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Former high school band
director Ralph Burford dies

Special to The Review

Wellknown high school band
director, Ralph E. Burford, died
early Monday morning at his
Edinburg residence after being
in ill health
for several
years. He
was 77.

M r
Burford was
born at
Milton, Kan-
sas on April
30, 1915.

He is sur-
vived by his
wife, Alice of
Edinburg; two sons, Edward
Burford of Dallas and Bobby

Burford of Irving; three brothers,
Lewis Burford, Glen Burford and
Harold Burford, all of Milton;
seven grandchildren; and two
great-grandchildren.

Mr. Burford had won numer-
ous honors as a band director.

His degree in music was
awarded at the University of
Wichita, Kansas, in 1938, and later
received his Master’s Degree from
Northwestern University in

- Evanston, Illinois. He began work

teaching at Clearwater High
School (Kansas). After three years
he accepted a position at India-
napolis as supervisor of 17 high
and junior school orchestras.

In World War II, he was called
as a second lieutenant and served
in the Pacific Theater where he

See APPEAL, page 6

won the Bronze Star. He retired as
amajor and became band and choir
director at Mexia, TX. The Jay-
cees there presented Burford their
Man of the Year Award for out-
standing service in music educa-
tion.

Coming to Edinburg in 1948,
Mr. Burford developed an instru-
mental music program for band
and orchestra. The Edinburg High
School band under Burford’s lead-

ership, was named the outstanding ~

band in the state’s highest classifi-
cation, That group played before
the Texas Music Educators Assn.,
at Galveston. During Burford’s
tenure at EHS, the band received
First Division ratings, the highest,
for 17 consecutive years. In 1959
See BURFORD, page 6




diamond jubilee

sparkles!
by r.h.c.

Millerton postoffice closed in
Uanuary, 1912. The Star of that
date states that Postmaster J J
Booth had been notified of the
action and instructed to take
charge of all the supplies of that
office. It further commented
that - Conway Springs is some-
thing of a cemetery for dis-
lcontinued postoffices. Since it
was established it had taken
over defunct postoffices from
Glen Valley, Cisne, Sunny Slope,
Northfield. Swedona, Ewell, and
Millerton,

‘When the town moved from
Northfield to Conway Springs,
nearer the railroad in 1884, C W
Davis reportedly took a fran-
chise from the city to rumn a
street car line from Northfield
to the depot, but it was never
built. Several here do still re-
member when horse drawn hack

Seryice feg he »

Former Milton

Ralph Burford, son of Mr and
Mrs Ed Burford, and a graduate
of Milton high school has re-
ceived a very signal honor as
told in the following story from
the Hdinburg, Texas newspaper:

“Ralph Burford, Edinburg
band director, Saturday was no-
tified he 'had been named one of
the ten outstanding band direc-
tors in the United States and
would be saluted in a special
section of ‘“The School Musi-
cian,” a 30-year-old trade maga-
zine,

Burford, who came to Edin-
burg 11 years ago when the band

boy among top ten school band directors in United States

had 75 to 80 members and
hadn’t marched on a foothall
game for three years because
there were no uniforms, has
transformed it into one of the
state’s leading high school musi-
cal organizations. There are
now 105 musicians in the senior
band, 85 more in the junior
high band and 65 in the inter-
mediate band.

Students can begin their
band training in the gixth grade
now and they also can play in
an orchestra which has 40 mem-
bers.

The

first year Burford was

director here, the band didn’t!
enter a contest. But from then
on it began to make its mark
In that first contest it began to
win I ratings and has continued
to win them every year since,

The band won the sweep-
stakes award in 1952 at the
Tri-State Music Festival at Enid,
Okla.

Beginning in 1956 and for the
rext three years the Edinburg
Bobcat band won the marching
contest and scored high in con-
cert playing and sight reading at
Buc-caneer Days at Corpus
Christi.

Last year the band was chosen
to represent all three AAAA
high school bands in Texas to
play at a concert in Galveston
for the State Music Educator's
convention,

Burford, 44, has’ been direct-
ing bands since 1938. He was an
infantry major during World
War II and carries over gome
of the military training tactics
into band training. While he was
band director at Mexia, shortly
before coming to Edinburg, he
wag awardad the Junior Cham-
Ler of Commerce trophy as the
cutstanding man in the com-

munity.

He attended the University of
Wichita where he got a. bachelor
cf arts with a major in public
school music, and Northwestern
JUniversity where he got a mas-
ter of arts in music. While at the
University of Wichita he ran
the mile  for the track team,,
kolding the record for 11 years
at the Kansag and Oklahoma re-
lays. i

During the 21 years he has
been a band director he hag in-
fluenced 55 of his students &
go into music as a professiona
career.” 3
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e against him.

'In First

For the 1ith consecutive year
the Edinburg Bobecat Band has
placed in the first division at the
Interscholastic League contest, Di-
rector Ralph Burford said today
and judges made complimentary
remarks about the band.

In the twirling, the ensemble of
five girls rated I. Rose Gilliam,
who twirled individually got a I
rating. Ensemble members were
Vivian Cole, Doris Pickens, Ruth
Sterling, Mary Trautner and Bdith
Hurst..The individual ratings were
Vivian, Doris and Virginia Hunter
II and HEdith I.

The Band also rated T in the in-
Spection by an officer from Har-
lingen Air Force Base.

Comments by the judges were
complimentary. Weldon Covington,
director of music for ithe Austin
public_schools rated the Edinburg
band I plus, even though the in-
struction sheet asked no pluses or
minuses be used. He said: ‘Very
finely performed fanfare! The
band exhihited fine tonal balance
on this fanfare and also on the
opening march of this perform-
ance. You have a real solid sound,
yet a very mnice tonal quality
throughout the band.

““The march, step and alignment
of the band is excellent.

“This is a very professional look-

ing and sounding band.

‘“Special maneuvers are
formed very effectively.

“I enjoyed this performance im-
mensely. It was a very superior
one.”

Frank Preizner, Kerrville High
School band director, said: “Very
heautiful gound on opening fan-
fare. Band presents a sharp an-
nearance. The band plays with
2ood taste, character and preci-
sion. Palamce constantly remains
good. Band continues to march
with vprecision and spirit. Very
splendid job in playing and in
marching,

“Diamond formation very beau-
tiful to walich. Stop time very ef-
fective and well executed. The en-
tire appearance 'of the band is
very impnessive. The boys and
girls manner of plaving and
mairching reflects the type of or-
ganization you have and the lead-
ership you have in your organiza-
tion. SRR b
“Very, very outstanding show
from the beginning to end. Certain-
ly a school that your community
can fhe.proud of, and its outstand-
ing director.

‘‘Congraitulations.”

A. F. Fassino, Vanderbilt High
School band director, wrote:
“Beautiful full sonorous sound on
fanfare. Company front well done.

per-

Division

fthe house.

Places
;Qﬁtil fﬂﬁc&.
1959

This band playing with good /hal-
ance and blend. Lower land middle
voices coming out, as it should be.
Keep up the good work. Company
fronts well executed. Well dore,

“So far I am enjoying watching
this band march and listening to
them play. ‘‘National Emblem”
well done. Band doing la good job
of “Grand Entry Swing March”
and very effective on second strain
with the litle dance step.

“Liet me congratulate each and
every one of you girls and bovs
and your fine director. This cer-
tainly was an oubstanding per-
formiance that I saw and heard to-
night, You have every reason to he
proud of this fine band. Just keep
up the good work. Enjoyed it.”

Bands rating I besides Edinbung
were Harlingen, Brownsville, Me-
Alllen, Mission, Weslaco, Edcouch-
Elsa, La Feria, Los Fresnos, Ray-
mondville, Gay Junior High from
Harlingen and Weslaco Junior
High.

Those rating II were Pharr-San
Juan-Alamo, San Benito, Lyford,
Mercedes, La Joya, San Tsidro,
Lamar Junior High of McAllen.

Those rating III were Donna,
Santa, Rosa and Travis Junior
High of McAllen and Moye Junior
High of Donna.

