-state
orchestra at this contest.

BAND

Sponsor: Don Owens

Due to outstanding
recommendations by many
nationally-known  adjudica-
tors, the Symphonic Band

has been invited to
participate in the
"Adjudicator's National
Invitational Festival",to
be held at the John F.
Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts in
Washington, D.C. The band
earned this honor by
winning out above the

Texas 5-A Honor Band at
the Six Flags over Texas
Invitational band festival
for the last two years.
The Symphonic Band was

also one of two bands
from the state of Texas
that was invited by the
International Honor  Musi-
cians Societyt o partic-
ipate in the Tenth Annual
World Invitational High
Sctppl Music Awards in

COLORGUARD =
Sponsor: Barbara Keiffer

: The Colorguard attended
summer camp. Shawndra
Aven was chosen the winner
of the Most Improved
Advanced Rifle award from
among 400 students. g

986-1987

Florida. Band director Don
Owens says that this
invitation came about
from nationally-known
adjudicators as well as
having twice won the
festival sponsored by
Educational Tour Consul-

tants in Orlando, Florida.
Band officers this year

are President Tammie
Nolen,Vice President Jay
Neal, Secretary Kelli
Maxcy, Treasurer Rae
Greer ,Equipment Mana-
gers Eric Slocumb and
John Maroul, and Drum
Major Susan Spillane.



Dickinson High School Band

is the best in Texas
Cheers for the DHS band

Marching Band in Texas 4-A, a result of winning the
marching band competition in Austin Monday night,

. T : Citizen photoby BcverlyMﬂler
Gwmg the htgh—stgn after coming home the Number One  Dickinson High School band members were still on a high

despite a 21-hour turnaround trip and winning the state’s
highest honar in their class.

DHS band scores top honors

By BEVERLY MILLER
Citizen Staff

DICKINSON — Heavy-lidded
and operating on adrenaline fumes,
the Dickinson High School
Marching Band returned to school
Monday morning bringing home the
“Numero Uno” designation from
Monday’s state competition in
Austin.

“We’re the number one 4-A band
in the state!” said a delighted Don
Owens, DHS band director. “I'm
proud. Definitely. And not one of the
~-155 band members was absent this
morning!”  he said-early Tuesday

after a 3:30 a.m. return to Dickinson.

A three-plus hour practice on
Sunday afternoon was the band’s
preparation for a 6:30 a.m. Monday
departure for the Austin competi-
tion. The band marched in the
semi-finals that afternoon, where the
Gatorswere named to the top five out
of 14 bands that had reached the
rarefied air of the preliminary com-
petition.

“And out of the top five, we came
out number one.” The band, Owens
says, raised its score by about 2.5
points between the prelims and the
finals because it studied its video-

tapes. He does not know how it did in

the prelims because the band was not
told, and names of the winning bands
in prelims were announced in
random order of the five going into
the finals. The scores, fromadifferent
set of judges, will be mailed to the
school.

“We were able to raise our scores
by watching the videotapes which I
hooked up to a car so they could see
themselves and listen to the cri-
ticisms. It’s like halftime for a foot-
ball team, when the coach gives the
team a chalktalk,” the exultant band
director says.

See HONORS, page 44
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ONGRATULATIONS:
To the Dickinson High School -
Band and all the Directors.on

mA The Galueston Baily News Thursday Morning, November 13, 1986
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inning the State Title in Austin;-
Nov. 11, 1986. You’re Number 1.

Our Opinion

Congratulations
to the Gator band

The Dickinson High School band is the number one
4A marching band in the state.

The band took the honor Monday night at the state |
competition in Austin. :

Sponsored by the University Interscholastic League,
the contest brings together bands from across the state
to compete on the marching field. ,

Judges look at each band’s precision, music and ar-
tistic quality — how entertaining the productionis.

Band members practice daily, usually several times
a day, to prepare for the contest. In fact, drills usually |
begin in mid-summer, with freshmen getting instruc-
tions on the basics.

Band directors must devise new routines each week,
combining music and design into an entertainment —
notaneasy job.

Each person on the marching field has to know just
what step to take while playing what note. ;

A single misstep can throw an entire line off, leading |
to a real mess on the marching field.

It took hard work and dedication for these students
and their band director to reach this honor.

We’re very proud of them all. — Richard Fogaley,
managing editor

By ARLENE BATTISTA

- pus Christi, Orange, Fort Worth and Dallas. The state champion

. In 1980 the DHS Marching Band placed fifth in class 5A com- |
_ year the University Interscholastic League changed the school :

From the Parents & Family (.’f*@
‘ __Kim Davis 2

News Staff Writer A _
DICKINSON — Gator football spectators didn’t know it through
the season, but during halftime ceremonies they were entertained

by the best 4A marching band in thestate.

The band endured four elimination processes before winning the

title as State Champion 4A Marching Band on Monday night, said
John Gossett, Dickinson High School (DHS) assistant band direc-
tor.
- The DHS marching band was one of two teams to win the
district contest; one of four districts to win in the regional con-
test; and one of two regional winners to advance to state competi-
tion, Gossettsaid.

The state finals were held Monday night in Austin, he said. The
band was one of five semifinalists, along with schools from Cor-

was announced at about 10 p.m., at the conclusion of Class 5A
competition. :

“We kind of knew we were this good,” Gossett said after som
thought. ‘“We were really expecting to make it in the top three ...
buthere we are, state champs.” 2

The band is comprised of 155 students, ineluding flags, rifles
and percussion, Gossett said. Tuesday’s school day included sev- |
eral “tired but very proud” students, as the band members didn’t |
arrive homeuntil 3:30a.m., hesaid. :

petition, and in 1981 it won a competition placement, he said. This

from 5A to 4A. ,




Proclamation

Mayor Joe Molloy proclaimed December 5 as Band Day in
celebration of the Dickinson High School Marching Band being
named the Number One Marching Band in the state. Pictured .
_is Mayor Molloy presenting the proclamation to Dickinson ngh !
School Band Director Don Owens

Award Winners
iK elly Maxcy, left, and Rae Green, right are showing off a 1
B3 cent award the Dickinson High School Band won April 3 a
‘f 4 at the Southwest Band Festival. The band also won honors
the University Interscholastic League competition April 10. S
related story.




A Championship

By Patrick Phipps

it must be something in the
water. DHS has had quite a
few winners this year. On
December 13 of last year,
40 DHS band students
competed in  district . and
region band tryouts at
Willowridge HS. Thirty-one
of those Dickinson students
made the district band.

Eighteen woodwinds made
the district band. They are
Lisa McCroskey on piccolo,
Kelly Maxey, Jennifer
Smith, Dawn Burns and Ben
Martinez on flute; Sarah
Jones on oboe, Nancy Genz on
bassoon, Stephanie Kirkland,

Kyle Gupton, Alayne Kulvicki-

and Genevieve Galvan on
clarinet; .Lyn Holley and Rae
Greer on alto clarinet;
Tammie Nolen and Dana
Wiegel on bass clarinet,
Kathy Clock on alto
saxophone; Jay Neal on tenor
saxophone, and John Maroul
on Baritone saxophone.

Eight brass players passed
on to district band. They are
Deron Fuller, Cindy Tucker
and Eric Slocumb on French
horn; Paul Carmona and Mike
Cummings on trombone;
Tommy Mancuso on baritone;
and Barney Funk and Mike
Finnontuba. ‘

_Nathan

T Season

Four perCussionists made
the district band. They are
Yamasak and Joe
Reynolds on percussion |
Eric Curtis on percussion II;
and Mike Hull on timpani.

Twenty-four DHS students
met the standards to play in
the region band clinic. ~They

are Lisa McCroskey,
Kathleen Peuton, Kelly
Maxey, Jennifer Smith,

Dawn Burns, Sarah Jones,
Nancy Genz, Stephanie
Kirkland, Kyle Gupton,
Alayne Kulvicki, Lyn Holley,
Rae Greer, Tammie Nolen,
Dana Weigel, Kathy Clock,
Eric Slocumb, Paul Carmona,

Tommy  Mancuso, ° Barney
Funk, Mike Finn, Nathan
Yamasak, Joe Reynolds, Erin
Curtis, and Mike Hull. Those
students attended -a clinic and
performed for an audience
following the clinic. The
clinic was held at Angleton
H.S. onJanuary 17.

