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o770 PARIS
Born: June 7, 1704 Munger, Texas
Education through high school:
Hubbard, Texas
Hillsboro, Texas
Mesia, Texas
Colleges and Institutions:

1924-19246 Westminster College Tehuacana, Texas

12246 Certificate of Graduation (2 vear Institution?

Morth Texas State Teachers Cpllegs benton, Texas
1930 Bachelor of Arts Degree in Music

Houston Conservatory of Fusic Houston, Texas
1939 HBachslor of Music Degree

Vanderconk School of Music Chicago, Illinois
1941 Master of Music Degree

Teaching % Band Careers

1926—-1927 McCanles Schopl near Dawson, Texas Teacher
1927=1928 Burleson School near Kirvin, Texas Taacher
19281933 Munger, Texas Teacher
193541957 Kilgore, Texas Band
1937-1942 Alvin, Texas Band
1945—-1947 Texas City, Texas Band
Fearland, Texas Hand
19461951 Friendswood, Texas Frincipal-—Coach—Band-Teacher
19591971 Houston, Texas Teacher

ilnited States Armed Service
1742-1945 Li. 5. Navy

Other Employment:

1245
1951 =1955
1953-195%9

Moteworthy:

American National Insuwrance Co
Face Fiano Co of Houston, Texas
Faris Fianp Enterprise

1741 Chairman of Texas Music Educators fssociation Region V

17848 Jtto Faris Hand Scholarship Established

fAivin High Schooil

ABlvin, Texzas

19595= FHI BETA MU Texas Bandmasters HALL of FAME
THMEA Headguarters Austin, Texas

Fresent Interests and Activities:

Resides in Huntsville, Teunas

1995 Fhotography, Golf, Gardening, Computer "Mania®
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o770 PARIS

OTTO FARIS was born June 7, 19204 in Munger, Texas (Limestone County) at
the family farm home to Henry and Ella Kendall Faris, the third of six
children. £fs a youngster, he begam calling himself "Henry  Otto Faris
hecause he wanted a double name "like evervone else". His school days
began near the rural cotton—farming community of Hubbard, Texas in a
small one—room building called School #74. He continued his schooling
in Hillshoro, Texas 1920-1921 where he worked in a boarding house to
pay for his "keep" and education. His mother had given him a cornet
and Hillsboro had a band director! He moved on to Hubbard, Texas for
the 1971-1927 school yvear. He played in the Hubbard City Band.
However , the director departed, leaving the band without leadership.

So, the town merchants took up a collection for a salary and hired OTTO .

to direct the band——his first band at age 17. EBetween 1922-1%224 he
worked on the farm: then, eventually accepted a scholarship to play
high school baseball in Mexia, Texas. There he supplemented his living
by working in a grocery store.

He attended Westminster College in Tehuacana, Texas 1924-19246 on a
baseball scholarship, playing catcher. He also plaved end on the
football team {(weighing 135 lbs. dripping wet). Otto played cornet in
the Moody Orchestra at Westminster. During this same period, he also
played with the "Jackson Might Owls" dance band in Mexia, Texas. He
was selscted "Best 811-Around Boy" of the college in 1226. On June 7,
19246 he married Ruth East whom he had met at Westminster.

Mr. Paris began his school teaching career at McCanles Schocl {(commonly
callied "Chicken Bristles") near Dawson,Texas 1926-1%37; Burleson School
near Kirvin, Texas 1927-1%928; then at Munger, Texas School 1928-1933.
During this period, he attended summer school sessions at North Texas
State Teachers College in Denton, Texas receiving his Bachelor of Arts
Degree in Music in 1930. While at North Texas, he directed and played
in the college dance orchestra and worked as a lifeguard. In 19392, he-
recesived a HBachelor of Music Degree From the Houston Conservatory of
Music, Houston, Texas and a Master of Music Degree from the Vandercook
School of Music of Chicago, Illinois in 1941.

tto Faris established band programs in several Texas schools

starting in Kilgore, 1933-1937. A harmonica club was the foundation
for the Kilgore High School Band. With Mr. Sam Parker, he organized,
directed and played in the Kilgore Stage Band and the Kilgors Junior
Colliege Hand. In 1937, Alvin High School lured him there to initiate a
band program. During his tenure there, 1237-1942, he made a lasting
impression of bandsmanship and creativity. His bands consistently won
top ratings at all regional, state, and national band meets. He created
sensational "lighted" night routines that his band performed at
athletic svents. The band participated in parades of distinction
throughout the state. The community of Alvin was proud of the band and
its progress, and showed it by boosting &11 of its activities.

The Alvin "Yellowijacket" Band made a concert and vacation tour through
West Texas, New Mexico and Mexico in 1938 seeing Carlsbad Caverns, the
Alamo, the peaks of Texas and other historical landmarks. This was a
first—time experience for most of the band members.




Mr. Faris collaborated with Coach Dave Engman in 1938 to compose the
"Alvin Fight Song". The song was played and sung to arcuse the
fighting spirit of the =chool.

In 1240 the Alvin Band accepted an invitation to perform at the New
York World s Fair and lead the Farade. Traveling some 4000 miles by
school buses with their bedrolls, these seventy—odd youngsters made
their way from Alvin to hNew York playing free concerts at each stopover
in exchange for a gymnasium (or the like) to throw their bedrolls for
the night. On one occasion, due to a late arrival, lodging reservations
had been cancelled; soc Mr. FParis contacted a large used car lot and
made arrangements to open encugh autos to sleep two students to a car.
The trip was extended to include Canada, Washington, D.C., Atlanta,
Fhiladelphia, and many other sites of signifigance and interest. At
Miagra Falls, Mr. FParis conducted a mock wedding ceremony for the band
members.

Mr. Faris departed Alvin in 1942 to enter the U5 Mavy where he served
until 1945 as a radioc and radar technician in the Facific during WWZ2.
After his honorable discharge from the service, he worked successfully
for a short time with the American National Insurance Co. From 1245-
1947 Mr. Paris organized band programs in the Texas towns of Texas
City, Friendswood and Fearland. He continued his employment in
Friendswood through 19251 as band director, football coach, math
instructor, principal and bus driver. During the next eight years,
1751-1%5%, he was with the Face Fiano Company of Houston for two years
and then established his own pianc business. From 1959-1971 he was
with the Houston IBD as a math instructor at Deady Junior High School
and sponsor of the school ‘s Interscholastic League hMumber Sense Frogram
for math competitions.

O7TTO FARIS retired in 19271, but has maintained a busy schedule with
interests and activities in photography development, gardening, golf
and computsr "mania". He resides in Huntsville, Texas with his wife of
4% years Dr. Janelle Avenell FParis. He has two children, Mrs. Betty
Ruth Faris Brightwell and Mr. Billy Otto Faris; nine grand-children and
fourteen greét*grandchiidren.

The 0770 FARIS BAND SCHOLARSHIF was established in 178BB by the Alvin
High School Class of 1938, and supported by his many devoted former
students and friends. The scholarship is awarded each year to the
outstanding Alvin band student. Mr. Faris’ picture and an article
concerning this honor appeared in the Texas Music Educators Magazine in
fAugust, 1988. He alsc appeared on the cover of the TMEA magazine in
1740, and was Chairman of the TMEA Region ¥V in 1%941.
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ALVIN HIGH SCHOOL
Alvin, Texas
May, 1993

CHARLES SALYER
Band Director 1974-1993

JASON FRERKING
Scholarship Recipient 1993

OTTO PARIS
AHS 1lst Band Director 1937-1942

ROBERT GRAY
Asst. Band Director 1968-1993

OTTO PARIS SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

1989 CASEY DARE
1990 JILL SCHULZ
1991 HOLLIANNE HUFF
1992 MARY RHYNE

1993 JASON FRERKING




FRIDAY, MAY 28, 1993

BRAZORIA COUNTY'S

OLDEST NEWSPAPER 25¢

Paris

Continued - from page 1

many top ratings at all regional,
state and national events. The
community supported the band in
all its activities.

In 1938 Paris led the band on a
congert and vacation tour through
West Texas, New Mexico and
Mexico, where they toured many
historical landmarks. That also
was the year when Paris and
Coach Dave Engman composed
the Alvin Fight Song.

During Paris' tenure at AHS,

the band was invited to perform
at the 1940 New York World's
Fair and lead the parade.

Paris left Alvin in 1942 and
served in the U.S. Navy. After
the war, Paris worked for a while
in the insurance business.

Not only was Paris responsible
for beginning the band program

in Alvin, he began the band
programs in Pearland and
Friendswood as well.

Paris retired in 1971 but he
remains active in many interests.
He and his wife of 43 years, Dr.
Janelle Avenell Paris live in
Huntsville. He has two children,
Betty Ruth Paris Brightwell and
Billy Otto Paris. He also has
nine grandchildren and 14 great-
grandchildren.

The class of 1938, who were
the first band members, set up
the scholarship and it is
supported by former students and
friends. Past winners include
Mary Rhyne, Hollianne Huff, Jill
Schultz and Casey Dare.

To donate to 'the Otto Paris

Band Scholarship contact Beverly’

Henson, Comptroller, AISD, 301
E. House, Alvin, Tx., 77511.
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Editor’s Column I

Thi§ issue is designed to help you recognize the
qrgamzations with which TMEA works, the rela-
tionships that exist and the people responsible
for decision making in the areas for which they
are responsible. We will introduce to you Dr.
Ernest Chambers and Dr. John Sommer of TEA,
Dr. Bailey Marshall and Richard Floyd of the
UIL, Sandra Glover and myself of the TMEA,
and we will inform you of the importance of our
working with the State Board of Education and
the Legislature, especially the House and Senate
Education Committee.

This issue will also include news from
Washington concerning our tax exempt status
and possible serious financial demands caused by
new IRS regulations; an editorial about UIL
penalties for personnel involved in unethical
practices in the sight reading room during con-
test and an update on Edgewood-Kirby.

Texas Bands Named Best Dressed by Na-
tional Association of Uniform Manufac-
turers and Distributors

New York, May 5, 1988, the Frisco High
School ‘‘Fighting Coon’’ marching band, Frisco,
Texas, was named Grand National Winner of the
1987-88 Best Dressed Band Awards Program,
sponsored by the NAUMD. The Frisco H.S.
Band was named best dressed band in the
So.uthwest before being designated as the Grand
Winner. The Frisco Band won over schools from
New York, Cincinnati, Ohio, Bassett, Virginia,
and Corcoran, California.

The association chose eight other bands to
receive outstanding achievement awards, one of
which was the Cooper H.S. Band of Lubbock,
Texas.

Bob Bergin Elected President of Music
Industry Conference

During the recent Music Educators National
Conference convention in Indianapolis, Bob
Bergin, Executive Vice President of Rhythm
Band, Inc., was elected .President of the Music
Ipdustry Conference. Other newly-elected of-
ficers of MIC are as follows: Michael Bennett
from Yamaha International Corporation -
President-Elect; Sandy Feldstein from Alfred
Publishing Co., Inc. - Vice President; LeRoy
Esau from Esau Products, Inc. -Secretary/
Treasurer; Ken Fruhauf from Fruhauf Uniforms,
Inc. - Executive Board Member; Willard Markey
from Malmark, Inc. - Executive Board Member;
Roger McRae from Temporal Acuity Products,
Inc. - Executive Board Member; and Barry
O’Neal from Carl Fischer, Inc. - Executive
Board Member.

TMEA congratulates Bob on this very fine
honor.

Otto Paris honored at 1938 50th Anniversary
Celebration - by Michael Petrisky

You may find this hard to believe, but I actual-
ly volunteered to escort my mother to her 50th

by Bill Cormack

BOB BERGIN

OTTO PARIS

high school reunion. She was a 1938 graduate of
Alvin High School. What luck! I ran into their
class honoring Mr. Otto Paris with a scholarship
in his name. The first scholarship of its kind by
any alumni of this school.

Mr. Paris was the first band director for Alvin
High School. He arrived for the 1937-1938
school year. Prior to coming to Alvin, he was
responsible for starting up the Kilgore High
School, and Kilgore Junior College Bands in
1934. He is also a past president of the Texas
Bandmasters Association.
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I had the pleasure of listening to his band kids
reminisce. (These kids are 66-68 years young)
Their stories were fresh, and humorous, but still
had the sound of familiarity of my high school
bar}d days, as well as those when I worked as an
assistant.

One story was of cancelled lodging reserva-
tions for his band on a trip to New York. (None
of us have ever worried about this, right?) The
69 piece Alvin band arrived late, and lost their
rooms. Mr. Paris contacted a large used car lot,
and made arrangements to open enough autos to
sleep two students in each car. (Boys separate
from girls, of course) One student in the front
seat, and one in the rear. ‘“‘Now, that’s what I
call leadership,’’ said this student.

Another student related that when they were
about to reach Niagara Falls, Mr. Paris conducted
this huge wedding ceremony. The whole band got
married. Some boys having to marry three or
four girls. Mr. Paris said, ““You can’t go to
Niagara Falls unless you get married first!”’

Under Otto Paris the Alvin High School Band
was state and national marching band cham-
pions. A 1940 band tour covered 4,000 miles
which included Washington, D.C. and New
York City. The band led the Parade at the New
York World’s Fair. The honors continued from
Atlanta, Philadelphia, and Dayton. The band
lost two students to emergency appendectomies.
One in Philadelphia, and one in Little Rock. The
two got together and flew the parents to the
students. The bandsmen fully recovered from the
surgery.

The news articles from the scrapbook I read
through are more numerous than I can relate. All
I’'m sure of is that the whole town loved their
band, and Mr. Otto Paris.

He was presented a plaque to commemorate
the scholarship being named in his honor. I can’t
think of a better way to be remembered. I hope
the students who receive his scholarship will ap-
preciate Mr. Paris, and what he has done for
Alvin, and Texas music.

Congratulations, Mr. Paris!

Edgewood-Kirby

At this time the Finance Committee studying
ways to place more money into the poorer school
districts is awaiting the outcome of a study made
by the Equity Center on equalizing student ex-
penditures. Word is out, however, that the plan
put forth by Bob Bullock is not being accepted as
a viable option. At first, many felt it would be a
way out of this serious problem, but a closer
look, especially at borrowing multimillions from
the permanent university and permanent school
funds, is creating a very negative feeling against
the plan.

The judge who ruled that the state must
equalize funding has been asked to justify more
deeply his ruling and what parts of the Texas
Constitution he based his findings upon. So, at
this time in mid-summer, we really have no news
concerning Edgewood-Kirby.

When the PEIMS report becomes available
we will start to see some movement in the
Legislature, indirectly related to Edgewood-
Kirby, but more directly related to extra-
curricular activities, funding and teacher duties.
We plan on keeping you updated as events begin
to unfold.

