“If success in life is to be measured by the influence for good
that one has upon another, then Don Fleuriet (lived) a most
successful life indeed.”

La Feria News, May 22, 1986




Taking over from Warren Reitz
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Band First In Valley with §Pa_ts

(% 1953
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The La Feria Band, under director Don Fleuriet in ac-
cordance with its custom of ranking first in its every under-
taking, chalks up another first, Thiz time it is the colorful
addition of spats to the band uniform. L.a Feria is the first
and only band in the Valley, and one of the few in the South-

west that is wearing spats.

The spats will make their de-
but at the La Feria:Lyford game
(i it does not raln) on Friday
night, October 30. The towns-
people are urged to be gut to see
the pame and wanlch the march-

the uniform is that it will em-
phaslrze the preciziom of
marching and brightén the over-
all appearance of the uniform,
which iz mainly maroon.

Tne =pars: oesigned by Mrs

Lhe

ing maneuvers of the band, with J. 8. Sanders, and made by the

special attention to the spats,
The. importance of this part of

mothers of the La Feria Band
FParents Association, are of gold

cordurdgy matching the gold trim
of the uniform, ,with marocon
buttons completing the maroon
and gold motif of the suit. The
band mothers cut out the first
pair on Monday of last week,
and by Saturday morning fifty-
five palrs were ready for fitting.

Evervone is reminded that the
culmination of the band's fall
program is the annual Pigskin
Jubilee on December 10, at 'Wes-
laen, There the La Ferin Band
will make its main appearance
as a separate marching wunit,
ag well as participating in the
maszed band finale.
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Band

Sets Local Record

Music Jubilee Draws Large Crowd;
La Feria Band Rated First Division

i

An - impressive apictocle  of |

musle, caber and marehing was!

witnesssd By o crowd of alseut |
G500 peaple lest Thursday eve-
ning, Docomber 8,  when the
twellth annual Texas [ntorschos
lasgtie Leagoe ‘Marching Bnm:;
| Contest of Reglon Mine, popular- |
EI:.-' known locally as the Plgskinf
Jubilee, was presented o I:IFI-T"|
bee Flold in Weslach

The jubtbee i85 a ellmox  of
momtha of practice. The bands da |

“The La Feria High School
band was again given a First
Division rating in the Class
A bands, which makes the
nineteenth consecutive First
Division rating for the band
in the past six and one-half
years. This is a record
among the Valley bands.”

nof compete with each obher
bul ngalnst zed standards az re-
guired by the Texas Music Edu-
cators Assoriation and sanetlon-
fd by the Texns nberscholastic
Losjroe of Musle Festivals

Twenty-thioe bands ook part
in thee jubHee, the maln event,
whbkeh ellmaxed a diy of seweral
nhtstanding activities that made
up the annual Weslnes Birthday
Party of 198, The fst, second
amd thisd peize winning floats of
thie hige parnde, heid earlles
i the day, added to the plea-
wure of the spectutors as they
cireded the fleld durlng the band
pagoant

The grand [inale of massed
band formations put an by mdem.
e of all competing  school
hands waz o  beaotiful sight
During these merching and
playing formntions, "qu
Birthday” sas plaved In com-
miEmaration of Wesloos's 3Sth
nnniversary. Af the Tinal formn.-
thon, o map of the United Staten

apd tho Ieiters, ULSA, were
farmisd, nll Ighis wenp furned
off, with flashllghts held by the
pel-ﬂ.rl‘rl:]:llg‘_ mefmbers ol |
thir muap and fetiers, the national
anthem was played sl aky
mockets were sri off and burst
avierheadd
The La Ferla High School Basd
was aFaln given a First DHvistin
rating In the Class A bands,
Fwihiel makes the REAFSERTH S0f-
fascutive - Fizst Division rating for
| thie band In the pest six ormd ones
| half years. This I8 4 mecord ‘a-
mang the Valkey bandss
Margrrel Keolley, drom mm-
jor of the Lua Ferla Band, was
hlghly ammentad by the jodges
lgn Lhislr oomrmenl alseetd. Band
| Director Don Fleurlet wos ‘chale-
iman of the commiited  witlch
planned and directsd the grand
finalae of The sbiles
Othier bapde In the oontest
and thelir recolved ratings wenes
| Class B Bandd= . San lsides, First
Myvislon rating: Sharpland, Ses
coatd DMvisdon; Class A bands -

[oe rexnon, Flret Divislon: Ed-
pocel - Elsa, First Divislon; La
Joya, - Second  Divialon; ' Liford,

Zpcond Divislon; and Hio Homdo,
Thiral Diclelon. Clngs &4 bands -
Weslion, First Division; = ber-
oo Sernnd Delalorn:  Donna,
Zpvond DHvislon; and  Raymond-
ville, Seeond Divialon. Class AAA
bprid Horlingen, Fisst DHvi-
shan:  Edinbure, -First  Divislon;
Misslon, Firsl Diviglon; San Bens
itn, Second  Divielon; MoAllen,
Becond Dyvision; Pharr-San Ja-
an-Alamo, Second [Myvislon. Claas
AAMA Bands . Brownsville - Flrst
Ewinimn

ludges - for this. yoear's Jobllie
wore Tony Frasing of Luling
High “Sehool, Tommy WilHamson,
Refugly High School; and Jack
Maney, El Campo Migh Schoal.



His influence on me as a band student in his small town La Feria band was
immeasurable, but no other single individual had as much influence on the
direction of my professional life as did Don Fleuriet. It seemed that when
my career came to a crossroad Don Fleuriet was there with just the right
directional sign to turn right, turn left or go straight. Example one is the
letter to the Dean of the school of music from which | took my first degree;
the second was when he used his influence to help me to secure a major
teaching position after graduate school; the others came in the form of
regular informal evaluations of my teaching made possible by the close
proximity of the school districts in which we worked. Living and teaching
in adjacent towns in the Rio Grande Valley, where it was a common activity
to visit each other's band halls to critique each other's work, led to a life-
time friendship and mutual regard for each other's work.

Carl Seale, Doctor of Musical Arts
Conductor Emeritus,

Valley Symphony Orchestra and Chorale
Professor Emeritus, Department of Music,
University of Texas-Pan American

Mr. Fleuriet dedicated his life to the students and band of La Feria
Schools. He touched so many lives and made a dramatic impact on the
quality of the music in an amazing amount of students throughout the
years that he was alive.