Rating IV was Rio Hondo.
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ly morning temperatures ranged Noon temper e

/ A4 perature 68. Low )
f;onl 40 degrees at Dalhart to 66| High Monday 65. Rainfall i‘n 1:&
at Galveston. 24 houry .16 inches.

Edinburg Band Rates |
For 12th Straight Year

The Edinburg Bobcat Band, for | Fresn i
3 and, ysnos getting IIs.
the 12th consecutive year, won a! In Clasg Al S%m ;qidro ot I and
'top_ratmg', a I, at the Pigskin| Santa Rosa was Ii =
Jl}bxlee, part of the _Weslaco Ralph E. Bilrfoi'd is director
Zg:gt-hday1 Pgrty Celebration over |of the Edinburg band ;
i weeken ¢ i :
°nd. ; ‘I was quite well pleased wi
hiAllll sfgll:(l)olgf the. V‘alleys AAAA our band (tlhivs year irlx) nzlis': k 1“32
iboul X 5‘400“”?)16 &ated I. . the top rating, in as much as we
S i andsmen of 21|have 44 first year band students
ic; gg)uz ;:er; pt;x‘?id{gttex‘;c}}olasttlic in the senior band,”’ Burford qaid
glle icipated in he |  Edinburg twirlers i : .
gtxig;}sngwee;gd phaymg contests. | high, . Edith Hlxn‘sethanglsoségctl?g
‘e made against the|Clay both maki
‘steaindard_and bands did not com- ma}ll a II a]nz“ggt I;'iblce};ea. Jﬁ?
plg z;lglrzmztA‘:acg. c‘>t'her. tAn ensemble composed of Pat,
e A ivision Weslaco Gae, Sandra, Idith and Dori';
a I. San Benito, Mission, | Pickens rated a i ' ‘

Mercedes and PSJA got II, Band officers are Bernard Bra- |

which is excellent compared to!d i
) : y 0 'dy, captain; Larry R i
grée éighgcﬁ 1: sltf%)emor. Rio Gran-; Skow, 'Il)‘omrmy Tra{ltne(:'ehnl(‘i]dl\?vrtlcﬁ
dy Martin, lieutenants. Clyde Rey-
ElIgrzla, %ﬁthL%aanaI and Edcouch- | nolds is the assistant di};‘ector.y
Ré. o e with Lyford, Judges for the contest were all
ymondville, Donna and Los:from high schools upstate. ]
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Orchestra,
Band Win

| Top Honors

\ The entire instrumental depart-
ment of ‘Edinburg High School
came back from the Interschol-

Ll astic League contests at Browns-

ville with honors, director Ralph
Burford said.

The orchestra and senior band
made a I division rating in con-
cerl and sight reading. This
|gives the band a s
award for the year because

won I divisions in marching, con-

cert playing and sight reading.

The junior band played Mon-
day and made a I division in
concert and a II in sight read-
ing.

Ralph Burford and Clyde Rey-
nolds direct the senior. band and
Vernon Denman the juniors. Carl
Seale directs the orchestra.

“1 am very pleased at the fine
record,”’ Burford said, “made by
the entire instrumental  depart-
ment. This fine record, in part is

| que to the fine support and €O-|

operation given by the adminis-
trative staff and tne board of
education.

Seale said the orchestra play-
ed the best it has played tais

| year and he was proud of the fine
job, Judge Weldon Covington, Aus-
tin band supervisor, said, ‘‘In gen-
enal this is a good sounding group
with a lot of big, preftty sounds.”’

Maurice McAdow, North Texas

state band director, said of the|i
orchestra, “«There are some exX-
| cellent effects in your playing.
The ensemble seems well re-
hearsed as to style, parasing
and interpretation.”

Gene Braught, another judge
and Del Mar Band director, said
of the band, ‘‘This was a good |

Y | reading by a welltrained group.

-|You received good instruction and

Y {you followed this instruction weil.

Vi1 enjoyed very much hearing this

| group. Attention was given
to musical interpretation and dy-

. 'namic markings. Congratulations
|to the director and the band.”

/u?//%— /7&/




Bandman

d in another action.

Brings

Home New Ideas

Ralph Burford, supervisor of
i .music in Edinburg’s schools, was
bursting with energy and new
ideas today. He has just returned
rom the Texag Bandmaster’s
Assn, 16th annual marching band
clinic.

Burford, who has been in Edin-
burg 15 ‘years, was eiected first
_vice president of the association
during the meeting. In this posi-
tion, he already is helping the
association prepare for next year’s
clinic. Officials will be aiming to
top this year’s affair.

That will be a tall order. This
wag the biggest clinic ever with
552 bandmasters registered. Bur-
ford said 350 brought their wives
to the big show.

One of the big reasons for the
clinic is to introduce bandmast-
ers to the new mus.c made avail-
able for bands. These ranged from
a selection called ‘‘Pizza-Party’’ to
Bach’s Prelude and Fugue in F
Minor.

Then there were marching ban
and stage band clinics, business
sessions and visits to the displays
of the many exhibitors. These al-
so were interesting for their va-
riety. Most would expect that :n-
struments would be demonstrated.
They were. But so was candy.

Burford explained candy manu-
facturers have found a good busi-
ness in supplying an incentive to
fund-raising campaigns for school
bands.

Highlight of the three-day clin
ic wag a public performance by
tne U.S. Air Force Band and the
Singing Sergeants. Burford sa.d
4,000 people heard the free, public
performance. The program was
selected to show the bandmasters

Ralph Burford
. . . Bandmaster official

the variety of music available fo.
bands and Burford said it also
greatly pieased the genera] pub-
lic.

MANY NIGERIANS
STUDY IN BRITAIN

LAGOS, Nigeria (AP)— British
High Commission figures show
781 scholarships have been
awarded to Nigerian students by
the British government for study
in the United Kingdom since this
country became independent in
1960.

Hundreds of additional scholar-
ships havé been awarded through
British industries operating in
Nigeria.

The high commission estimated
that more than 8,000 Nigerians
are presently studying in Britain.

R Liccpos . /o763
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Band, Orchestra Both
Get 1's At ISL Contest

The Edinburg High Schoo] Sen-
ior band and orchestra came
back from Brownsville over the
weekend with division I ratings
in concert playing in the Inter-
scholastic League Contests.

The band also won a I rating
in sight reading and the orches-
tra a III,

The band, orchestra and all 200
choir members will join Thurs-
day at 8 p.m. for a concert in
the gym, Director Ralph Burford
said. Tickets will be 50 and 2%
cents,

The public concert will be on
the same order as the All State

- concerts, Burford said, All three

organizations will be seated in
the gym and each group will
play about 20 minutes of their
finest numbers, the director said.

At the end the combined bands,
choirs and orchestra will present
a festival finale, “God Of Our
Fathers,” by Dr. Joseph E, Mod-
dy, director of the Interlochen
Music Camp at Ann Arbor, Mich.
Burford said Mrs, B. McIntosh
Summers would use all the choir
personnel from all groups, num-
bering about 200,

At Brownsville in sight reading,
as is usual, the director and stu-
dents are given a musical selec-
tion with neither has ever seen.
They are allowed to study it five
minutes, then they start reading.

Compliments for the band from
the judges were high,

James Murphy of the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, Duluth Branch,
said, “This is your finest band
which I have hard (speaking of
all in the contest). Your band
has style and musicianship which
I have never before heard in your
groups, a dramatic display of vir-
tuosity, well balanced and in tune,
a beautifu] ensemble and a mag-
n'ficent performance.”

Joe Bellamah, director of bands
at A&I College, said: “Congratu-
lations on an outstanding tech-
nica] performance, like the en-

Press Book
Wins Prize
For Pan Am

The 22-page basketball press
guide published by Pan American
College has won honorable men-
ftion in competition with over 400
colleges in the United States.