United States House of Representatives

Ways and Means Committee

Rep. Dan Rostenkowski, Chairman

This committee held a series of hearings on tax
exempt, non-profit groups (501-C-3’s) to deter-
mine if they are violating IRS rules by having
revenue sources not protected by their tax
exempt purpose. Simply put, if tax exempt
groups compete with those in the private sector
for money, then the rules governing how money
is to be made are very strict.

For example, religious groups own book
publishing firms that print song books, bibles,
music, etc., and pay no tax while a privately
owned book firm must pay corporate (34%) in-
come tax on the same items. If the religious
groups were discounting the items to be sold so
the purchaser would receive the benefit of the tax
exempt status of the firm, then Uncle Sam would
not be looking so hard at these groups. But, since
the items are being sold at a normal sale price,
the profits are considerable and the government
is losing millions in tax revenues.

The recent T.V. religious scandals caused this
look into tax exemption. Other groups being
looked at are colleges, universities, private
schools, foundations, and PAC’s (Political Ac-
tion Committees).

The hearings and committee work have now
moved into the tax exempt, non-profit 501-C-6
groups such as TMEA.

In Houston, at a meeting of the Texas Society
of Association Executives, Rep. Jake Pickle of
Austin informed us that legislation was being
drawn up to:

1. tax investments

2. challenge subsidiaries that are set up to
avoid taxes

3. tax advertising fully with no deductibles

4. tax unrelated income

Tax for TMEA at the corporate level will be
34%, therefore, our taxes would be as follows:

Investments, 34% of ............... $36,000
Advertising, 34%of ................ 60,000
Unrelated income, 34% of ........... 40,000

$136,000

Possible IRS tax on 1988 income $46,240

President Nail and your Executive Director
went to Washington in May for Association
Defense Day. We left feeling that we had
stopped a lot of the changes. We will await word
on the actual wording of the Committee report,
but knowing what we do, we are prepared for the
news, which will not be good.

Teacher Ethics

On June 21, at the Joe C. Thompson Con-
ference Center, University of Texas at Austin,
the State Executive Committee of the UIL met to
consider allegations that a Texas High School
Band Director violated Section 1111 (c) of the
Constitution and Contest Rules. This viola-
tion was in the form of having a copy of the 5A
band sight reading music, hand copying the
parts, making them available to the band and
rehearsing the music.

During the hearing the following was entered
into the record:

o The assistant band director warned the head
band director that to copy the parts and to
rehearse the music would be a violation. Answer

was: every other SA band director in the region
does it.

o The band rehearsed the music then appeared
at the contest where, when asked, ‘‘Has this
band or director seen, played, rehearsed this
music before?”’, the answer was ‘‘no’’.

e Upon returning, the assistant band director
informed the Principal that the violation had oc-
curred.

e The Principal and Superintendent turned
the violation into the Region UIL Executive
Committee.

e The Committeee passed the violation on to
the State Executive Committee.

Many other items were discussed during the
hour long hearing, but one thing stood out over
and over. The defense given by the director was
that to compete in SA it was necessary to cheat
and that all other band directors did it.

When the hearing ended, the punishment given
to the teacher was that he could not teach any
student when the teaching was involved in UIL
or extracurricular activities. This, in effect,
removed the director from teaching at the secon-
dary level.

While this is an isolated instance, it is not a
rare one. This causes us to consider our personal
feelings regarding morals and ethics. Without
laws there would be chaos, without ethics we
would be without honor, without meaningful
standards. There will always be those among us
who desire to be first, to win at all costs. Let us
hope that they will continue to get caught, as did
not only this director, but the three coaches that
appeared at the same hearing and were likewise

found guilty of violating the rules of fair play.

Usually the guilty party is caught by one of
three ways;

1. some competitor turning in the violation

2. some student turning in the violation

3. someone from the inside letting a third
party know of the violation

To expect a 70, 80 or 90 piece band to keep
silent about lying at a contest is to expect
unethical and immoral conduct from the very
students we are training to be the leaders of
tomorrow.

Let us now discuss how the assistant director
came to hold such loyalty to truth and fairness
above his loyalty to his superior. Obviously he is
a man of moral courage, a man of integrity. He,
from the very first, never took his eyes off the
fact that a violation was happening and went
about to stop it by going straight to the source of
the problem. When threatened with loss of his
job he stood firm and continued to protest, even-
tually feeling the necessity to report the final act
that occurred at contest. Many might say he ow-
ed it to the head director to say nothing. We say
he had an obligation to a higher calling, an
obligation to play the game fairly.

We owe a debt of gratitude to this assistant
director and the middle school director who
stood with him, both at home and in the ‘‘dock”
at UIL. It took courage for the two of them to
force this issue to the hearing in Austin. This was
not a pleasant day for any of us, certainly not for
the teacher who violated the rules, but more im-
portantly, it was not a pleasant day for the in-
tegrity of music educators. On the other hand,
maybe it was a good day for music educators.

At last, a COMPLETE warm-up
and technical study method for
the symphonic band by Tom C.
Rhodes and Donald Bierschenk.
Symphonic Band Technique will
assistin developing all aspects of
musicianship.

Each of the 167 exercises was
written to achieve a specific mus-
ical goal. Exercises include warm-
up chords, chorales, ear-training,
flexibility, slurring, major and
minor scales, scale studies, chro-
matic scales, tonguing, rhythmic
and reading etudes, articulation,

Parts: $4.95

SYMPHONIC BAND TECHNIQUE

syncopation, triplets, odd meters, dotted note studies, and unique
exercises called “Balance Builders”.

Order from your local dealer or from Southern Music Company.
Published for Full Band Instrumentation.
Conductor: $14.95

Write today for a Free review copy.

SoUTHERN Music COMPANY
P.O. BOX 329 @ SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78292

SYMPHONIC
BAND
TECHNIQUE

A COMPLETE WARM-UP AND
TECHNICAL STUDY METHOD

FOR BAND - Technique Classes
and Individual Study

*BY TOM C. RHODES AKD DONALD BIERSCHERK *

\
=4

B354
SOUTHERAN MUSIC COMPANY
San anTON 57
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Lifestyle

Class of ‘38 honors Paris

| By DELORES FENWICK
Journal Staff

The bands at Alvin, Friendswood
rand Pearland high schools have
' something in common besides in-

struments and uniforms. Otto ‘‘Pop”’
Paris played a part in all of their
beginnings.

Recently the Alvin High School
Class of 1938 celebrated its 50th
anniversary. At a reception for all
Alvin High School alumni during
that celebration, the class
established the Otto Paris Band
Scholarship to be presented to an
Alvin High School band student each
year.

OTTO PARIS GE1S a kiss from a well-wisher during the reunion in which it

was announced a scholarship would be made in his honor. -

At the reception, a plaque was
presented to Mr. Paris and folks
reminisced about their days in the
band that was established by Paris

at Alvin High School in the 1937-38

school years.

They remembered the triumphant |

trip to the ‘“National Band Meet”’ in
Abilene in April of 1939, just 18
months after the band- was
organized. The contest was actually
a regional one since the national
contest had been divided into
regions just the year before. A total
of 51 bands and about 800 soloists

were judged during the three-day.

event and the Alvin band came home
with the top spot in the marching
competition. :

Betty Brightwell of Pearland is

Paris’ daughter. She said her dad "

took the band on a trip to West Texas

and Carlesbad that summer. She'
said they took their bedrolls with |

them. In each town her father would

arrange in advance for them to play
a concert in exchange for the op-

portunity to sleep in a local gym or
hall.

(See CLASS, next page)

The following year Mr. Paris took




® Class of ’38 honors Paris for his band efforts

ontinued from page 7A

he band all the way to New York for
he World’s Fair with stops in such
laces as Philadelphia, Washington
and even Niagra Falls. Some of the
students who made that trip were at
he reunion and remembered some
of the highlights. For example, one
student remembered that at Niagra
fFalls “Pop made us all get
married.” She said a mass wedding
was staged and “some of the girls
married more than one of the
fellows.”

Another man remember vividly
one stop on the trip when they
thought they were not going to have
a place to stay because the bus with
the instruments in it got lost and
they couldn’t play the concert as
agreed and therefore were not
allowed to stay in the gym. The kids
were not left out in the cold,
however. Mr. Paris made
arrangements with a used car lot
and the students were allowed to
sleep in the cars on the lot.

Mr. Paris had come to Alvin from
Kilgore, where he organized the
band there in 1933 and remained
until 1937. When he left Alvin in 1942,
it was to serve in the United States
Navy from 194245, during World
War II.

Upon his return, he was the band
director at Texas City for a half
year. However, at that time they
could not get instruments, so he
resigned the position because he did
not feel he was doing any good as a

band director with no instruments
for the musicians to play.

In the 1946-47 school year, Mr.
Paris was the band director at both
Pearland and Friendswood high
school. He established band
programs at both schools that year,
and the next year he continued with
the program at Friendswood, where
he remained until 1951.

While at Friendswood, he not only
directed the band, but coached the
football team and taught math.
Brightwell was newly married at
that time, and she recalls that she
and her husband used to help out
with the games. Her husband of-
ficiated and she would lead the band
for her father at half-time while he
was coaching the game. She said
they played six-man football at that
time and many of the players also
were in the band. She said at half-
time they would join the band on the
field in their football uniforms.

After leaving Friendswood, Mr.
Paris worked for Pace Piano Co. and
for himself for a time. In 1951 he
became the band director and
taught math at Deady Junior High,
where he remained until he retired
in 1971.

Mr. Paris began his schooling in
Munger, Texas, at a four-room
school for all grades. He went to a
number of different high schools
because he went where he could get
a job to help pay for his high school
education, Brightwell said. He first
went to high school in Hillsboro. It

was there that he got a coronet. Next
he went to Hubbard, Texas, where
he was in the band. The band
director left in the middle of the year
and they appointed him to run the
pand. One of the local merchants
donated some money so that he
could be paid something for this
work, Brightwell said.

Next he went to Mexia, where he
received a baseball scholarship and
worked for his sister and brother-in-
law, who owned a grocery store. And
finally in 1926, he went to West-

minister College in Tehuancana,

Texas. The school was really a
combination high school - junior
college and Mr. Paris attended on a
baseball scholarship. While there he
had a dance band called “Jackson’s
Night Owls.”

Many folks gathered at First
United Methodist Church in Alvin
for the reunion reception. In addition
to the former Alvin students there
were representatives from his bands
in Pearland, Friendswood and even
Texas City. '

MARJORIE McCO
Present

Establishment of

WN LAWRENCE
ation

Band Scholarship

in honor of Alvin High School's

first band director OTTO PARIS
by AHS Class of 1938

May 25,

1988
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ALVIN HIGH SCHOOL
Class of 1938 50th Reunion
Alvin, Texas
May 25, 1988

Marjorie McCown Lawrence
Nita Marie Brennan
Honoree Otto Paris

Hello! Otto, well, Hello, Otto, it's so nice to have you back where
you -belong, :

You're looking swell, Otto, we can tell, Otto,

You're still glowin', you're still crowin', you're still-goin' strong.

We feel the roo. swayin' for the band's playin' one of your old
fav'rite songs from 'way back when,

SO---come up here, Otto, find you a comfy chair, Otto,

We wanta show you that we really care:
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Otto ‘Pop’ Paris plays role in start

of our area bands

By DELORES FENWICK
Journal Staff =

The bands at Alvin, Friendswood
‘and Pearland high schools have
something in common besides in-
struments and uniforms. Otto “Pop”’
Paris played a part in all of their
beginnings.

Recently the Alvin High School
Class of 1938 celebrated its 50th
anniversary. At a reception for all
Alvin High School alumni during
that  celebration, the class
established the Otto Paris Band
Scholarship to be presented to an
Alvin High School band student each
year.

At the reception, a plaque was
presented to Mr. Paris and folks
reminisced about their days in the

band that was established by Paris
at Alvin High School in the 1937-38
school years.

They remembered the triumphant
trip to the “National Band Meet” in
Abilene in April of 1939, just 18
months after the band was
organized. The contest was actually
a regional one since the national
contest had been divided into
regions just the year before. A total
of 51 bands and about 800 soloists
were judged during the three-day
event and the Alvin band came home
with the top spot in the marching
competition.

Betty Brightwell of Pearland is
Paris’ daughter. She said her dad
took the band on a trip to West Texas
and Carlesbad that summer. She
said they took their bedrolls with
them. In each town her father would

arrange in advance for them to play
a concert in exchange for the op-
portunity to sleep in a local gym or
hall.
The following year Mr. Paris took
the band all the way to New York for
the World’s Fair with stops in such
places as Philadelphia, Washington
and even Niagra Falls. Some of the
students who made that trip were at
the reunion and remembered some
of the highlights. For example, one

, student remembered that at Niagra

Falls “Pop made us all get
married.” She said a mass wedding
was staged and ‘“‘some of the girls
married more than one of the
fellows.”

Another man remember vividly
one stop on the trip when they
thought they were not going to have
a place to stay because the bus with
the instruments in it got lost and
they couldn’t play the concert as
agreed and therefore were not
allowed to stay in the gym. The kids
were not left out in the cold,
however. Mr. Paris’ made
arrangements with a used car lot
and the students were allowed to
sleepin the cars on thelot.

Mr. Paris had come to Alvin from
Kilgore, where he organized the
band there in 1933 and remained
until 1937. When he left Alvin in 1942,
it was to serve in the United States
Navy from 194245, during World
War II.

Upon his return, he was the band
director at Texas City for a half
year. However, at that time they
could not get instruments, so he
resigned the position because he did
not feel he was doing any good as a
band director with no instruments
for the musicians to play.

In the 194647 school year, Mr.
Paris was the band director at both
Pearland and Friendswood high
school. He established hand
programs at both schools that year,
and the next year he continued with
the program at Friendswood, where
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he remained until 1951.

While at Friendswood, he not only
directed the band, but coached the
football team and taught math.
Brightwell was newly married at
that time, and she recalls that she
and her husband used to help out
with the games. Her husband of-
ficiated and she would lead the band
for her father at half-time while he
was coaching the game. She said
they played six-man football at that
time and many of the players also
were in the band. She said at half-
time they would join the band on the
field in their football uniforms.

After leaving Friendswood, Mr.
Paris worked for Pace Piano Co. and
for himself for a time. In 1951 he
became the band director and
taught math at Deady Junior High,
where he remained until he retired
in 1971.