Ten of these students
advanced to area band
competition at Stephen F.
Austin University in
Nacogdoches on January 10.
They are Lisa McCroskey,

Kathleen Penton, Stephanie
Kirland, Alayne Kulvicki,
Tammie Nolen, Eric Slocumb,
Tommy Mancuso, Barney

Funkn, Joe Reynolds and Mike
Hull.

From area try-outs, these
students competed - for all-
state band. Four of these ten
were elgible for the band.
Three of the four won first
chair  positions. The four
students are Alayne Kulvicki-
tenth chair, Tammie Nolen,
Eric  Slocumb and Barney
Funk-first  chair. These
students will perform at the
Texas Music Educators
Association in San Antonio on
February 12, 13, 14, and
15,

Each of these students
receives three selections of
music early in the school
year. They practice until
they feel they are as good as
they can be. At the contest,
they play for judges who are
hidden behind a sheet or
curtain to provide for total
anonymity. They advance at
the judges' discretion. Every
student knows that
determination, skill and hard
work are the keys to success
in these competitions.  Those
students who advance to

higher levels of competition
are considered the top one
statewide of

percent
musicians.

o



High School monument
Band officers Kelly Maxcy and Lisa McCroskey attend the

| ceremony celebrating the new inscription honoring the band on
Dickinson High’s school monument. See related story.




Dickinson +

igh band earns

2nd place trophy at state

BySCOTTREEDER
The Daily News

DICKINSON — The Dickinson
High School Band marched away
from state competition in Austin
Monday night ranked second in
Texas.

“They were really excellent;
they played better than they ever

ve before — they were great,”

d DHS band director Don

=z

Owens.

A marching band from Allen,
Texas, placed first in the state 4A
marching band competition.

‘“The Kkids were great, they
worked harder for this than any
other group of kids I have taught
in my 16 years of teaching,”
Owens said.. “The kids cried and
the parents cried when we didn’t

winstate.

“We tried to console the kids by
telling them that there are at least
150 other 4A bands in the state
that wished they were where in
their shoes ... but they were still
upset — they were upset because
they have pride,”’ Owens said.

“It is one of the finest groups of
kids I have ever had taught,” he
said. ‘“The community support
was excellent also — we had 300 to
400 peoplein the stands,”

‘“We had more people there than
many 5A schools that were com-
peting,” Owens said. He added
that this was the third consecutive
year Dickinson placed among the

top five bands. : ;

“We have a national reputation
and people expect a lot out of us,”
Owens said. He added that he was
quite proud of his students’ per-
formance. ‘“‘They have never per-
formed this well before,’’ he said.

Santa Fe High School also com-
peted in the state competition but
was not among the final five. San-
ta Fe Band Director Boyd Rowden
commended the Dickinson group.

“Dickinson did a super job,”’ he
said, and praised his band as well.
“Being one of the top 14 bands in
thestateisn’tallthatbad.”

Rowden noted that Santa Fe
was the smallest band in the com-
petition with about 50 fewer stu-
dents than the other schools.

| bands have won district and

Thé Dickinson and Santa Fe

regional competitions.

During the next week,
Owens said, his band will con-
centrate on improving 'the
show that has gotten them this
far.

“We’re working for greater
perfection,”” he said. ‘“The

name of the game is perfec-
S

Rowden said ‘the” Santa’ Fe'
band will be ‘“‘practicing and
hoping to improve on the
mistakes wemade today.”’

The Dickinson High School
marching band is made up of
141 students, while the Santa
Fe band has nearly 100 mem-
bers.

Owens said both bands will
compete Monday, Nov. 7, at
Westlake Stadium in Austin.

Dickinson High School
Band Banquet
1988 -

1989
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wins contest honors

DICKINSON — The Dickinson
High School Marching Band re-
ceived a first division rating from
all three judges at the District 17
University Interscholastic League
Marching Contest Oct. 28 in Katy.

As a result, the band was select-
ed as one of two bands to advance
to the regional marching contest.

The Gator Band also was one of
seven bands in a field of 18 to re-
ceive a first division rating in the
Marching Bands of America South-
west Regional Contest Oct. 28 at
the University of Houston. At that
competition, the band received the
Class AA Highest. Achievement
Award in Best Visual Performance
— one 10 bands out of 18 advancing
to finals competition — and was
chosen the Contest Outstanding
Class AA Band.

The Gator Band will compete at

*11:45 a.m. today at the UIL Re-

gional Marching Contest at the Cy-
press-Fairbanks Stadium in north-
west Houston. At the regional con-
test, two bands will be chosen to
advance to the Class 4A UIL State
Marching Contest to be held in
Austm Nov. 13,

§d TR SR

Dickinson HS band

Each year since 1986, the Gator
Band has advanced to the UIL
State Marching Contest. At this |
contest they have placed fourth, |
second and first. In 1988, the band |
entered the Marching Bands of
America Southwest Regionals for
the first time and placed fourth in
the finals competition.

The Gator Band was also
named the 1986-87 Texas Class 4A
Honor Band. Over the years the
band has won “Best in Class” at
Six Flags Over Magic Mountain in
Los Angeles, Six Flags Over Texas
in Arlington, Six Flags Over Great-
er America in Chicago, Six Flags
Over Georgia in Atlanta, Three
Worlds of Fun in Orlando, and
Grand Sweepstakes winner at the
Southwest Mus1c Festival in Gal-
veston.

On Oct. 21 the Gator Band, un-
der the direction of Don Owens,
participated in the La Marque Ro-
tary Marching Festival, receiving
first division honors in marching.
The percussion section was also
named the contest’s “Outstanding

Drum Lme o
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For the fourth consecutive year, the Dickinson High School Gator Marching Band will march in the state
University Interscholastic League Marching Contest. Dickinson received the honor by placing firstin Class AAAA
in the Regional Contest Nov. 4 in Houston.

The Gator Band is one of 16 Class AAAA bands from across Texas to compete in the state contest on
Monday, Nov. 13 in Austin. The band will perform in the preliminaries at approximately 2:30 p.m. Monday at
Burger Stadium. If the group is one of five selected to compete in the finals, the band will march for the
championship between 7 and 8:15 p.m. Monday at Memorial Stadium on the University of Texas campus. The
contest's 15 judges expect to name the top AAAA band in the state at about 9:45 p.m. Monday.

"With good rehearsals this week, we should be competitive on the state level,” Band Director Don Owens
said. "We are very excited about the opportunity to play in the state contest. It's a tribute to the hard work of our
students, parents and staff members."

A large contingent of DISD parents and siblings of band members will make the trip to Austin for the
competition. The band will travel by bus departing at 8 a.m. Monday. If the Gator Band advances to the finals,
students will be excused from school on Tuesday. ’

Other AAAA bands in the state contest are: Corpus Christi Calallen, Santa Fe, New Braunfels, Cleburne,
Mount Pleasant, Monahans, Little Cypress-Mauriceville, Leander, Allen, Gregory Portland, Crowley, Port
Neches-Groves and Andrews.

Maching Band |
For the fourth consecutive year,
the Dickinson High School Gator
Marching Band will march in the
state  University Interscholastic
League Marching Contest. Dickin-
son received the honor by placing
first in Class AAAA in the Regional

- Contest Nov. 4 in Houston.

The Gator Band is one of 16 Class
AAAA bands from across Texas to
compete in the state contst on Mon-
day, Nov. 13 in Austin. The band
will perform in the preliminaries at
approximately 2:30 p.m. Monday at

urger Stadium. If the group is one

f five selected to compete in the
inals, the band will march for the
championship between 7 and 8:15
p.m. Monday at'Memorial Stadium
on the University of Texas campus.
The contest’s 15 judges expect to
name the top AAAA band in the
state at about 9:15 p.m, Monday.

“With good rehearsals this week,
we should be competitve on the state
level,”” Band Director Don Owens
said. ‘‘We are very excited about the
opportunity to play in the state con-
test. It’s a tribute to the hard work
of our students, parents and staff
members.’’

A large contingent of DISD
‘parents and siblings of band
members will make the trip to Austin
for the competition. The band will
travel by bus departing at 8 a.m.
Monday. If the Gator Band advances
to the finals, students will be excus-
ed from school on Tuesday.