The green and white brochure
earned the honorable mention in
the printed category in a contest
conducted by the National Asso-
ciation of Intercollegiate Athletics
in Kansas City, Mo., according
to Tom Reno, public relations di-
rector for NATA,

Placing first in the printed ca-
tegory was East Texas State Col-
lege of Commerce, Texas, replac-
ing Fort Hays State of Kansas
which teok second this year. Also
placing in the top five were
Adolphi College of New York,
third; Southeastern Louisiana,
fourth; and, New Mexico High-
lands, fifth,

Joining Pan Am in the honor-
able mention category was Car-
son Newman of Tenessee. Edi-
for of the Pan American Col-
lege brochure was Vernon L.
Davis, director of public infor-
mation,

Judging the brochures was Bill
Girgsby, veteran sports announcer
for the Kansas City Athletics and
Big Eight Conference.

The 1961-62 PAC basketball press
guide placed fifth in national com-
petition,

gets.’

Mark Hindley, director of bands
at the University of Dlinois, was
more critical. He gave the band
a IT at the Buccaneer Days con-
test at Corpus Christi and at
Brownsville. He was very much
opposed to one number and called
it a hodge-podge of notes which
would make a good band sound
bad. Burford explained that in
Texas bans have to play nura-

semble - sonority that this band

'
;1
|
I

bers on the approved contest list |

and this was on the list,
Murphy said of the orchestra,
“You people have come along
way and should be congratulated.””
Hindley said, “You certainly
have an orchestral sound and
manner that does you much cred-
it, More power to you!”
Bellamah said: “An excellent
performance, very well done, A’
very musical rendition.”
The sight reading judge was
Robert Montgomery, director of
bands from Snyder.

New Syrian
Govermmeni
Has New Head

DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — The
revolutionary government of Syria
¢hanged leadership Saturday. The
switch appeared aimed at solving
a crisis brought on by a week of
pro-Nasser rioting, but whether it
would do so remained a question.

The National Revolutionary
Council accepted the resignation
of Prime Minister Salah Bitar, a
Ba’ath Socialist who took over aft-
er a bloodless coup March 8. The
council then asked Dr. Samij Jun-

di to replace him and attempt to

form a new government,

1
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plus other officers and directors.

Marshall Weaver a

GAVEL PASSES __ Carl Waibel, retiring Kiwanis president, , hands the gctvel.to
Ralph purford, new president. With him ate other officers, | to r, Carter Howaird, first
vice president; J. Lell Elliott, second vice president; Adalberto Garza, treasurer; dn d

Corwin Connell, secretary.

purford EdwardsTo Head|

A SRR,
Kiwanis R e e
Lo oadwayDivisio:
President
| M. Edwards was ill this Chevrolet, McAllen, $2325.9

Ralph Burford, Edinburg pub- | morising and  that's - why Mi. Knapp Motor Co., Weslaco, $2,48
lic school music director, Mon- Banker is here,” County Judge 53 Boggus Motor Sales, McAlle
day night was installed ag pres | Milton Richardson told his com- $9.944.85 and Spikes Motor C
dent of the Kiwanis Club for the missioner’s court this morning Mission, $2,168.95.
year with a new slate of officers. | and this apparently constituted  The writing machine was pu
The others are Carter Howard, | the official announcement £ h a t'ehased for Auditor Bob McLeais|,
first vice .president; J. Lell '1~‘,ll-'lCm-de11 Ddwards, Richardsor's from Iriden, Inc., of Rocheste
jott, second vice president Adal-! associate in the Insurance busi- | N, Y., for $4,665. It was the sob)
berlo Garza, treasurer; and Cor- | ness in Mente Alto, was the new pig, ‘
win Connell, secretary. | vight of way agent for the county. | The typewriter, for the Chil,
Directors installed were Bill| NEdwards apparvently steps into| Welfare department, was Houg).
@fist, B. L. Garza, John Moore, | Phil Jordan’s $7,200 a year oY from IBM for $445.50. £
Charles Nix, Dean Patten, 'li’,nh‘-lwm(-h he vacated last Novem-i  walraven of Dallas was Sug
Rogers, B. L. Stewart and Wai- ber, | cessfull in securing the count
bhel, | Today’s lengthy session was a| (Jerk’s loose leaf binder business
Nix entertained with folk songs, money-spending one with a new |The company bid $23 per binder,
accompanying himself with a 4 new “automatic \vriliné{"‘\higher than the Mission Time;
guitar. machine, a new typewriter and |91 61, but the court decided t
14, Gov. H, Raymond Miller of | assorted office supplies purchased ! ke Walraven's nerchandise be
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By HARRY QUIN
The current issue of Life
e has a double page
The stop sign at the corner

It’s a big picture and in the
of Ebony Lane and 13 Ave. is
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hand on
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Elected

State Band Head

Ralph Burford, who has been
band directer for Edinburg
schools since 1948 and whose
bands have won 43 out of a
possible 45 I ratings, today is
president of the Texas Band
Masters Assn.

He was named at the 17th
annual meeting of the group at
San Antonio which was a new
music and marching clinic, last-
ing nearly a week and draw-
ing some of the top men in
band music in the United Staes.
The convention is at San An-
tonio each year.

The principal purpose of the
meeting was to review new
music for the coming year, talk
of marching formations and
new ideas for shows at football
games during the fall.

This year the largest atten-
dance ever at the cecavention
was recorded when 598 band
masters and their femilies came
to the convention.

One of the principal events
was a concert by the NORAD
service band composed of U. S.
and Canadian service musicians.
NORAD is tHe northern radar
outpost service. Burford said 4,-
000 perscas heard the concert
at the San Antonio Municipal
Auditorium. Conductor was Lt
Col. Mark Azzolina.

At the meetings there were
clinics for various instruments,
junior high music, state bands,
marching bands and selection of
new music.

Burford came to Edinburg in

1948 from Mexia. The first year
his band did not enter Univer-
sity interscholastic League
events. But they started the
next year. In the 16 vears since
than, the organizations have
been rated excellent in march-
ing, concert and sight reading
nearly every time, In 1951 and
in 1956 the band slipped to a
rating of good (II) in concert
playing but held to the I divi-
sion rating in marching and
sight reading.

Burford’s term as head of the
Texas-wide organization of about
800 bandmasters will last for a
year,

B

RALPH BURFORD

( LZ, 30~ /76 ¢

e began arriving in town,

Bobcat And
Junior Band
Both Get Is

The Edinburg High School Bob-
cat Band and the junior high
band were . back at school today

.after having ‘won I ratings at

the annual Pigskin Jubilee at
Weslaco Saturday night, i
This was the 16th consecutive
year the: senior band had scored
the highest possible rank,
Director is Ralph Burford, as-

sited by Adan Salazar and Lar-
ry Branson,

This is the second year in a

row the junior band, directed
by Larry Garcia, has rated a
I. It had not previously been en-
tering the contest.

Judges were Weldon Coving-

ton, Austin school music super-
visor; Joe Rogers, band direc-
tor at Kingsville high; and Fred
Junkin, Voctoria band director,

Judging is 60 per cent on

south of the music and 40 per
cent on marching,

ey e one that
would never be tried,
But now it almest has been!

Halftime
Show Here
Is Flashy

Brownsville and Edinburg ar e
prime rivals not only cn during
the 48-minutes of football play
but at the half when the bands
and pep squads take the field—
and Friday night was anything
but an exception,

The show put on by the Boh-
cats was elaborate and the
Eagles presented their share of
flashiness too.

Brownsville’s band is one of
the top in the state, well disci-
plined in marching and playing
and beautifully unifomed. In ad-

- dition to the marching and mu-

sic, the Eagle halftime show
included a rope twirling expert
and eight pep squad girls in
appropriate costumes- doing the
Mexican hat dance.

'The Edinburg band used a po-
litical theme, plus fireworks.
With appropriate music and for-
mations, the Bobcat band saluf-
ed both presidential candidates.
Then came a donkey for the
Democrats and later an elephant
—a real, live one—for the Re-
publicans,

The conclusion, with fireworks,
came when the band and Ser-
geanettes formed an outline of
the United States and with the
lights out held sparklers.