Mr. Paris began his schooling in
Munger, Texas, at a four-room
school for all grades. He went to a

OTTO PARIS PAUSES for a picture with his daughter,
Betty Brightwell, and granddaughter, Rachel Bright-

well, at a reception in his honor in Alvin recently where

his name.

number of different high schools
because he went where he could get
a job to help pay for his high school
education, Brightwell said. He first
went to high school in Hillshoro. It
was there that he got a coronet. Next
he went to Hubbard, Texas, where
he was in the band. The band
director left in the middle of the year
and they appointed him to run the
band. One of the local merchants
donated some money so that he
could be paid something for this
work, Brightwell said.

Next he went to Mexia, where he
received a baseball scholarship and
worked for his sister and brother-in-
law, who owned a grocery store. And
finally in 1926, he went to West-
minister College in Tehuancana,
Texas. The school was really a
combination high school - junior
college and Mr. Paris attended on a
baseball scholarship. While there he
had a dance band called ‘‘Jackson’s
Night Owls.” In the 1926 yearbook he

it was announced that the 1938 Alvin High Schoo
graduating class had established a band scholarship in

wasnamed ‘‘Best All Around.”

Mr. Paris received his bachelor of
arts degree from North Texas State
University in Denton and a bachelor
of music degree from the Houston
Conservatory of Music. He went to
Vandercook School of Music in
Chicago for his master’s degree.

Many folks gathered at First
United Methodist Church in Alvin
for the reunion reception. In addition
to the former Alvin students there
were representatives from his bands
in Pearland, Friendswood and even
Texas City. There were also 21 of his
family members there from all over
the state.

And from their comments, it was
clear that the former students had
come for one main purpose — to
honor the man that they had all
called “Pop’’ when he taught them,
led them and helped mold their lives
as they played in the band many
years ago.
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HUBBARD BAND — This 1921 Hubbard City Band went to
Dallas to participate in a band contest. A reader of The News
suggested the picture be printed to see how many could
identify this early twenties band members. John Bounds °
identified the following: Ben Moore, Loeb Bass, Joe' “Frog

o G frestacd fafar

Paren

‘ EX Bounds, Ottie Farelman, Otto Parrish, Hugh McRae,
ed Tomek, Willie Gray and Edgar Phillips. Anyone who can

identify other members of the band, please call 669-2254, L.L.

Wilkes.

”

1921 HUBBARD CITY BAND

HUBBARD,

TEXAS

OTTO PARIS--CORNET

1st on Left
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THE ORCHESTRA
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OTTO PARIS 1st on Left |
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JACKSON'S NIGHT OWLS
1925-1926
MEXTIA, TEXAS

OTTO PARIS 2nd on Left
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THE WIGWAM
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OTTO PARIS
Best All-Round Boy
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WESTMINSTER COLLEGE

TEXAS

TEHUACANA,
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TR e LY ‘ WESTMINSTER COLLEGE 1925-1926
o : v - TEHUACANA, TEXAS
- '? | FOOTBALL TEAM

OTIS PARIS, No. 15

~ Otto is from Hubbard City
He is one of the hardest work
-+ ers and best trainers on the gume
squad. He plays end on the
team and has the makings of
a good end. Although he didn't
play so much this vear he did
well when called upon.

OTTO PARIS--END #15

1st Row:

1st on Right
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THE WIGWAM
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Games Played—Conference Games

Team and Scores—Where Played.
Team and Scores—Where Played.

W. C. 4, Rusk 3—Tchuacana.

W. C. 3, Rusk 9—Mexia.

W. C. 3, Wesley 4—Tehuacana.
W. C. $, Wesley 12—\ exia.

W. C. 16, T. M. C. 5—Techuacana.
W. C. 9, T. M. C. 8—Tchuacana.
W. C. 3, Wesley 10—Greenville.
W. C. 5, Wesley 12—Greenville.
‘\V 9 3, hRusl-: 10—Rusk.

Other Games

Team and Scorcs—\\*’hcre Played.
Team and Scores—Where Played.

W.
W.
W.
W.
W.
W.
W.

37

C. 0, Puroil 1—Mexia.
C. 9, Puroil 4—Mexia.
C. 16, Mexia Hi 3—Tehuacana.

C. $, Wortham 5 (called)—Wortham.

C. 17, Wortham Hi 4—Tehuacana.
C. 10, Puroil 11—Tehuacana.
C: 6 Purml —\Ie\la

mo, N
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Lon Morris forfeited four games to the

W. C. team. There are two more
conference gamcs to be played.

WESTMINSTER COLLEGE 1926

BASEBALL TEAM
OTTO PARIS--CATCHER
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The Fighting Dozen has fought them all to

now we have the Original Dirty Dozen.

Paris—Catcher.

\ finish and vou cannot find a one that will say that they are quitters.

d



MUNGER, TEXAS 1930
OTTO PARIS--TEACHER

With his two children
at the Teacherage--the
family's residence next
to the Munger School




OTTO PARIS--DIRECTOR
ALVIN HIGH SCHOOL BAND 1941
ALVIN, TEXAS

DEDICATION

To our unc]ersiondinq friend and instructor :

OTTO PARIS

. because he is young in spiril, fair in his cleé”inqs,

[irm in l1is conviclions, l(in(l ancJ un(Jers|an(linq, ond
because "Dop,” in his smooth easy-going :
manner, has cup|ure¢J the respect and
o”eclion 0{ u” il’lose who

lmve Leen associufe‘d

Wi”‘l l\im.
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ALVIN HIGH SCHOOL BAND
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Not only is it a boost to Alvin High

at present, but it also prepares a foundation for the future work of

The Band, with Mr. Otto Paris as Director, is giving unlimited
many students.

opportunities to the students.

~

Otto Paris
B. A. North Texas State

Teachers College
B. M. Houston Conservatory of Music
M. Vandercook School of Music

M.

Band

%A
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OTTO PARIS
U. S. NAVY 1942-1945

OTTO PARIS GRADUATES FROM
NAVAL AIR TECH. TRAINING
CENTER AT CORPUS CHRISTI

Corpus Christi, Texas, May 15th,
1943—O0tto Paris, sen of Mr. and
Mrs. J. H. Paris of Coolidge, gradua-
ted today frem the Naval Air Techni-
cal Training Center, Corpus Christi,
and received promoticn to the rate of
Aviation Radio Technician second
class.

The graduation, at which certifi-

cates were presented by Commander
George’ K. Steddard, commanding of-
ficer c¢f the training center, mark-
ed the end of an intensive 7-months
course in which he received thorough
‘instruction in all types of aircraft
;radio and electrical equipment,
: From here, he and other members
(of the graduating class are being
transferred tc operational bases, na-
val shore establishments and units
of the fleet to play their specialized
parts in the all-out struggle against
the Axis powers,

OTTO PARIS 1983
HUNTSVILLE, TEXAS

OTTO PARIS 1945

Otto Paris New
Band Direstor at
High School Here

Well-Known Man
Formerly Served
In Alvin Schools

Otto Paris, discharged veteranf‘
of World War II and formerly
band director at Alvin, has been!
amployed as band director for
Central high schoo!, Levi Fry,
superintendent, announced.

Mr. Paris served at Alvin for
five years, previous to entering
the Navy in 1942, and .is well,
known' for his ahility as a show-!
man, Mr. Fry said. It was con-
sidered  fortunate - that  the
schools here were zole to obhtain
a man of his capabilities, Mr.
Fry declared, and his work is ex-
pected soon to show up in the
band’s performance at athletic
events and other public affairs.

The new band director served

(with the Navy in the South and!

| Western Pacific areas, a total of !
three years, one month and 11‘
days in service, and - has just|

been accorded his honorable dis-
charge. His work with the Navy
'was with radio-controlled planes.!

Mr. Paris will take charge of
the senior high kand, for all its

searances at athletic contests
4.4 public events, and soon s to
meake @ start on a junior high
band, Mr. Fry said.

The director ncted a need for
band instruments, he declared,
on his first day with the school.
He felt that there must be any!
number of instruments, not now,
in use, scattered about town,
(which would be an assistance to
the band, and asked that any-
one owning such instruments:
which they will sell, contact him|
there Tuesday of next week at
ther Wolvin school between 8 and
11 a. m. and 1 and 5 p. m., phone
1035. Or, they may contact Mr.
Ty at the school, phone 87.

Conway R. Shaw, who has
been working with the band on
a three-day-a-week = schedule,
will continue to teach music for
the schools, Mr. Fry said.




Dtto Paris starts Friendswood Band

3y DELORES FENWICK
ournal Staff

The bands at Alvin, Friendswood
nd Pearland high schools have
omething in common besides in-
truments and uniforms. Otto ‘‘Pop”’
aris played a part in all of their
eginnings.

Recently the Alvin High School
lass of 1938 celebrated its 50th
nniversary. At a reception for all
lvin High School alumni during
wat  celebration, the class
stablished the Otto Paris Band
cholarship to be presented to an
lvin High School band student each
ear.

‘ontinued from page 1

ere not left out in the cold,
owever, Mr. Paris made
rrangements with a used car lot
nd the students were allowed to
leep in the cars on the lot.

Mr. Paris had come to Alvin from
ilgore, where he organized the
and there in 1933 and remained
ntil 1937. When he left Alvin in 1942,
-was to serve in the United States
lavy from 194245, during World
Var I1.

Upon his return, he was the band
irector at Texas City for a half
ear. However, at that time they
ould not get instruments, so he
esigned the position because he did
ot feel he was doing any good as a

At the reception, a plaque was
presented to Mr. Paris and folks
reminisced about their days in the
band that was established by Paris

" at Alvin High School in the 1937-38

school years.

They remembered the triumphant
trip to the “National Band Meet” in
Abilene in April of 1939, just 18
months - after the band was
organized. The contest was actually
a regional one since the national

contest had been divided into

regions just the year before. A total
of 51 bands and about 800 soloists
were judged during the three-day
event and the Alvin band came home

with the top spot in the marching
competition.

Betty Brightwell of Pearland is
Paris’ daughter. She said her dad
took the band on a trip to West Texas
and Carlesbad that summer. She
said they took their bedrolls with
them. In each town her father would
arrange in advance for them to play
a concert in exchange for the op-
portunity to sleep in a local gym or
hall.

The following year Mr. Paris took
the band all the way to New York for
the World’s Fair with stops in such
places as Philadelphia, Washington
and even Niagra Falls. Some of the
students who made that trip were at

Wednesday, May 25, 1988

band director with no instruments
for the musicians to play.

In the 194647 school year, Mr.
Paris was the band director at both
Pearland and Friendswood high
school. He established band
programs at both schools that year,
and the next year he continued with
the program at Friendswood, where
he remained until 1951.

While at Friendswood, he not only
directed the band, but coached the
football team and taught math.
Brightwell was newly married at
that time, and she recalls that she
and her husband used to help out
with the games. Her husband of-
ficiated and she would lead the band
for her father at half-time while he

> B

TTO PARIS PAUSES for a picture with his daughter,
etty Brightwell, and granddaughter, Rachel Bright-
vell, at a reception in his honor in Alvin recently where

his name.

it was announced that the 1938 Alvin High School
graduating class had established a band scholarship in

was coaching the game. She said
they played six-man football at that
time and many of the players also
were in the band. She said at half-
time they would join the band on the
field in their football uniforms.

After leaving Friendswood, Mr.
Paris worked for Pace Piano Co. and
for himself for a time. In 1951 he
became the band director and
taught math at Deady Junior High,
where he remained until he retired
in1971.

Mr. Paris began his schooling in
Munger, Texas, at a four-room
school for all grades. He went to a
number of different high schools
because he went where he could get
a job to help pay for his high school

Ao

Photo by Delores Fenwick

the reunion and remembered some
of the highlights. For example, one
student remembered that at Niagra
Falls “Pop made us all get
married.” She said a mass wedding
was staged and ‘‘some of the girls
married more than one of the
fellows.” ;

Another man remember vividly
one stop on the trip when they
thought they were not going to have
a place to stay because the bus with
the instruments in it got lost and
they couldn’t play the concert as
agreed and therefore were not
allowed to stay in the gym. The kids

education, Brightwell said. He first
went to high school in Hillsboro. It
was there that he got a coronet. Next
he went to Hubbard, Texas, where
he was in the band. The band
director left in the middle of the year
and they appointed him to run the
band. One of the local merchants
donated some money so that he
could be paid something for this
work, Brightwell said.

Next he went to Mexia, where he
received a baseball scholarship and
worked for his sister and brother-in-
law, who owned a grocery store. And
finally in 1926, he went to West-
minister College in Tehuancana,
Texas. The school was really a
combination high school - junior
college and Mr. Paris attended on a
baseball scholarship. While there he
had a dance band called ‘“Jackson’s
Night Owls.” In the 1926 yearbook he
was named ‘‘Best All Around.”

Mr. Paris received his bachelor of
arts degree from North Texas State
University in Denton and a bachelor
of music degree from the Houston
Conservatory of Music. He went to
Vandercook School of Music in
Chicago for his master’s degree.

Many folks gathered at First
United Methodist Church in Alvin
for the reunion reception. In addition
to the former Alvin students there
were representatives from his bands
in Pearland, Friendswood and even
Texas City. There were also 21 of his
family members there from all over
the state.

And from their comments, it was
clear that the former students had
come for one main purpose — to
honor the man that they had all
called “Pop”’ when he taught them,
led them and helped mold their lives
as they played in the band many
years ago.

!
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In 1946 Friendswood High School Band was again
started with Otto Paris as band director.

While they were getting their instruments Mr.
Paris gave them a few lessons in musical theory.
They also did a lot of marching.

In the spring they gave their first concert.
They ail had white coveralls.

The band met for rehearsals once a week during
summer vacation and each section had a class twice
a week,

They started this year with several new members
and some new instruments. They now have new uni-
forms of which they are very proud.

They played for the home football games and they

gave a concert during the holiday season.

FRIENDSWOOD HIGH SCHOOL BAND
FRIENDSWOOD, TEXAS
1947-1948
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FRIENDSWOOD BARBER SHOP QUARTET
FRIENDSWOOD, TEXAS
1947

Left to Right: Otto Paris, W. S. Lyon,
Laurence Cline, E. W. Roberts.
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BASKETBALL

Front Row: Arnold Brink, Omer Surface, James Brantley
Middle Rows Maurice Jeffery, Edwin Lambright, Beryl
Cline, Harold Goar.
Back Row: Otto Paris, Coachj Jesse Tobar, Charles
Lindley, Jimmy Clark, Harold Allman, John
Burton, Lavern Cole, Buddy Kelly

The basketball squad, composed of all the boys
in high school, proved very successful this year.
After long workouts by Pop Paris, who did a won-
‘derful job, the boys showed a lot of good team work
that enabled the team to win and place some large
upsets.