Jana Lee Jones Gondran
La Feria High School
Class of 1977
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Band TﬂkMﬁtﬂkEE Award

In Brownsville Festival of Music

Thi Ls Farfa High Schood Band, nider the direction of Daon
Fleuriet, made o chenn sweep of al] trophies ghven in liy clas at
ke Fir Anmeal Beowssville Fentval of Misde held It week al
Bircwnawille.

The band wind swarded @ plaqoe for winlng a inponc

fve  fawi
burd han won durieg 1he past
i JELTH.

lng. These wene Lhe IWRHLY. B
and and  Paeaty-Thled  sonsstu-

ity

In widditon, The heod Tl-un :"r;;
wwerpataken luphy In Clas
for ammealny e EToATEE TIEM:
bor of pobnrs In il events) solos
piremhies, concert playing and |
wlght reading.

And the band sl oame o
wilh the most coveied of all
ropliles, 1he oms gives Eha
besl coficedt hand [ sach clasd

to B srrollment i high schools
wrre Edcouch Eles, Golind Ll
| ing, Thres Klvors and Loa Free-
| P

The L& Ferly band was the
| lomly band in ary cles 19 win
| &El thieo of the posible awaids.
!-_.r_d,_ In by clissss included

Fald medils wors glven 1o
mirli sludesl makisg s Al
| rvisdon retbng l= & slo or an
{ememshde.  La  Ferin ° eclepeil

{First Diviaden} ratleg in bosthy conesry playing and - sgin reads | pwentydiner soch everia  win
divizlon matkngs e | néng iwebre (et Eivlalona. In

| Winsisg awermeiales prupy, the
| L Ferls Bandd scoerod 15 painisg
Laling” had 105, Thres HKivers
125, Gaklsd 111 Efcouch-Elss 03
and Lo Freanos

Conpary playing and s=gh?
rending for clams OO bands fodk
place [asf Tharsday sfersoon ol
Jecol frown  Audilarhise,. The
saio- and posemide conbmmt Was
hiald on Friday atl REeowrmday e
High School

Toe odfsrd basds fn Cliss OO0 (100 | gy Haturday, the AlLFastival

Ml pefsratend dusing ihe day
efel] peasnisd A conceel ol Blgal
i wigleh time fhe rophied ‘Wond
awardod. This Li3-pheve il wan
compased of some of Lhe ol
manding playems from ears W
i bamids o petllng sl the Testl-

el Thesa mipreseniing La Ferls

|'|l."u'|-|.~n. hiiswian, Deoons, Sinban,

| Marfingen,  Miller

The iunoert jolpes wepe A
| ol Baohimat, Univorsity ol Fls-
i Hugh Mebflilen, Unbresity
of  Culagado: and L  Boste
Jorew, Boulstzna Ssalp Usan-

THOPHIES n.n om fee La Fords High :'H:h'lﬂ l ﬂ'b.?- FBH-FLH-'
rmal Brownnllle Fedvel of Mae beid last week in Brown Lefr po . Bohbie Smith

haldinjg the oweepmtnim trophy i Class COC, 3 and Divecoar Don Flansist® award dnr _ Wt esding Judye
a mipsrior railng In both cocorrt playing and sight readieg, snd Ru " the ﬁﬁtrﬂtln;:uum
i ametisd of sl ooplile, the snn v e T bert oonerey bamd- { Sl } lssnin Clbege

La Feria band was the only band in any class to win:

1st Division Concert & Sightreading
Sweepstakes Trophy
And
Best Concert Band

1955

San Bondpa, Yicberls, Bdisberg |
iCerpus | .
Chetatl}, Paria, s fzosmsville, | Jemes Holiey, Miriamm

were Bubl Vigness. Bobble Smilih,
Gerare Buicher, Margamt Kelldr,
Lpmrm,

Peter Llswpllyn  and  Franss

Tha: bamsd will esssluds This
FEars wotivities with s Ansial

Spring Concd on Tusslay, By
A7, &l 8 1. m. o the high schionl
andirium.
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a Feria Selected Best AABand in State

[Ek‘ﬂ"ihk¢?

La Merdn 1igh Sebood Hamd, Koo ] Cless S04 Iy “lexss, To Plap in Galvescen sl Cenvenlios of Tewns Monle Educsbors  Amocizion s Teliry

“The record of the band under the direction of
Bﬂnd HCIS came Don Fleuriet speaks for itself. And what a

record! Don has taken a good band and made

U -,hraugh Years it into a superior band during the six years that

he has been here.”

. J, 5 Sandes: iring ome,- Then - Pl MMorrsy
came  home [rom  college . &l An  ective Bamd  Parenia
The band  haa done 8 BNty ghp hand organited. | Bome Associnthon  supports  the band
By what? For vears hosn't o you are still srognd  who prograin.  Each  year this . or-

He La Ferin High Sehool Band proved o that  brave  liftle wihl Dwon  Fleuriet to the  af- gankestion  ghees a barbscus 1o
rated Ficrl dlavizlon, WED. amd, Thitre wise fne of lontion of the Board of Trosses else fumds for' new | unifocms
Eweepstakos plagues, Senl MOMe Lo e war 3 g dozen?  Any. S0d the Superintendent and other  equipment  The
chers b8 AlLWRlbey  mnd ALl G s and wour o director The rocond  wf the  Band  wn- parents  obe  cook and  soerve o
State Bands, whore some mode e U gsaieied  group and e the direction of  Bos banguet to the  senior band cach
firat chale?  Yes, the ,‘I""“'"I Wt ade s repuiahle  showing But' FRURS speaks’ for ilself . And yesr, a5 well & 5 sponsor annus
dote all these things, bul rl.nr..t Phil moved om (o another Whet @ record!  Dom  hos takon picpbes  for both the  junior and
become - complacchl Bboud 0b Lapog pnd fhe Band  disine © Ko0d. hond gnd mode [ into senior bands.  Thin  year the
The Band monbers re h"t_' terruied, nowpErior  band  during  the Bapd Forenis are  sponmoring
Thiey koow that hanor are it o, wis thim ihat “Lios Tam. 9% ¥oears that he hus been hése, tho selling of memberships io
s A reeerere BoTee " Nm- mlgel drem ety 'Fhl- band haz an unbroken the series of Iwo conceris ‘_"‘

Plltsrs Wotsl  Jow Guvile, Wus dormed.” fhe girly il THONAGLTIR comserulive’ firvt be given by D hapd Cn'thwe