TODAY

Serve the Lord with gladness!
S intnaleiey oo aith iy




on except Saturday andon Sunday morning by The

Ralph E. Burford, Edinburg
Bobcat Band director for the
last 17 years and a perennial
favorite of music students in Ed-
inburg schools, said Saturday he
had resigned and would go to
Pasadena, a Houston-surrounded
suburb to be supervisor of mu-
sic,

Supt. Thomas S. Pickens said
he hated to lose Burford and
added his services-had-been su-
perior

During each of the years he
has been here, Burford’;s b?nd
has won the top rating in sight
reading and marching and, ex-
cept for a couple of years, ha_ls
won the same high award in
concert playing, . .

“I have enjoyed working w1t}’x’
the young people these 17 years,
Burford said. We (he and Mrs.
Burford, who is & high _school
English teacher) would like to
express our thanks to the school
and the community for the
splendid support of the mu-
sic program in the schools, Ah‘ce
and I feel our assooatio_n with
ithe schools and community has
been most rewarding.” 1

Burford currently is president
of the Texas Band Masters Assn.
a state-wide group of banc.l di-
rvectors. He is a past president
of Tdinburg Kiwanis Club, He
directed the choir at the Pres-
byterian Church and directed the
one at Moore Field when: that
was a military installation, He

i is a veteran of World War 1II.

The Burfords came here in
1948 and he said his leaving was
no jumped-up idea, that he had
given it a great deal of tzhpught.

In his new work he will co-
ordinate the music programs of
the band, orchestra and chptu:
and will have mno production

ork,

“I’'ve had to draw a l‘ot of
Ks on chants,” he said in Te-
Lard to the Friday night foot-
[all shows which he produced

ith the band and Sergeanettes,

birls' pep squad. This work be-
lins the Saturday after the game

charting and goes through to
ime for the next game and Bur-
ord said it was strenuous.

Pasadena is a city of al_)out

! ersons, has four high

chools, six junior highs and 21

lementary schools, Thg music

brogram in all these will be in

Burford’s charge.

The Burfords have two sons,

die, who is married; and Bob-
by, who is a student at Pan

American College, Both are gra-
Huates of Edinburg High Schpol.

L2058

that we ae
per cent!

; 3
behind them, 100

supplies, Parking permits, what
a waste of money!

It's Pretty Hard

To Find

By MARO QUEEN
Do you know how hard it is
to find an elephant?
Mr, Ralph Burford, band dir-
ector, found out when he tried to»

find one for the half time show
last week,

The show was one of the most
spectacular ever performed on
the Edinburg field, Every Ser-
geanette, band member, twir-
ler, drum major and student
worked together to present it,
The details and work that went
into the show are unbelievable

Mr, Burford easily found a
donkey for the Young Demo-
crat’s part in the show with
the help of Steven Brown and the
4-H Club but he had to call
Laredo, Corpus Christi, and
Falfurrias looking for an ele-
phant,

He finally heard of one in
Donna and contacted Mr, Bob
Sells of the Sells Bros, Circus,
They are in winter quarters in

Elephant

Donna and tour the U,S, and
Canada during their season. On
Thursday night they finally set-
tled plans to use Frieda, their
elephant, began negotiations for
the insurance, By late Friday
morning all the plans were set-
tled.

But the details of an elabor-
ate fireworks show can be just
as difficult as getting an ele=
phant, The Sergeanettes held
sparklers, Two were wired to-
gether so they would last
through the entire number. Then
each sparkler had to punt in a
bucket of sand so the football
players wouldn’t njure thems-
selves on the wires. The twir-
lers fire batons had to be taken
care of, Thenthe elephanthad to
be safe in the truck so that the
fireworks could begin.

Next time you see a show put
on by the Bobcat band and the
Red and Blue Sergeanettes re-
member the work that goes into
it!




not 1aentifled the assailant, | the moist season.

lautcmoible driving beside them. ¢ miles per second. Dorothy Hammer, Lynnae
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Photo of Edinburg Bobecalt Band !

Director Ralph FE. Burford : / Official 1952

Edinburg is truly proud of the BOBCAT BAND, its members and its talented, hard-working di-
-rector ... tor the high honors won for the school and the town in the Band competition in Enid p |
last week-end. Here's wishing the entire organization, and its director, continued success. -f
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stood on the corner.—(Acme 'l'c e

This Is Music Year
For Local Students

It's going to be a good vear White Hat Band at Mexia. That
for the music loving students of | band received state-wide publicity

Kdinburg High School and for , for the work it did.

the members of the Bobcat Band. And coming here this term to

“Students in the . senior hlgh]direct the school’s choral music

school who have any tendency tol_ %) ) R :
like music and to student music |1 the high school is Mrs. Roberta

will be able to get a good deal| W. Taylor. She nas a pachelor of
of assistance this year,” Supt. R. Dhilosophy degree from Denison

—No. 188

P. Ward said.

ready
degree from Wichita
And Py received his
music degree from Northwestern
University in August,

Buford will replace Max
phy who directed the band last
year and who has gone to Rast
Pexas to teach music this term.

Buford was a band divecior ‘in
Kansas schools three years and
supervised the junior high orches-
tras in all the Indianapolis, Ind.,
8Chools for a year. Then he took
& four-year vacation with the
army and came out an infantry
captain.

All of which might mean, and
probably will, that the Bobhcat

University.

# & organizations in
(| this fa]l
For the 1ast two years Buford

irected the choral clubs and th~
| — by L

the section

had a bachelor of music

master of

Mur- |

band will be one of the best drill- |

| University and studied in Oberlin

There's a new  band (lil'e('tor; Conservatory. For a year she at-
named Ralph E. Buford. He al-|ténded the Musical Art Institute

| at Chicago, then directed choral
music at Classen High School.
Oklahoma City’s largest school.
She later supervised music for all
the Oklahoma City schools.

Refugees to Enter
'US Next Month

WASHINGTON — (UP) — The
first of 205,000 European refu-
| &ees to be admitted to the United
!Stntes within the next two years
under the new displaced persons
law will arrive here in October, it
| Was announced Tuesday.

Ugo Carusi, chairman of the
| DP commission, said that between
2,500 and 3,000 refugees will en-
ter ithe country during October.
Later, he said, the flow will in-
crease to more than 10,000 a

month,

B e G DL B W TR B B

BOBCAT BAND—Bedecked in their attractive cowboy outfits
consisting of blue jeans, red flannel shirts and white cowboy
hats, the Edinburg band made its first appearance Friday night
at the Harlingen football game. It was their first game per=
formance this year under the direction of their new leader,
Ralph Burford. Their principal stunt was the formation of the
Lone Star of Texas in the center of the field at the half. Then

1

they doffed their white hats, put them on the ground to form
the star and marched off to play the Eyes of Texas. The origi-

nal play was to play the song in the dark with each band mem-

“ ber holding a flash light, but Harlingen ruled against turning

off the lights and they substituted the hats for the lights.
(REVIEW PHOTO)
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Express Wirephoto

rched on the
as part of the
e Mmass

football field of San Benito High School stadium and formed the worc%s, "Our er =
seventh annual Pigskin Music Jubilee staged at San Benito Thursday night. Aboide, (S’/?@j‘f
parade. The bands also marched and played individually later. o

Students Stage
Pigskin Jubilee

About 1,200 Students and 15
Bands Take Part in Event

SAN BENITO, Dec. 8.—A large crowd, representing

(

|almost every city in the Valley, jammed the grandstands
at San Benito High School’s foothall field here Thursday
night to view the seventh annual pigskin music jubilee.
| About 1,200 students took part in the mass spectacle,

i  Bands from 15 high schools : ; ) i
marched on the footbtén field in |thr ee_]alge grapefruits student's
a mass entry as one band and|wearing gpld and green ‘l‘ln.l-
formed the words, “Amigos del|forms making up the grapefruit
Rio Grande.” Next they formed |and leaves.

rds“Our V. me—| Foothall awards also were
g‘i:e‘tgglxgc;%‘"oul Taleles made with recognition of foc_)t-
The bands also executed. ba_ll players who made all-dis-
marching maneuvers and them
marched and played indivi y
for ratings.
In keeping with a “V&
theme, the students also f i

ritchett, superintendent
enito schools, was gen-
nan of this year’s

URDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 10, 1949

United

Nations

Jerusalem Rule

City Band, Director
Earn Jubilee Honors

Two signal honors went to the Edinburg high school
band and its conductor,
night’s Pigskin Jubilee in S

;

Ralph Burford, at Thursday
an Benito.