One of the most interesting games played by the
Mustangs this year was the F.H.S. vs Pearland. The
Mustangs lead the first quarter only to find the
Oilers with a one point half-time advantage . The
Oilers started the second half with exceptionally
fine shooting, but the Mustangs came back fighting
hard, only to be beaten by a score of 23-24.

FRIENDSWOOD HIGH SCHOOL 1947-1948



HIGH SCHOOL FACULTY

OTTO PARIS; B.A.,M.M.
Vandercook Conservatory of
Music

Principal

FRIENDSWOOD HIGH SCHOOL
FRIENDSWOOD, TEXAS
1947-1948

FOOTBALL

"POP" PARIS: The Grand Ole' Man of
the Gridiron, who took over the
vacancy of J. B. Outlaw, and paced
the boys to A Third place in the
district. It was through his great
ability to get the boys to work that
they came out with five wins and two
losses. He has been the largest in-
dividual asset to the team and the
boys sincerely appreciate it.




FRIENDSWOOD HIGH SCHOOL
1948-1949

HIGH SCHOOL

FACULTY

OTTO PARIS, B.A. M.M.

Vandercook Conservatory
of Music

Band and Coach




Gloria Ann Van Winkle 7 % June Davis
Betty Gale Knudson ‘zl ‘ z d

Lois Jean Glines

FRIENDSWOOD HIGH SCHOOL
FRIENDSWOOD, TEXAS
1949-1950
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MR. HAROLD ALLMAN

MR. OTTO PARIS

MR. O. PARIS, B.A., MM FRIENDSWOOD SCHOOL
Band, Math BUS DRIVERS






Band Boosters Club
Entertained By
~ Students

Band Boosters Club met Monday
evening in the “Band House” for
the purpose of appointing commit-
tees to receive and entertain mem-
bers of the ‘Pigskin Revue” to be
presented by the club February
22, and were enjoyably entertained
by band. members preparing to
enter State Band Meet.

The first number presented by
‘students was a cornet duet by
Mary Nell McKithan and Mary
Matsushita. A drum solo was
‘played by Ann Abbotts and a clari-
‘net trio by Joe DeWitt, Howard
Kost and Joe Dudley Jephson.

Harold Madara entertained with
a bass horn solo, Nita Marie Bren-
nen, a flute solo, and Jeanne Ar-
nold played a saxaphone solo.

Mrs. Shirley Cherry presided in
the absence of the president, Mrs.
Jud Whitson, who is ill. :

Committees appointed for the
coming “Pigskin Revue” were

!

housing: Mrs. Dan York, Mrs. Carl

‘Bolin and Mrs. C. B. Jinks.

The refreshmer. committee in-
{cludes Mesdames George Stanton,
|Frank Cisco, Ed Avitts, J. F. Law
jand John Hart. s

Ticket and adve ctising committee
'consists of Mrs. R, L. Anderson and
Mrs. O’Connor.

An invitation to all teachers to
‘attend the matinee performance
(as guests of the club has been ex-
tended by Prof. Otto Paris.-

at the New York Worlds Fair was
discussed, and plans to attend were
made, pending proceeds from the
two entertainment events to be
staged by the Band Boosters Club.
A report from the secretary show-
ed a treasury amount of $73.69.

After " a delicious refreshment
plate was served in the cafeteria to
the 30 members present, it was
voted to extend an invitation to
each parent of a junior. high band
'member to become a member of
'the club,

Purpose of the Band Boosters
Club is to promote welfare of Al-

vin School Bands, and parents and‘

friends of both bands are asked
to participate in the club, Mrs,
Whitson said. i

Band Plays Twice
At County Fair

The Alvin High School Band, di-
' rected by Otto Paris, made two ap-
pearances when they played at the
Brazoria County Fair at Angleton
Friday, October 25.

The band played for the corona-'
tion of the queen at 4:30 o’clock and '
later put-on a concert at 6 o‘clock.

The Alvin band also led the pa-
rade which opened the County Fair
Tuesday morning,

Acceptance of the band to play|

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1940

Band Asked To
Play At Festival

The Alvin High Band has been
invited to attend the Mardi Gras
celebration held annually in Gal-
veston from Feb. 1 to 6. On Mon-
day, Feb. 5, special interest has
been given for a high school band
festival. Invitations have been ex-
tended to 50 bands within a radius
of 75 miles to take part in the
music festival. Nationally known
music critics will give each direct-
or, in a sealed envelope, a critic-
ism on the performance of the
band to aid in state contest work.

College organizations will give
concerts with the high school
bands. The Alvin High band will
also appear in the Royalty Parade
to be held Monday afternoon at
3 o'clock. T

1

_Another feature of the festival
will be a mass band concert in

which all visiting bands will take
part. This concert will be held
at 7:30 Monday evening.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1940

Group To Aftend ,'

Music Clinic At
Mineral Wells

Five students and two teachers

of Alvin High School left Wednes-
day for Mineral Wells to attend
the Texas Music Education Clinic.

Three band students, Iva Mae
Tatum, Mary Matsushita, and Susie
Alexander, who are twirlers in
the “A” band, are going to take
a drum major course under the
auspices of Mrs. H. E, Nutt, na-
tionally known twirler,

Marion Bish and William Pat-
rick from the choral club are to
sing in a group, composed of stu-
dents from all over Texas, direct-
ed by Mr. Noble Cain of Chicago.

Mr. Otto Paris, band director,
and Miss Ruth Pierce, choral club
teacher, are accompanying the
students. Mr. Paris will drive the
group to Mineral Wells in his
car; therefore, the students will
only have to pay their entrance
iee, board and room.

They are expected to return
home Sunday.

fConcert Tour Is
‘Arranged For Alvin

Band In March

A concert tour, to be climaxed by
the State Band Meet m Huntsville
on April 4, has been arranged for |
the Alvin High School Band with |
the first program scheduled to be
in Friendswood at the school audi-
torium at 8 p. m. on March 8.

According to Professor Otto Paris,
director of the band, all plans have
been completed with the only ten-
tative arrangement being the Angle-
ton concert on March 28.

The complete program is as fol-
lows: Friends, March 8; West Co-
lumbia, March 12; Pearland, March
15; Manvel, March 21; Freeport,
March 26; and Angleton, March 28.
All concerts will be free of charge
and will be given in school audi-
toriums at 8 p.m. ;

Mr. Paris stated this week thae]
band students who will compete .in |
state band meet competition of
solos and trios will appear at
Friendswood on March 1; Manvel,
March 11; and Angleton, March 18.
The musicians will play in Alvin
on March 4.

The list of soloists and others
entering the contest are: Jeanne
Arnold, saxophone; FEthel Jane
Whitson, flute; Doris Brennen, clar-
inet; Carl Beverly Bolin, bass clar-
inet; Joe DeWitt, clarinet; Nita
Marie Brennen, flute; Josephine
Boyd, oboe; Bennett Lee Rodgers,
basshorn; Lois Matteson, French
horn; Leona Florida, cornet; Arlyne
Haggard, trombone; Harold Madars,
baritone; Williar~ Davidson, bass
hoin, Joe Dudley Jephson, fdoward
Kost and Joe DeWitt are entering
with a clavinet trio and Margaret
Madara, Alice Kast erd Irene Sav-
idge are playing a drum trio. Other
entrants will include the drum maj-
ors, Ethe! Marie McDaniel, Susie
Alexander, Iva Mae Tatum, Ethel
Jane Whitson and Mary Matsushita.

Band Plays for the

Cornerstone Laying -

The Alvin High School Band
played in Angleton Saturday for
the laying of the cornerstone of the
new Brazoria County Courthouse
which is now under construction.

O
O

l Band Will Attend

| Music Festival

The Alvin High School -Band will
attend the Music Festival, spon-
sored by the American Legion in
|Pasadena Saturday.

There will be approximately 15
{ bands attending who will be judged
yaccording to their playing ability.
i There will also be a marching con-
test Saturday night.




Alvin High Band
Plays in Houston

The Alvin High Band, under the
‘direction of Mr. Otto Paris, gave
‘an open air concert in front of the
Coliseum at the Houston Fat stock
show Thursday afternoon beginning
at 5 o'clock. The selections played
were: “Our Director,” “Victory and
Fame,” “Trombones on Parade,”
“Traveler”, “Avenger,” “Footlifter’,
“Varcity Swing”, “His Honor”,
“Wanderlust”, “Washington Post”,
and “Hail Alma Mater.”

In the evening they attended the
rodeo. Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Law were
. chaperons.

The Clarion———

STUDENT DIRECTOR
SELECTED BY BAND

William Davidson, junior student,
was selected Friday by the members
of the Alvin High Band to enter
the contest of student directing in
the state band meet to be held in
Huntsville April 4th and 5th,

Bennett Lee Rodgers and Carl
Beverly Bolin have also been study-
ing directing under Mr. Otto Paris,
director of the Alvin High “A”
| Band. ‘

In deciding which boy should lead
them, the band considered his pos-
ture, his ability to lead the band,
and his interpretation of music. In
the contest he will be expected io
direct the band through two over-
tures, “Greir” and “Azalea.” He'
lalso has to be able to take the
lband through a sight-reading num-
ber.

The Clarion:

Band Boosters
Sponser Dance

The Alvin Band Boosters spon-
;sored a dance at the American Le-
| gion hall Saturday night, March 30.

Mr. George Stanton furnished the
recording machine for the music.

Approximately sixty students at-
tended the dance.

The chaperones were: Mr. and
Mrs. Otto Paris, Mrs. Jud Whitson,
|Mr. and Mrs. Max Weems, Mr. and
Mrs. Gus Durant, Mrs. LeNoir Ar-
nold and Mrs. H. V. Boyd.

BAND BOOSTERS MEET

Alvin Band Boosters Club will
meet Monday night at 7:30 in the
Band House. All members are re-
quested to attend as final plans
will be made for the New York
trip, Mrs. LeNoir Arnold announc-
ed.

Slips with a list of clothing will
be issued and a demonstration of
the bed linens to be used will be
shown.

THURSDAY, MARCH 21, 1940

The Clarion——

Band Director Is
Given Sweater

Mr. Otto Paris, band director, was

|given a jacket by the band students
Monday. Harold Madara, president
(of the band, presented the sweater
(during band practice at the sixth
period.

The body of the jacket is orange
wool, the sleeves are a cream leath-
er, and the cuffs and collar are las-
tex. The white emblem is a lyre
with A/H.S. printed on the bar,

'Landscape For Band
House Is Planned |

A beautiful landscape is being
planned for the band house by the
Band Boosters Club. Mrs. J. S.
Roberts is chairman of the commit-
tee and she is being assisted by
Mrs. W. E. Steele. Flowers are
being planted along the walks, the
lawn has been sodded and St. Aug-
ustine grass has been planted.
Shrubbery will surround the build-
ing, and a rose garden is being
planted.

Most of the planting will be com-
'pleted at the end of this week. Ap-

proximately one hundred dollars
| will be used for the landscaping.

‘Band Boosters To
‘Hear From Committee
At Meeting Monday

Members of the Alvin Band Boos-
i ters Club will hear the nominations
for new officers selected by the
nominating committee at the regular
club meeting Monday, May 6 at 7:30 !
[n. m. The meeting will be held in !
| the Bandhouse and all members are ,
asked to attend.

Final plans will be made for the
Alvin band’s trip to New York in
the summer and a list of clothing io
| be taken with the musicians will be
| issued.

Mrs. A. J. Whitson is president of
the organization and extends an
invitation to any parent, guardian
|or friend of the Alvin bands to join
Ithe Band Boosters Club and attend
their meetings.

I e [—

BAND PRESENTS
THREE CONCERTS

| The Alvin Senior High School
|band gave three concerts this week,
going to Angleton Monday night,

Friendswood Tuesday night, and

Pearland Friday night. These con-
certs were given for practice to help
the students prepare for State Meet.

The programs ranged from novel-
ty numbers to the heavier classical
musie, including the required State
Meet number, “Hero”, and the se-
lected number, “The Traveler”,

Carl Beverly Bolin, William Dav-
idson, and Bennett Rodgers, stu-
dent directors, conducted the band
through several marches.

Band Graduates
To Get Jackets

Twenty-six seniors were measur-
ed Tuesday for band Jjackets which
are given to the graduating mem-
bers each year. Last year the
members had a choice of orange
or white sweaters, They have de-
cided upon felt jackets this year.

The sleeves are white with burnt
orange cuff bands. The boys’
sleeves are made of leather while
the girls’ are felt. The body of
the jacket is burnt orange with
a white belt and a zipper front.

| On the left front side of the jacket
Iwill be a lyre-emblem with “AL-

VIN” across it and stripes repre-

isenting the number of years the
student was in the band,

!Dance Is Given

By Band Boosters

The Alvin Band Boosters spon-
sored a dance at the American Le-

'gion Hall Saturday night. The ad-

mission was twenty-five cents a
person, the proceeds to go in the
fund for the trip the band is plan-
ning for this summer. ;

Mr. George Stanton furnished a
recording machine which supplied
the music. The'dance was chaper-
oned by Mr. and Mrs. Joe Jeph-
son, Jr., Mrs. Jud Whitson, Mrs.
Otto Paris, Miss Estel Nettles, Mrs.
Morris Tilton, Mrs. Max Weems,
Mrs. Gus Durant, Miss LeNoir Ar-
nold and Mrs. Dan York.

After the dance the group made
a recording of several of the school
songs.




24 Bands Take Part
As Music Contests
Open at SH.S.T.C.

HUNTSVILLE, April 5—/Sp)—
Contests for Class C, D and E bands
were held Friday as the Region 5
band and orchestra contests of the
Texas Music Educators association
got under way at Sam Houston
State Teachers college.
| More than 1500 high school mu-
!sicians, representing 24 bands, par-
|ticipated in Friday's events. Some
12000 more boys and girls will move
into Huntsville Saturday when the
contests for Class A and B bands
|will be held,

Approximately 1000 visitors were
in Huntsville to witness Friday's
events.

Huntsville Band Wins

- Huntsville's' junior high school
band, directed by Hal Spencer, was
the only €lass D band to win first
division rating, and Alvin high
school's band, directed by Otto
Paris, was the only class C band to
place in first division. There were
ino first division winners in Class E.
The Hamilton junior high school
orchestra and band, directed by
Mary Ellen Henderson, placed in
the second division.

Brass so]oxsts to gain first divi-
sion rating were Lois Mattesen,
Alvin; Arlynne Haggard, Alvin;
Betty Cole, Bryan; Coman McDon-
ald, Normangee, and Bennett Rodg-
ers, Alvin.