Other AAAA bands in the state
contest are: Corpus Christi Calallen,
Santa Fe, New Braunfels, Cleburne,
Mount Pleasant, Monahans, Little
Cypress-Mauriceville, Leander,

Dickinson band
~sacks state 4A
marching toga

Forgive ’em for popping their buttons at
Dickinson High School. They earned the
right to strut with chest out, chin high by
capturing the coveted Class 4A State Mar-
ching Band Championship at Austin
eliminations. It was the second state cham-
pionship for the fighting Dickinson Gator

Marching Band, the other brass ring coming

\in 1986.

I expected this group
to do great things,
because this group has
some of the most won-
derful attitudes I’ve
ever worked with,”’ said

Dickinson Band Director
Don Owens.
Owens also had high

praise for assistant band
directors Wade Mec-
Donald, Cheryl Eby,
John Gossett, Drum
Major Linda Spillane,
color guard coordinator
Barbara Keiffer and per-
cussion line assistants

Dean Beltram from La
Marque and Greg Dick
from League City.
Dickinson has' com-
peted in the Class 4A

state championship every
year since 1986.
Last Monday in

Austin, the band per-
formed a show that was
developed -throughout |
the football season. The
performance was corps
style, incorporating
pageantry with military
styles including a color

- guard with flags, rifles,

accent designs, marching'
patterns and music.

Last year, Dickinson
was edged by Allen High

This year, the Gator
Band dropped the two-
time Allen defending
champs from Collin
County into the run-
nerup spot.

| MED/ICINE —
AN, IVC. B

PHARMACY

~CONGRATS
D HSGATOR BAND




CONGRATULATIONS TO DICKINSON HIGH SCHOOL
STATE CHAMPIONS .

What a wonderful surprise to learn that our Local
High-school Band Jjust won the State Championship. ]
would like to extend to everyone on the band, and espe
cially to. Holy Trinity's band members our congratula
tions on behalf of the whole Church. Good Work every

Faithfully, in Christ
Father Jim.

SATISFACTION--Director Don Owens, left, and
assistant director John Gossett sport grins of
satisfaction after their 1989 Dickinson High School
Marching Band captured the Class 4-A state cham-
pionship at Austin.




Good News from the Dickinson lhdébéndéhf School Disfricf
Band students add to impressive list of achievements

What do you do for an encore when you've just won the state championship of marching? In the case of
Dickinson High School band students, you follow up by winning 30 chairs in All-District band, 26 in All-Region
Band, eight in All-Area Band, three in All-State estra and five in All-State Band.

That's what the DHS band program had accomplished by the end of the first semester in January, according to
Director Don Owens. Dickinson High and Brazoswood High tied for the highest number of students in All-State
Band and All-State Orchestra of the 23 schools in the region. What is more amazing is that Brazoswood High
School has almost twice as many students as Dickinson High School.

"Our kids create their own success," said Owens. "They are a highly motivated and talented group of
students.”

Band students who won individual honors this year include Freshman Region members Nancy Blasberg,
Jill Farris, Karen Feagins, Adrian Jakubus, Jennifer Lairscey, Robert Pendergast, Marcus
Trevino and Chris Tyson. Region Orchestra members are: Emily Clock, Kerri Davis, Bryce Denney,
Jeff McCollum, Kim Nolen, Susan Palmer, Marcail Rennie, Ginny Reynolds, Joe Reynolds
and Marva Woods. All-Region Band members are: Nancy Blasberg, Emily Clock, Kerri Davis, Kim
Davis, Bryce Denney, Amy Ellis, Kim Gonzalez, Jennifer Groves, John Halstead, April
Henderson, Jeff McCollum, Lisa Mosqueda, Kim Nolen, Erick Oka, Susan Palmer, Cassandra
Peoples, Susan Reed, Marcail Rennie, Ginny Reynolds, Joe Reynolds, Vanessa Robertson,
Louisa Rogers, Linda Spillane, Melissa Williams, Spencer Williams and Marva Woods.

"All-Area members are: Kerri Davis, Jennifer Groves, John Halstead, Lisa Mosqueda, Kim
Nolen, Susan Reed, Marcail Rennie and Ginny Reynolds. All-State Orchestra members are: Bryce
Denney, Joe Reynolds and Linda Spillane. All-State Band members are: Kerri Davis, John Halstead,
Lisa Mosqueda, Kim Nolen and Ginny Reynolds.




The Dickinson High School
Marching Band successfully
defended its state Class 4A
marching championship on
Monday at University of Texas
Memorial Stadium in Austin.

The Gator Band marched at
2:45 p.m. Monday along with 13
other state qualifiers.
Dickinson was among five
bands chosen to march in the
finals Monday night.

For 150 band members and
their parents, the second
consecutive state championship
made every minute of hard
work from August to this week
worth it all. More than 100
Dickinson Band Booster Club
members, teachers,
administrators, students and
fans made the trip to Austin
Monday to see the band take it
all again.

Band members have
practiced before school, often
starting at 6 a.m., since before
the first day of classes. They
also have practiced at night
after school as' the band
qualified to advance to
regionals and, later, state.
Gator Band members kept up a
demanding practice and
performance schedule all the
while excelling in their classes
and with their homework.

With its latest victory, the

Gator Band Retains

Cbammons

Gator Band has won the state
marching championship three
of the last five years (1986,
1989, 1990). The band has
finished in the top four of the
state every year since the

University Interscholastic
League began the state
marching contest.

The band and color guard
are led this year by drum

. DISD motto,

majors Molly Dale, Christian
Salvato and Melissa Williams.
Head band director is Don
Owens; assistant band director
is John Gossett. McAdams Junior
High School Band Director is
Wade McDonald; Dunbar
Middle School Band Director is
Cheryl Eby.

Dickinson residents have a
lot to brag about this fall: a
state champion marching band
and the District 24-4A Tri-
Championship football team.
The students, parents, teachers,
coaches and directors made it
all possible because of their
hard work and belief in the
"Success Starts
With Me." The next time you
see one of these hard-working
folks, tell them thanks!




Class AAAA

Time School Director(s)

10:00 Taylor J.D. Janda, Melissa Batchelor
10:15  Friendswood Robert MacWilliams
10:30 Santa Fe Boyd Rowden/Steve Shields
10:45 LaMarque Denis Kidwell
11:00 Dickinson Don Owens, John Gossett
11:15  Brazosport George Mitchell/derry Crummel

| 11:30  LUNCH '

STATE
CHAMPSHY
[ mPoCY |
BN S

Band Will fend tate::

The Dickinson High School
Gator Marching Band will try
to make it three in a row when
they defend their state
marching championship
Monday in Austin. The band
advanced to state after
finishing with all five first-
place votes in the Area F
Contest Nov. 2 in Houston.

Dickinson and Santa Fe,
the other Houston-area Class

Marching Contest
October 26, 1991
Rhodes Stadium
Katy, Texas

4A band advancing to state,
will compete against 12 other
4A bands from across Texas in
the preliminary contest at 11
a.m. Monday at Nelson Field in
Austin. The top five bands will
advance to the state finals at
8:35 p.m. Monday in Memorial
Stadium on the campus of the
University of Texas at Austin.
This marks the sixth

- consecutive year the Dickinson

Region 17

U.LL.

band has advanced to state,
said Director of Music Don
Owens. The band won the state
championship in 1986, 1989 and
1990, and finished fourth in
1987 and second in 1988.

A contingent of several
hundred Dickinson ISD
supporters will make the trip
to Austin to support the band

Owens said. Nelson Field is

located near the intersection of

U.S. 290 and Berkman Drive i
northeast Austin. On 29(, tur
north onto Berkman Drive an
follow on Berkman t) tt
stadium entrance, which
across the street from Rcaga
High School. :

Memorial Stadium
located on the UT campus an
can be reached by taking ar
UT exit on Interstate 35.
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Dldunson High School “Gator Marching
drum majors Ali Curtis, left, Spencer Williams band cor

!

and Ginny Reynolds show off trophies after '&ectedbyﬂun()vtens

Gators
win 3rd
in row

The Dickinson High School Gato
Marching Band won its thir
consecutive Class 4A State Marchin,
Championship Monday night i
Austin. The 170-member banq

- received the highest number of point

of the five finalists from a panel of 1
judges.

The band, under direction of Dor
Owens, advanced to the state contes

. by finishing first in the Area I
- competition Nov. 2 in Houston

Fourteen Class 4A bands marched ir
the preliminaries of the state contes
Monday in Austin, including
Houston-area schools New Caney
Dickinson, Santa Fe and Por
Neches- Groves Dickinson was the
only Houston-area school picked tc
compete in the finals Monday night z
Memorial Stadium on the University
of Texas campus.