The band jumped from third
division rating Iast year to
first this year, sharing that
rating with San Benito and
Harlingen in the AA class. Two
mass numbers, with 900 bands-
men from over the Valley,
were led by Burford—one chor-
al and one instrumental,
Crowds thrilled: as the mass
entry was made by the students
wearing the uniform of their
School. TImmediately following
the entrance, the 900 m@rching
bandsmen ‘used the entire field
to form “1949—AMIGOS DEL
RIO GRANDE” with =a large
sombrero in the center,
“‘Chiapanecas’’ (The Clapping
Song) was then played under the
direction of the Edinburg con-
ductor, after which “OUR VAL-
|LEY HOME — GREETINGS”’
was spelled out with a large clus-
ter of grapefruit, complete with
leaves and color effect, at one
end of the field. The song ‘‘Our
Valley Home?’’ was then sung by
the entire group. {

Judged on the basis of align-
ment and execution together
with specified movements, on
their music, and on the neatness
and uniformity of dress, the
Bobcat band rated their first No.
1 rating in many ‘years,

The biggest crowd yet as-
sembled for a Pigskin Jubilee,
an estimated 4,500 persons,
watched the 15 Valley bands
perform. Sole entry in the AA-1
class was Brownsville who was
awarded a first division rating.

In the AA group, McAllen was

Yatod 9 e ianEe ot g il




SEDICATED TO PEARL HARBOR
Edinburg’s Pigskin Jubilee
To Attract 15 Valley Bands

~ Caller-Times' News Service officials of different schools and In-|encompasses the Rio ¢

EDINBURG—Fifteen Rio Grande terscholastic League Region 9 which!ley.

Valley high school bands will march i
through a series .Of patriotie tab- : :
leaux to the tune of martial music
in the annual Pigskin Jubilee here
Dec. T.

The gathering of 1,000 high school
musicians is dedicated o Pearl
Harbor which was the scene of the
United States first combat in World
War II a decade ago.

Ralph Burford, director of Edin-
burg High School band, is to be
host to. the 15 Valley units which
have entered the marching contest.
Ratings will be given in the march-
ing phase of Interscholastic League
band contests.

Four branches of the armed ser-
vices—the Army, Navy, U. S. Mar-
ine Corps and U. S. Air Force—
will be featured in mass formation
to the accompaniment to their fight
S0NgS.

All bands will participate in the
grand entry. Already scheduled to
participate are units from Edin-
burg, Edcouch-Elsa, Harlingen, La

.lof last-minute rehearsals Afor -the

Feria, La Joya, Donna, McAllen,
Mercedes, Weslaco, Pharr-San Juan .
Alamo, Raymondville, Rio Grande
City, Rio Hondo and San Benito.

The noted Brownsville High Eagle
Band willl not participate because

Chicago clinic in which it will be
featured a week later.

Words to be formed during the
Pigskin Jubilee show are “Defend
America,”” ‘“Freedom for AlL”
«pearl Harbor,” dates and the
names of four branches of the arm-
ed services.

The 10th annual Pigskin Jubilee
with “A Decade of Music in the
Valley”” as its theme will be in
charge of Burford.

Superintendent R. P. Ward, Edin-
purg, is general chairman for the
Region 9 event. Ed Hold, Pharr,
is president of the Interscholastic
League in Region 9.

In connection with the 10th annual
affair a booklet and program is to
be published. The program will in-

| clude pictures of all participating RALPH BURFOR- '

bands, photographs of directors and ... host to 15 Valley Units



llen

the

~o N

or

,,,,, wHIAILGIL MIGL O Viiwu u\lvl

mier Nikita Khrushchev soa'n

i

of a Khuxschev visit as|Khrushehev on two coun

s 2 UPIUTIIL DS

"“Jﬁ%“".

Ralph Burford, Edinburg band
director,
had been named one of the 10 out-
standing band directors in the
United States and would be saluted
in a special section of ‘“The School
Musician,” a 30-year-old trade
magazine.

75 to 80 members and Hadn’t
marched at a football game for
three years because there were no
uniforms, has transformed it into
one of the state’s leading high
school musical organizations.
There are now 105 musicians in
the senior band, 8 more in the
jujnior high band and 65 in the in-
termediate band.
Students can begin their band
training in the sixth grade now
and they also can play in an or-
chestra which has 40 members.
The first year Burford was di-
rector here, the band didn’'t en-
ter a contest. But from then on
it began to make its mark. In that
first contest it began to win I ra-
ings and has continued to win
them every year since then.

The band won the sweepstakes
award in 1952 at the Tri-State

Saturday was notified he

Burford, who came to Edinburg
11 years ago when the band had

|for policemen, a new pickup for

Edmburg Band Director
Named In 10 Best Of U.S.

Music Festival at Enid, Okla.
Beginning in 1956 and for the
next three years the Hdinburg
Bobcat band won the marching
contest and scored high in concert
playing and sight reading at Buc
caneer Days at Corpus Christi.

a concert in Galveston for

tion.

tary training tactics

Last year the band was chosen
to represent all three AAAA high
school bands in Texas to play at
the
State Music Educator’s conven-

Burford, 44, has been directing
bands since 1938. He was an in-
fantry major during World War II
and carries over some of the miii-
into band
training. While he was hand direc-

tor at Mexia, shortly before com-
ing to Edmburg, he was awarded
the Junior Chamber of Commerce
trophy as the outstanding man in
the community.

He attended the University of
Wichita where he got a bachelor
of arts with a major in public
school music, and - Northwestern
University where he got a master
of arts in music. While at the Uni-
versity of Wichita he ran the mile
for the track team, holding the
record for 11 years at the Kansas
and Oklahoma relays.

During the 21 years he has been
a band director he has influenced
55 of his students to inte musm as
a professional career.

Studied

A plan whereby the property tax
Edinburg would be done away with
by the city and under which the city
would finance itself on fees and
service charges is being mulled
over by City Manager Jack Rey-
nolds.

The manager has heen workmg
on the budget for several weeks
and constantly is running into
problems like the ‘one about the
fire department’s need for a new
high pressure pumper truck.
Actually the city hasn’t the
money to pay $12,500 for such a
truck but when the public clamors
for one, the clamor has to be heard
and considered. Much money a city
spends goes for things the publie
can’t see right off and doesn’t stop
to think about. Water plant ex-
pansions, the addition of new water
mains, salaries for workers, raises

the park and recreation depart-
ment don’t get the public attention

'R‘ﬁlph Burford

something like a fire truck does.

Abolishment Of

o ®

by ir
values are so low,’”’” Reynolds said.
Then he took out a pamphlet which
had some comparative figures.
Edinburg’s population is about 18,-
500 persons and property values
are at $12 million. McAllen, which
has a population of about 35,000
persons has, figured on a basis
identical to Hdinburg's, would have
a property valuation of $491% mil-
lion. Harlingen, with a population
of 40,000 persons, has, on the Edin-
burg basis, a valuation of $55 mil-
lion.

towns are approximately twice as
large as Hdinburg and have valu-
ations of more than four times as
much.
Then he looked at San Benito,
which is smaller than Edinburg but
has a property valuation of $13% l
million for its 16,000 population
$1%% million more tha,n Hdinbu A
“So it's easy to see where du
problem is. We just don’t have th
valuation,’”’ the city manager said.

“‘Our trouble is that the property

L5 7.