Rebecca O'Bannon and Betty Jean
Hartt of the Huntsville junior high
school band were the only drum
majors to win first division.
| Percussion Winners
| Margaret Madara, Irene Savidge
and the drum trio from Alvin were
the winners in theﬁ:uercussmn group.

Eugene Blankenship of Crockett
was the only first in~ the string con-
test. In the reed solos, Josephine
Boyd lvin, Catherine Richards

nd and Joyece Herbert of
ark placed first.
vision winners are eligible
 the national region con-
test ar Waco in May.

ALVIN BAND ONE
OF FIVE TO GET
FIRST AT MEET

SIX SOLOISTS GET
FIRST DIVISION HONORS
AT HUNTSVILLE

; The Alvin High School Band,

under the direction of Otto Paris,
egain “brought home the bacon” by
‘ winning first division in sight read-
| ing and concert playing at the State
Band Meet in Huntsville last Fri-
day. This is the second year the
band has rated first division in the
meet and a new honor was bestowed
upon it Friday. The Alvin kand was
the only entrant in Class C which
won first division. There were only
five first division winners in the
_entire meet.

| Not only did the band rate tops,
ibut ailso the individual members
! who entered solo and ensemble con-
tests.

Margaret Madara won first divi-
sion in drumming to repeat her
record last year. She also won sec-
ond division in National meet. Other
" entrants who won first division are:
Bennett Lee Rodgers, bass horn
, player who won first at State and
third at National last year; Lois
Matteson, French horn; Josephine

~Boyd, ohoe; Irene Savidge, drum;

and Arlynne Haggard, trombone.

Second division winneps are: Le-
ona Florida, ' cornet; ita Marie
Brennen, flute; William Davidson,
bass born; Harold Madara, bari-
tone; Margaret Davidson, French
horn; (Carl Beverly Bolin, bass
clarinet; Ethel Jane Whitson, flute;
Alice Kost, drum; and Luther Avitts
drum. Jeanne Arnold, saxophonist,
won third division as did Ethel
Marie MecDaniel, Susie Alexander,
Iva Mae Tatum, Mary Matsushita
and Ethel Jane Whitson, twirlers.
William Davidson placed second in
student directing.

Having won first division in
marching at the meet last year, the
band was not entitled to march at
the meet this year; however, they
will enter the marching contest at
the National Band Meet in Waco
on May 9, 10 and 11. Only bands
winning first division are allowed
to enter in National competition.
The Alvin band took first place
honors in the marching contest at
the National meet held in Abilene
last year.

The Galena Park band placed
second in the meet in Class C. Other

| winners in Alvin’s class were: Sour
' Lake, Trinity, Crockett, Liberty and

Tomball, th.l!‘d division; and Hemp—

BAND BOOSTERS

APPOINT NOMINATING
COMMI(TEE MONDAY

HUNTSVILLE STATE BAND MEET
HUNTSVILLE, TEXAS

1940

Alvin Travelers Find
‘Band Picture in
Edmburg Curio Shop

f A, curio-us coincidence occurred
over the week-end in a small Edin-
' burg curio shop.

r. and Mrs. Troy Lambden of
vin and Mr. and Mrs, J. E. Wright
‘of Houston had been traveling in

exico visiting Matamoros, Rey-
1losa and Monterrey. Enroute home
ey visited in Brownsville and
er valley points. While in Edin-
|burg the group stopped at a curio
shop and rummaging through vari-
|ous : articles ground a scrapbook.

| he scrapbook contained a pic-

tux‘e of the Alvin High School Band.

At the regular monthly meeting
of the Alvin Band Boosters Club
Monday night, a nominating com-
mittee was elected with Mrs. George
Stanton chairman of the group.
Other members of the committee

are Mrs. Frank Richter, Mrs. J. F.
Law, Mrs. Walter Wright and Mrs.
H. V. Boyd.

Arrangements for the Band's trip

to Huntsville where they will parti-
cipate in the State Band Meet this
week-end were completed, The
Band will stay in the Boy Scout
iLodge and meals will be prepared
[ for them by several members of the
Band Boosters Club. Those announ-
cing their intentions to make the
trip to Huntsville a day before the
band’s departure were: Mesdames
John Brennen, LeNoir Arnold, A. O.
Evans, Otto Paris, A. J. Whitson,
C. B. Jinks, Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Law
and Mr. and Mrs. Luther Avitts,

The proposed trip to the World's
Fair to be made by the band this

summer was discussed and the gen-
eral opinion of the group was that

the trip would be possible provid-
ing the support and cooperation of
the entire community could he re-
lied on.




The Seventy Piece

Alvin High School .Bndl

A band which in three years has
made an outstanding record is the
Alvin High School pictured above.

Members of the organization are:
left to right, first row, Doris Bren-
nen, Joe DeWitt, Joe Dudley Jeph-

Second row:
Austin Evans,
Pearl Lee Perry,

son, Florence Brennen, Nita Marie

Brennen and Ethel Jane Whitson.
Jimmie

Roy

Marjorie Chambers, Mildred Idoux,

Richter, | Schilhab.
Lee Powell,
Irene Savidge, Huepers, Mildred

Gandy,

Susie Alexander, Carl Beverly Bol-
Leta Rue Thompson,

Third row: Ruth Hornback, Anita
Estelle Anderson,

Gertrude Chambers,
Elmer Wooster,

Arlyne Haggard.
Fourth row:

Edith

b, Mary E.

Evelyn | Margaret Madara,

Carlton Ely,
Eleanor Carroll,

Otto Paris, Alice
Kost, Ann Avitts, Irene Savidge,
Florine Wright,

son, Hazel Copeland, Margaret Da-
vidson, Jo Eva O’Connell, Josephine
Boyd, Dortha Mae Coliins Alice
Idoux, LaDell Jackson, Lois Matte-

Jeanne Arnold, Keith Cope, Betty
June Davidson, Mary Nell McKith-
an, Mary Matsushita, Bobby Bren-
nen, C. B. Jmks Leona Florxda,

FEilers, Doris Stanton, William Da-
vidson, Bennett L. Rodgers, B. D.
Flora, Bobby Cherry, Johnnie Lea
Brennen, John Hart, Harold Madara,

Iva Mae Tatum, Luther Avitts and
Drum Major Ethel Marie McDaniel.
—Photo by A. G. Welch.

~ ’

Alvin Band Starts For All Points

70 Musicians to Give Eight Concerts Enroute Excursion

Fast Saturday in 4000 Mile Tour

Seventy wide-eyed Alvin kids
will start Saturday on a trip that
will take them through most of the
Eastern United States and a smat-
tering of Canada, It is an experi-
ence to be remembered also by thir-
teen grown-ups who have volun-
teered for the job of chaperoning.

Final plans for the Alvin Band’s
sroposed motor caravan to Newn
York City via Washington, D. C,,
Philadelphia and "other cities were
made at a meeting of the Alvin
Band Boosters Club Monday night
at the band house.

The group will leave Alvin Sat-
urday, June 1 at 5:30 a. m. and go
thence to Morgan City, Louisiana
where a concert has heen arranged.
The first day’s trip will cover a dis-
tance of 320 miles.

Gulfport, Mississippi will be the
next stop for the Alvinites where
they will be on June 2. A musical
program will also be presented at
Gulfport. On June 3, the band will
go 283 miles to stay at Ogelika, 1}13-

Gainesville, Ga. on June 4. June 5
will see the group in Asheville, N.C.
and a stop-over will be made in
Roanoke, Va. on June 6.

To Washington

The District of Columbia and the
capital city of Washington will pro-
vide a two day wvisit for the band-
sters. Congress, the . White House
and numerous other official build-
ings as well as Washington’s monu-
ment will be viewed on June 7
and 8.

From Washington, D. C. the mu-
sicians will go a distance of 141
miles and stop at the beautiful city
of Philadelphia. The city has bid
for a concert from the visiting Tex-
ans and after spending the night at
the Pennsylvania metropolis, New
York City and the World’s Fair wiil
be the next stay-over.

Four days will be spent in the
“heart of the skyscrapers” and dur-
ing that time 70 pairs of feet will
tramp over the World’s Fair
grounds, Radxo Citp, Rockefeller

Liberty and a trip down the Hud-
son around the city will climax a
thrilling stay. Fair officials have
arranged a concert at the grounds
and the band will be guests of the
Texas Club during Texas Day at
the fair. The New York visit will
last from June 11 to June 15 when
the band will again be on their way
to Port Jervis, New York.

A concert will be given at Port
Jervis and on the same day, June 15,
the first division marchers will view
West Point Cadets in a full dress
military review.

Niagara Falls

On June 16 the caravan will hav.
reached Niagara Falls for the sights
there and then into the Province
of Quebec, Canada where a royal
welcome has been promised at
Windsor. A Windsor civic club will
be hosts to the group at an inte: -
national dance to “further the good-
will and wunderstanding between
youths of the two nations” after
the Alvin Band gives a concert to




“OQUR DIRECTOR”

Ctto Paris, who nas woven 70

schocl siudents inte one of the

finest musical erganizaticns in the
| south, is director of the Alvin
| Hish Scheol Rand and it was he
| who came here three years ago
l to start the gveup on a path of
| musical fame. Mr. Paris is a for-
' mer director of the Kilgore high

schoc! band.

BAND TRIP—

(continued from page one)

entertain the Canadians. June 18
will be spent sight-seeing in ‘Wind-
sor and the huge automobile fac-
tories in Detroit. i

ton, Ohio, will be the next stop-
over and a program by the band is
also scheduled at this city. The blue
grass country of Louisville, Ken-
| tucky will be visited by the band-
| sters on June 20 and from there, the

| travelers will proceed to Bowling

Green, Kentucky for a mght’s stay.
| June 22 will see the group in De-
catur, Alabama for a night con-
cert with the Decatur Band and a

. marching exhibition. From Decatur

the group will travel to Little

Rock, Arkansas.
| The group will be on'the irail
home by June 24 when they plan

. to stay in Kilgore and give a con-

cert in the Texas oil fields of that
area.

The travelers
after June 25th.
Plans Cempleted

A trained nurse, Mrs. O. L. Good-
man of Alvin, will be included in
the party and every precaution for
the young peoples’ protection is
being taken. Insurance policies have
been taken out in case of accidents
and to every five students will be
appointed a chaperone.

Approved water will be kept on

will be at home

To Make Trip

Those who plan to make the trip |
are: Doris Brennen, Joe DeWitt,
Jot Dudley Jephson, Hazel Cope-
land, Margaret Davidson, Jo Eva
O’Connell, Josephine Boyd, Dortha
Mae Collins, Alice Idoux, LaDell
Jackson, Lois Matteson, Florence
Brennen, Nita Marie Brennen, Ethel
Jane Whitson, Jimmie Richter, Roy
Lee Powell, Pearl Lee Perry, Irene
Savidge, Marjorie Chambers, Mil-
dred Idoux, Jeanne Arnold, Keith
Cope, Betty June Davidson, Mary
Nell McKithan, Mary Matsushita,
Bobby Brennen, C. B. Jinks, Leona
Florida, Susie Alexander, Carl
Beverly Bolin, Leta Rue Thompson,
Edith Schilhab, Ruth Hornback,
Anita Huepers, Mildred Schilhab,
Mary E. Gandy, Estelle Anderson,
Evelyn Eilers, Doris Stanton, Wil-
liam Davidson, Bennett L. Rodgers,
B. D. Flora, Bobby Cherry, Johnnie
Lea Brennen, John Hart, Gertrude
Chambers, Carlton Ely, Elmer
Wooster, Eleanor Carroll, Arlyne

the bus,

'colleges and similar structures, res-
ervations already having been taken
|cale of. Only in Washington, D. C.
and New York City will hotels be
patronized.
How To Send Mail
Parents and friends of the band-
sters may wrlte to the following
cities by addressing letters as fol-
lows: Name of child, % Alvin
School Band, General Delwery, and
name of city. Air mail is the sug-
gested method of dehvery as it is
| faster and delivery is better assur-
ed. Parents are cautioned to send
the mail in plenty of time to have
it at the desired destination by the
time of the band’s arrival.
Cities at which mail will be call-
ed for are as follows:
Gainesville, Georgia
Washington, D. C.
Philadelphia, Pa.
New York City
Windsor, Canada
Bowling Green, Ky
Little Rock, Ark.
A telegram will be sent back each
night to George Haggard and will
be posted at the post office.

Leaving Detroit on June 19, Day-|

SHE’S LEADER OF BAND

Nights will be spent in schools, '

Haggard, Alice Kost, Ann Avitts,

Florine Wright, Iva Mae Tatum,

Luther Aviits, Ethel Marie Mc-

Daniel, Patsy Connor, Bob Shaw,
Peggy Baines, Charles Collier, Doris
Middleton, James Sparks, Wayne
Law, Patricia Monarch, Morine
'Huepers. Chaperones will be Mes-
dames E. W. McDaniel, C. B. Jinks
Sr., LeNoir Arnold, John Brennen,
A. J. Whitson, O. L. Goodman and
Mr. and Mrs. Luther Avitts, Mr. and
Mrs. Otto Paris, Mr. and Mrs. J.

ALVIN HIGH SCHOOL
1940

F. Law, W. H. Meyers, Bob Rxpley
Irene Savidge, Margaret Madara, and Roy Chambers

The gal who prances in front of the crack Alvin High School
Band, which leaves Saturday for New York City, is brunette Ethel
Marie McDaniel, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E. W. McDaniel. She is
an accomplished twirler and with Twirlers Susie Alexander, Mary
Matsushita, Iva Mae Tatum and Ethel Jane Whitson will do s&v,élﬁl‘
flag and baton drills at concerts to be glven enroute the trip.

BAND



Day by Day Diary
Of Alvin Band’s
4000 Mile Tour

By OTTO PARIS

Since June 1 when 82 Alvin-
ites left on the 4000 mile tour
there has never been a dull mo-
ment. Last week you read about
New Orleans and Gulfport and:
the scenery and industries of the
South Coast. This week we leave
the coast, going northward through
Georgia, Tennessee, Virginia, Mary-
land, Delaware and Pennsylvania.

In Atlanta the band received a
very cordial welcome. We were:
taken to the Holt Junior High
School where we were fed by the
Home Economics girls. We pre-
sented a dressed concert on the|
school lawn to about 1600 students.

We'as guests were taken to see

e ‘“Cyclorama” located on the
spot of the battle of Atlanta. The
Cyclorama is part painting and’
part touchable objects connected
to gether ,forming one huge pic-

ture reenacting the “Battle of At-|
lanta.” P

The night of June 4 was spent
in Gainesville, A. G. Welch’s home
town. We spent a grand night in
the Gainesville. High - School. In
the evening some went to a movie
and some of the the gang went
swimming. Coal and steel mills
are found in Gainesville.