4 o of ihe scsmberkhin S0me  right nicE marching dbwision falings  In  enpcerl, =prinp

and  dromming, Bk thet  Just marching, and sight  resding e 1 .
drive o ithe La Feris ©School b & Bl b Thirty &  thedp | wore  awamds FBach year the band goos on

did not  feke tho place of n T il

bt . tods - . il -duy concert  four I8

S 5‘“1 !: f"h:u ¥ :;.: Dand Thiokgh ke nexl e i Interscholiatie - Loa- :lul-\..:.n:.r:;:-\-n—h.:l MHaffances hnve

Adunce & Lol ha b ears, band directors came mnd gum  compéelitian-feathvals, © wnd T F porT it

rmins In the afes, fhe drive has ¥ ] q ! Bifg  Cwere - necoivisd nt ihe. DOER Ebven o Corpus Chrinll,
i e i Aunlin, @armd Sanh

been wetended for another week Wl - During l“. t!n“ e Brownivilie Music Featival o O2veston,
in ihe hopes thal workess may the schand  adminkiraions were 1855, ot l.'.'l'l--"; St Tl |::I n;'.l Anionfa. This veoar. ss 8 Ie
fonisct all pericns bn the area. P00 SiUNng  ldle  They were | s ity e £hooe Rl sult of the rmeeceni honar  be
irvin deipsrately o find . the B Ry reteived BB o otpEinlies ! r

e e < 8 Irophy and the imphy  fo 14 rtowed  upon |4 the land has

fight mis o pel ihe  baotd biet poGoert . Band *i;l:'lu r'!n-'" been  Imidled te perfarm b el
won on past  excellance; that starlted agmin, g iy |'J|||.;:_|: r': 1;”_ wemton o Pebruars during the
gnly. on presnl  performance i It was then, that  Warnm oo Tor Rl | o 1:-|-;L e MBt-wids cobvenilon af the
8 band jedged  Thel is why Reitr came dewn  froe San I-'-"!l ol vy Bard mrn.i:c:' Texas  Music Educniors” Assd-

#very mmber o the band la en Antemia. koo siErt o owith almos? and the, dirsdtor  the La Ptk cinlisnh

us Lt i Fwil wiori o the £~ r.u:]u-‘-F u.ll-'=| Bakld 1] ﬂ'\-\.ﬂ":-l High ¥rhen] Eli:ll.ﬂ has |.'\l|"'|:ll'l A L nid  hefare thiv k& a
gtrugtion of Don  Fleuriel the band, This was the bhand that g.poind s the bent concert band  pond :cl-ll :I:I"II |:H'I prowd al. B
dkrector. ¥oud  hod  been WRILERE 20T, Gy elnes AA jn D nlfe af Texue _-ll:lpri_-_,'ml:. fhe  communily  of

Cas you remermher when Lhils waa & hand ol eondd o 'Phe baisd Tk produced some Fap i ey
La Ferla hnd po bend?  Some prouvd of, and you suppabied iL oygstanding drim malore.  Two .Ia_'.':ﬂir-:;i-::; :‘L:r” town Kriowm
bf o can  Those were the When afler lor yeam. he de-of. these, Jimmy Rudellst snd | jheoughowt the | state. You
yours when we feli  keenly ©ided to retire 1o privele bus- farf Seale, wenb on lo become peide in the band 18 evidenced b
the nesd of o band. W inlked Des, the school - admimisiee. g e, miajors ml Uhelr (ONDEC-  the mihu;tiﬂ.-li: suppart  th
aboud iL wed oven made gever- Hen saked him o fod & worthy give colleges. s give Its program.

il mporadic’ aitemply &t organ- Weeccstor. i wes he who bro- JoiL g -4



| believe he distinguished himself from all other educators in the
school district at the time, because he did it alone. He alone put the
school’s band on the Texas map, not only for concert music
competitions, but marching contests as well. The La Feria High
School Band was always the band to beat, and it was an awesome
emotion to feel every time we marched on the field or raised our
instruments to play a piece, particularly when the announcer said,
“Under the direction of Don Fleuriet.” He was clearly respected by
his peers.

He always exemplified utmost professionalism and he demanded it
from his students. Of all the teachers in my 12 years in the La Feria
district, Mr. Fleuriet is the only educator that | can point to today and
say that his mentoring had a positive influence in my life. And today,
my own children’s involvement in music and band is a reflection of
his inspiration.

A true educator gives of his personal time in order for his students
to succeed, and Mr. Fleuriet did that too. I’m confident that it was
gratifying for him when his students were successful, but what he
may not have ever known were the influential seeds of character and
self-esteem that he planted in many of us. | am honored and
privileged to have been one of his students.

Leticia Cantu Lowe
La Feria High School
Class of 1976
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La Feria High School Band

DON FLEURIET, Director

The La Feria High School band
has climaxed a decade of award-
winning efforts by having been
named the outstanding concert band
in the state of Texas in class AA.
Af o result the band bas been in-
vited to perform at the Texas Muy-
sic Educators” Azseslation conven-
Hon in Galveston in February,

The Bb-piece band is directed by
Don Fleuriet, who 1s beginning his
seventh wear in that capacity, Mr,
Fleuriet s a graduste of Donns
High School and Edinburg Junior
College and holds BBA, BMus, and
MMus degrees from Baylor Univer-
sity. He was recently elected to
membership in the American School
Band Directors' Association,

The La Feria band holds n rmout
enviable contest record—it has re-
ceived only first division ratings
at nll types of contests for the past
ten yerrs and as a result has amass-
ed an unbroken siring of 32 conse-
cutive first division radngs in con-
cerl, marching, and sight reading.
Thirty of these ratings were award-
ed in Texas Interscholastic Leagus
competition-festivals, and tws wera
received at the Brownsville Music
Festival in 1855, at which time the
band also received the sweepstakes
T_I'I:Iph}r mand the tI‘vl:lpl'l.l'_l.' for best con-
cert band in {ts class; The Ls Ferla
contest record wes begun in 1043
by Kir. Warren Reitz who was di-
rector of the band for four years.

La Feria iz o town with a popula-
tion of 3,800 located in the heart of
the Lower Rio Grande Valley of

113540

il o

Texas. It is a small AA school with
2 loiel enrallment aof LA and a
high school enrcllment of 250, There
are a 1otal of 123 students partici-
pating in the band program which
includes B im the senior band, 19
in the junior band, and 15 in the
beginner band. The beginner band
iz composed of fifth graders and
the junlor bamd of sixth graders.
All students move into the senior
band upon entering the sewenth
grade. This year's senior band is
composed of 48 seventh and eighth
grade students and 41 .high school
gtudents. Last year's band had a
similar balance.

The band program at La Ferla
g mzglsted by a very active Band
Parents' Aszsociation. Each year this
group sponsors a barbecue to ralse
funds for maintenance and replace-
ment of uniforms and treats the
band members to an annual winter
banguet and spring plenie.