Monday night’s final round was
held before a crowd of over 20,000.
More than 300 Dickinson fans and
supporters made the trip to Austin.
After the Gator band was proclaimed
the winner, the fans and band
members flooded the astroturf floor of
Memorial Stadium to celebrate until
the lights were turned off. The band
returned to Dickinson in the early

“morning hours on Tuesday.

I

v {

Dickinson High School
Band

Recent Accomplishments

First place, State Marchin;
Contest: 1986, 1989, 199(C
9191; Fourth place, 4A State
Marching Contest: 1987; Secon:
place, 4 ¢
Championship 1988; Texas;

Contest 1990; Best of Class
Cavalcade of Music Concer
Contest, Colorado Springs
1991;; Outstanding 4A Band
LaMarque Rotary Marching

Contest Jg;'l; 14 All-Sta
musicians in past two school
years; Director Don Owens ont
of 10 recipients of UIL Denius
Award for outstandin
contributions to UIL 1991.
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HOUSTON % TEXAS

RALLY‘

DHS Band

The Dickinson High School
Band will perform for the
Republican National Convention
from 6 to 7 p.m., Thursday, Aug.
20 at the Astrodome, announced
Band Director Don Owens.

The band was among 2 handful
of Houston-area musical
orgamizations imvited by
Coavention Executive Producer
David Nash 1o perform at the
convention. Oweas said about 106

to pertorm

The invitation' caps off a
summer of honors for the DISD
music program. The McAdams
Junior High School Band captured
third place in the state junior high

division honor band competition.

Band Director Wade McDonald
entered the competition by
submitting concert contest
recordings to the state judges.

Owens recently was selected 10
adjudicate the S5A  honor band
contest July 26 in San Antonio, as
well as the state marching band
contest Nov. 9, in Auastin. The
DHS band will not be eligible 1o
compeie in this year's contest
hecanse 4A finals are beld on odd-
sumber years oaly.

—
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The Dickinson High School Band will perform for the republican National Convention from 6 to
7 p.m., Thursday, Aug. 20 at the Astrodome, under the direction of Band Director Don Owens.

The band was among a handful of Houston-area musical organizations invited by Convention
Executive Producer David Nash to perform at the convention. Owens said about 100 members of the

band will play for conventioneers as they enter the Astrodome.

STON

T

w
o
¥

Members of the Dickinson High School The are o at
band and drill team rehearse during a the Republican National Convention in ©
recent early morning session at the school. Houston.

Band preps for Grand Old Party time

By SCOTT FITZGERALD rity numbers to security personnel, who also
The Daily News will inspect all musical instruments. Each
DICKINSON — Grand Old Party mem- al detect:ﬁ:t. b ety

bers will march to the tunes of the Dickinson PR : . =
Sk Siheol baind, which will petioia a1, d““s is a high-security type deal,” Owens

12:}(1)? Republican National Convention Aug. Brscidont B ush O d_ S skt
“The kids are really looking forward to party’s A the evening the band
it ” said band director Don Owens, who js Performs, he said. .
beginning his 20th year of band instruction. Band membe}‘s have .be:en invited to the
“We've got a 50 percent chance of seeing Ast_roHall to view nexhlblts and eat after
the president. Even if we don’t, we should their hour-long performance,
see some important dignataries anyway.” About 100 of the band’s 150 members
The Gator band is one of six in the area have been selected to perform. They will
that have been invited to perform at the Play pieces by John Philip Sousa, Owens
convention. The performance will be from 6 said.
p.m. to 7 p.m. Aug. 20 at the Astrodome. Getting selected to perform at the Repub-
Besides getting a firsthand glimpse at a” lican National Convention adds to the band’s
political convention, band members are get- long list of accomplishments. The band has
ting a lesson in national security. They have captured top honors in state marching band
had to submit their names and Social Secu- competition four times since 1985. ;




HOME OF THE
AWESOME GATOR BAND |
THE BEST IN TEXAS '
89 90 9i

DISD band awards

DICK]NS@N — Although the
reigning C];ass 4A state champion
Dickinson High School Gator,
Marching Band will not be able to
defend its title this year, the band is
accumulating other awards in area
contests this fall.

The band will not get a chance to
return to Austin this month, since -
the Univer‘Sity Interscholastic
League moved state 4A marching
contests to odd numbered years
only.

The band left the Bands of Amer-
ica Southweést Regional contest at
Rice Stadium in October with its
best finish ever in that prestigious

‘ LA Il
event. The band was the only Class
AA group to advance to the finals
against AAA schools
such as Klein and Westfield. The
DHS band finished sixth outof 24 |
bands overall and won the High
Music and High Visual Awards and '
Class Champions in Class AA.

The band captured all First Divi-
sion ratings at the UIL stuict con- |
test on Oct. 24 in Katy.

The band will enter its last
marching contest of the season‘ Nov.

7 at Sam Houston State Univex‘snty‘,
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DHS band win streak continues

Although they didn’t get a shot at de-
fending their state championship,. the
members of the Dickinson High School
Gator Marching Band racked up an impres-
sive array of honors in individual and group
competition this fall. The University Inter-
scholastic League (UIL) changed the format
for state marching contests, moving class
4A finals to odd-numbered years only, thus
denying the DHS band the opportunity to
repeat as champs.

The Gator Band nonetheless received
straight First Divisions from the judges in
the UIL District Marching Contest in No-
vember. In lieu of going to state, the band
competed in two marching contests it usu-
ally does not attend.

The band achieved a Division I rating,
Oustanding Class AA Band, and three high
achievement citations at the Bands of
Americacontest in Rice Stadium. The Gator
band was the only Class AA bandtoadvance
tothefinals againstlarger divisions, finishing
sixth out of 24.

At the Sam Houston State University
Marching Festival, the Dickinson marchers
finished second out of 31 bands. DHS
competed in the largest division against
schools twice its size, remarked Director of
Music Don Owens.

The band also made its traditional ap-
pearance at the LaMarque Rotary Club
Marching Festival, receiving a Division 1
rating, Outstanding Percussion Line and
Outstanding Class 4A Band.

In individual competition, 13 Dickin-
son High School band students were named
to the Region 17 All-Area Band in recent
tryouts, while 26 students made the All-

' Competingay/ainst SA &

to three times the enrollm Dickinson .
High School, the Gator b three |
more students in All-Region than its closest
competitors, Fort Bend Clements and

Pearland high schools. Dickinson High
School placed a greater number of students
than any other school in Region 17 in each
of the band categories.

Following are the DHS band students
who made honor bands uhis fall. All-State
tryouts are Jan. 9.

All-Area, AII-R@MW&HM!
Band: Jonathon Anderson, Robert Baker,
ChadBelanger, Matt Carmona, Erin Denney,
Karen Feagins, Jason Hillman, Adrian
Jakubas, Lee Ann Janik, Kim Nolen, Elsa
Rennie, Brenden Steber, and Christie Watt.

All-Region and All-District Band:
Nancy Blasberg, John Burrescia, Yvete
Carbajal, Darren Carney, Jenni Carter, David
Funk, Zoc Funk, Jennifer Harms, Kaaren
Harstad, Aimee Heidt, Jennifer Lamm, Lisa
Monford, Robea‘t Pendergast md Michelle
Ross.

pete {o be chosen as members of
iwo ali-state orchestras

- apd two all-state bands.

“Omne out of every 400 students

© who fry for the staie level band

and orchesira will make it,” Ow-
ens said. “Last year, eight of our
members made it. That’s pretty |
incredible for a band of 161 stu-
dents.”

The 12 members named to the
Region 17 All-Area Band are: Jon-
athan Anderson, Robert Baker,
Chad Belanger, Matt Carmona,

Erin Denney, Karen Feagins,
Adrian Jakubas, Lee ‘Ann Janik,
Kim Nolen, Elsa Rennie, Brenden
Steber and Christie Watt

Anderson, Baker and Rennie are
freshmen.

“It’s really exciting to know that
they have three more years to
compete,” Owens said.

All-region and all-district band
members include: Nancy Blas-
berg, John Burrescia, Yvette Car-
bajal, Darren Carney, Jenni
Carter, David Funk, Zoe Funk,
Jennifer Harms, Karen Harstad,
Aimee Heidt, Jennifer Lamm,
Lisa Monford, Robert Pendergast
and Michelle Ross.