“June 5 found us travelling be-
tween Gainesville and Ashville,
N. C. The scenery has changed to
mountains covered with tall, deep
‘green trées while here and “there
is sheltered a mirror-like 1lake
trickling over the:rocks::  ‘Over the
rivers are bridges barely wide en-*
ought to permit the busses to cross.

We ate. a 'picnic:lunch' among
the mountain trées and traveled
on, Ashville coming into view about
5 p.m. Here again we Teceived
'hospitality in the gymnasium of
the Biltmore College. We were
even given -an irening' board. -*

For recreation. different groups
enjoyed swimming, movies, ‘Water-
loo Bridge and the recreation park
where free rides were given the
[band members. Ashville ‘has a
rayon mill and coal mines. Rye
fields are frequently seen along the I
road. i

On June 6 Roanoke, Va was

change. We travelled through the:
mountains for six hours covering
only 100 -miles. Dinner was -eat-
en in Bristol, Virginia, but across
the street was Tennessee. Roanoke
High school was the lodging place
for the night.

our goal. - The scenery ‘didn’t |

|

Sky-Line Drive

June 7. The main point of in-

terest was the Shenandoah Na-
tional Park, Va. It includes 182,-
854 acres of land with the altitude
varying frem 800 feel above sea
level at the north entrance to 4,-
049 feet at the summit of Hawks-
bill mountain. It is for the. far-
reaching views from the Skyline
Drive that the park is most widely
known. The drive stretches
through the park for 97 miles, 74
of which we covered.

At intervals along the drive park- |

ing overlooks have been construct-
ed to afford the motorist an op-
portunity to pause‘and enjoy the
breath-taking vistas. It was at
‘one of these we ate a picnic lunch. |
| The altitude was so high we felt
balmy as we walged about.

Washington, ‘D. C.

At 9:45 p.m. on June 7 the band
reached Washington, D. C. One
will never really appreciate his
|capital without seeing it. As we
entered the city wé rounded the
Lincoln Memorial Building. The
statute of Lincoln,!'dimly lighted
is seen through huge pillows which

on either ,side are.famous inscrip- |

tions engraved in the marble. From
here a long, reflected pool leads
to the Washington monument

We rénted cabins in Camp Wash-
ington, located*on the island “sur-
rounded by the Potamac River.
Every one 'sleptt vgbll but were
anxious to tour the city and see
all the important buildings the
next day. The tour was everything
it promised to be.

Enroute to the Capitol building
we passed many interesting gov-
ernmental buildings and as a grand
climax to the street, the huge
Capitol is seen in the center of the
distance settled among the many
trees and shrubs surrounding it.

Our picture was taken on the
Capitol steps with Senators Shep-
pard, and Connally and Congress-
man Mansfield.

Among other places of interest
we visited the Smithsonian Insti-
tution. This Institution is a mus-
eum containing important relics of
by—gone days such as “The Sp1r1t

of St. LOUIS," the plane of Lmd-
burgh.

The Arlington Cemetery is the
resting place of men and women
who have struggled for this coun-
try. In this is the home of Gen-
eral Robert' E. Lee .the tomb :of
the soldiers of the Civil War, the
tomb of the UnKnown Soldier, pro-
tected by a continuous guard, and
many others.

Mr. and Mrs. Otto Paris were
married 14 years on June 7, but
it seemed the band weren’t satis-
fied with that marriage because
ithey married them over again in
|a mock wdding after which ice
cream and cake were- served to the'
group i

After leaving Washington iwe
‘hardly realized. when we left 6ne
city. and ‘entered another: - The
‘main sight enroute to Philade}phia-
‘was_ Baltimore. !

=, Philadelphia

At ‘last the band reach ‘that his-"
torical city of the north, Philadel-
phia: It was impossibie, but sure
‘enough, as we entered- the ' city,

|there stood the Elverson Building,

home of the Daily Inquirer.

We met some grand people. Mrs.
Robert C. Loving, president of the
Mother’s club of the Girls’ High
school took us to v1§1t the mayor
and th@ city ~hall;**We met Mr.
_Samnelsf(lzegﬁ of, .City “Council and
Supt Sutton of the police depart-
ment who gave us a police escort
throughout the tour. We made a
left turn that hadn’t been made in
10 years and ran a red light!

Independence Hall is about the
most valuable site of Philadelphia.
Here the Colonial Assembly met in
1752 and it was here that the Con-
stitution of the United States was
adopted. In the hall hangs the
original chandelier which was used,
in 1753, over two centuries lold.’ “"i
,_Benjamm Franklin was f_ibqu

in a corner of the Old Chi‘ist
Church' cemetery. The « grave '

decorated with:a flag:  The Betsy
Ross home, birthplace of the Am-.
erican flag, still stands as a hum-
ble but memorial dwelling. Betsy
Ross and-her husband ran an up-

holstery shop.
The magmficent Delaware Rlver

bridge connects Delaware and New
Jersey. .

Broad street is
of Philadelphia.

It

Girls’ “High School. Here" rqal hos-
pitality was rendered with huge
showers, elavators, a banquet and
dance and true friendship. We
gave a concert and in return they
demonstrated their singing ability.

We are leaving for New Ybrk
City! It seems as though we will
reach there at .last.

\; OTTO PARIS

B.ISI ‘Given' Po}lce eScort through

-New Yorlf,ir Great thrill to run red
thté's i

ALVIN HIGH SCHOOL BAND
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ers Seeing Washington

FVANGELINE COUNTRY, “OLD ORLEANS”’; ATLANTA ARE SEEN ON FIRST LAP

Will See World’s Fair Next Week

BY MORINE HUEPERS

Opelika, Ala., June 3— Singing
‘The Eyes of Texas”, seventy mem-
sers of the Alvin High School Band
arrived in Morgan City, Louisiana
Saturday night at about 6 p. m. and
the first lap of a 4000 mile trip to
New York City and Canada was
completed.

The trip marks the second time in
four years that the championship
musicians have made an extensive
tour, Their “trip of a lifetime” was
taken in 1938 to Carlsbad Caverns
and almost to the day, this “dream
trip” was planned by Director Otto
Paris, Alvin school board members
and the Alvin Band Boosters Club
of which Mrs. A. J. Whitson is pres-
ident.

Going by way of Port Arthur, the
first few miles of Saturday’s pour-
ney was uneventful with the ex-
ception of a thrill received when
the magnificent 185 foot tall bridge
at Port Arthur was viewed, and
candid cameras clicked at the en-
gineering masterpiece. We left Al-
vin at about 6 a. m. and reached
Galveston in time to catch the 7
o'clock ferry to Bolivar.

BANDSTER STRICKEN
WITH APPENDICITIS

Eleanor Carroll, Alvin High band-
ster, was stricken with acute ap-
pendicitis while the group was
staying in Philadelphia. She was
operated on Sunday night in the
Herman hospital there, and accord-
ing to reports from her parents, re-
layed from Philadelphia, she is|
doing very nicely,

Mrs. A. J. Whitson, who talked
to Eleanor's mother, Mrs. Porter
Carroll over long distance, said that!
the whole city had practically adop-
ted her, and that Philadelphia citi-
zens insisted on taking care of all
expenses at that end.

Eleanor will return home in ap-
proximately a week, and to take the
place of the thrill she is missing
at the New York World's Fair, she
will be brought home by airplane
in exactly eleven hours, to Hous-
ton, where she will be met by an
ambulance and carried to Alvin.

ALVIN HIGH SCHOOL BAND
1940

For many of the band students,
the entrance into the state of Louis-
iana proved to be the first visit
they had ever made to the state.
Miles of lavender hyacinths covered
the roadsides and most of the towns
were typically French in appear-
ance. Old timers preserved the “old
south” atmosphere 1n numerous
towns by driving dilapidated sulkies
and many of the drivers looked to
be of moderate means.

Lunch was eaten in Jennings and
coffee which was “cut with a knife
and the cream poured in the crack”
was served. Of course Maxwell
House (pardon the plug) was avail-
able and the waiters asked if the
orderer wanted Louisiana coffee or
the other.

Proceeding into Louisiana we saw
many acres of sugar cane and, al-
though rice is supposed to be prev-
alent in that state, we did not see
much of it; however, ‘we did note
that the rice crop was considerably
“hehind” many of the fields near
Alvin,

Giant oak trees rated many “ohs
and ahs” from the travelers as we
went through the country which has

Evangeline and her tragic life with
the Acadians who were driven from
the north. We noticed that instead
of counties, parishes are used in
Louisiana and religious names pre-
dominated the list. Several large
forests of oaks stood barren of
foliage in a section near Lake
Charles and reminded one of a no-
man’s land in Europe. The trees are
said to have been killed by chemi-
cals from an arsenal factory nearby.

We spent the night in Morgan
City in a Catholic Memorial Hall
and were in bed and asleep by 10:30
p. m. We arose at about 5 a. m. Sun-
day morning and after eating a
breakfast drove on to New Orleans,
Down In Orleans

The inspiration of “Basin Street
Blues” and the well known Canal
Street of New Orleans were seen
by us Sunday at about 10 o’clock
after motoring over the new $13,-
000,000 Huey P. Long bridge, which
is 4.4 miles including approaches,
longest railroad bridge in the world.
The bridge has two 18 foot auto
roadways and its central pier rests
on sand 170 feet below the water
of the Mississippi and extends a

been made famous by the story of

BAND TRIPPERS—

(continued from page one)

total of 409 feet high or equal to
a 36 story building.

A licensed guide was provided to
show us the many historical spots
of the city.

We first saw Loyola University,
Tulance University and the Sugar
Bowl stadium where the annual
New Year’s Day football classic is
played. We then went down Canal
street, the main business thorough-
fare which we were told was once
covered with water. The street is
also the scene of the New Orleans
Mardi Gras each year.

Louisiana Purchase Building

The guide explained that there
is actually an Old Orleans and then
the new addition which is known
{as New Orleans. The difference in
the two “towns” is marked inas-
much as the Canal street of the new
area measures 172 feet from curb
to curb and some of the older streets
measure only 19 feet. During the
administration of Governer Huey
Long a $12,000,060 charity hospital,
the largest in the United States, was
built and it is truly a :ontrast to
the centuries old buildings in “Old
Orleans.”

Of the old buildings, possibly the
most historical is the Cabildo which
was used for the signing of the
Louisiana Purchase and which was
built soon after the: disastrous fire |
of Orleans in 1788. The building
(holds the famous painting of the
Battle of New Orleans and Napo-
leon Bonaparte’s death mask in
bronze, which was made by the am-

(See BAND TRIPPERS page &

Play For Hundreds

l mach band member has addeq al
‘P. S. to this which is “Be seeing
you on the 25th.” : 1
|" We leave for Atlanta and Gaines-
\ville, Georgia, Tuesday morning.

Enroute to Gulfport an avenue of |
summer estates dots the waterfront. |
We arrived in Gulfport at about

15:30 p. m. and prepared to spenu
'the night. Our “house” was the

band house of the Gulfport High
School Band. After donning uni-
forms and going to supper we gave
a concert at the community center
which is out on a wide pier in the
Gulf. Several hundred people jam-
med around the open building in
which we played.

After the concert a swimming
party was held at the pool of a
local resort hotel. Then seventy
sleepy band students “hit the hay”
to dream of “things to come.” \

Monday morning we left Gulf-
port for Opelika, Alabama and vis-
ited Mobile, Montgomery and other
cities. The scenery along the way is|
similar to that in East Texas and
towns are few and far between. In |
one small hamlet we saw several |
| cotton farmers plowing their crops;
with cows and several of the peo- |
ple we saw in the “piney woods”
wore long old fashioned clothes.

In Brewton, Alabama we aza |
lunch and were told the town was'i
kept up by a crate factory which |
produces crates for Maytag washers.

We will not give any more con-‘
| certs until we reach Philadelphia on
| Sunday. Everybody is anxious to:
reach the “big town” but several
have hinted that a “little” home-|
sickness has set in; however, songs
are still sung as we enter and leavel
| the cities—which is a good sign of’
enthusiasm.

peror’'s own physician who later
presented it to the City ot New Or-~
leans. The cabildo is the city mu-
seum and is on the upper side of
the well known St. Louis Cathedral
which was constructed during the
Spanish regime of Governor Caron-
delet. Antique furniture used by the
early governors of the city has been
preserved and is shown at the mu-
seum,

The original Confederacy flag is
housed at the museum and our
guide said that it was made of pure'
silk, It is framed and a glass cover
protects it but age has almost de-
terioated the banner.

A huge slave block which was
used for auctioning slaves hefore
the war of 1861 is in back of the
Cabildo and quarters where the
slaves were kept are also in the
rear of the building,

The French quarter of the city is
almost completely covered with an-
tique shops some of which are cun
in buildings formerly owned by
prominent citizens and houses of
state.

While in the Louisiana city we
were also taken to several ceme-
teries where graves are all on top
of the ground. The water level in
New Orleans is now only 8 feet and
formerly water could be reached at
3 feet, thus the above ground graves.
One cemetery which was started by
a very wealthy gambler is said o
be one of the most beautiful in ihe
United States and several of the
huge monuments costs as much as
$95,000.

After completing the sightseeing
tour we ate a chickez: dinner and '

proceeded to Gulfport, Mississippi.




\lvin High School ar}d Captures National Capt‘ol

Receiving one of the most generous receptions ever accorded a high school organization, Alvin’s National
Champion High School Band was met on the capitol steps by a delegation of Senator Morris Sheppard between
two Alvin girls at right of Congressman J. J. Mansfield who is seate ' in the chair.. Senator Tom Connally is be-
tween two girls at Mr. Mansfield’s left. The band, after playing a :oncert at the New York World’s Fair and in |
Windsor, Canada, will return home through the middle western states. __PHbEe Conrtesy Houston Ghrontes

ALVIN HIGH SCHOOL BAND
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Alvin High School Band
Alvin, Texas

PRESENTS

NEW YORK WORLD'S FAIR
PROGRAM
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Alvin, a city of 2500 people where twelve passenger trains daily compete
with ten buses for its traveling public, is located 26 miles from Houston and
31 miles from Galveston.