Each year the band takes a three-
day concert tour. In recent years i
has performed before high schoal
audiences in Corpus Christi, Galves-
ton, Austin, and San Antonio.

A selection committiee of onecol-
lege director and four high school
band directors, appointed by the
state band chalrman of TMEA, was
the group which met In August and
chose the La Ferin band to repre-
sent class AA bands In Texas., The
declsion was reached afier the com-
mittes listened ifo tape recordings
of the outstanding AA bands nomi-
nated from the sixteen music reg-
tone of the state, Crane High School
Band was the runner-up in AA.

Decembar 15955

%ﬁmﬂm Musicion—Texos Muslc Educate

-4



Galveston, Texas

TMEA Convention

February 20, 1959
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i)irector

gwitched bars midway 1E1rﬂ1lgh
his education at Baylor Univer- |
sy,

The change was from study of
law, which eventually leads to the
bar, to music, which entails bars
0o,

Fleuriet is phenomenally suc-
cessful in his progress from one
misical] bar to another as band
director at La Feria High School.
His Lion Band has won 36 con-
secutive first place ratings in all
phases of band performances
during the past 12 years,

Ag far

as is known in South|
Texas this is the longest string!

of Top Valley Baid
Switched ‘Bars’ in College

By HOYT HAGER
Caller-Times Staff Writer
LA FERIA — Don Fleuriet

ol musical friumphs current in
{ the state at this time.

Fleuriet's high school band in
1958 was designated the outstand-

ing Class AA concert band
Texas. It was invited to perform
at the Texas Music Educators'
Association convention in 1938 at
Galveston,

Fleuriet fields a 90 - piece
marching band, taken from a
roster of 130 voung musicians,
His high school band consists ol
musicians from the seventh
grade up to the 12th. Others are
in the jumior or beginner bands.

Fleuriet, born in New Orleans,
graduated from Baylor Univer-

sity in 1943 with a degree in bus-

iness administration,

Corpus Christi Caller
March 1960

inj

Y

entered the Marine Corps lor a
four-vear tour., He was commis-
sioned in 1345.

After World War 11 Fleuriet
entered Bavlor again to study
law. He played in the orchestra,
and switched his major to music
after one year of law study, His|
second degree from Baylor was a|
bachelor’s degree in music, after
which he received a master's
degree in music.

He became band -director at
Mercedes High in 1850 but stayed
only 90 days before he was recalled
into the Marines and spent a
year in Korea, He returned to the
Valley and La Feria in 1352 and
has been here since.

He iz married and has a one-

then| year-old son. '



If | had to pick the one most important quality from observing the
teaching of Don Fleuriet, it would have to be the care and
compassion he displayed toward each and every individual in the
band. He once told me, “Your overall band sound will only be as
strong as its weakest player. Get to know each and every student
and work with them — every chance you get.” | knew then what |
needed to do to become a successful teacher.

Roger L. Harms
Director of Music Education
Harlingen CISD

Having been associated with Mr. Fleuriet for the eight years period
from the 5™ grade through the completion of high school in the La
Feria School system, | withessed many of his significant
contributions to the educational system, the community, and the
individual students he taught.

He was the instrumental force behind the extremely successful
record of excellence associated with the La Feria Bands . . . that
accomplished goals unsurpassed by other organizations of any
size at any time.

Mr. Fleuriet achieved these results by teaching and mentoring
(his) students. Only much later in life did | recognize the diverse
educational skills necessary to teach and motivate kids through-
out such a wide (age range). His patience with the younger ones
and ability to challenge the older students offer a view into his
diverse educational expertise.

Mark Nothdurft
La Feria High School
Class of 1973



ANOTHER BIG HONOR FOR LA FERIA

Band Wins 32AA

e,

Award Again

New Boston; third — Kirbyville: held on the same vear as Class

-I;'-' LH I-.I'n' El"_'ll Hl_‘JHI'.rI
Band hes again been named the
outstonding concert band In the
ginte ol Texas n cluss AA

the band hos been
id to perform at the annual

g
As 0 result

frvi

stiale convention of the Texas
vl L | 1.:-1'51'!:!- ."I-"-"!'FL'I-H”III‘I.
Fhin vear's convention will be
held at the new civie center in

Dulles on 9.11.

his 18 the second consecutive

P Arsy

sMLe victory in as many tries [or
the [a Feria Band nd the HHE'_J
(e band has regeived this
covoiod - honor fwiee

Uhe judzes were appointed by
the Lt bond chairman of

TMEA and were composed of
one college director and six high
school band directors, This group
met in San Antonio o l,t..;-._l-i;_
end and chose the [La Feria
Biand as tops in its lass in the
state alter |i-.?:'.'-:'r|',{ for  several
nours o tape recordings of th
outstanding band Irom ecach ol
the seventeen Interscholastic
Leagite musie regions of Texas

Chiher closs AA bands which

placed are s [ollows: second —

fourth — Pleasanton: and fifth AA

Marlin.

{lass

AAAA

commpetition

DON FLEURIET
Band , Director

is

leven - numbered  vears),
while the Class AAA and Class
A bands compete on odd-num-
bered vears.

The results this vear in Class
AAAA are as follows: [irvst
Spring Branch (Houston); sec-
ond — Harlingen: third— Ama-
rillo; fourth — Laredo: and [ifth
— Lufkin. The Spring Branch
Band will alsa perlorm at the
convention in Dallas in Febru-
arv.

Last year the Class AAA wip-
ner was Weslaco and in Class
A it was Three Rivers.

“...the only time
any band has
received this coveted
honor twice”.



Don Fleuriet
Director

Don Fleuriet has been the director of bands in the
La Feria school system since August, 1952.

He was born in New Orleans and reared in the
Lower Rio Grande Valley where he was graduated
from Donna High School in 1939 and from Edinburg
Junior College in 1941, In 1943 he received the degree
of Bachelor of Business Administration from Baylor
University and then served for three years with the
U. S. Marine Corps.

Returning to college after World War II to study
music, he was assistant conductor of the Baylor Sym-
phony Orchestra and conductor of the Baylor Sum-
mer Symphony before receiving the Master of Music
degree in 1950. Following another tour of duty with
the Marine Corps in Korea, he became the band direc-
tor at La Feria High School.

Mr. Fleuriet has served for several years as a band
division officer in Region IX He is a member of Texas
Music Educators’ Association, Texas Bandmasters® Asso-
ciation and American School Band Directors’ Associa-
tion

1960-1961 La Feria

PROC

Excerpts from “Die Meistersinger . .. ...
TOCOOIE (isoiaai e ot e s i alte otiia: s osain
Allorséslen: ... coimin covan i s
Chicago Tribune March ..............