All-district band members are:

All-District Band: Jm nmwnu. Jm
Farris, Lestie Gerdes, Jeremy G
Gunn, Jennifer Hartenberger
vanJobnsm,mgihaemiﬂf ki Knaal.uke.
Jason Moss, Crystal Neesmith, Jamie
Richards anqum est Sparks,

All-Region Orchestra; Chad Belanger,
Jennie Carter, Leslie Gbrdm. Kagren
Harstad, Adrian Jakubas, Kim Nolen and

Brcndm eber,
hman Al mlgtnn Qrcmm'
Ithoff, Jonathon A

on,
Kamn ﬂmmd. Philicia J

Jason Browne, Jill Farris, Leslie

Gerdes, Jeremv Gernand, Kim
Gunn, Jennife: dartenberger, Trey
Janak, Van Johnson, Michael Kul-
vicki, Katie Luke, Jason Moss, Crys-
tal Neesmith, Jamie Rlchards and

‘Ernest Sparks.

All-region orchestra members in-
clude: Chad Belanger, Jennie
Carter, Leslie Gerdes, Kaaren Har-
stad, Adrian Jakubas Kim Nolen
and Brenden Stever.

Freshman all-region band mem-
bers include: Heather Althoff, Jon-
athan Anderson, Robert Baker Tif-
fany Braselton, Jennifer Harms
Kaaren Harstad Philicia Jackson,

Band.

Region Band and 41 made lho All-District

12 chkmson band
members compete
for All-State Band

BARCEL VS GEPRART
Lm

4 depen baad members repre-
seatipy Dickimson High Sehool are
ommpeting ai sisie level for
giares iz the Texas All-Siate Band
=i Orcbestra afler baving been
selerted to the Region 17 All Area
Band

TN T S B R Wil arhnnl

sizie are divided into 22 regions.
“We are really prond of DHS
band members, since they were
mm other schools in
Regm 7 with 3,000 to 3500 stu-
dents in their stadent body,” band
director Don Owens said “This
year's band ensemble is great be-
cause i is compesed of team plav-

Jehnmmdmnnonnh. o

n'; Vﬁb Van Johnson and Elsa Rennie.
The Dickinson .
o band ranked third
“The Dickinson band scored thira  Nighest on the
the number of students
e . amwmbor of students
Owens, who has been involved Who reached the all-
with DHS band for more than 20
years, has seen students advance S{a{€ levels.

to the state levels for approxi-
mately 15 years.

“We have had outstanding bands’

consistently year after year, and
that can really put the pressure on
the members to continue the tra-
dition,” Owens said. “I believe that
the strongest ensemble is only as
strong as each musician is in the
group, and like a chain with each

link being important, so are the.

separate members that make up
our band. This feeling carries over
to our fall marching season, which
is the visible way for others to see
how good our group is.”

At the state level, students com-

ONLKY FIVE MORE HOURS
UNTH, THES UNLOCK THE
SCHOOL. AND T CAN GET
IN THERE AND STA
REH RbINCv NA RIAL




A Dickinson High School trumpet player is sil- .
houetted as the band practices recently. Band competition at Rice University. (Photo by Kevin
members have been rehearsing into the

Quick Look

W Bands of America Mar-
ching Band Festival

B Saturday, Rice Stadium
B Preliminary competition
8am.-5p.m.

B DHS expected to take

field around 12:30 p.m.
B Top 10 bands start final

competition at 7:45 p.m.

Bartram)

evening as they prepare for-this weekend's

Blasting the competition

Dickinson High band hopes to march into record book

By ROBERT HOUGH
The Daily News

Dick-

It will be business as usual inson and other 4A schools
Nov. 8 when the Dickinson compete in odd-numbered

High School Marching Gators
compete in Austin for the
University Interscholastic
League State 4A marching
band championship.

It will not be business as
usual if they don’t win.

Hundreds of high school
bands and athletic teams
crave a shot at a state title,
but the Marching Gators
have worn the crown after
the last three state competi-
tions. ;

The Gators will have a
tuneup performance Satur-
day in Houston at the Bands
of America Marching Band
Festival.

- After that, band director
'Don Owens will lead 158 stu-
dents onto the field to defend
the title they earned in 1991.
That was the first year of a
rule change that set competi-
tion for larger, 5A schools on
even-numbered years.

years.

If the Gators win, theyll

become only the second band
in the 14-year history of the
competition to win four years
in a row, said Phyllis Broz,
UIL music secretary.

Tens of thousands of peo-
ple will be watching, but

that’s not a problem for the
band members, said Zoe

Funk, one of three drum
majors.
The 17-year-old senior is an

old hand at winning state
titles. She played in the 1990

and ’91 bands.

Band members apply that

attitude to their academic
work, said Ron Alhorn, Dick-
inson High School principal.
“The class the kids have on
the marching field carries
right on into the classroom,”
he said. “The kids in the band
generally make extremely
good grades.” :
Although Dickinson is, as
Owens said, a small bedroom
community without the prop-
erty or personal wealth of
Clear Creek or Plano, the
band can handle the best.
“It’s an expectation of the
program,” he said. “There is a
desire. We want to be on top.
If you don’t have the desire
1o be number one, you're not

“It’s pretty amazing, sort of
breathtaking” Funk said.
“You see the whole crowd and
it makes you a little nervous,
but everyone wants it so bad,
that we settle down. Every-
body’s focused on doing their
best.”

going to get there. If you do
have the desire, you still
might not get there. It's our
responsibility as a staff to sell
the kids on the idea that it's
worth it.”

The desire is by no means,
excessive, Funk said.

“Nobody gets too siressed
out,” she said. “We all enjoy
being in the band and want to
do real well, but I dont think
people go overboard about it.”
- That desire to do well is
such that Owens, a 21-year
Dickinson school district vet-
eran, is able to teach chal-
lenging songs.

“The band will take the
field playing a fanfare and
they’ll play four movements,”
he said. “Theyll play “Sym-
phonic Metamorphosis” by
Paul Hindemith. It’s real
‘high-brow. It's 20th century
mufic, but it’s very deep-root-

' ed.

Qwens said his students
enjoy and appreciate the eso-

teric tunes.

~ “Our kids love it,” he said.
“They absolutely love it. You
could work on it for 100 years
and never get tired of it, as

" opposed to pop music ,which

is here today and gone tomor-
row.”

Funk agreed that she and
the rest of the band enjoy
playing the music.

“It’s some of the best music
we've had in a few years,” she
said. “It gives you goose
bumps when everybody gets
it right.”
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Dickinson Higﬂh
narches to 4th
straight UIL title

y NEIL ORMAN
he Daily News

Tens of thousands of people
ratched the Dickinson High School
farching Gators dominate the com-
etition Monday night to win its
surth straight state 4A band title at
femorial Stadium in Austin.

The Gators have won five state Uni-
ersity Interscholastic League crowns
—1in 1986, 1989, 1990, 1991 and now
993 — triumphing over hundreds
f Texas high school bands.

z DICKINSON

Dickinson did not compete last year
secause of a 1991 rule change that set
sompetition for 4A schools in odd-
mumbered years.

By winning again, the Gators
secame only the second band in the
14-year history of the UIL competi-
tion to win four consecutive champi-
omships.

Dickinson band director Don
Dwens, a 21-year Dickinson school
district veteran, said the band’s con-
tinued success was due to long-range
planning.

“You have to pick musical pieces
with a high level of difficulty, in music
and marching, that peak on the last
day of competition,” Owens said.

This year, the 158-member band

Band seizes UIL

s s s S OB b5 VLS

The Dickinson High School band per-
forms during last weekend’s Bands of
America Marching Band Festival at
Rice Stadium in Houston. On Monday,

performed four movements and a fan-
fare from the “Symphonic Metamor-
phosis” by Paul Hindemith.

“It’s real highbrow,” Owens said.
“It’'s 20th-century music. But it’s very
deep-rooted.” .

The band progressed through sev-
eral levels of competition to win the
state prize, beginning with regional
competition, in which every band in
the state competes. The Gators then
won the area competition and
advanced with 14 other bands to the
state competition.

Owens said the parents and stu-
dents are the heart and soul of the
Dickinson band, and they deserve the
real crédit.