In 1878 Alvin Morgan paid the high price of $1.00 per acre for ground that
has since leased to oil companies for as high as $5,000 per acre. Production of
citrus fruits, pears, strawberries, figs, and the dairy industry helped consolidate
and hold the city until the discovery of oil in 1934. Within a radius of fifteen
miles there are now seven oil fields valued at many millions of dollars. Sulphur
fields are located nearby. )

The Alvin $1,000,000 school plant, built since 1936 and conveniently ar-
ranged on a 37 acre campus, is rated among the best in the south. With a
faculty of forty-seven picked teachers for approximately 1,000 scholastics and
a total income of $209,729 in 1939-40, the Alvin people are seeing just how
much can be done for their children. '

The Senior High School offers a total of 4815 credits, fifty per cent of
which are included in such special departments as: Home Economics, Industrial,
Arts, Commercial, Public Speaking, Public School Music, Journalism, Band,
Physical Education and Agriculture. Each of these departments is in the charge
of specially trained teachers, who devote full time in the field of their major
training.

The school plant will be fairly complete when the $33,000 Achletic Stadium,
which is now under way, is finished.

(John S. Poynor Co., Alvin, Texas—publishers of The County News)
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Champion High School Band

Given ‘“‘Award of Merit’’ at Fair

Chairman of Fair Board Made Presentation;
First Award to Be Presented This Year, .

Only Three Given During Last Season

Alvin’s National Champion high school band and
their director, Otto Paris, were presented with an “Award
of Merit” by the chairman of the Board of Directors of the
New York World’s Fair, where the band appeared in full:
dress for a concert and parade.

The Alvin band is the only high school organization |

to receive the award this year and only three such awards|

~were presented during the season
l1ast year, W. H. Meyers, principal
of the Alvin high school, said.

A flag day parade featuring
many high school bands was led by
Otto Paris and his Alvin bandsters
in the fair grounds and it was
said that the superior playing,
marching and colorful uniforms of -
the Alvin group led to the decision
of the Board of Directors to make
presentation of the award.

Mrs. LeNoir Arnold, who is ac-
companying the band as a chap-
erone, writes from West Point that
the band stopped at the school and
saw a drill by the cadets and then
‘played a concert for the boys.

During their stay in Windsor,
Canada, the band was lavishly en-

ork’s brilliantly lighted avenues, tertained by the Canadians and
hen back under the Hudson River Was guest of the Ford Motor Com-
hrough the Lincoln tunnels. 'The pany at their Rouge plant in that
lvinites were amazed that the |city.

ridge hung from four cables and | Thyrsday the band was in Day-
ome were rather dubious about |ton Ohio, and played a concert be-
oing under the river. | fore a record crowd in the munici-
On the 12th Dr. Bader personally | pal park. They left Thursday for

onducted a tour to such we} Bairdstown, Ky., and will reach
nown points of interest as Grant’s | Alvin Tuesday.

‘omb, Columbia University, St.
ohn’s Cathedral, the Aquariun,
stock Exchange and Radio City.

On the 13th the band visited the
fair then returned to West New
York to parade for a Flag Day cele-
yration. Leona Florida was happily
urprised by seeing quite a number
f her relatives. She spent the night
vith her uncle, Dr. H. B. Hansen at
1is home on Long Island. Friday
he band spent sightseeing at the
Tair again. ' |

Mrs. Bader sent a special message
o Alvin saying that everyone was

hrilled with the Alvin Band and F LORENCE BRENNEN
wad enjoyed their having been' SECOND B AND VICTIM

hera.
The second victim o1 acute ap-
pendicitis during the band trip was
Florence Brennen, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Bob Brennen, who was
stricken at Little Rock Sunday and
was rushed to St. Vincent’s hospital

AND WELL RECEIVED
[T WEST NEW YORK

Miss Leona Florida wrote very
nthusiastically about the reception
f the band at West New York, her
iother’s home town. Her mother’s
jends, Dr. and Mrs. Louis Bader,
rranged for the care and entertain-
ent of the Texas visitors. |

A police escort led them into the
ty, supper was provided and pub- |
¢ officials gave greetings. Under |
1e leadership of Dr. and Mrs.
ader the band went to see New
‘ork City by night.

They crossed the Hudson River
- way of the George Washington
ridge, traveled south along New

~

at that place where an emergency |
operation was performed. She was
reported as getting along nicely at
last reports. i

Eleanor Carroll, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Porter Carroll was similar-
ly stricken at Philadelphia and will
arrive at the Houston airport at 9
o’clock tonight by plane from the |
Pennsylvania city. |

ALVIN, TEXAS,

FRIDAY, JUNE 14, 1940

JI'wirling on a Trip

Ethel Marie McDaniel, drum majorett 1t Alvin, Txas,

high school band, shows Bernard Samuel, president of City
Council, how to twirl a baton, as band visits city on its way
(via school bus) to New York World's Fair

TEXAS CHILDREN PASS

(Story from Montgomery,
Advertiser)—

While French school children are
being slaughtered by German
bombs, it was certainly a relief to
the writer Monday to observe three
large school buses passing through.
They were loaded down with happy
Texas children on their way to the
New York World’s Fair and a short
visit to Canada thereafter.

The buses were from Alvin,
Texas. There were, perhaps, 100
Texas high school boys and girls
and they had a big time during a
fifteen-cinute stop on Madison Ave-
nue. They said they were looking
forward with delight to the wond-
ers of New York and the fair.

Yes, what a difference between

| Montgomery and Paris. But will

that difference be as wide in a year
or two from now if Hitler wins?

(Ala.)

By MISS MORINE HUEPERS

The Alvin High School Band from
Alvin, Texas stopped over here
Monday night and rendered a con-
cert at the local ball park.

The band, which is composed of
seventy members under the direc-
tion of Otto Paris, is traveling in
three school buses to New York City
and points in Canada. While in New
York the group will give a concert
at the World’s Fair on a special in-
vitation from fair officials. A civic
club in Windsor, Canada will be
host to the musicians at an inter-
national dance when they visit the
Canadian city.

Organized in 1937, the Alvin band
has won Texas State music meet
honors and took first division at a
recent National Music meet in
Waco, Texas, which was attended
by bands from New Mexico, Louis-
iana and Oklahoma.

The band is well known through-
out Texas and made a 2,000 mile
trip in 1938 to Carlsbad Caverns in
New Mexico and to Old Mexico.
The organization is a part of a
million dollar school plant com-
pleted in Alvin last year.
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Our Alma Mater bids you fight, Yellow Jackets  fight.
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ALVIN HIGH SCHOOL BAND

ALVIN, TEXAS
1937-1938

BAND

Pictured above is the entire Alvin High School Band which boasts 81 pieces. Instru-
ments and uniforms were purchased last fall at a cost of about $12,000, and practices began
in October. Remarkable pregress was made by this group under the direction of Otto Paris
who came to Alvin from Kilgere High School last fall.

The band won second division in concert playing and marching at the district band
meet held in Huntzville April 8. They went to the state band mest in Waco April 29 and 30
where they won second in the Eastern Division in concert playing and marching. In the
Huntsville meet Lois Matteson and LaDell Jackson won first places, and Margaret Davidson
and Morine Huepsrs won second places in the French horn solo contest.

CORNETS
Evelyn Faye Brennen
Betty Donovan
Margaret Durant
Leona Flerida
Lerert Pietzsch
James Sparks
Mary Matsushita
BARITONES
Dick Alexander
Fred Camp
Hareld Madara
PICCALO
Ethel Jane "Whitson
TROMBONES
Willie Mae Ballard
Fleanor Carroll
Arlyne H
Wayne Laz
Edmund Leary
Lee McVey
Elmer Wocster

BASSES
Vernon Cox
William Davidson
C. Hering

I.
B

FRENCH HORNS
Ramona Buchanan
Dortha Mae Collins
Margaret Davidson
Moerine Huepers
LaDell Jackson
Lois Mattesen

FLUTES
Nita Marie Brennen
Florence Brennen

OBOES
Josephine Boyd
Alice Idoux

CLARINETS

Dorothy Alexandesr
Doris Brennen
Marjorie Chambers
Hazel Copeland
Joe DeWitt

Austin Evans
Dorothy Idoux

Joe Dudley Jephson
C.B.Jinks

LaVerne Kilgore
Soledad Luna
Dorothy Parsley
Pearl Lse Perry
Roy Lee Powell
Edith Schilhab
Laurine Smith
Heward Kost
Jimmy Richter

SAXOPHONES.

Mildred Idoux
James Littleton

BASSOON
Patricia Monarch

TYMPANI
Hortense Barrell

COLOR BEARERS

Adelaide Thomas
Brady Law

FANFARE TRUMPETS
Brady Law
Carl Beverly Bolin
Richard Goodridge
Ralph Colbert
]. C. Carlisle
Alma Walters
Gertrude Chambers

BELL LYRES

Patricia Monarch
Barbara Lee Dock
Josephine Bovd
Marjorie McCown
Ethel Jane Whitson

DRUMS
Gertrude Chambers
Ann Avitts
Maxine Bish
Alice Kost
Margaret Madara
Irene Savidge
Ivie Mae Tatum
Florine Wright
Anna Marie Walters
Edith Madara

DRUM MAJOR
]. Ross Dollar

TWIRLERS
Mary Virginia Collins
Ethel Florida
Ethel Marie McDaniel
Martha Alexander

MR. OTTO PARIS

B.A., North Texas State Teachers
College
Band
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Alvin High Band To
Play In Galveston

The Alvin High School Band has
accepted an invitation to play in
Galveston Sunday, April 23, for
the Splash Day celebration which
opens the bathing season for this
spring.. ™ :
‘ Directoir-Otto Paris first reject-
ed the invitation but later accept-
ed, since the Alvin band is the only
one invited. Advertising literature
already had been .sent out over
South Texas and Louisiana an-!
nouncing that the Alvin Band
would attend. e i

“Since the band will leave for
Abilene April 27 for -the National
Band Meet, I at first judged our
going might upset our practice to
some extent,’ 'explained Mr. Paris
when asked about his reply to‘
the invitation. - ‘ i

The band will play and march in
Galveston at the Oleander Festival
parade. . S

Sl

s

SR

The 75-piece Alvin High School Band had a conspicuous part on the Splash 'Day program here Sun-
day, enlivening the afternocon with its playing and the perf
ctured above in front of the Buccaneer

Band to March In
- Oleander Parade

The Alvin High School Band has
received an invitation from the
Galveston Junior Chamber of Com-
merce to participate in the parade
for the annual Oleander Festival
to be held Sunday afternoon on
the seawall boulevard. After the
parade the band members will be
guests of the Chamber of Com-
merce for supper.

Last year fifteen bands from
Texas and Louisiana attended this
celebration and approximately hat
many are expected this year.

The band also received an invi-
tation from the Lamar High
School in Houston to attend Tues-
day their concert given -annually
by their ‘band and choral club.
The band did not attend, though,
because of conflicting engagements.

ormance of its girl drum majors. The band is
otel with four good-looking baton-twirlers going through

heir act while Otto Paris directs. The attention that they attracted is indicated by the thousands
crowding around them on the Boulevard. The band this weelz will go to Abilene to participate in the
national band meet at Hardin-Simmons, University. It won first place in concert playing, sight reading
and marching at the state meet in Huntsville March 30 and 31. !

ALVIN BAND ENTERTAINS SPLASH DAY CROWDS

Band SeniorsTo
Choose Sweaters

Fifteen senior members of the
'High School Band will meet with
Director Otto Paris to choose the
type and color of sweaters that
‘are to be awarded to them in the,
near future. A music lyre with,
‘Alvin printed across the bottom
and stripes indicating the years
of service will be placed on the
‘sweater that Mr. Paris hopes to
give to every band member upon

graduating.

. The seniors in the band this year
‘are Vernon Cox, Bennett Lee Rog-
ers, Wayne Law, Morine Huepers,
Hortense Barrell, Evelyn Fae Bren-
nen, James Sparks, Dorothy Idoux,
tricia Monarch, Glenn Cisco,
Soledad Luna, Mary Virginia Col-
lins, J. Ross Dollar, Martha Alex-
ander, and Ethel Florida.




The Alvin high school band, directed by Otto Paris (below), will
leave Wednesday for Abilene, where the 75-piece organization will
participate in the national band meet at Hardin-Simmons university.
The band, organized 18 months ago, won its first public laurels when
it placed in first division at state meet at Huntsville March 30.

Band To Leave
Wednesday For
National Meet

State Champions To Enter
Contests At Abilene ;
April 27-28 f

|

The Alvin High School Band,
will leave Wednesday morning at
6 o'clock for Abilene to compete
for konors in concert playing, sight
reading, and marching at the Na-
tional Band Meet. About 80 stu-
dents and chaperons are expected
to make the trip.

The group will spend Wednes-

. day, Thursday, and Friday nights
B in the Abilene Christian College
Gymnasium and they will eat their
meals at the college cafeteria,
which adjoins the gymnasium, ac-
cording to Mr. J. F. Law, who was
in Abilene Sunday and Monday
making arrangements for the trip.

The Band will participate in
concert playing and sight reading
Thursday afternoon and will march
Friday night.

The three first division solos
who will compete Thursday morn-
are: Ethel Marie McDaniel, twirler;
Bennett Rodgers, bass horn, and
Margaret Madara, snare drum.

Some of the chaperones who are
planning to make the trip are:
Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Whitson
Mrs.  Otto Paris, Mr. and
Mrs. Frank Cisco, Mr. and Mrs.
Luther Avitts, Mr. and Mrs. J. F.
Law, Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Alexan-
der, Mr. and Mrs, J. E. Alexander
and others. All other parents and
Alvin citizens who are interested
in going are cordially invited.

 FRIDAY, APRIL 28, 1939

l 'DIRECTOR

OTTO PARIS

Alvin HS Band
In Abilene For
National Meet

Aiming at national champion-
ship honors, Alvin’s State champ-
ionship class C band, under the'
direction of Otto Paris, arrived in
Abilene Wednesday night to com-
pete Thursday and Friday in the
national meet that is being held
in that city.

The band will compete in the
sight - reading and concert con-
tests on Thursday and will com-
pete in the marching contest Fri-
day night.

Among those accompanying the
band to Abilene were: Mr. and
‘Mrs. J. F. Law, Mrs. Carl Bohn,;
Miss Nora Louise Willeford, Mr.
‘and Mrs. Jud Whitson and Mr.

