
“If success in life is to be measured by the influence for good 
that one has upon another, then Don Fleuriet (lived) a most 
successful life indeed.” 

La Feria News, May 22, 1986 









“The La Feria High School 
band was again given a First 
Division rating in the Class 
A bands, which makes the 
nineteenth consecutive First 
Division rating for the band 
in the past six and one-half 
years.  This is a record 
among the Valley bands.” 



His influence on me as a band student in his small town La Feria band was 
immeasurable, but no other single individual had as much influence on the 
direction of my professional life as did Don Fleuriet. It seemed that when 
my career came to a crossroad Don Fleuriet was there with just the right 
directional sign to turn right, turn left or go straight. Example one is the 
letter to the Dean of the school of music from which I took my first degree; 
the second was when he used his influence to help me to secure a major 
teaching position after graduate school; the others came in the form of 
regular informal evaluations of my teaching made possible by the close 
proximity of the school districts in which we worked. Living and teaching 
in adjacent towns in the Rio Grande Valley, where it was a common activity 
to visit each other's band halls to critique each other's work, led to a life-
time friendship and mutual regard for each other's work. 
 

Carl Seale, Doctor of Musical Arts 
       Conductor Emeritus,  

Valley Symphony Orchestra and Chorale 
       Professor Emeritus, Department of Music,  

       University of Texas-Pan American 

Mr. Fleuriet dedicated his life to the students and band of La Feria 
Schools.  He touched so many lives and made a dramatic impact on the 
quality of the music in an amazing amount of students throughout the 
years that he was alive. 
 

            Jana Lee Jones Gondran 
             La Feria High School 

             Class of 1977 



La Feria band was the only band in any class to win: 
 

1st Division Concert & Sightreading 
Sweepstakes Trophy 

And 
Best Concert Band 

 
1955 



“The record of the band under the direction of 
Don Fleuriet speaks for itself.  And what a  
record!  Don has taken a good band and made 
it into a superior band during the six years that 
he has been here.” 



I believe he distinguished himself from all other educators in the 
school district at the time, because he did it alone.  He alone put the 
school’s band on the Texas map, not only for concert music  
competitions, but marching contests as well.  The La Feria High 
School Band was always the band to beat, and it was an awesome 
emotion to feel every time we marched on the field or raised our  
instruments to play a piece, particularly when the announcer said, 
“Under the direction of Don Fleuriet.”  He was clearly respected by 
his peers. 
 
He always exemplified utmost professionalism and he demanded it 
from his students.  Of all the teachers in my 12 years in the La Feria 
district, Mr. Fleuriet is the only educator that I can point to today and 
say that his mentoring had a positive influence in my life.  And today, 
my own children’s involvement in music and band is a reflection of 
his inspiration. 
 
A true educator gives of his personal time in order for his students 
to succeed, and Mr. Fleuriet did that too.  I’m confident that it was 
gratifying for him when his students were successful, but what he 
may not have ever known were the influential seeds of character and 
self-esteem that he planted in many of us.  I am honored and  
privileged to have been one of his students. 
 
          Leticia Cantu Lowe 

          La Feria High School 
          Class of 1976 





TMEA Convention 
Galveston, Texas     February 20, 1959 



Corpus Christi Caller  
March 1960 



If I had to pick the one most important quality from observing the 
teaching of Don Fleuriet, it would have to be the care and  
compassion he displayed toward each and every individual in the 
band.  He once told me, “Your overall band sound will only be as 
strong as its weakest player.  Get to know each and every student 
and work with them – every chance you get.”  I knew then what I 
needed to do to become a successful teacher. 
 

        Roger L. Harms 
        Director of Music Education 

        Harlingen CISD 

Having been associated with Mr. Fleuriet for the eight years period 
from the 5th grade through the completion of high school in the La 
Feria School system, I witnessed many of his significant  
contributions to the educational system, the community, and the 
individual students he taught. 
 
He was the instrumental force behind the extremely successful 
record of excellence associated with the La Feria Bands . . . that 
accomplished goals unsurpassed by other organizations of any 
size at any time. 
 
Mr. Fleuriet achieved these results by teaching and mentoring 
(his) students.  Only much later in life did I recognize the diverse 
educational skills necessary to teach and motivate kids through-
out such a wide (age range).  His patience with the younger ones 
and ability to challenge the older students offer a view into his  
diverse educational expertise. 
 

             Mark Nothdurft 
             La Feria High School 

             Class of 1973 









Few, if any, of the many people that have been part of the LFISD 
family have made more contributions to LFISD and to the many 
students who have been educated in the system than Mr. Fleuriet.  
He was not only a great teacher, but an inspiration for excellence 
to hundreds if not thousands of LFISD band students over the 
many years that he was band director. 
 