) ON A RUN

the band won the

University
Interscholastic League 4A Marching
Band competition for the fourth straight
year. (Photo by Kevin Bartram)

After the performance, some of the
band members worried that the band
did not do well enough to win.

“We didn’t feel like we did as well as
we thought we could,” said drum
major Jennifer Hartenberger.

Fellow drum major Lee Ann Janik
agreed.

“I didn’t think we did that well,”
Janik said. “But I was satisfied after
I saw the ... scores.”

Apparently, it was the band’s per-
fectionist spirit that helped propel it
to victory in front of thousands of
fans, despite their initial impressions.

“It was awesome,” Hartenberger
said. “It’s so amazing to perform
inside that stadium.” ‘

Symphonic Band wins yet another

contest in Colorado!

Sweepstakes Trophy!

Kate Henderson

During the week of April
27, the Symphonic Band and
Concert Band I traveled (o
Pearland High School in order
to participate in UIL compet-
tion: The bands have made
tradition outof the usually rare
and outstanding score of all

division 1 ratings on the stage
andinsightrcading. Thisscore
is the highest score you can
receive at the competition
though two of the judges were
so moved by the Symphonic
Band's performance that they
wrote 1+'s on the score sheets.

Kate Henderson

Winterpark Festival. Though

The heave i sphere .
o 10 ,I»K avenly tlllll():\[)ht ¢ agood portion of the band (el
. .IL. \m_ky mountains setthey could have done much
the scene for another victory  heqrer with a hitle rest and
. Q Dl BT oar 7 : - . ‘
Cand spectacular performance some air that wasn't quite as
by the be VEI Wi { i iy c
y'lha.h ind. Even Wllf) many  thin, the judges sull ranked
unavoidable mechanicalprob- our own DHS band highest
lems, they stillrose high above and i
ms, lh(ll)’ stillroschighabove  outof the 46 bands participat
any othe i H > I
any er band at the ing with an avalanche causing

scoreof97.8 outof 100 points.



[

!'!”l” G“%BANDS OFMER A

ned "h ‘.
- X O s e,‘

‘Blue chip’ band makes Tts
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DISD stockholders happy

DICKINSON — There's a com-
pany in Dickinson that if it were list-
ed on the New York Stock Exchange,
would be considered a “Blue Chip”
and it’s employees are not paid even
a penny.

In fact, the company has no income
but their product is in great demand,
all across the country. The employees
are at work often before the sun comes
up and are so committed, they often
work long after most employees at
other companies have left for the day.
This most successful company uses
wood, brass, animal skin and some
synthetic materials to' manufacture
their product.

While it doesn’t take a college
degree or even any higher education,
it does require a considerable amount
of dedication, pride, a desire to
achieve excellence, and a tremendous
amount of effort from not only the

employees, but their families.

Many folks say that it is a science,
others believe it is an art — actually,
it is the science or art of pleasing
through a combination of intelligible
tones that most of us enjoy listening
to, especially when it is the Dickinson
High School Band. That’s right, prob-
ably the most well-known band in the
state and its CEO is Don Owens, band
director.

Owens is a proud man, especially
when it comes to talking about any of
Dickinson’s bands, whether it be the
elementary, junior high or high school
band. He says that there are so many
recognitions and honors that his bands
have received over 21 years, he could
fill a notebook with single spaced
entries of all their cherished awards.

He said, “You know, all I do is to
lead these kids. They’re the ones who
put in the endless hours and effort

that brings recognition to the com-
munity of Dickinson and our school.”

The Dickinson High School band
has won hundreds of awards ranging
from sweepstakes, division one’s,
Outstanding Bands, Regional, Dis-
trict, State, the “Best” of all Texas’ 4A
bands in the state. There’s not anoth-
er band anywhere in this area that can
boast of such awards, stated Ron
Ahlhom, principal at Dnckmson High
School.

Owens proudly smiled when he
began to list the honors achieved in
1992-93. “Under the marching band
category, we won 12 different hon-

“ors,” he said.

“The kids got a Division One at
La Marque in the Rotary Marching
Festival, outstanding percussion line
of the entire contest at the same con
test, while they also earned an ‘out:
standing’ in class AAAA.”

AUSTIN - The Dickinson High School Marching Gator Band Showed again Monday that they are tops among 4 A schools by winning their lmn th
title in a row and fifth in seven years. This a tremendous accomplishment, considering that the band could not compete last year because of
changes in the UIL contest, which alternates every other year between 3 and 5 A schools and 2 and 4 A schools. The band is under the direction
of Don Owens.

—  Resolution DHS Symphomc Band Member Amy Hexdt read a resoluuon naming the h1°h school band
hall in honor of retiring Director Don Owens. Trustees unanimously approved the resole-
tion. Trustees welcomed everyone to a reception for Don Owens in the Professional
Development Center.




or contest and festival pur-
poses, approximately 1,150 Texas
high schools are divided into five
classifications (1A, 2A, 3A, 4A, 5A)
and 22 regions. Dickinson is a 4A
school located in Music Region XVII.
There is an estimated 115,000
bandsmen throughout the State of
Tzyz< whochoose 2pproximately
250 All-State Wind and Percussion
Piayers. The odds of making All-
Stzate are one out of 400 bandsmen.
The Dickinson Band Program is-
committed to excellence. Since
1973, the program has produced
103 Ali-Staters and has an average
of91% Division One ratings in solo
competitions. The band has won the
Ugnprsiy cﬂ-iouqmsoio and
‘Ensemb Conmtsoutafn
: ' UIL
Sueepsiakesjmmer (Division | in
Concert, Sight Reading, and
Marching), and has been awarded
“Best in Class” in Florida, Oklahoma
Georgia, Hiinois, California, .
“Colorado, and Texas. Inmarching,
the band has won “Bestin 2A” at the
Bands of America Southwest -
Regional %npetmon in1989, 19@3
and 1993: The band was also !
‘Texas Class 4A State March g"&

cranue@ in 1986, 19@9 ;
19911992
& 986

%ﬁenﬂﬁmks 1he tei%jwel
Texas's dwaspone? f the'two.
§Ehoo[s in'the- Umted.Statés' was
awarded thé;pres%gtous&gdf %gup

wgggs' The band is Jéd'by.
— Fial" o

states of Oklzhoma, Kansas and Texas +
band” status in each of those states. He recenvec degrees Fom
Southeastern State University . in Durant. Oxiznoma. anc hom Taxas
State University. in Denton. Texas. For ine past 27 years. ne nas sened
as Director of Music, Symphonic Bang Drecior. and !.';aﬂr.;-g 8and
Director of the Dickinson ISD. He frequently serves as = cincean 2nc
adjudicator , and has held many offices at the regional ang si=is leves

Mr. Owens was inducted into the Okiahoma Banamasgers Hall of Farme
in 1982, and in 1990 (sponsored by his prnincipal and supenntencert) aas
chosen by the Texas Activities ASSOCI2hion 10 recenve NE Drestigious
Denius Sponsor Excellence Award. Mr. Owens nStructiona! siils ~awve
been carried forward in his family as well. with all twee of hs cruoran
being mempers of the Texas All-State Bang ang COrchesurz

Mr. John Gossett, Director

Mr. John Gossett has been the Assistan: Di
High School for 18 years. His teachir g responsidia
all of the sixth grade beginning woodw
ing and Symphomc band. and directing the conc

Mr. Don Owens s in hus 34th year as a Nigh SChoo! Canc Srecsy 1 T

and a Master of Music Education degree from th
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[
Q
" -
9
(&)
¢
O
)
I

Prior to teaching at Dickinson, he taught for seven
Blackwell, Oklahoma, where his bands received ¢ 4
ings.

Mr. Gossett is a member of Phi Mu Alpha. Texas Bangmasies
Association, and Texas Music Education Association

Community Background

Dickinson High School is located in Galveston County. midway Detwesn
Houston and Galveston, and is home to the 1983 Heisman Trophy Winrmer
Andre Ware. Dickinson Independent Schoo! District is a seven camoes
district, serving approximately 6,000 students.

The high school is a large 4A high school, offering 183 courses
including band, choir, and drama. There are 115 teachers anc agmnsra-
tors on the campus, which has the largest number of Nationa! Mert
Commended Students in Galveston County.

In 1991, the district adopted the Quality Schools concepts of Dr
William Glasser and the management concepts of Dr.-Edward Deming

The Dickinson High School Gator athletic program has accumuiaisd
State Championship in football and numerous District, Bi-District.
Regional, and Quarter Final Championships in a variety of boys anc
sports.