Procession and Interlude .............

TMEA Convention Dallas,

Tangoe. ‘for Band. ..cu s imvinin s o

Texas February 10, 1961

TR

High School Band

i RAM

................... Wagner-Osterling

.................. Frescobaldi-Slocum

Strauss-Davis

................ Chambers-Roberts

.................... Frederick Miller

Glenn Osser



Texas Music Educaters’ Association

Dallas Memorial Auditorium Cenfer

Friday, February 10, 1961

We. the Bosrd ol Educaiton of the La Ferin Tn-
dependent School District, and the ehtlzens of the La
Ferla community are presd o congratalage our band
om this outsianding schievemeny. W are interested not
only in the muslcal development of 1these students, bt
ilses in thelr growth as better citfeens throggh panicipe-
tion |n & cooperative ool charscter-building organizs-
(A1E]

We commend the Tesas Muste Eduoiion” Assoc]-
afldm for prowviding our young people enlightensd lead-
ership thromgh the years The high calibre of the mu
ticm| lllHllllin’Hl.:l:!II- i Ihl_- '\.q_'h.-lu.]-. .;.r HiT b IS b A
great extent dse 1o thelr untitbng eflopis,

Fl|u'|1|:| (= Brooks Jr., Prosident

E L Soyiler, ViceFPres I R Adans, Jr., Sec'v.
Lboyd AL La Pund |- E. MeDasald, v
F|'||1. 'I'||.| Ju&ln £ White




Don used to rap his director's baton on the edge of a music stand
to help keep a steady beat. The baton being fiber glass used to
come apart on the end and Don would wrap tape around the end
to hold the baton together.

Don carried a clip board every where he went. Notes written all
over it and thick with little sheets piled on little sheets held by the
clip. He did that better than if he had a computer.

Don used to say, "a band director had to be consistently insistent
while teaching a kid."

Don Fleuriet at La Feria, Carl Seale at Harlingen and Perry Suggs
at Edcouch-Elsa were the only bands in the Valley that marched
left foot on the yard line.

Don was my idol, my mentor, my traveling companion and my
closest friend.

Perry Suggs
Texarkana, Texas

Few, if any, of the many people that have been part of the LFISD
family have made more contributions to LFISD and to the many
students who have been educated in the system than Mr. Fleuriet.
He was not only a great teacher, but an inspiration for excellence
to hundreds if not thousands of LFISD band students over the
many years that he was band director.

D. Bradley Kizzia
La Feria High School
Class of 1973



1964 AA HONOR BAND

L. ¥, I FEYERRY Y

THH LA FERIA HIGH Schoo]l Band and as n oresult has amassed an um-  marching, and slght resding. This ree-

has been named 1he outstanding. brogen sinng of 50 congecutive first orel was begun in 1848 by Alr. Warren

coficiirl band in Texis in claxe  divislon ratings in concert playving, Relty who was director of the band for
KA Ax 0 rospll, 1B has been neiled fouir veprs
Lo perriormm pl the annual comvention of La Ferig, with a population of aﬂm_
the Texas Music Educators' Association 5 located In the heart of the Lower Rio
in Dallas n Februars Lrande Vallew, Tolal school enrolliment

This is the third TMEA Honor Band B 1400; high school enrollment k- 300.
award won by the La Feria Band in There are 137 studénts partcipating in
three tries. the band programm, which ancludes 96

Thie director of the 90-plece Band s In the senjor bamncd, 2 in the janior
Don Fleurtet, who 18 in his thirteenth band, pnd 21 11 the beginner band, The

it in that capact ME. Flurlel i beginmer band |3 compesed of [Ofth

prmaluinle of e High Sehoal and pracders snd  the lunlor band of sixih
Edinburg Junior Lol b wnlds BBA, graders All pludents move info i
AN, w0 ilerees Trom Bavlor genlor bDand upon endering the seventh
Lrniweraits grade,

The La Ferin Band ho n et - The band progrom ot LoFerin Is ms-
vidble contest record—il has revelved gisted by a very active band parents’
anly firsl division matings of all iypes associntion. Each year this group spon-

of vonlesis for the past sixteen vears, Mr. Don Fleurick rors B barbecue and =ells concert tickels

—_ i ralse fumds for mainienance and re-
“This is the third TMEA Honor Band award placemeont of wniforms. This vear a

Eand Exes' Homecoming will be held

won by the La Feria Band in three tries.” in conjunction with the annoal October
= | . = barbecus, at which tme the band par-
— r’t x J cnis’ nssociatlon will give specinl rfec-
v ogmitian 10 e band and s former
a members for having received 50 eon-

socullve firsl divizion contest rutings

A highlight of the band's yearly ac-
tivities is iis three-day winier concert
tour, During the past {en years, il has
played concerls at school  assemblics
throughoul central and south Texas.

A panel of seven judges, appointed
by the TMEA band chairman, met In
July and chose the five best AA bands
by ouditing fape recordings submitied
by the top AA band from esch of the
sevenieen misic regions of the state,
The La Feria Band's selecilons were
London Pageant by Melachring, Finale
from Death and Transfiguration by
Strauss, and the fourth movement of
Symphony Mo. 5 by Dworak.

Cher AA bands ranked by the judges
are Kenedy, second; Bishop, third: De
Kalb, fourth: and Industrial (Vander-
balty, fifih.

Southwestern Musicion — Texas Music Educator October, 1964
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Plaque To Be

Presented

rize Winning Band

The Hameroming barbecue, spon-
sorpd By I La Feria Band Par |
Bl Assoctaiion, will be Bkl Sal-
unfsly, Oginber 18, Ffrom 3 En B
por. ot the Migh scheol  calmera

Hizklight 6f 1he svening wif] B

iacluide huirbscued chlchen, palals
rulad, bakwd heamd, plokles, o
ftms, hivad, omd eofee Cold
drinks, pie, ond calis will be avalk

_..hlv al pomine] prices, and 1here

will be pletes ™5 go."