Since the valuations are low, |

)

Reynolds pointed out those two |!
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The citizens and students of Idinburg, Texas are justly proud of the Bobcat
Band, These 115 members always display spirit, a snappy cadence, and a flare
for showmanship. The band has entered interscholastic league competition 45
times and has been awarded 43 first divisions (a rating of 95 to 100%) in the
past 15 years, The band has been under the direction of Ralph E, Burford since
1948, In 1965 he went to Pasadena, Texas as director of lMusic,
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the cycle "We are now in our second year and, : what the educational priorities of the district should so that the goals of the district may be adjusted at
‘ consistent with their procedures, the Agency will send be and what areas needed additional emphasis. As a ! frequent interve's to meet changing needs and
‘ a team to verify that this district is rieeting minimum -~ , result of those surveys, A Five-Year Plan for the priorities.
! .
{ 1 < * \
D
Istrict flag seen by thousands nat:m wide |
] - "\ <- . _/‘-:g o F iy S ZlA
Stitch together 262 yards of red and white sports Flags in existence for the Pasadena Independent ’L of__gs Ralph Burford gformer Director of Music) -~ 4 ) ; 5 b
poplin, alternately, in rows 75 feet long; cut 50 white »School District. " . "< approached mother with the idea of m makmg the large ‘ s f 7, ‘,’,‘-"‘ '
i stars approximately three feet in diarneter from point flag to be used by the Pasadena high schools’ bands i/ s 2 '/"'"\' "/-'* (AR
| to point and baste them to a field of blue made. from “It all began,” reflected EImer Bondy, assistant at various half-time shows and performances.” : / ,f
! 77 yards of material spread out across the entire floor “superintendent of secondary schools, “due to the Bondy's mother was a seamstress doing occasional _ o ¢ A a A St a ey
' of the Queens Intermediate gymnasium...and you will response of the patrons of the Pasadena Schools to jobs for the district and agreed to the project. e ) -
, have accomplished what Mrs. Roberta Bondy did in the American flag. Our constituents have always taken &t L, ,“L
1971 when she made one of the largest American pride in the flag and respond well to its use. Because And some project it turned out to be. She worked at a2 =5 ~
Queens intermediate, completely covering the school's Ze {_3 M-,/,ézi A _v,:",'{((,/;d <
gym floor with her material. It took several members of ) p =
o ; the B_ondy family to move 'the pieces around and to gl a7, ’,y ,‘yi, <o
A position the stars. After many weeks work, when the / )
’% EaR flag was finally completed, it measured 75 feet in -\.}“ hewte . o _,/ HWad
S T length and 46.5 feet in width. Each stripe is nearly four i -
B i feet wide, and altogether some 367 yards of material /.

were used. A special crate had to be built to store the
flag at the district’s Central Warehouse, and when it
comes out of storage it requires 40 to 50 people to
unfurl the flag to its one-fourth-of-a-football-field size.

iGN S T

The flag is used quite often reports Director of
Music, Dr. Jay Dunnahoo, not only by the Pasadena
Schools but by high schools and universities across
the nation. “Generally the flag is used a couple of
times each season at football games by our high
school bands,” stated Dunnahoo, “and many times it
is used by other school districts and groups all over
the U.S.” It was featured at the nationally televised
Purdue vs. Stanford game this year and it appeared in
Tennessee in October for the East Tennessee State
University vs. Citadel game. The flag is frequently
used at the opening game of the season of the
Houston Astros, and besides these Astrodome
appearances, it has been used at the Cotton Bow! and
the Superdome in New Orleans. Area high schools
frequently use the flag. Aldine, Victoria, Galena Park,
Spring Wood, Rockport, Paris, and Refurio have all
used it in the past few years.

Despite its many appearances, both locally and on
national television, Roberta Bondy never saw her flag'
being used. She suffered a fatal heart attack on her
way to the stadium to watch the half-time premier
presentation of her handiwork.
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BURFORD

(Continued frem page 1)

he was honoreq by High School
Musician, 3 nationa' mygije maga-'
zine, as one of the 1op high school:
band directors in the nation. !

Burford wag g member of the
Edinburg Kiwanis Club, served as’
president in 1963 anq later as liey-
tenant governor, 5 district wide of-
fice. ;

He was 3 member of the First
Presbytcrian Church in Edinburg
where he Served as an elder and

In 1965 the Burfords moved 1o
Pasadena ang he became director of
music education, leading a faculty
of 81 music lcachers, h

Mr. Burford retired in Pasadena
in 1979 and returned to Edinburg
where they built a new home, y

Visitation ang viewing will e
ginfrom 1 p.m. 109 p-m. Tuesday at
Skinner Funcra) Home Chape] i
Edinburg, '

A memorja) service will he
held Wedncsday at3 p.m. at the
First Presbyterian Church jn Eg-
inburg with Rev. Blajr Cash of-

The family askeq that memori.
als be made 1o the First Presbyte-
rian Church, 300 West Cano, Edin-
burg, Texas 78539, or 1o the Edin-
burg Kiwanis Club. P.O, Box 805,

Edinburg, Texas 7854,

Skinner Funeral Home of Edin-
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Parade St

By MARGARET BISHOP

The celebration of the 50th an-
miversary of the first band in
Edinburg gets off to a prelimin-
ary start today with a parade
which will include the Bobeat
Band, all the old players who
can be rounded up and the drum
majors available,

The parade will go through
the downtown area, starting at
4 pm, from the school Adminis-
tration Building on W Harriman,

Friday is the big day for the
band. There will be a reception
for former players and the con-
cert at 8 p.m. at the Pan Am-

. erican College auditorium.

Currently four men influence
Edinburg's bands and they have
had a variety of experience.

Heading the list is Ralph E.
Burford, director of Edinburg
High School Band. Bunford re-
ceived his bachelor of public
school music degree from the
University of Wichita, Kan. in
1938. He received his master of
music education degree frome
Northwestern Universit, in Ev-
anston, Ill. He has studied voice
under Eugene Dressler and
trombone under Jarslav Cimera
at Nonthwestern University.

As far as teaching experience
goes, Burford has taught both
instrumental and vocal music in
high school at Clearwater High
School, He wag music supervisor
in Indianapolis, Ind. schools and

had charge «of 17 junior high ory’

chestras. He has alsd taught in-
strumental music and vocal mu-
sic in Mexia.

In 1948 Burford came to Edin-
burg to become director of in-
strumental music at Edinburg
High, The band has made an
outstanding record the last 12
of those years, In 1958, the band
was selected as one of the two
“top” bands in the state and
played a concert at the Texas
State Music Educators Confer-
ence in Galveston.

The band has entered 51 mu-
sic comtest events in the last 12
years. Six events were entered
at Tri-State at Enid, Okla., in
1952-53 and 12 contest events at
Buccaneer M usic Festival at
Corpus Christi over a period of
five years.

The band has placed in first
division 49 timres out of the 51
entries, During the time Burford
has been here the band won 16

straight first division marching .

Larry Branson, assistant director and Larr
display the Outstanding Class C Trophy whi

Junior Tphy

arts Celebration
Of Band Anniversary Today

y Garcia, director of the junior high band,
ch the junior high band won at Buccanneer

Days in Corpus Christi last year., To add more force to a contest number, the seventh
and eighth grade bands are combined,

during 1959 and 1960. At present,
he is directing the adult choir at
the First Presbyterian Church.

Adan Salazar, assistant direc-
tor, came to Edinburg two years
ago from Falfurrias where he
served as band director for two
y®ars. His work is primarily
with the woodwind instruments.

The assistant director was
graduated from Gonzales High
School and served as a member

in 1963 from Weslaco, He attend-
ed school in Southwest Texas
State Teachers College in San
Marcos where he majored in
music education and minored in
history, He will be completing
his master’s degree work in ed-
ucation this summer. His special
instruments are brass and trom-
hone. .

Following his graduation from
Eovt _Lavaca High School in 1955,

dents have an orientation day in
the spring,

Sixth graders in band may go
ahead with instrumental music.
Children are either fransported
to the junior high band hall or
the band director goes to the in-
dividual elementary school.