(9]
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Don Owens Honored with Dedication
Dickinson Independent School District and members of the Gator.
Band recently held a dedication ceremony to dedicate the high
school band hall to longtime and retired Band Director, Don
Owens. Several hundred citizens, students, board members and
administrators attended the event. Owens served the district for 21
years and band director. Under his leadership, the band won state
championships in 1986, 89, 90, 91 and 93. Owens also was one of ten 5 o B
recipients of the Denius Award, a state-wide University Interscho- 'amjr
lastic League awards for excellence. Owens and his wife now live in il
Oklahoma.

The Board presented acertificate of achievement to Director of Music Education Don Owens, who was named

Owens Honored | one of 10 recipients of the University Interscholastic League Denius Award. In its first year, the award seeks
to highlight the outstanding contributions of UIL sponsors. Owens has been Dickinson High School band
director since 1973, and has led the marching band to three state championships.
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Editor: Last Friday night 1 watched as the Sting
Band took the field tor the last dme this year. I
watched as the Drum Major led them onto the field
in precision formation.

Her salute, the sprinkle of glizer and yes, even the
tears were poignant remninders of the passing of time.
I thought of all the band members, but especially the
Seniors. The Class of 2002. a palindrome class.

This year represents a culmination of many years
of hard work and devotion. I drove down Palmer

Highway everyday to go to work.

I'saw the band practicing m the parking lot on
numerous early summer momings and many late
afternoons. I thought how they must have felt drag-
ging themselves out of bed. while many of their
peers “slept in.” All those images cascaded through
my mind as I saw the sharply dressed precision | . ..
marching machine take the feld. The wmsﬂa blew
and the half-ime show began. .~

I watched precise s, crisp routines and thyth-
mic cadences. I recognized the hours of practice and
dedication represented. I appreciate their hard work

. and I thought about how much we fans take for

granted. I admired the gleaming tubas, the glittering
brass keys and the awesorme percussion. I thought of
all the marching practices and countless music
rehearsals involved. I realized that “Band” is not
mandatory. None of those students are forced into
the band, they chose it!!! In addition, they chose all
the hard work that goes along with it. Maybe they
always wanted to be in the band, ‘way back in ele-
mentary school. Maybe they dreamed of Friday
nights and the expectant hush from the stands. They
are truly remarkable and I hope if vou know a band
member you thank them for their eﬁ‘"ons and encour-
age them.

The next time you are at a football game, be part
of the standmo ovation, tbey earned xt' "

AT DonnaJudyAlvaradoOrﬁz
' h Texas City



2002-2010: Turner/Clift M.S., Waxahachie, Texas (all beginners; 6th grade only)
-All Division One Ratings for eight consecutive years
-“Qutstanding Band of Contest” thirteen consecutive times

Pre-Sandy Lake Contest: Six Division One ratings in concert
Five Division One ratings in Sight Reading

Sandy Lake Band Festival:
Attended 10 times: “Outstanding of Contest” eight times

Festival in the Sticks, Maypearl, Texas:
Attended one time: “Outstanding of Contest”

Beach Within Reach Contest, Ft. Worth, Texas:
Attended four times: “Outstanding Band in Class” four times

2002-2003

2 &

w.(f’ 4 y=4 — LR
8 T"urner Middle School

If you are wondering WHOOQOOS
making music at Turner Vildd
School. it's 30 clarinets, 24 low bras
3 oboes, 22 trumpets, 14 percussio
14 French Horns, 23 flutes, and °
saxophones. Ms. Mann, from i
Junior High, teaches the 3 oboes ai
Mr. Browning, from the High Scho
teaches the percussion class. N
Owens, assisted by Ms. Hudgin,
student teacher from the University
North Texas, teaches the remainder
the band classes.

As | have observed them ea
day, they have gone from putting t
instrument together, to maki
squawking sounds, on to note soun
and now they are sounding pre
good on "Mary Had a Little Lamb."
has been interesting to see
transformation. And that is who
makina music at TMS.




TURNER NEWS

The Turner Middle School Band '}
performed three numbers for the UIL i
Concert judges on Thurs, April 15, |
and received Division One ratings
from all three judges They
performed High School Cadets by
John Philip Sousa, arranged by
Ralph Ford, Dance Celebration by
Robert W. Smith, and Ritmico! by
Robert Sheldon. Many positive
remarks were made by the judges

On Saturday, May 1, the TMS
Band performed for the Sandy Lake
Music Festival in Dallas  This time,
they performed High School Cadets
and Ritmico!  There were thirty
bands in the compettion from Plano,
Richardson, Carrollton, Dallas,
Irving, Ft. Worth, and many other
places. Once again, the TMS Band
received Division One ratings from
all three judges. At the end of the
competition, the TMS Band was
awarded "Best Band in Class" of the
thirty bands that performed Many
parents were in attendance for the
performance and for the awards
ceremony

In addition to a busy schedule in |
preparing for the Sandy Lake
Festival, the TMS Band has learned
additional music for our elementary
school orientations The Tuner
Middle Schoo! Band will perform its
Spring Concert on Thur, May 20,
700 p.m n the Fine Arts Center
Auditorium.  Admission is free  Mr
Michael Timms is Principal of TMS

~Donnie & Margie Owens

TURNER NEWS

Turner finished the year with a
very successful concert on May
20", which was well attended. A
recording was made at this concert
and at the Christmas concert. A CD
with both concerts on it will be
available in June for the price of
$12. So far we have signed up 115
fifth graders for next year's band.
We thank everyone for their support
and wish you all a great summer.

Turner is rocking as the band is making music with the new arrangements being prepared for contests and
concerts this spring. They have permission to play for a" rating only" at the the U.l.L. contest on April 15 at 'the
High School Fine Arts Building. Mr. Davis, High School Band Director, made the arrangements so that Turner
could perform at the end of the scheduled H.S. Bands. Turner band will compete at Sandy Lake again this year
on May first. They will also perform for each fifth grade campus while they are at Turner for orientation during
May. In addition, they will play a Spring Concert on May 20, also at the High School. Interviews with fifth grade
students and parents will take place at their own elementary school with the following schedule: Dunaway. May 3
Shackelford..May4; Wedgeworth..May10; Northside..May13. The time for each campus is 6:30--8:30P.M. We




Turner ba

By JENNIFER A. HOWELL
Daily Light staff writer

For the third year in a row,
Turner Middle School Band has
won outstanding beginner band
at Sandy Lake Festival. Each
judge gave the band a 1-plus rat-
ing.

Although the contest contin-
ues through May 6, the sixth-
graders received the ' highest
score to date this year when they
competed against bands, choirs
and orchestras from grades six
to 12 last week. The event began
March 26 and claims to be the

world’s largest music festival.
" “You talk about an excited
bunch ‘of kids. The
assembly was really gratitying,”
band director Donnie Owens
said.

The 38th annual Sandy Lake

Festival, in Dallas, began wnth, -
11 bands its ﬁrst year and has

grown to more than 1,640

organizations. Turner Middle.
School  has participated smce__

the early 1980s.

School’s performance included

Travis Almany, associate direc-

awards -

“mentor for

vat Texas A&M l

Iudges of ‘Turner Middle

tor of' bands at :
University; Don Haqnah 12007

inductee mto the Texas

Bandmasters

Haney, re

play with such 'energy” read
Hannah’s notes ‘on his . score-

' respect;’ Haney, !

to believe that

 honors

dentsv could phy 50 well. This is

rather difficult music for such a
young group: They play with so
much’ maturity and knowledge
ofstiminsicy b Toved it

0 Congratulauom to each of you.”

‘Almany = was  equally

' impressed and wrote, “Wow!

Such mature sounds. You do not

,‘play like sixth-graders. You are

amaimg Such a well-disci-

X plmed, great-looking group with
" great’

stage presence. - Very
lmp?esswc in every way. Thank

i ‘you for all of the outstandmg

work that is obviously :going on

“¢ at Turner Middle School.”

Owens’ attributes the band’s

#f success to the students’ “great
| work ethic.”

“We had a professor from
North Texas State University

i drive down to hear the TMS

band (at Sandy Lake),” Owens
said, saying that Haney, a world-
renowned trumpet instructor,

| was a former college professor
| of his.