LA FERIA, CAMERON COUNTY, TEMAS, THURSDAY, OCTOOER 1, bW

T AT - ®

s apeeial ceresimy by the Bamd | K Wayne Jackle, over-sll chabr.
Paress’ Associstion, presesiing a | man of {he barbscoe, e=nd B8 abey

pligpae 1o e eesd Wedring them | amivied by wverad  commibiee

for whemlng W eooseowtive [0 et ! chabmeen, Bafl Dusaway s chiel
divimie  chinlésf rotinge amd chres €hel W charge of harbocucing the
~conpecubiye staie champamahips ehhciEn

This art ol (he proerams will This gwepd, beld npually s e
Lake I'lur:.-r gt T pm u::uj spocial | 181l Iy one of the two major fnd-
J s i B
recogniten will b ghven o all : m:l'iﬂnu?lr-;d.. 'IF'I":_:_?:" ,‘EE_
A Fens &k ¥ L 4
i - L ||rrq;J1|; band wio help- tlon. The ether Iy b sl of
it Win fhiesd DDEOTY | -y ':!E:l‘ll'l.l Fickeiy bo Eh-l hhd'i
Hooared, guest of the wvesing| oo i By Oy
will ba Mr. Wesren ResSE of AUS | oonn s b i crpanizasion Are
1im,. ‘who -.I:_rr-.'u-]. it hand 6| e epodr Herren dv. prea-
P dent: Ehrl Dusaway, vioe - poosk
Pereciny Don Florin aed . 16| depe: and Mo Cerils Smith, -
La Feria Hamd will play: & B | rpry - tressgrs
gram & marches and UEht con- | Tichats e priced at §1.38 for
o] musik, [leocurisg ohe best- | sdolis and Y§ cemip o simbemis
knmwn atmgs of (he lagvous Ameril- | @ s being seld by memhers
o oFmpoeer, Crde  POTHEr. Il'lr the enior R |usan bands,
The condpd Wil boghe af & :{ll Taks thiz 'opporamity 1o ooy
por and conelode @l TiM poed | comcers By yous  chamfionsng
The mamy foc the evemng Wil | high schoil  tmand,

Proclamation

WHEREAS -« The L& Ferla High Scheol Band kot wen 20 con-
snedfivg st diwivion retisgy Ia the paat 16 cons
secubive yoafs, whick | & stabe record,

WHEREAS - Tha La Feria High Scheol Bamd bat wen I con
sacufive shate champigaihipi im clagn AA, which
it & stale recond,

WHEREAS .- The La Feria High Schaol Band has Browght
henar and eredil fo Fhe city of La Faria, S

| kereby proclaim Saturday, October 18, L Faria Band Day in

recogrition of snd sppreciption for the effaris of thiv autstands

:rlq qrg.:n.uri-nn. and ity directsr, ke, Dos Flawrist,

W. E Hollay, Mayos

PRICE 10c

N

Proclamation

Whereas—The La Feria High School Band has
won 50 consecutive first division ratings in the
past 16 consecutive years, which is a state
record,

Whereas—The La Feria High School Band has
won 3 consecutive state championships in class
AA, which is a state record,

Whereas—The La Feria High School Band has
brought honor and credit to the city of La Feria,

| hereby proclaim Saturday, October 10, La Feria
Band Day in recognition of and appreciation for
the efforts of this outstanding organization and
its director, Mr. Don Fleuriet.

W.E. Holley, Mayor

THE CLIMAX OF “LA FERIA BAND DA Y"—was the prosentation ceremonies by the

Band Parents Association ﬂf. thee plague (o the band bonorng thom (o
consecutive first diviston ratings and three consecubive state championships.

wWarrmng
L A

L. M. ‘Martin IIT is shown macing the presentation, in behail of the Band Parents As-

soc.ation, to La Ferin High School Band of revtor,
iormer band director of the LEHS band, Iooks on.
12, Mr. Fleuriet presented the piagoe to the 1964 band
The ceremony was al seven o'ciock Saturday evening durin:
cue held at ‘the School Cafeteria.

Don Fleumet while  Warres Jn!.a._l?u
Mr. Redir led the band feom 1948 1o
presidient,  Hubh Carnscoms
M noiual Hand  Baphes
(Sterling Prince Photo)



TMEA Convention

La Pans bighl

Dallas, Texas

Sehosl Bard

PROG RAM

Paisacaglia in & Minaor
Sea Songs - Quick March

First Swite in Eb
Chaconne

Liebosfod from “Tristan und holde™
Amparito Roca — Spannik March

Tha Blus and tha Er.i'r'

February 11, 1865

Haoaston Bright
Ralph Yaugkan Williams

Sustaw Haolik

Rickard w.-pqnﬂr
Jaime Texidar

Clare Grundman

Elem rrasnel Kid Bees iha dediie Wl hakdls 18
e Lo Furla uchost spnbem dmcy Aaged, (92

Mg wins bars jo MHew Deliams snd imared la P
Lirmdi B Gowrde Valley whitra ks wea gradesied
fram Daema High  Shosl W 191Y and Frem Edis
ke deiiet College i 741, e |54) be soccieed
Het ' digitine of Bosibalir @ Bwiiinmis  Mafabads fiad

Trigem Baghie Urevergibp and the sarrpd far Hrms

poarn wath e UL 5 Marine Coipa.
Putraleg T dplbeps dligs Werld Wai 1l dg 12edy

mwaki, i wai saiibesl cendeiier ol ihe Baplar

Cegbayl

* ~p jonsdgadpr ol My Baples
FS hprep ingaeroag e iy uf
bl Jugrpe Nawisy anabbmi e of
Wby il il Bl mein Coduifis Wi bon fian pmw #ha
masl b

I imaaa Mils Ede
Teikgi Sesdwmaghiern’ Adss

i bdad dirhilas altfiaes 1



Although my primary interest was sports, there was not a coach or
other school teacher who was as motivating or influential to me. |
know of countless others of varying ages who attended the La
Feria Schools who have expressed the same sentiment. His
lasting message was to prepare, work hard, and be successful at
whatever we chose. He made it acceptable to be an athlete yet

still experience the teamwork a successful concert or marching
band demanded. Though his reputation afforded the opportunity
to move to larger schools with larger budgets, it is remarkable that
he chose to spend his entire career in the La Feria Schools.

Dan Matthews, DDS
La Feria High School
Class of 1973

Mr. Fleuriet began his influence with me in the 5" grade while at
Roosevelt Middle School. He continued to influence me through
high school and onwards through my adult life. | attribute my life-
long appreciation of music to Mr. Fleuriet. He pushed me to reach
my fullest potential in the band and fostered a true spirit of caring.