Intermediate band includes se-
venth grade. It now has 55
members. The Junior High band
is made up of eighth grade stu-

Wednesday, March 24, 1965

Adan Salazar, assistant high school band director and Ralph
Burford, director, display the ¢‘four bags full’’ of medals which
the senior band won at the recent interscholastic League band

ing in marching durine the Pig-

af the hand <fnidente are an the

Bags Of Medals

TJimirn Frimas e

THE DAILY REVIEW

AT e

Ty A3

RA e

Edinburg, Texas

contest held in Edinburg., There were 109 medals won by solos
and ensemble units, This is the most medals any band in the
Valley has won over a period of 15 years.
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By MARGARET BISHOP

In working up the history of
the Bobcat Band, many people
in Edinhurg who have partici-
pated in the growth of the
band  activities say that the
period from the time the first
Red Shirt Band was organized to
1948 when Ralph Burford to o k
over as band director ig v ery
hazy in the minds of many,

Red Shirt Band

Colonel Hurt organized the
famed Red Shirt Band in 1928.
During the years that followed
through 1937, the band won many
outstanding honers. Among these
honors were being state cham-
rionship band for several sucees-
sive years. The uniforms w e re
blue trousers with red  stripes
down the side and red shirts.

Reorganized Band

A Mr. Parks became hand di-
Tector in 1838 and everyone who
participated in the band either
owned his own instrument  or
horrowed one. These were the
vears when the band met in
what is now the industrial edu-
cation department of the junior
hgh school.

Miss Virginia Clark whois
now Mrs, David Smith was drum
major and twirlers were Ruthie
Stevens and Helen Ramsour. The
iwirlers wore white trousers and
red shirts,

New Uniforms

Bert Newman came (o Edin-
burg in 1939 and the school
purchased new wniforms and
some new instruments. Included
in the uniform were vod frou-
sers, red double breasted coat
and red hat.

Mrs. Smith led the band in its
debut with new uniforms. Twir-
lers were Helen Draper, who is
now Mrs. Paul Fagg, and Mary
and Martha Espensen,

1540 Majorettes

Mrs, Fagg and Helen Ramsour
were twirlers in 1940 with Mrs.
David Smith again leading th e
band, Uniforms for the twirlers
were Blue and white,

Flag Swinging

New  techniques  of flag
swinging, added to the band
majorettes by Lee Kohlenb o 1 <.
were a feature of the band in
1941, At this time the band pur-
chased a drum major’s hat of
rabbit fur with EHS in blue and
red on the side of the hat, Mrs,
IPage was the drum major and
wore a white satin uniform while
the majorettes wore short two
plece uniforms of blue satin, The
double-breasted bodice had puffed
sleeves, The girls wore gauntlets
at the wrists, Mrs. Fagg twirled
twin hatons during halftime ac-
tvities,

Twirlers included Susic John-
son, Marilyn Potter and Marjo-
vie Raders who is Mrs,. D, Neal

Stites of Edcouch. Flag swingers
included Betty Ackerson, Billy
Lawrence who is Mrs. Milam
Gray, Elva Barrera, Wanda Gill
and Mildred Payne. Flags in blue
and red were twirled with pre-
cision marching,
Twin Drum Majors

Trying something different, the
band in 1943, under the direc-
tion of James H. Barrett, had
twin drum majors. These were
Billy Lawrence (Mrs. Cray) and
Betty Ackerson. Susie Johnson
Mrs. Stites, Beverly Anderson,
Beverly Kirkland and Naomi
Trad were twirlers. Flag swing-
ers included Marilyn Dalton, Hel-
en Combs, who is Mrs. Bill
Yancy, and Helen Dusck. These
girls added much to the color
of the red and blue band during
halftime activities.

Mrs. D. Neal Stites of Edcouch
was drum major of the band
for two years in 1944. James H.
Barrett was band director. Mrs.
Stites wore a white satin uni-
form with slit skirt trimmed with
red segins. Short skirted ma-
jorettes included Beverly Ander-
son, Beverly Kirkland, Mary Vir-
ginia Harker, Naomi Trad and
Flag swingers were Mrs, Yancy
and Marilyn Dalton.

New Music Course

Max Murphy succeeded Bar-
rett as director in 1946. The band
moved into its new quarters lo-
cated at the southwest cdge of
the cld football field. It Was
a barracks building which h a d
been moved in.

To further the cause of music,
a class in music orientation was
started. To receive credit for
band, one had to complete this
course. During the process of
learning, a new instrument aside
from the one generally played
was learned. Tf a reed instru-
ment was plaved in senior hand,
then a percussion or brass in-
strument was  learned in the
class,

Strutting out in front of thoe
hand this vear was Miss Beverly
Kirkland. She wore g w hite
princess style uniform with red
and blue Braid. Gold epaulets
decarated the shoulders. Assist.
ing her in front line  twirling
were  Mary  Virginia Harker,
Margaret Falk, who is now Mrs,
W. C. Bishop, and D orothy
Raders, who is Mrs, Dwight
Schroeder. Barbara Lyon and
Mrs. Yaney twirled red satin
flags,

New Blue Uniforms

In 1947 new uniforms were
received for the band in time
for the bi-district football game
with Thomas Jefferson in § an
Antonio. The uniforms were
blue, single-hreasted coat with
gold buttons and white trousers.

Also added thig year were the

two flashy red satin uniforms of
the two caplains, Mrs, Bishop
and Jeanette Horn, wha is Mrs.
Jack Marshall,

The twirlers, Jo Anne Qurth,
Mary Lee Fudge, Betty Jane
Lerz ane Margaret Ross, wore
white satin two piece u i forms
with silver buttons,

Mrs.  Schroeder served ag
drum major in 1948 with M ¢ s.
Marshall ang Peggy McDonald,
now Mrs. Robert Flesher, a s
captains. They wore white uni-
forms with blue braid and blue
sequined epaulets. Mrs. Schroe-
der wore a white satin uniform
with slit skirt and trimmed in
ted sequins. Red sequined epay-
lets adorned her shoulders,
Twirlers for thig year were Ani-
ta Kooker, Margaret Ross, now
Mrs. Rill A4 cock, Naney
Shindler, now Mrs, Jack Frver,
Mary Lee Fudge, Barbara Mec.
Clelland, Now Mrs. Bill Baxter,
and Bennie Louise loyvd, now
Mrs. Ed Walker of £ d couch,
They wore blue, two piece uni-
forms with white braid and gold
buttons,

First Band Sweetheart

As a special feature to the
last foothall game halftime ac-
tivities, the band honored Mrs.
Walker as the first band sweet-
heart, These were times when
the band performed for two min-
utes and the Red and Bluye
Sergeanettes performed two min.
utes,

Also, a first wag begun this
year when a band council was
organized. Its members consist-
ed of president, vice president,
public relations officer, drum
major, accountant and Ithrarian,
Up to this year sweaters had
been ordered by members of
the band. This year, however,
band jackets were ordered and
were of hue and white gabar-
dine,

To help the band better itself
in preparation for concerts and
ensemables, a fape recorder was
purchased from monies received
from concerts, dances and pa-
rades fees,

Records Lost

Following thig year, many of
the records and musie were lost
in the shuffic when a new band
director Ralph Burford came, At
this time a more organized sys-
temy was put into effect and
the band has grown and hecome
one of the outstanding hands in
the state. Pictures of the bands
from 1949 to the present tim e
hang on the walls of the music
Building,

More Changes

One of the first changes which
Burford made i band activi-
tics was to add an hour for prac-
tice and marching. One hour
is spent on concert work and one
hour on marching
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By HARRY QUIN

Most of the speakers at the .
Sunday PASSO meeting here seem- ¥
ed sincerely trying to do nothing
more than get out the vote of the
Latin American and provide taem
with informat on which would help
ihem plek the best candidate,

We weren’'t so convinced by
Alber: Fuentes, state exeutive
secretary of PASSO. He was
about the only one who didn’t
say that if PASSO had anything
ie do with Crystal City’s violen:
rejection of all Anglos in a city
election that it spou.dn’t have.