“He has judged us in previous

| years (at Sandy Lake), but he
[ wasn’t judging on Friday, he

| was just there to hear us play,”
| Owens said, noting that the band
‘ is beginning to plck up some
pretty widespread recognition —
|throughout the U.S. even — be-
cause we repeatedly perform
well.”

“It’s an amazing group of

kids and 1t is'showing up in their
performance. It’s an awesome
group of parents, too. They’re so
supportive,” he said, also giving
recognition to TMS administra-
, ‘ tion.

ek “iThis is such a good school "
he said.
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their brand new band hall at Clift Middle
School, they will be greeted by band

i director Donnie Owens.

| . They will Iearn, as have the hundreds of pre-
vious sixth-grade band students, the words

. “band director” and Donnie Owens are, for all
intents and purposes, synonymous.

During the past 46 years, as he has success-

" fully developed public school band students
into award-winning performers, Owens has
earned numerous accolades and awards, includ-
ing his most recent: the Meritorious
Achievement Award from

CAroL

the Texas Bandmasters
KIMBERLIN

- Association.
The TBA was formed in

e i el

WISD BAND

1920 to organize band con-
tests and promote bands
throughout Texas. During BOQSTERS
the past 88 years, the orga-
nization has grown into the largest state band
organization, influencing every aspect of public
school band work. The Meritorious :

. Achievement Award, which recognizes teachers
-and directors in Texas for outstanding achieve--
ments, is one of the association’s special hon- -

ors.

It’s a special honor for a special man.
Owens’ journey began in 1960, when he

This August, as sixth-graders walk into

reééiyed 'his bachelor’s degree in music educa- -

_tion from Southeastern Oklahoma State
University, where he also served as band presiz;,

\:ltﬂ A e ; COMING
= CLIFT MIDDLE SCHOOL SOON!
|

m -
= BAND GARAGE SALE e
ﬂ: ﬁ: Saturday, October 25
B L |
‘:m Tb‘aiu'rda\{ October - No instruments needed -

u . : ;
" i only students and parents in need of a day of
;ﬂ fun and “getting to know" your other band
mf;' WHS Front ;m members! More info to comel »

" Parking Lot "Salf .:
] » : . - ik )
:: % am to 2 pm ,:
. "
.:-.. f " .-.ﬂﬂ’mﬂv..-.luﬂlﬂl)m ﬂ{‘qfﬂm@m'ﬂﬂﬂmiﬁﬁ’i‘.‘im‘:ﬁ

7 I
Clift Middle School Band

Donnie Owens eams TMA’s Meritorious Achievement Award

-and orchestras. School districts benefiting from :

- as a catalyst for the Waxahachie ISD band pro-
-gram by forming the foundation of the youngest

Texas Bandmasters

ssociation
{ )‘:'v Q0 }"1‘” [ \\A".\’A:'
14501 Blanco Rd.
San_Antonio, TX 78216

.
o DONN/Em

banNEI

dent and student conductor. He earned his mas-
ter’s in music education from North Texas State
University in 1967 while playing trombone in
the summer lab bands as well as concert bands

his experience and knowledge include Antlers,
Okla.; Junction City, Kan.; Durant, Okla.; and
Texas schools located in Dickinson, Arlington,
Pearland, Fort Bend, Texas City and, most
recently, Waxahachie.

During Owens’ tenure at Junction City, the
high school band was invited to perform for the
1966 Kansas Music Educators’ Convention and.
under his direction, the Durant High School
Band received an invitation to perform for the
Oklahoma Music Educator’s Convention while /
featuring alto saxophonist, Don Sinta. The
Durant band also performed for the 1972
Midwest National Band and Orchestra Clinic. ‘

Visitors to the Dickinson High School Band |
Hall are greeted by awards, plaques and tro- l
phies earned by the band with Owens as direc- {

|
]

NEW SHIRTS

tor. His efforts during a 20-year span produced
included the Dickinson band earning TMEA
Honor Band and the UIL State Marching {
Contest five times. The concert bands were also |
recognized with more than 40 outstanding of !
contest awards. |
The past six years have found Owens serving |
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The Star Spangled Banner. . . . . . .. Francis Scott Key, Arr. by John Kinyon
The Clift Middle School Bana

Lroadly precents seeesPrograme-s--

(Assisted by the Waxahachie Boy Scouts of America, Troop 234)

EspanaCani......... .... Pascual Marquina Narro, Arr. by Michael Story
(A selection for the Pre-Sandy Lake Performance on 4- 15-10, the Sandy Lake Music
Festival on 4-23-10 and the Beach Within Reach Contest on 5-7-10)

Lullaby forBand . .......................... ... ... .. Robert W. Smith
(A selection for Pre-Sandy Lake Contest and the Sandy Lake Music Festival on 5-1-10
and the Beach Within Reach Contest on 5- 7-10)

7e a Spring Concert

Hey! Baby!. ... .. Margaret Cobb & Bruce Channell, Arr. by Michael Story

America, My Home. . so w6 Teresa Jennings, Arr/ by Paul Jennings
Featuring the Wedgeworth Elementary Choir
directed by Leah Kelso

= L - = Ed Argenziano

. Clift Middle School Percussion Ensemble
Directed by Reggie Cook, WISD Percussion Instructor

JazzBandJubilee. ......... ... ... ... ... . . ... .. Steve Frank
ArabianDances. .................... ... ... ... ... Roland Barrett

(A selection for the Pre-Sandy Lake Performance on 4- 15-10, the Sandy Lake Music
Festival on 4-23-10 and the Beach Within Reach Contest on 5-7-10)

Conductor, Donnie Owens %

Assisted by: Margie Owens
Reggie Cook
Dan Francis

Honors

Clift M.S. Solo and Ensemble Contest: Friday, February 26, Five Division 1++'s,
52 Division 1+'s, 140 Division 1's and 28 Division 2's.

Thursday, May 20, 2010, 7:00 P.M. )
P;e-Sqndy Lake Band Festival: Clift Middle School, Thursday, April 15, Division One
ratings in Stage Presence, Warm-up, Concert Performance and Sight Reading.

Sandy Lake Band Festival: Dallas, Texas, Friday, April 23. Division 1, 1+. 1+ in
Concert Performance; Best Band In Class .

Sandy Lake Band Festival: Dallas, Texas, Saturday, May 1. Division [, I, | in Co
Performance;Best Band in Class. i ] et

Beach Within Reach Festival: Fort Worth, Texas, Friday, May 7. Divisi i
Concert Performance; Best Band in Class. - MR Dkeimnt; b1 i

Owens to receive honors

From STAFF REPORTS
The Texas Bandmasters
Convention will take place
in July and Donnie Owens
of Waxahachie is one of four
Texas band directors being
inducted into the Texas Band-
masters Hall of Fame.

The honor was voted upon
b Phi Beta Mu, the Interna-
tonal Band Masters Frater-
ity

Additionalty. in January of

this year, Owens was notitied
that he had been elected as a

Bandworld Legion of Honor

aurcate. sponsored by the
John Philip Sousa Founda
tion.

Owens was sclected by a
committee representing  all
areas of North America.

In December. Owens will
attend the Midwest Interna
tional Band and Orchestra
Clinic in Chicago. where he
will be one of two band direc
tors across the United States
to be awarded this honor. Hc
is the I5th Texas band direc
tor to receive this award sice
its inception in 1989,

His  past
include being awarded the
“Meritorious  Achievement
Award™ by the Texas Band
Masters Association in the
summer ot 2008, which

achievements

reads: “In recognition of your
exemplary  professionalism
and invaluable contributions
to the education of young
people through the band me-
dium.

Owens gives much credit

W ohis wile Margie Owens, 5= Of the

Sandy Lake Music Festival!
@ [wicein one year -

principal Ruth Sutton and all
of the Chitt Middle School
'Jlllls](\) ces tor the honors be-
me IL'(('!\‘L'('.

Ihe awards and honors

were based upon an accumu-
lation of awards and honors
throughout Owens™ 48-year

teaching career.

MS!
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If I had my career to do over, I would do it the same way. I have truly been
blessed to have had forty-eight years of great students and parents, a
cooperative band staff, and most of all, a family that understood and
tolerated the many hours that I spent while working with children, especially
my wife Margie. I am very appreciative to my Phi Beta Mu brothers and
sisters for making it possible for this most prestigious honor—the Texas
Bandmasters Hall of Fame, Class of 2010.

Donnie Owens
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