Becky Goza Reeves
La Feria High School
Class of 1977
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TEN CENTS

DON FLEURIET
RE-ELECTED .
' SECRETARY

Don Fleurlet, director of bands
at La Ferin High School was re-
elected to serve as secretary of
Hegion XV Band Divectors Diwvi-
sion at a meeting Wednesday, May
17, at the Weslaco High School
Band Hall in Weslaco.
| Other officers elected for the
scool year 196768, were Pete
Cisneros, director of Bands at
Fhare - San Juan - Alamo High
School as chairman and Lee Boyd
3"'1“%%@. Jr., divector of Bands
a inburg High School, as vice
Rainre

—— e

= o

The Region XV nominees for
the state wide selection for Honor
Band were selected. The AAA no-
minee is the Mission High School
Band directed by D. P. MeNal
len and representing the other
Classes will be Lamar Junior High
School Band of McAllen dirocied
by Ronald Smith.

Tape recordings of both of these
bands will be submitted to a com-
mittee of outstanding band direc-
lors from throughout th'e state.
The committee will convene in Au-
gust al the Texas Bandmaster As-
sociallon meeting in San  Antonio
to hedr the nominees from the
hfteen regions of the state. They
will select one band in each class

P -

o present a concert at the Texas

tors: Convention to be
goruary 1968 in Austin.

“This is the
band’s fifty-
seventh
consecutive
first division
rating at all
types of
contests,
which is a
state record.”

-l
LA FERIA HIGH =2CHOOL. BAND MNMEECTOER Don
Flsmirlel shown holdisg s sSmbar trophy 4o dhe oo nelded
o ther Binge ovdlietion of honor drophbes won (g 1he Bamd
for twir 5Tih sftwmilght FIRST DHIVISION (SUPERIOR)
ratimmg b the Pirskin Mosic Jubilee st Satunday night in
Wislaea,  Fheuriet began his 18h yoir o8 divector of tlae
La Feria High School band, during which tisme the Band
s Dokl nperfect  revordd (o EtEte Peoend o) of “hoge
rating " in nll paricipetions of sipht reading:, conoert and
FRLATIEE aveTTLE, Sl Photo]

57th Consecutive First
Division Rating Won
Saturday In Weslaco

For  ihe nineloenll s s A Pty ol fusde nreirites e ¥
mw The La ¥evism Filgh Srtn | Usbvorwiy  loierschslasile  Disgun,
Tl woidl pogieled @ S divisis | D, Pabrick wes  Direiiar [ n

imipmriar]  raiing @ e eorsal | Fleuret's high schaosl bam]  Soade

marching oomiest, This in o besls | o n D

fifir = mvonth (el v Farmri Conbesi  fuick were Mr, Jo@

ivisbon raging o wll Gpes of com | Framk of Fhclardson, Me, Maricn

iy, witsih W o5 mNls el Musty of Corpud Criell, sod M,
The ncrosken for mmber 57 wes | EEis Lisahe of Aksfm

e Twonty « founl smvml Pipddn | Tatmge for &l the s woe oS

Mk Jehilew Badel lnst Ramssrdoy | et

migla =1 Wenlary bifiore 3000 wpwer- Chaiga O Nl Jumiar Hligh 1

lubord, The Pigskis  Sharie Jubiles | Class OO Wealseo . Jorkas Tligh
¥ the nilessl Uinersiy Interschie | 1T Bdsbang Junrke lgh T

lswiln Lessme marciing conbew] Ior {lamm 01 Eeed Jeflvram Juns

May, 1967 b Jtis Oramde Vialley ol ks Bigh (P8540 TIEL Wesl Jis

Thaw e livEr Baneis i JEEE hariber Mgl P44 Ji

el plagyed o erilcises and oal- Llew A7 Banis Hoss Y

g, amad over 1500 siodesls pard | Cless AA* ILs Jova 11, Loe
el In ik ediien]  Gresd | Preses . Bs Hosls TV, Ll
Fimii b N, Peetl limbel W, La ¥ T
Thii wairs Floik was & sahis Clam AN 1o Corande Ciy 11,
Wy mar gredl alabe Gl Tis ad B ) Wrlsoo 1 oo Ela L s
Midisl  ham! iyl "Oiea,™ | mombadles [, Masbsn | Sercodod
Ve i e iy of Tosns mnll | T Dosma 11

il 1 Tonwsi Thae Tomsa." Chaer AAAAT Toreaeville 1. Dleres

Ui o the oemaiuefry of LR Megew 17, Theirr - Sam Jdenn + Al
mhmkacd lahdd wed [, Nelssi- 0. | oo 1, FBiokbene 1, Sloilles [, Saa
Perch ol Auting wha bn (he & Benlio L



LFHS Band
Awarded
25thPigskin

Iwentydive  1omes D
Feria LB | | P 1Y ";||l':'-_'l.|
marchung confest mnd ".!..Jl|.'._-\.'
Iiwer Tames has wan a first
v ian ral kg

The tatesi oocasion was ihe
Xird mnnual  Pogskin  Musie
dtlsilis=  held lastl  Saturday
wght af barbee Foeld in
Weslnon, This was the aflicial
Universily  Inlerschol nst i
Leaghiae imarching condesi far
Hio Grande Valley bands

The Grande Finake, with
over  Jd  bhand sudents
nuirchung together, [estured
v ieral '\-l_-:---; ({1 iat ajvdl  for
malions in recognition of our
Beeenlesinial

Judpes were Robent Boialo
of Lareda, Edward 2amors of
Porl Lavacs, and Jobn Bridges
oo San  Anbon o

e La Fieria Band was the
anily band in Cameron County
0 receive 4 lop rating

||..|II|:|.|-:_-| o all Il.'.lll-l'_'n .'.l;.-:'r-
gehoal bands wre a8 [ollows

Cliss A San Isidro 171

Cliss AAr La Feria 1, Zapata
I, La Joyhn 1, Santa Rosa 111,
Hin Hondo 101, Sharviand 1110
The bands froem Lyfard, Por
[Eabel; pndd Livs Fresn ot did not
L AREL |

Claks AAA: Donna 1. Rio
Giramade City 1, Edeowsch-Elsa
W, Mercedes 11 Ravmondville
2d nol enter ;

Class AAAA |-'.r]||J.|,|_q |
Moadlen [, Weslaea | Pharr
=ih GJuameAlamo 1, Harlimpen
B, Mission I, Browmsville

Hanna 1], Bresrsville Portor
11, San Benito 111

“Twenty-five times the La Feria

Band has entered marching

contest, and twenty-five times

has won a first division rating.”
1975

1978/1979
La Feria High School Band
Don'’s final high school band




3]st consecutive year

band takes top honors

For the l1st consecutive year the La
Ferin High School Band was awarded a
first division rating in concert playing at
the University Interscholastic League
regional band contest st Pan American
University in Edinburg on Wednesday,

-April 25.

some of the written comments of the
judges were "'A very fine performance...
some really beautiful sounds...this is a

great band."