       D. Bradley Kizzia 
       La Feria High School 

       Class of 1973 

Don used to rap his director's baton on the edge of a music stand 
to help keep a steady beat.  The baton being fiber glass used to 
come apart on the end and Don would wrap tape around the end 
to hold the baton together.    
 

Don carried a clip board every where he went.  Notes written all 
over it and thick with little sheets piled on little sheets held by the 
clip.  He did that better than if he had a computer.   
 

Don used to say, "a band director had to be consistently insistent 
while teaching a kid."     
 

Don Fleuriet at La Feria, Carl Seale at Harlingen and  Perry Suggs 
at Edcouch-Elsa were the only  bands in the Valley that marched 
left foot on the yard line.   
 

Don was my idol, my mentor, my traveling companion and my 
closest friend.      
 

          Perry Suggs 
          Texarkana, Texas 



“This is the third TMEA Honor Band award 
won by the La Feria Band in three tries.” 



Proclamation 
 

Whereas—The La Feria High School Band has 
won 50 consecutive first division ratings in the 
past 16 consecutive years, which is a state  
record, 
Whereas—The La Feria High School Band has 
won 3 consecutive state championships in class 
AA, which is a state record, 
Whereas—The La Feria High School Band has 
brought honor and credit to the city of La Feria, 
 
I hereby proclaim Saturday, October 10, La Feria 
Band Day in recognition of and appreciation for 
the efforts of this outstanding organization and 
its director, Mr. Don Fleuriet. 

W.E. Holley, Mayor 





Although my primary interest was sports, there was not a coach or 
other school teacher who was as motivating or influential to me.  I 
know of countless others of varying ages who attended the La 
Feria Schools who have expressed the same sentiment.  His  
lasting message was to prepare, work hard, and be successful at 
whatever we chose.  He made it acceptable to be an athlete yet 
still experience the teamwork a successful concert or marching 
band demanded.  Though his reputation afforded the opportunity 
to move to larger schools with larger budgets, it is remarkable that 
he chose to spend his entire career in the La Feria Schools. 
 
            Dan Matthews, DDS 
            La Feria High School 

            Class of 1973 

Mr. Fleuriet began his influence with me in the 5th grade while at 
Roosevelt Middle School.  He continued to influence me through 
high school and onwards through my adult life.  I attribute my life- 
long appreciation of music to Mr. Fleuriet.  He pushed me to reach 
my fullest potential in the band and fostered a true spirit of caring. 
 
             Becky Goza Reeves 
             La Feria High School 

             Class of 1977 



“This is the 
band’s fifty-
seventh  
consecutive 
first division 
rating at all 
types of  
contests, 
which is a 
state record.” 

May, 1967 



“Twenty-five times the La Feria 
Band has entered marching 
contest, and twenty-five times 
has won a first division rating.” 

1975 

1978/1979 
La Feria High School Band 
Don’s final high school band 



1979 
Don’s bands earned a 
1st division rating 
EVERY year at UIL  
concert contest. 

Tribute  
by a band student in 
school newspaper 

1979 



(Mr. Fleuriet) taught numerous students to play instruments, read 
music, and understand music theory.  Along with regular band  
duties, he also encouraged and coached select students to  
personally compete in area music competitions with excellent  
results.  His work allowed many students, who otherwise would 
not have had the opportunity, to participate in a challenging and 
rewarding group experience.  Mr. Fleuriet’s music selections  
allowed students from a variety of backgrounds to experience 
classical composers, Broadway musicals, and other music  
besides the current popular music.  Mr. Fleuriet’s high standards 
for performance were lessons that his band students carried with 
them beyond high school. 

 
         Beth Briscoe Carson 
         La Feria High School 

         Class of 1973 

When I was a first-year band director in Rio Hondo, I had the  
dubious pleasure of having to compete with Don Fleuriet’s bands.  
It was an impossible task to compete because no one, virtually in 
the entire state, could put a band on the field or the stage that had 
the maturity and technical expertise that Mr. Fleuriet’s bands  
possessed.  I cannot help but think that the literally thousands of 
students that Mr. Fleuriet touched remember with great pride the 
accomplishments they attained under his directorship.  Moreover, 
I know that they call on, maybe consciously or unconsciously, the 
daily lessons of life that they learned in Don Fleuriet’s bands. 
 
             Allan R. Brumley 
             Harlingen, Texas 



1979 



1986 



1986 



You gave us a love for music. 
We give you simply our love. 

Plaque presented to Don Fleuriet 
by former band members 

June, 1979 