: and Mrs. Frank Cisco.

s et




CLASS OF SERVICE 1201

This is a full-rate
Telegram or Cable- NL=Night Letter

ram_unless its de- 4 -
?erred character is in- 2 %) } LC=Deferred Cable
dicated by a suitable
symbol above or pre- NLT =Cable Night Letter
ceding the address, |

R. B. WHITE

NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

'ANDARD TIME at point of origin, Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination
Received at 140 Cypress St., Abilene, Texas. Open 7 AM. to 12 Midnight
0

Dwe7 38 DLC XC=LAMPASAS TEX 28 1107A
OTTO PARIS=

ALVIN SCHOOL BAND PHONE cA

PRESIDENT

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is ST

939 APR 28y |1 6 ~.

RE ABILENE CHRISTIAHN
COLLEGE

ITS 0OK YELLOWJACKET THE BEST SOMETIMES MEET UNDESERVED
REVERSESs THE OLD TOWN 1S HUNDRED PERCENT WITH YOU JUST BE
THE GoOD SPORT[NG HARD FIGHTIN

| G ALVIN HI anD qjve THEM WHAT
YOU HAVE TONIGHT STop |7 WILL BE PLENTY=
ALVIN HI ROOTERSs

THE COMPANY WILL APPT’I‘E SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE

e
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OTTO PARIS

ALVIN SUN
ALVIN, TEXAS

Results National Meet region six equivalent to
ten states. Stop, first divisio nin marching third in
concert playing stop. Ethel Marie McDaniel second
division twirling Margaret Madara second drumiming
Bennet Rodgers third division sousaphone stop march-
ed with seventeen other bands at Hardin Simmons
stadium played at Abilene city auditorium at fair
grounds missed second division in concert playing
by small margin stop three thousand bandsmen in
Abilene with two thousand sponsors, city overcrowded
many bands staying in surrouding towns. Will leave
aarly Saturday morning eat breakfast in Coleman
dinner in Austin and supper in Alwvin.

Morine Huepers.




WIN NATIONAL MARCHING
CONTEST FRIDAY NIGHT -
* AT ABILENE; HOME TODA

Win 3rd in Sight Reading And Concert
Playing; Will Be Welcomed
At 7 p. m.

Meet the National Band Champions! ‘j

‘Marching down the field in a blaze of
glory the Alvin High School Band carried
off national honors in the National Regional
Band Meet at Abilene Friday night, accord-
ing to a telegram sent The Sun this morning
by Director Otto Paris.

Led by Drum Major J. Ross Dollar, the
Orange and White brigade from Alvin re-
ceived a thunderous ovation as they paraded
like West Pointers to bring to Alvin rare
national honors.

On Thursday the 78 brilliant youngsters
placed third in the sight reading and concert
playing contests.

The musicians and those accompanying
them left at 5 a. m. Saturday enroute home
and will arrive in Alvin about 7 p. m.

Alvin high school band carried off Clags C

honors at the recent state contest in Hunts-
ville.

ALVIN HIGH SCHOOL BAND
1939

The band members include Ethel Marie
MecDaniel, Mary Virginia Collins, J. Ross
Dollar, Ethel Florida, Martha Alexander,
Florine Wright, Austin Evans, Soledad Luna,
Dorothy Idoux, Joe DeWitt, Howard Kost,
Roy Lee Powell, Joe Dudley Jephson, Doris
Brennen, Mary Matsushita, Mary Nell Mc-
Kithan, James Sparks, Lerert Pietzsch, Mar-
garet Durant, Evelyn Fae Brennen, Leona
Florida, Alice Idoux, Josephine Boyd, Mar-
ion Bish, Ellen Adams and Doris Walker.

Jimmie Richter, Jane Savidge, Leta Rue |
Thompson, Hazel Copeland, Anita Huepers, |
Ruth Hornback, Pearl Lee Perry, Dorothy
Parsley, Marjorie Chambers, Laurene Smith,
Edith Schilhab, LaVerne Kilgore, Jeanne
Arnold, DeVonne Campbell, Mildred Idoux
Glenn Cisco, Luther Avitts, Irene Savidge,
Ann Avitts, Ivie Mae Tatum, Hortense Bar- |
bell, Dortha Mae Coliins, LaDell Jackson,
Margaret Davidson, Morine Huepers, LoiS |
Matteson, Florence Brennen, FEthel Jane
Whitson, Director Otto Paris, Dick Alexanw
der, Harold Madara, Patricia Monalch
‘Wayne Law, Willie Mae Ballard, Bennett
Lee Rodgers, William Davidson, Vernon Cox,
Alice Kost, Margaret Madara, Barbara Lee
Doak, Maxine Bish, Arlyne Haggard, Nita
Marie Brennen, Elmer Wooster and Eleanor
Carroll.

Among those going Wlth the band to Ah— '
lene were Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Law, Mrs. Carl -
Bolin, Miss Nora Louise Williford, Mr. and |
Mrs. Jud Whitson and Mr. and Mrs Frank g
Cisco.




new picture of Alvin’s Great High School Band
which brought home National honors at the Abilene
meet last week. To the left is Director Otto
Paris, who is making a remarkable record as direct-
or of the band.

ABOUT THE BAND CONTEST

Prior to 1937 one National Contest was held for bands
all over the country who had won the right to participate
by winning honors in the various state contest§. The
increasing interest in instrumental music and improve-
ment in high school bands necessitated a change frf)m
the single National Contest plan to a Regional plan wh1c}1
would permit more bands to compete on an even basis
without the burden of heavy expense to travel thousands
of miles to one contest. Therefore the country was
divided into ten regions, with several states in each region.

Region six, of which the Alvin High Band is a mem-
ber, comprises the states of Oklahoma, New Mexico and
Texas. And since Texas, because of its size, is divided
into eight divisions with each division having its own
final contest, the Region comprises the equivalent of ten
states in a scope.

ALVIN HIGH SCHOOL BAND
ALVIN, TEXAS
1939

So actually when the Alvin Band entered in the National
contest for Region Six they were entering a contest in
which bands from an area of ten states were entered,
some of which had been organized from five to ten years.|

The Band’s winning first division in miarching and|
third division in concert playing and sight reading set a
precedent in national competition for there has never
been a band which has been organized for only 18 months
that entered or won in a national contest.

The contest management is under the auspices of the'
National High School Band Association- and it is the duty
iof a committee selected by them: to get judges for the.
national gathering. The judges for the 1939 contest in-
cluded directors of the North Texas Agriculture College,
' University of Oklahomia, T. S. C. W., and Texas Tech-|
{nological College.

These men judged approximately 51 bands and 800
soloists in three days.

The bands are judged on a basis of intonation, inter-
pretation, dynamics, instrumentation, stage personality,’
and the general effect of their playing or marching.
Each band must play the required number, which for
Class C bands this year was “Overture Militaire,” a select-
ed number, and a warm up number. In the marching
contests each band must do certain kinds of turns, counter-
marches, flanks and obliques, and any other formation
providing it does not exceed the time limit of 6 minutes.
In the sight reading contest each band is given a march
and an overture which they have never seen before. The,
band director is given two minutes to look the number|
over and then the band is allowed three minutes to look!
the pieces over. They must then play the numbers with-
out any rehearsing.

There were approximately 5000 band students and!
spansors in Abilene for the meet and some of the bands
had to stay out of town; however, the Alvin Band was
fortunate enough to be able to stay in the Abilene Christian
College gymnasium. Meals were provided for them by
the Hardin-Simmons University cafeteria.

Thursday morning, April 28, the band played in the
A. C. C. assembly and the program was broadcast over
K. R. B. C. in Abilene. Thursday afternoon the band
entered the concert playing and Friday night they entered

the marching contest.




Harmonica Club

CurtTris BAKER
Ezra BoLBo
CHRISTINE BERNARD
MasoN CHAPMAN
Dorts AxN CLEARY
W. O. Cox
Dororny AxN Davis
MARGUERITE DobpsoN
Macctr Epcamox

J. B. Evans

TruDpA FRISK

Fave FISHERO
Juxitor FLENNIHEN
FARLINE GaABY
Buck GARNETT
Doris GRIFFIN
DororHY GRIFFIN
ROBERT GANGWERE
GoLrpre GREEN
EbpwARD GrRAY
Do~xALD GREENLEE
Howarp Gaxpy

Members:

Hexry HowEeLL
LestErR HuLL
GLEN HENSLEY
LErRoY HowELL
Harry HUCKLEBRIDGE
Lro Jouxsox
Browxie McJiLron
LENARD KEYS

J. B. KrRENEK
ARVERN LaANGHAM
ALLAN MOREHEAD
Frovp Monax
GEORGE MEDFERD
HERBERT MAXEY
JivMiE Mays
CAROL MASSEY
Tom MoOSTEIT
WESTLEY MITCHELL
Fraxces Nariox
RusseLr LEE
Lorixc Lock

Jack OstrOM

Dox PatrICK

Orro Paris, Sponsor

KILGORE HIGH SCHOOL

HARMONICA CLUB
1936

Herscner Postox
A. \W. Price

Rorrig PHILLIPS
MINNIE REDLINGER
FLizABETH ROBINSON
RacrarL CLOVERDALE
ScorTiE ROGERS
DELMAR READ
WiILLIAM STANDY
GEORGE SMITH

\WW. B. SHEPERD
INEz STARKEY

Lois TROTTER

JasEs TRIMBLE
RoxaLp TAYLOR
James Turr

Huer WELLs

Dare WELLS

Jack WHITE
Mitprep WILLIAMS
CuarrLes Wrrt
Marra Fraxces Youse
JETTY Rut Youxsc




KILGORE HIGH SCHOOL BAND
KILGORE, TEXAS

119185

BAND

A
Organization and Personnel
Band Sweetheart OMEGA FROST
Drum Major a DAIL: WELLS
Commander : CLARENCE SMITH
Lieutenant Commander NICK DENNIS
Custody of Uniforms B. H. ROWE
Custody of Music FREDDIE LEE FREDERICKSON
Secretary GEORGE HAYES
Reporter SOL STEPINOFT
Director OTTO PARIS

Cornets: Ireddie Lee FIrederickson, Richard Robinson, Beuna Hudson, Marietta
Massey, John T. Jeter. :

Clarinets: James Harris, Bryan Curtis, Clarence Smith, Billie Lee Burcalow, Rex
Kelso, Betty Huckakee, Ermalea Kendrick, Chloe Fielden, J. C. Goodwin, Easton
Guillory. E-Flat Clarinet, Marion McKenzie.

Trombones: Raymond Dieffenbaker, Bob Kendall, Roy Smith, Bruce Bates, Charles
Hale, Paul Couch.

Alto Horns: Homer Peck, Mary Louise Raborn, Claude Smith.
Baritones: Glenn Russell, Clifton Honea.

Bass: Blaze Bangwere, Dudley Moore.

Drums: Nick Dennis, Bob Corts, Edsil Lyon, Floyd Dollar.

Orro Paris OwmEca Frosr LiccErr CRIM
Director Band Sweetheart Sponsor




KILGORE HIGH SCHOOL
STAGE BAND
1935
OTTO PARIS-3rd from right

STAGE BAND ACTIVITIES

Members of Stage Band

SAM PARKER. ...ttt et e e et e e e e ea e e e e e e e e ee e s ee e e e e e e e e e e e e ee e meeeen e e e eaenen Piano
(O3 A N B N 2 £ J USRNSSR ERR First Cornet
FREDDIE LEE FREDERICKSON .o ee Second Cornet
RAYMOND DIEFFENBACKER...coiiiieeeeeeee s i aneenssmsemanamnannan e nae Trombone
BRYAN CURTIS i S N Saxophone and Clarinet
JAMES HA R RIS e e Saxophone and Clarinet
GEORGE HA Y E S e Saxophone and Clarinet
CLIFTON HONIA...c.cccocsmssssssinsissssusmsssatismnsonnnsanmmmmessmssssmmmessmmesesennamsaaseesossamom e sasems s soessssensaioss Guitar
BO B GO R T E S et Drummer
BLAZE GANGWERE ... e e e Bass
.

The Kilgore High School Stage Band was organized in the year 1934
under the direction of Otto Paris and Sam Parker. The band has made a
concert tour of East Texas schools to appropriate funds for a trip to the State
Band Contest at Waco to be made by the High School Band. On several oc-
casions they have furnished splendid music for the high school socials.




The
Kilgore

High ,
School |
Band

1936

Brazy GANGWERE Orr1o Paris
President Director

Assistant Drum Majors:
Dain WELLS, JOHN SHETTLEWORTH

Color Guards:
RoperT REEVES, WESLEY MIiTcHELL
Color Bearers:
DALE JOHXNSON, Tromas D. Murriry, WArRDEN MERCER
Dircctor
Mgr. OrT10o PARIS

JiLLy Orro PARIS MARRIETTA MASSEY
Mascot Drum Major




Mr. Faris collaborated with Coach Dave Engman in 1738 to compose the
"Alvin Fight Song". The song was played and sung to arouse the
fighting spirit of the schoocl.

in 1940 the &8lvin Band acceptsd an invitation to perform at the Hew
York World's Fair and lead the Parade. Traveling soms 4000 miles by
school buses with their bedrells, these seventy-—odd voungsters made
their way from Alvin to Mew York playing free concerts at each stopover
in exchange for a gymnasium {(or the like!) to throw their bedrolls for
the night. On one occasion, due to a late arrival, lodging reservations
had been cancelled; so Mr. Faris contacted a large used car lot and
made arrangements to open enough autos to sleep two students to a car.
The trip was extended to include Canada, Washington, D.C., Atlanta,
Fhiladelphia, and many other sites of signifigance and interest. At
Miagra Falls, Mr. Faris conducted a mock wedding ceremony for the band
. members.

Mr. Paris departed 8lvin in 1242 to enter the US Navy where he served
until 1945 as & radio and radar technician in the Facific during WHZ.
After his honorable discharge from the service, he worked successfully
for a short time with the American National Insuwrance Co. From 1945
1947 Mr. FParis organized band programs in the Texas towns of Texas
City, Friendswood and Fearland. He continued his employment in
Friendswood through 1931 as band director, football coach, math
instructor, principal and bus driver. During the next eight years,
i951-195%, he was with the Face Pianoc Company of Houston for two years
and then established his own piano business. From 195%9-1971 he was
with the Houston ISD as a math instructor at Deady Junior High School
and sponsor of the school ‘s Interscholastic Leagus Number Sense Frogram
for math competitions.

OTTD PARIS retired in 1971, but has maintained a busy schedule with
interests and activities in photography development, gardening, golf
and computer "mania". He resides in Huntsville, Texas with his wife of
43 years Dr. Janelle Avenell FParis. He has two children, Mrs. Betty -
Ruth Faris Brightwell and Mr. Billy Otto Faris; nine grandchildren,
fifteen great—grandchildren and one great—great—grandchild.

The OTTC PARIS BAND SCHOLARSHIF was established in 1988 by the Alvin
High School Class of 1938, and supported by his many devoted former
students and friends. The scholarship is awarded each year to the
outstanding Alvin band student. Mr. Faris’ picture and an articile
concerning this honor appeared in the Texas Music Educators Magazine in
fugust, 1988. He alsc appeared on the cover of the THMEA magazines in
1940, and was Chairman of the THMEA Region V in 1241.
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