The judges wre Lee Boyd Momi-

- gomery, Austin, Roberto Botello, Larédo |

and Humberto Gonzales, Hebbhronville.
In the sight-reading competition the
band was swarded & seccond division

#

rating.

The following are the ratings for the
Valley Class AA bands (the first rating is
concert; the second is sight-reading):

La Feria 1, II; Lyford 1, ﬂi:?ﬂ.“tlllhﬂ;
I, 1: Sharyland I, 1I; Los Fresnos Ik I1:

Zapata 11, 11l; Ric Hondo M1, IV.

i

The La Feria Band will present its final |
spring concert on Tuesday, May 15, in the |

high school auditorium.

1979

Don’s bands earned a

1st division rating

EVERY year at UIL

concert contest.

Tribute

by a band student in
school newspaper

1979

Linda's

By Linda Lievens

I'd like to dedi-
cate my column this
time to a very spe-
cial teacher whom I;

and other band sen-
iors, have admired
since we started

band eight years ago.
This special person
is Mr, Don Fleuriet,

band director.

When we band.sen-
iors sat down one
day and thought

about the days when
we were younger band

stgﬁents, we won-
dered how 1in the
world Mr. Fleuriet

put up with us--and
he's been putting up
with kids
if not worse, for a
long time.

like us,

It takes a man

with a unique out-
look on life to be
able to put up with

the bad jokes, smart,
remarks, band tours,
and the generally
welrd situations we
involved him in.
Looking on the

fancy

serious side, he is
the type of person
that comes along
only once in a life-
time. Bacause of Mr.
Fleuriet's superb
training, he has
lead the band to re-

ceive first place
ratings for 31
consecutive Vears.
He not onply takes
pride in his work
but puts out a deep

interest in the band
--as a whole and in-
dividaally.

) Speaking for the
senior band members,
I would qust like to
thank Mr. Fleuriet,
in this small way,
for the time, pa-
tience and under-
standing he had for
us and to tell him
how much we respect
and love him after
eight long years. '

It's sad to be
leaving after May 31,
but we like to think
he has given a part
of himself to see us
through until the
next band reunion.



When | was a first-year band director in Rio Hondo, | had the
dubious pleasure of having to compete with Don Fleuriet’s bands.
It was an impossible task to compete because no one, virtually in
the entire state, could put a band on the field or the stage that had
the maturity and technical expertise that Mr. Fleuriet’s bands
possessed. | cannot help but think that the literally thousands of
students that Mr. Fleuriet touched remember with great pride the
accomplishments they attained under his directorship. Moreover,
| know that they call on, maybe consciously or unconsciously, the
daily lessons of life that they learned in Don Fleuriet’s bands.

Allan R. Brumley
Harlingen, Texas

(Mr. Fleuriet) taught numerous students to play instruments, read
music, and understand music theory. Along with regular band
duties, he also encouraged and coached select students to
personally compete in area music competitions with excellent
results. His work allowed many students, who otherwise would
not have had the opportunity, to participate in a challenging and
rewarding group experience. Mr. Fleuriet’s music selections
allowed students from a variety of backgrounds to experience
classical composers, Broadway musicals, and other music
besides the current popular music. Mr. Fleuriet’s high standards
for performance were lessons that his band students carried with
them beyond high school.

Beth Briscoe Carson
La Feria High School
Class of 1973
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WITH LOVE--Don Fleurlet, who s stepplog down as director of the LFHS band
afier 17 years, rocelved a special plague from Guil Groham Brandi, who
ropresenied lormer band members and those who atiended the recent band reanbon
weekend. [Meven Phain by Al Villsrrsall

1979

FLEURIET HONORED

Former LFHS
band players
enjoy reunion

A reunton of past La Fera band
members covering a 30-year span was
celebrated the week of May 25-26.

The reunion began Friday with a plcnic
held at Dean Porter Park in Brownsville.
Festivities continued Saturday when band
exes joined together for a “'rehearsal’
session @t the band hall.

A banquet honoring Don  Fleurlet,
director of the La Feria band, was held @
Richard's Gold Room in Harlingen
Saturday evening. Highlighting the occa-
slon was the presentation of a gift to
Fleuriet by former band members.

He was given a five-day trip for two to
Mexico City along with a plagque which
read “"You gave us & love for music. We
give you simply our Jove.*'

A plaque was also presented, in
absentia, to Warren Reitz, band director
from 1948 to 1952. He was unsble to
attend the reunion due to ill health,

Entertainment by ex band members,
dancing and socializing followed the
presentafions.

The band reunion marked the end of
Fleuriet's 27 years as the only band
director at La Ferin. During his tenure, the
high school band received 27 consecutive
first division ratings at UIL concert
contests and 20 first division ratings at
Pigskin Music Jubilee.

Also, under his direction, the La Ferin
Band won four state championships in
TMEA concert band competition, This is a
state record.

This fall Fleuriet will be the assistant
to Solomon Banda, who will be the new

head band director for the La Feria public
rrhiude



Bandlegend
ends career

BY JANET EROOKS

If suceess in life is to be measured by the-influence tor
good that one has upon another, then Don Fleuriet is
living a most successful life indeed. He is retiring at the
end of this school year after 34 years of teaching music
to a generation of La Feria students.

Fleuriet came to La Feria ISD to replace Warren Reitz
as high school band director in August, 1952, The high
school possessed the oanly performing band in the school
district for 27 vyears and Fleuriet was its director during
that time, Under his leadership, the La Feria High Schaool
band _made only first division ratings in both concert
and marching contests.

Fleuriet also has the distinction of being the only band
director in Texas who has ever had four bands named
state champions in the AA conference (now AAA) by the
Texas Music Educators Assn.

Seven years ago he became band director at Vail Middle
School and has consistently produced outstanding junior
high bands.

He rounded out his career in La Feria with his current
band having won straight first in concert and sight-reading
contest this year.

Upon retirement, Fleuriet, his wife Cathy and daughter
Christina will be making their home in Austin and will
reside at 3213 Capsicum Cove,

All La Feria wishes him Godspeed and wants him to
know he will be sarely missed and long remembered with
affection and pride,
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Whe is netiriug frowe Lo Ferin schools
abter 34 years of guiding oun youtk
The childven witf miss you ...
but, mast of off,
we alf with nememben you.
Good Luckl
¥irst National Bank
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You gave us a love for music.
We give you simply our love.

Plaque presented to Don Fleuriet
by former band members
June, 1979