Don Yarberough, Judge Roberto
Benavides of Laredo and Renato
Cuellar of Weslaco were pretty
plain in ponting out that PASSC
is not to mix in city elections,

And Cuellar denied there was
any activity on the part of the
group at Weslaco as had been
hinted in some news stories, not

in The Review, A d F
Officials of the organization said wur @?

there were only two or three mem-

sicenl

! . Edinbur Mrs. B. Mcintosh Summers and Ralgh Burford, right, of the Edinburg public
?;fés gﬁdri;}txsr?;)ménthem burg, and school music department were honored fer their contributions to Edinburg at a Rotary
T}{]e best democracy s the one meeting. Dr. Charles Queen, president, awarded them o plaque, reading: "Awarded

in which the most informed per- to Ruth Summer's qnd P?afph B’Q'Jrford for thei
sons participate, PASSO's aims progress of Music in Edinburg.

are -fine. We hope they stick to ' ® B

the stated ones.

r continued inferested in forwarding the




PASADENA - Congratulations, Ral
your day in Pasadena,

Mayor Clyde Doyal has named !
5, as Ralph Burford Day for the eity
citizens tg recognize Burford’s 4CCoim
tributions towarg the growth and wel] b

Burford is Director of Music for i
District, and has been named Band a1
1971-1972 by the Texas Band Masters A

Tonight at the J. Frank Debie - Sam 1
game, Burford wil directthe combined |
schools in g patriotic half-1ime show. Sha
man, Ralph Burford.

Mayor Congratulates Burford

Pasadens Mayor Clyde Doyal, left congratulates Ralph
Burfordfor his selection as Band Master of the Year by the
Texas Band Masters Aﬁsociatwn, and honors him with the
proclamation naming today as RalphBuff@rdDayiﬁ Pasa-
dena.
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By PATSY JACKSON
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All of Ralph Burford’s ex~
band students and friends in
Edinburg will join in with
Pasadena, Texas, where Ralph
has been Director of Music
Education for the Pasadena Ine-
dependent School District, in
saluting the former Edinburg
High School Band Director, for
his recent honor, .

Ralph has been named, Band
Director of the Year 1871-1972
by the Texas Band Master’s
Association, Nov, 5 was Dpro-
claimed Burford day by the
mayor of Pasadena, and Ralph
received a plaque at the High
School football game during half
time activities,

He served as band director
in Edinburg from 1948 until 1965

when he moved to Pasadena, He

began his band ecareer in 1927
when he todk his first trombone
lesson in Milton, Kansas, He
received his music degreefrom
the University of Wichita, Kan«
sas in 1938, leaving to teach in
Clearwater High School-in Kan-
sas, In 1941, he went to India-
napolis, Ind, as supervisor of
17 nigh scheel and junior high
orchestras,

Serving in the Pacific Thea~
tre during World War II he re-
ceived a Brongze Star, being
separated from the service as

a major, Next on his agenda
was Mexia HighSchool where he
was band and choir director,
While there the Junior Chame
ber of Commerce chose him
“‘Outstanding Man of the Year®*
in 194"-4g,

During his 17 year stay in
Edinburg, he developed an out-~
standing instrumental music
program in both-band andorch-
estra,-In 1958, the band was
selected as the sutstanding 4-4A
band in the State of Texas and
played before- the Texas Music
Educators Assoc, in Galveston,
His music groups compiled a
record seldom equaled in con-
test competition in University
Interscholastic League, Buc-
caneer:Music Contest in Cor-
pus Christi, Texas and Enid,
Okla, Music contest, From
sixty entries in these events, 57
placed in First Division, His
Edinburg marching bands re-
ceived First Division ratings
for 17 consecutive years,

In 1959, he was honored by
the ‘““High School Musician®’ a
mational music magazine and
issued a certificate as one of
the top ten high school band
directors in the United States,
While in Edinburg he served as
president of the Kiwanis Club
and is on the Board of Direc=

i - - =
tors with the Pasadena Kiwanis
Club, He served as president of
the Texas Bandmasters Assoc,
in 1964-65,

In Pasadena, he supervises
the curriculum for 36,000 chil=-
dren, of which some 8,400 are
band, orchestra and choir stu-
dents in the secondary schools,

Mrs, Ralph Burford, is the
former Alice Gowin and is the
daughter of Mrs, T, B, Gowin
of Edinburg.

* k %

Holiday visitors in Pharr
were Mr, and Mrs, Jack Van
Dressar and children, Robbie
and Todd of Houston,

They were the houseguests
of Mr, Van Dressar’s parents,
Mr. and Mrs, D, A, Van Dres-
sar,

% ¥ %k

It will be the first visit home
in ten months for Mrs, Sharon
Edge of White Horse, Pa, She
will arrive in Edinburg the
first of December to spend a
week visiting with her parents,
Mr, and Mgs, Don Borah of
Edinburg,

From snow to sun, for Shar-
on, a contrast not many Valley-

ites have a chance to see,
% % %k .




Galveston,  Tex. From 1948
through the 1965 school year,
Mr. Burford’s group compiled
arecord seldom equalled in
contest competition in Uni-
versity Interscholastic
League, Buccaneer Music
contest in Corpus Christi,
Tex., and Enid, Okla. Music
Contest. From 60 entries in
these events, 57 placed in
first division. His marching
bands received first division
ratings for 17
years.

In 1959, Burford was hon-
ored by the “High School
| Musician”, a national music
magazine, and issued a certif-
icate’ as one of the top 10
band directors in the United
States.

Burford has found time for | |

community service, having
been a active member of the
Kiwanis club for 16 years. In
1962-'63, he was president of
the Edinburg Kiwanis club.
He is presently active on the
board of directors with the
Pasadena Kiwanis club. He is
a member, also, of the First
United Methodist church of
Pasadena,

In 1964-65, Burford was
elected president of the Tex-
as Bandmasters association,
which has grown to be one of
the strongest band associa-
tions in the nation.

In 1965, Burford accepted
the position of director of
music education for the Pasa-
dena Independent school dis-
trict, in Pasenda, Tex. Under
his direction, the music de-
partment, with its faculty of
81 teachers, has developed an
outstanding band, orchestra,
and choir program. As direct-
or of music education, Bur-
ford supervises the curricu-
lum for some 36,000 children,
of which some 8400 are band,
orchestra, and choir students
in the secondary schools.

Ralph began his band car-
eer in 1927, when he took his
first trombone lesson from
H. C. Patton in Milton. The

lesson was the B-flat scale ,
drawn _out on the back of 2l

penny posteard, . and
teacher  told  him t

consecutive |,

we2) 197/
Ralph Burford honored

as Texas Bandmaster of Year

Milton — Ralph  Burford
was  honored recently in

being electeq for the 1971-79 H

school year, “Bandmaster of
the Year” for the State of
Texas. Op November 2, Clyde
Doyal, mayor of Pasadena,

Tex., Proclaimed November 5/

as Ralph Burforq day. He is
the son of Mr., and Mrs. R, K.
Burforq, Milton,

In ;948, Burford accepted
the high school band position

developed an outstanding in-
strumental mugice borgram in
both band and orchestra, In
1958, the band wag selected
as the outstanding 4-A band
in the State of Texas, and
played before the Texas Mus.
ic Educators association in

Chamber
Mexia bresented to him the
“Outstanding Man
Year Award”
standing service in music ed-

work on fhat scale and not to ‘

return until he could play it
le played in both the Milton
high  schoo] band and the
Conway Springs Municipal
band.,

Hfa received higs bachelor of
music degree from the Uni-
‘versity of Wichita ip 1938.
That same year, he accepted
his first teaching position at
Clearwater high school, in

r'ee years. In the fall of
1.941, he accepted 3 music po-
sition with the bublic schools

yisqr of 17 high school and
Junior high schoo] orchestras.

On December 8, 1941, he
was called into the service as| |
a 2nd Lt. He served in the|
Paqific Theatre, and was the

i Bronze Star. /
he was separated
Service with thef
j He returneq
ield as band
director at Mexia
in Mexia, Tex.

[
y
In 1947248 the i

Junior
of Commerce of /

of the;]
for his out.

ucation to the students of |

that community.,

i

Ralph, hig wife, Alice ang

son, Robert live ip Pasadena,

Tex., where Robert attends
college. A son, Edward, lives
in Dallas, Tex.

Ralph Burford

. Clearwater, :
at Edmburg, Tex., where he th Yense ore he et 8

. ’ ¢
in Indianapolis, Ind., as super-f
14
|




